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Aims 

We aim to enable young people to make informed, healthy decisions about both legal and illegal drug 

use, to provide support and reduce the harm from illegal drug use, and to minimise the number of 

young people engaging in drug use. This policy also outlines how any incidents involving drug and 

substance misuse are dealt with. 

We will:  

 Provide appropriate education about tobacco / nicotine, alcohol and drug misuse to students  

 Identify and assess students who may need help with their own or other’s drug misuse and 

refer them as necessary for support within school or outside agencies  

 Make clear that the possession, use and supply of illegal drugs is unacceptable throughout the 

school community and take action to prevent the use of alcohol, tobacco / nicotine and illegal 

substances on school premises 

 Set out how the school will deal with drug incidents within the school boundary, the 

immediate vicinity and on school trips  

NB: Unless otherwise specified, where this document refers to drugs, this includes: illegal drugs, 

alcohol, tobacco, vaping and volatile substances (such as lighter fluids or glues), medicines and New 

Psychoactive Substances (Legal Highs). 

Legislation and Guidance 

This policy incorporates advice and guidance from the following documents: 

 Department for Education & ACPO Drug Advice for Schools (2012) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/270169/d

rug_advice_for_schools.pdf  

 Searching, screening and confiscation: Advice for headteachers, school staff and 

governing bodies (2018). Screening, Searching & Confiscation 

 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to:- 

 Ensure all members of the school and its community are aware of the school’s approach to 

substance misuse; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/270169/drug_advice_for_schools.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/270169/drug_advice_for_schools.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/279245/searching_screening_confiscation_advice_feb14.pdf


 Ensure there is an equitable approach to issues and incidents surrounding drug misuse; 

 Confirm the school’s policy in response to drug misuse and, therefore, support the following 

educational aims of the school in respect to substance use and misuse: 

o To enable students to make healthy, informed choices by increasing knowledge, 

challenging attitudes and developing and practising skills 

o To provide accurate information about legal and illegal substances 

o To increase understanding about the implications and possible consequences of use 

and misuse 

o To encourage an understanding for those experiencing or likely to experience 

substance use 

o To widen understandings about related health and social issues, e.g. sexual 

relationships, CSE, gangs, county lines, crime, HIV and AIDS 

o To seek to minimise the risk that users and potential users face 

o To enable young people to identify sources of appropriate personal support.  

Drug Education  

We will deliver education about drug and substance misuse as part of our Personal Development 

curriculum and, as appropriate, via the school assembly programme. All PD teachers will be provided 

with detailed lesson plans and resources. As far as possible, they will have had specialist training and 

access to ‘refresher’ CPD. 

We aim to:  

 Increase students’ knowledge and understanding about the effects and risks of drug use  

 Develop students’ skills and abilities to make informed healthy decisions about drugs, 

including understanding why young people take risks,  how to deal with emergencies, keep 

themselves safe and healthy, resist pressure to take drugs and have confidence to seek help  

 Explore attitudes to drug use and the effects on families and communities  

There is a sequential, planned programme, and drug education will continue through all years. We 

may also tailor education in response to incidents of local drug use or media reports. As part of our 

commitment to drug education and raising awareness, we may utilise our community police partners 

and /or other agencies e.g. ‘Drug Dog’ Services, as part of our drug education programme. 

Students Who Need Help – Early Intervention  

Some young people are more at risk, and are more vulnerable to developing substance misuse than 

others. Through a well developed pastoral system we aim to assess and meet the needs of students, 



be alert to the early signs and symptoms of substance misuse and provide access a range of specialist, 

local agencies to help and support children and families. In year 8 students who show signs of 

partaking in risky behaviour may be selected to take part in the Risk Avert Programme. 

All staff should be aware that students may be using drugs, or may have concerns about friends or 

family members who are drug users. Staff should use sensitive and non-stigmatising language when 

discussing drug use. We will provide appropriate information and training to all staff about how to 

identify drug misuse and what action to take.  

We will aim to refer students who are found to be misusing drugs to the school health service, and to 

other agencies e.g. The Children’s Society EYPDAS, social care, and the community police team as 

appropriate. We will involve parents and carers wherever possible, unless this is not in the best 

interests of the pupil to do so from a Safeguarding perspective. 

Illegal Substances and the Misuse of Drugs in school 

We take drug misuse extremely seriously. We will not tolerate the possession, use or supply of illegal 

drugs by any member of the school community on school premises, on school trips including 

residential trips. The sanctions for breaking our rules on drug misuse may be severe and may result 

in permanent exclusion and/or the involvement of the police.  

We do not allow students to bring into school alcohol, tobacco, vapes, illegal substances, volatile 

substances or NPSs. We expect the highest possible standards from our students and this extends to 

their behaviour in the local community: they should not be smoking or drinking alcohol outside school 

and sanctions may be applied if they are found to do so.  

Our school and its grounds is a smoke-free and vape-free zone for students, staff, parents, carers and 

visitors to the school.  

Dealing with Drug Incidents  

A drug incident is any occasion when drug or substance misuse is identified. We will record all drug 

incidents and the action taken. The governing body will receive regular reports on any drug incidents 

and the application of this policy.  

We will work with the police, social services and the school health service to manage drug incidents.  

In dealing with an incident, the primary concern is for student and staff safety and the immediate 

response will be to consider whether the incident is a medical emergency and call for appropriate 

help.  



If an illegal drug is found at school, the Headteacher (or Deputy Headteacher ) will take possession of 

the drug (ensuring a second adult witness is present throughout). The drug will be sealed in a plastic 

bag with the date, time and witness signature and stored in a secure location. The Headteacher (or 

designated member of staff) will notify the police without delay. It will be at the discretion of the 

Headteacher to determine whether to give the police the name of any student involved or suspected 

of involvement. This will be decided on a case-by-case basis, depending on the seriousness of the 

incident and the dangers to any students involved and others. However, it is usual that the school will 

provide names to the police.  

Where a student is suspected of involvement with an illegal drug, or the misuse of tobacco, alcohol or 

other substances, parents and carers will usually be informed and involved in discussions about 

appropriate action or referrals, unless to involve parents or carers raises safeguarding concerns and 

may jeopardise the student’s safety.  

Any member of staff suspected of drug misuse will be subject to the staff disciplinary procedures.  

It will be for the Headteacher or designated senior member of staff to determine the appropriate 

course of action for dealing with parents/carers/staff suspected of drug misuse on school premises. 

This may include exclusion from the school premises and/or calling the police. Safeguarding concerns 

may result in an urgent referral to Social Services if a student may be at risk because of a parent’s drug 

misuse.  

Confiscation  

The school will follow the general power to confiscate (Section 91 Education & Inspections Act 2006) 

which enables a member of staff to confiscate, retain or dispose of a student’s property as a 

disciplinary penalty, where reasonable to do so.  

From September 2010, school staff have the power to search any students suspected of carrying 

banned substances. This power allows school staff to search for substances they reasonably believe 

are illegal but which may, after testing, be found to be legal (see Use of Reasonable Force Policy and   

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/279245/searching

_screening_confiscation_advice_feb14.pdf ) 

Policy  

This policy will be reviewed in September 2022, i.e. on an annual basis [although DfE guidance only 

requires us to do so every three years]. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/279245/searching_screening_confiscation_advice_feb14.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/279245/searching_screening_confiscation_advice_feb14.pdf

