
GCSE Mathematics 

Papers: 

There are 3 papers. 

Paper 1 is NON CALCULATOR 

Papers 2 and 3 are CALCULATOR 

Top Tips for all papers: 

 Check your answer is given to the degree of accuracy asked for 

 Remember money is always to 2 dp 

 Check the answer lines for units and if none are there but they should be, then write them - 

there is one mark available for writing units across the 3 papers 

 If you are asked to decide what is better or to pick an option, remember to write a sentence 

saying which one after your working to decide 

 Check units are the same in perimeter, area and volume questions 

 The paper is written in the order the examiners think moves from easiest to hardest - this is 

just their opinion so find the things you are best at first and answer these.  It doesn't matter 

what order you answer it in so play to your strengths first 

 Algebra can be tested on any paper 

 Here is a list of equipment you need to bring to all 3 exams: ruler graduated in cm and mm, 

protractor, pair of compasses, black pens, HB pencils and eraser 

 Show all your working for every question 

 Don’t cross anything out unless it is being replaced by something else  

 If you have spare time at the end, go back and check all your answers 

Top Tips for Paper 1: 

 Show all your method 

 Use written methods for calculations using the 4 operations rather than in your head to 

reduce mistakes 

 On 5 mark questions always show each stage - the first couple of marks are usually easy to 

pick up but students either don't write the information down or don't attempt any of it as 

they can't finish the question 

 Higher tier – the following topics are most likely to appear on this paper: surds arithmetic, 

fraction arithmetic, prime decomposition and standard trigonometric values 

 Foundation tier – the following topics are most likely to appear on this paper: Standard 

trigonometric values, prime decomposition and fractions arithmetic 

Top Tips for Papers 2 and 3: 

 Write down the calculations you put in your calculator - these can get you method marks 

 When asked to square a negative number, make sure you put it in brackets first 

 Not all questions will involve using a calculator 



Here are checklists so you can assess your current understanding: 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/aws-

hegartymaths/resources/HegartyMaths_GCSE_Revision_Foundation.pdf 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/aws-

hegartymaths/resources/HegartyMaths_GCSE_Revision_Crossover.pdf 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/aws-

hegartymaths/resources/HegartyMaths_GCSE_Revision_Higher.pdf 
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