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7 January 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re: Face Covering and Sanctions 
 
I would like to thank all members of our school community for their continued support regarding the recent 
reintroduction of face masks in school. I am pleased to say that the vast majority of students have 
responded to the guidance as instructed.  
 
Please be aware that we are following guidance, issued by the Department for Education. For reference, I 
include below a portion of the “COVID-19 Operation Guidance”, which was updated in January 2022.  
 
Whilst the current directive is in place, students will be monitored each morning during form time to ensure 
that they have a suitable face covering. Replacement masks will be available at Student Services.  
 
Any student seen without a face covering will be challenged by staff, unless they are in possession of an 
exemption card. Please be aware that only school-issued exemption cards will be accepted and can only be 
issued following the receipt of an email from a parent/carer detailing the reason for the exemption.  
 
Students who repeatedly disregard the rules surrounding face coverings will be sanctioned and will 
receive an after school detention.  
 
With thanks for your continued support.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr P Berry 
Acting Headteacher, BA (Hons) 
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Appendix 
Department for Education, Schools COVID-19 operational guidance, January 2022 

 
 
 
Face coverings 
 
Face coverings help protect the wearer and others against the spread of infection because they cover the 
nose and mouth, which are the main confirmed sources of transmission of COVID-19. 
 
Where pupils in year 7 (which would be children who were aged 11 on 31 August 2021) and above are 
educated, we recommend that face coverings should be worn by pupils, staff and adult visitors when 
moving around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas. This is a 
temporary measure. 
 
From January 4th, we also recommend that in those schools where pupils in year 7 and above are educated, 
face coverings should be worn in classrooms. This does not apply in situations where wearing a face 
covering would impact on the ability to take part in exercise or strenuous activity, for example in PE lessons. 
This will also be a temporary measure. 
 
Pupils in these schools must also wear a face covering when travelling on public transport and should wear 
it on dedicated transport to and from school.  
 
We would not ordinarily expect teachers to wear a face covering in the classroom if they are at the front of 
the class, to support education delivery, although settings should be sensitive to the needs of individual 
teachers.  
 
See Circumstances where people are not able to wear face coverings for exceptions to this. 
 
Face coverings do not need to be worn when outdoors. 
 
Schools, as employers, have a duty to comply with the Equality Act 2010 which includes making reasonable 
adjustments for disabled staff. They also have a duty to make reasonable adjustments for disabled pupils, 
to support them to access education successfully. No pupil should be denied education on the grounds that 
they are not wearing a face covering. 
 
For more information, please refer to the full document issued by the DfE: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/104
4890/Schools_guidance_January_2022_.pdf  
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1044890/Schools_guidance_January_2022_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1044890/Schools_guidance_January_2022_.pdf

