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24 February 2022 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

Re: Updated COVID-19 Guidance in School 

We have now received information from the Department of Education regarding changes to COVID 
arrangements following the Prime Minister’s announcement on the “Living with COVID 19” plan. I 
would now like to clarify the implications of that for the school community. 

COVID Testing  

As of Monday 21st February, the government removed the guidance for staff and students in 
mainstream education settings to undertake twice-weekly asymptomatic testing. The rationale for 
this is that COVID-19 is now believed to present a low risk of serious illness to most children and 
most of those who are fully vaccinated. Due to high immunity in society and a greater 
understanding of the virus, Public Health advice is that regular testing in mainstream education is 
no longer needed and individuals who are not showing symptoms do not need to test.  

This change to asymptomatic testing should not, however, replace current guidance for those 
with symptoms. If you believe your child has COVID related symptoms, they should continue to 
book a PCR test via the Government website and follow the latest government guidance.  

Following advice from the Department of Education, a positive COVID test result will ensure that 
any COVID related absence is recorded as authorised. Without a positive test result, we cannot 
guarantee that any COVID related absence will be considered authorised in line with Government 
guidance.  

We suspect that the guidance may change again as of 1st April when the Government will no longer 
be providing free universal symptomatic and asymptomatic testing. We will, of course, update you 
when we have more information on this.  

Self-Isolation 

From Thursday 24th February, the Government will be removing the legal requirement to self-
isolate following a positive result.  However, in order to continue to protect the community, the 
Government are advising that adults and children who test positive, stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people for at least 5 full days, and then continue to follow the guidance until 
they have received 2 negative Lateral Flow test results on consecutive days. 
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If you chose to follow this advice, the period of isolation begins on the day after the onset of 
symptoms or the positive test result (whichever is earliest). If positive cases take a Lateral Flow 
test on day 5 and then again on day 6 (with a 24 hour gap in between), and both tests come back 
negative, they return to school.  

Please therefore ensure that you complete the two lateral flow tests early in the morning on 
days 5 and 6, prior to the start of school, so that evidence can be forwarded to 
positivecovid@billericayschool.com in time to allow a return to school on day 6.  

Please continue to report each day of absence via the MyEd app or the school absence line.  

As always, we thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr P Berry 
Headteacher, BA (Hons) 
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