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Our Ethos: 
‘Caring about success’ 

  
Our Code of Behaviour: 

  
Pride, Respect, Organisation, Effort, Care. 

The school’s code of conduct reflects values, which will create an ethos in the school that is 

purposeful and respectful. The motto of ‘caring about success’, and PROEC, our themes for our code 

of conduct create the very positive behaviour and conduct for the body of students and staff. 

At the Billericay school students are expected to meet high standards: 

We should arrive at school fully prepared and give of our best in all that we do. 

We will arrive punctually. 

We will come appropriately dressed. 

We will come properly equipped and not bring anything that may cause a danger, disturbance or 

inconvenience to others. 

We will pay attention and be ready to give of our best at all times. 

We should treat each other with respect. 

We will behave in an appropriate manner, be polite and considerate, and exercise a high standard of 

self-discipline at all times. 

We should treat each other’s property with respect. 

We will look after all the equipment we use, both the schools and our own, and ensure it is neither 

damaged nor defaced. 

We should care for our environment both in and around the school. 

We will only eat and drink in the specified areas and ensure litter is placed in bins. 

We should remember that our conduct in the wider community will reflect the expected 

standards of our school 

We will look smart, wear our uniform with pride and be ambassadors for our school at all times. 

  

  



Uniform 
The wearing of the school uniform is expected as an integral part of school discipline in Years 7 – 11 

as it is considered that this promotes positive attitudes, good standards and the right image in the 

eyes of our community.  Students are required to carry a “Uniform Card” at all times.  If they are not 

complying with the school’s uniform code, staff sign the card.  Continued infringement of the 

Uniform code results in detention and  further school sanctions may apply for persistent non 

compliance.  The majority of uniform items are obtainable through the school uniform shop or at 

local shops. 

  

‘Caring about success’: The Pastoral System  

Each new student is placed into a vertical form group, an important ‘family unit’ within the school 

with a tutor who would normally stay with the group from years 7 to 11. The tutor works with the 

group during daily registration and personal development lessons to foster good relationships and 

community responsibility. There is also a student services team who are on hand as a further point 

of contact for all students. Any student may visit the student services desk  to discuss any issue of 

concern that they may have.  

Overall responsibility for the form groups is held by one of five Heads of House who, alongside 

student services and the form tutor, become the normal point of contact between parent and 

school.  Students’ progress is monitored throughout the year with regular academic monitoring and 

a Parents Consultation Evening.  

Discipline 

Discipline is firm and ensured through clear and consistently applied boundaries of expectation for 

all, but is also supportive and inclusive, on the basis that children will respond to the positive 

approach of encouragement, praise and reward.  When punishment needs to be administered, it 

consists of a clear hierarchy of reprimand, detention or removal from lesson. On some occasions, the 

Head of house or senior staff are involved and parents may be invited to the school to discuss 

particular problems. In exceptional cases, the Head teacher may choose external exclusion from 

school as an appropriate sanction for poor behaviour. 

  

  



Our Curriculum: 

Breadth, Balance and Opportunity. 
The school’s curriculum allows students to develop their skills, interests and passion in as wide a range 

of subjects as possible 

Key Stage 3: Years 7, 8, and 9 
In Year 7 students are placed in sets for mathematics. In all other subjects, students are taught in 
their teaching groups.  Banding (dividing students from the same year into broad groupings) and 
setting (according to ability) in all subjects takes place in stages throughout years 7, 8, and 9 
although most will have happened by the end of Year 7. Students will study French and German in 
Year 7.  In year 8, they select to study French or German. Students with exceptional linguistic skills 
will have the opportunity to continue with both . 

Students follow a curriculum which provides a solid foundation for key stage four study and enables 
all students to develop a range of academic skills from across the full curriculum, including 
expressive arts and design and technology.  

Key Stage 4 Years 10 and 11 
In addition to an extensive Personal and Social Education programme which encompasses Health 
Education, Careers Guidance, and Citizenship, all students follow a ‘core ‘ programme of study which 
comprises English, Mathematics, Triple or Double Science, Religious Education and Physical Education. 
In addition students are guided to a further four study choices from a wide range of GCSE and 
technical/vocational courses from areas such as Catering, Textiles, Product Design,  French, German 
and Mandarin, Geography and History, Art, Drama, Film Studies, Business Studies, Music ,Sport 
Studies, Computer science, Construction and Engineering.   

Key Stage 5  Years 12 and 13 
The majority of students in the school progress on to study in the large and successful sixth form. 
Our size means that we are able to offer as wide a range of A level and vocational courses as any 
other local provider and our students achieve excellent results, with the year 13 that have just left us 
in the summer of 2017 gaining a record high of 53% A*-B grades in all A level subjects. Students in 
the sixth form are also given dedicated support in making applications to university, apprenticeships 
or employment, and the sixth form enrichment programme offers outstanding development of 
wider skills and preparation for future citizenship.  
  

  



Supporting academic progress  
  

The More and Most Able  
  

We believe that exceptionally able students benefit from a programme that aims to stimulate their 

imagination and tax their intellect. Students identified in Year 7 as having exceptional ability are 

invited to participate in a series of ‘events’ that provide an extra dimension to their studies, and this 

continues from Year 7 through to Year 11.  We also track our gifted students to support them to 

achieve their full potential. 

  

Personalised Learning 
  

The school believes that all students should have equal access to the whole curriculum.  It recognises 

that special educational needs form part of an important package of ensuring that this curriculum is 

delivered to the best of the school’s ability. We are committed to making every reasonable and 

practicable effort to meet the needs of individual children.  These involve classroom support, 

individual attention and individual programmes of study; although for some students, limited 

withdrawal for specific help may be appropriate.  The school follows the Essex statutory guidelines for 

S.E.N. 

Study and Homework 
  

We believe that homework plays a vital part in the success of students.  It extends their 

understanding of the subjects studied as well as helping instil the discipline so necessary in coping 

with the requirements of GCSE and Advanced Level examinations. All students have a homework 

diary which parents are asked to check and sign each week.  Great emphasis is placed on the 

completion of homework and we ask for parents’ support on this issue.  Senior staff monitor the 

quality of homework set and completed.  

  

  



Beyond Academic study: Curriculum Enrichment 

 
The school has an excellent tradition in games, gymnastics and athletics, with individuals and teams 
from all year groups representing the school at local and national level. 

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme is well established and a large number of students move onto 
World Challenge in years 11, 12, and 13.  

Music, Art and Drama also play an important part in school life and regular productions and exhibitions 
take place throughout the year. A wide range of clubs is available, details are published at the start of 
each academic year and all students are encouraged to join. 

The list below shows some of the other wider opportunities available to students during key stage 

3: 

  
Year 7 Opportunities Year 8 Opportunities Year 9 Opportunities 

Readasaurus reading 

programme 

Reading rewards events 

Year 7 Fete Day 

Kingswood more able 

trip 

‘Bikeability’ Training 

Tomorrow’s Engineers 

Energy Challenge 

BBC School Report 

Author Visit – Peter J 

Murray 

STEM Day 

Road safety training 

FunMaths Roadshow 

Sports teams 

Lunchtime clubs 

Watersports Trip to France 

Community responsibility 

(Office/Library Duty Open 

evening / Open morning 

guides ) 

TechGirls IT Challenge 

School German Exchange 

Rocket Car Challenge 

STEM Day 

Year 8 Music Workshop 

Languages trip to 

Normandy, France 

Boys/Girls Aspire 

Programme 

Sports teams 

Lunchtime clubs 

Ski Trip to Italy or Austria 

Football Tour to Spain 

Royal Institute Computer 

Science Masterclasses 

Royal Institute Engineering 

Masterclasses 

Royal Institute 

Mathematics 

Masterclasses 

Operating Theatre Live 

Future Medic 2 day 

Workshop 

Go4Set Technology Project 

sponsored by the Billericay 

Lions leading to Bronze 

Industrial Cadet Award 

Women in STEM visits and 

conferences School 

German Exchange  

D of E Award (Bronze) 

Languages trip to 

Normandy, France 

Creative Industries Trip 

  

 

  



Exam Results 2016-17: 

Post 16 – A levels and vocational level 3 courses 

Our Year 13 students achieved the strongest set of A level results in the school’s history ,this in a year 
when continuing government reforms, including the decoupling of A2 and AS levels, led to continued 
volatility of results nationally. As always, the majority of our Year 13 students have decided to continue 
into higher education; 80% are heading to a range of highly respected institutions, almost all having 
gained a place at their first choice university. Successful applications to Oxford, LSE, Durham, Warwick, 
Imperial and Kings college being some of the huge range of destinations our year 13 have moved on 
to, studying  courses in subjects as varied as Medicine, Veterinary science, Automation Engineering  
and Philosophy, politics and Economics. 

 

A Level results  

Number of students following A Level only courses = 114 

23% of all A levels taken were graded A* or A 

53% all A levels taken were graded A*- B 

81% of all A levels taken were graded A*-C 

98% of all A levels taken were graded A*-E (Pass Rate) 
 

A Level Including Equivalences  

Number of students following predominantly BTEC only courses = 21 

30% of all A levels / BTECs taken were graded A*/ Dist* or A / Dist 

95% of all BTEC taken were graded ‘Distinction* or Distinction’ (equivalent to A*/A at A level) 

58% all A levels/ BTECs taken were graded A*/ Dist*- B 

34 students gained A*/A in the Extended Project Qualification; 67% of those who completed the EPQ 

 

 

GCSE results  
Our Year 11 students achieved another strong set of GCSE results in a year when continuing 
government reforms led to yet more volatility of results nationally. 

Number of students in Year 11 = 277 

Standard Pass – grade 4 or above  

80% of students achieved a standard pass (Grade 9-4) in English 

70% of students achieved a standard pass (Grade 9-4) in Mathematics 

67% of students achieved a standard pass (Grade 9-4) in both English and Mathematics 

27% of students achieved a standard pass (Grade 9-4) in all Ebacc subjects 

 

Strong Pass – grade 5 and above  

64% of students achieved a strong pass (Grade 9-5) in English 

44% of students achieved a strong pass (Grade 9-5) in Mathematics 

40% of students achieved a strong pass (Grade 9-5) in both English and Mathematics 

26% of students achieved a strong pass (Grade 9-5) in all Ebacc subjects   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For more information about  any aspect of the life of the 

 Billericay school please visit our website : www.billericayschool.com 

  

 

 


