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We’re the go-to team  
in Essex to help you make  
informed choices about your 
education and future.

HELLO! 
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We’re here to help you unlock 
opportunities by helping you make 
informed choices about your 
education and future.

Based at the University of Essex, 
we’re a team of 20 higher education 
and outreach professionals offering 
activities, advice and information 
on the benefits and realities of 
going to university or college, to 
study a degree or take a degree 
apprenticeship, for every student 
across the county of Essex. 

Find out more at  
www.makehappen.org

We’re also dedicated to supporting 
school students’ exploration of the 
world of work and career progression. 
Chat to us and ask any questions you 
might have about going to university. 

ABOUT US

Make Happen is part of the 
Office for Students’ Uni Connect 
programme, one of 29 national 

partnerships that bring together 
teachers from schools and 

colleges, with universities and 
other local educational partners 

to offer activities, advice and 
information on the benefits and 
realities of going to university 

or college, to study a degree or 
take a degree apprenticeship. 

FROM OUR START IN JANUARY 
2017, WE’VE REACHED AN 
AMAZING 87,454 STUDENTS 
ACROSS ESSEX THROUGH 
EVENTS, WORKSHOPS, VISITS, 
AND TOURS. 87,454



WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
A FURTHER EDUCATION COLLEGE 
AND A SIXTH FORM?  

There are roughly 90 school sixth 
forms, more than 200 colleges, 
and around 50 sixth form colleges 
to currently choose to study at 
throughout the UK.

In the UK there are three types of 
institutions that provide further 
education (FE), school sixth forms, 
sixth form colleges and further 
education colleges.

Sixth forms offer a variety of A-level 
and BTEC qualifications and are 
attached to a secondary school, which 
is why they are often referred to as 
school sixth forms.

Sixth form colleges offer the same 
provision as a school sixth form 
however, they are separate from 
secondary schools. 

FE colleges offer more variety of 
courses including access courses, 
higher education-level diplomas and 
often, bachelor’s degrees.

Colleges may also offer apprenticeships 
and other community provision. So, one 
way to think about it is that FE colleges 
are on one end of the spectrum and 
school sixth forms are on the other, 
with sixth form colleges being the 
middle ground.

Read on to and out more about 
what the sixth form or college 
environment is like.
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HERE ARE 15 THINGS YOU  
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT UCAS 

You may already know that the UCAS 
deadline is in January, and that you 
can choose up to five university 
courses for the application fee. After 
this, you’ll receive your offers and 
will have to choose your ‘firm’ and 
your ‘insurance’ one. 

Choosing five courses can be a tough 
decision. Attending an open day online 
or in person is vital to helping you 
make these decisions. 

But there’s more to UCAS too – such 
as information on clearing, adjustment 
and exploring financial help. This 
helpful guide has 15 things we  
need to tell you!



HOW TO WRITE A PERSONAL 
STATEMENT FOR APPLYING 
TO UNIVERSITY

One way to structure your personal 
statement is to reflect on your  
‘whys’. If you’re applying for higher 
education, i.e. a university or a degree 
apprenticeship, then think why are you 
choosing this subject? Why are you 
choosing this department or university? 
Why would you be a good fit? 

If you’re applying for a job, then think 
why this job? Why this employer?  
And why you? What are you bringing to 
the table for them? What do you want 
to achieve as a person and how is this 
position going to help you do it? 
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For our top ten tips to 
help you get your personal 
statement spot-on, scan here! 



Worrying about money and finances can be a 
barrier to considering a university or college 
degree. So it’s important you get the facts so 
you’re able to make up your own mind.

When going to university you will need to pay 
tuition fees. These are the costs that cover 
studying your chosen course. Everyone is 
entitled to a student loan to cover these fees 
and a maintenance loan to cover living costs. 

The money you borrow will need to be repaid, 
but it’s not as scary as you might think. 

For more information on tuition fees, 
maintenance loans, and the facts about 
repaying your student loans, check out  
the blog below. 

Read and digest  
this useful guide! 
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CONCERNS
ABOUT MONEY?  



WHAT IS AN APPRENTICESHIP?
An apprenticeship is an opportunity to 
combine on-the-job training with study 
so that you can earn while you learn. 

Apprenticeships are available at various 
levels up to and including a PhD and are 
offered in a wide range of industries 
with many prestigious companies now 
offering apprenticeship training. 
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Pay is dependent on industry,  
location, and the level of 
apprenticeship, starting with 
minimum wages but many offer 
higher salaries, and some higher 
apprenticeships pay as much  
as £500 per week.

To find out more, scan 
to read the full guide.
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If you’re a student in a military 
family, and you’re thinking about 
applying to university, then this is 
the guide for you! It’s written by 
Jake from the Make Happen team, 
who was a service child – his Dad 
was in the Navy. 

“I’M FROM 
A MILITARY 
FAMILY” 

Jake’s guide provides information  
on the application process, key 
dates, and guidance on how 
you can use your experiences 
growing up around the armed 
forces to strengthen your 
personal statement.

Being from a 
military family can 

actually be beneficial 
for you when applying 
to university as you 
will have gained  
lots of skills.
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Applying to university can feel quite 
daunting, and if you’re from a care-
experienced background, it might feel 
even more challenging – but knowing 
what support is available can help you 
feel more confident about applying to 
university. 

If you’re thinking about applying but you’re 
worried about accommodation, money or 
who to turn to for any additional support 
or guidance, the good news is there’s loads 
of support available for you. A good place 
to start is reading this guide.

“I’M A CARE 
LEAVER” Many universities offer 

bursaries and scholarships 
that are only available  
to care leavers.
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Going to university is a big decision, 
and one that comes with lots of 
considerations. If you have a disability, 
one of these questions might be “will I 
be able to cope?” 

The Disabled Students’ Allowance 
(DSA) is designed to help students with 
disabilities throughout the university 
experience. You apply for it at the same 
time as completing your Student Finance 
application and it’s in addition to the main 
student finance offering, not instead of 
it. The disabilities that make you eligible 
cover a wide range, such as:

WHAT HELP CAN I GET 
AT UNIVERSITY AS A 
DISABLED STUDENT?

•  Specific learning difficulty,  
e.g. Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, ADHD

•  Mental health conditions,  
e.g. anxiety or depression

•  Physical disability, 
e.g. you have to use 
crutches, a wheelchair 
or a special keyboard

•  Sensory disability, e.g. 
visually impaired, deaf 
or a hearing impairment

•  Long-term health conditions, 
e.g. cancer, chronic heart 
disease or HIV

To find out more, scan 
to read the full guide.
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REMOVING THE UNIVERSITY FEAR 
FACTOR FOR PARENTS AND CARERS

Read Tricia’s 
experience

“I’m a parent of a teenager who was the 
first in our family to go to university. She 
has now graduated and is loving her job 
as a primary school teacher. But when she 
first told us that university was the route 
she wanted to take, we learned the hard 
way in trying to do our best to support her 
– there was very little handholding along 
the way. We didn’t know what we didn’t 
know!  

“So, here are some nuggets that I hope 
you’ll find useful if you’re a parent or 
a carer who finds yourself in a similar 
situation to mine…”



www.makehappen.org

www.makehappen.org

Chat to us and get all the 
information, advice and 

guidance you need to help 
you make the best choices.

INVOLVED
GET

TWITTER  TWITTER.com/MakeHappenEssex

FACEBOOK   FACEBOOK.com/MakeHappenEssex

INSTAGRAM   INSTAGRAM.com/makehappenessex

LINKEDIN   LINKEDIN.com/company/make-happen-essex


