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July 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Welcome to The Billericay School!  Normally I would be speaking to you direct at our Induction Evening.  I 
would be relaying how well the children have done on our Induction Day and going through a few key things 
before they start here properly in September.  
 
This year we are naturally having to do things differently.  We have been communicating with our primary 
schools to learn as much about your child as possible and have also produced an Induction video (which we 
hope you will watch with your child), Induction Booklets and information packs.  There will be a lot to take in 
but you, and your child, can contact us if you require any additional clarification or guidance. 
 
As Head of Pastoral I oversee everything to do with your child’s welfare, wellbeing, behaviour and personal 
development.  Our school ethos is underpinned by a few over-riding principles.  Our motto is ‘Caring about 
Success’ and our children are successful and achieve great things academically because of the time and effort 
we invest in taking care of them and their learning throughout this next stage of their life.  In return we expect 
that they try their best in every aspect of their work and behaviour.  
 
Our code of conduct is based on 5 key words: Pride, Respect, Organization, Effort and Care.  We believe that 
behaviour is largely a choice and taking responsibility for one’s own actions is important.  Good choices will be 
recognised and rewarded, but bad choices may result in sanctions.  It is appropriate to mention detentions 
here.  Used in a hierarchy of sanctions an after school detention may be issued for a variety of misdemeanours 
from poor behaviour to missing homework or persistent lateness.  The DfE allows schools to keep students 
after school for up to an hour without notice.  We, however, always try to give at least 24 hours’ notice but it 
is a good idea to have arrangements in place in the unlikely event that your child receives a detention after 
school.  Better still, they should aim to quickly establish effective choices and routines regarding doing 
homework, returning to a teacher at break or lunchtime when asked and behaving appropriately at all times. 
We go through all our expectations with children during the first few days of the new term so that they are 
clear what is required. 
 
We are proud of our school and know that our students are proud to be here.  Our uniform reflects this pride 
and helps build a sense of community.  We uphold excellent standards of achievement, effort and behaviour 
and this is reflected in high standards of uniform.  One of the reasons parents choose us as a school is because 
they share our values so we appreciate your support.  Please ensure that you are familiar with our uniform 
policy on the website - we do not allow trainers of any kind, jewellery, or nail varnish for example – but any 
queries can easily be answered by our team at Student Services.  We know from experience that come the 
start of September, Facebook will be flooded with pictures of your wonderfully smart children in their slightly 
too big blazers and shiny, polished shoes and you will be wondering where the years have gone! 
 
We are a caring school. No school has zero bullying but we have virtually none because we deal with matters 
quickly and effectively.  Our excellent work has been recognised by the Anti-Bullying Alliance.  Of course, there 
are sometimes friendship issues as children come up to ‘big’ school and it is very important that we work in 
partnership here.  It is difficult for you as parents as you will only ever get one side of the argument whereas 
we are able to investigate objectively and thoroughly.  We mediate, get students together – or keep them 
apart – and sanction as necessary.  Trust us to do this and please support us.  Any issues between peers usually 
blow over very quickly but have been made worse in recent years because of phones, messages and social 
media. 
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This is one of the reasons that we are a ‘no phones’ school.  If they are seen or heard they will be confiscated, 
including being kept overnight if this occurs from lunchtime onwards.  Children do not need phones in school 
and the use of them – especially to photograph or film – is a serious offence.  Please ensure that your child 
understands this.  Over 85% of all 11-16 year olds have smartphones and 1 in 5 parents wrongly believe that 
there are no age restrictions on social media.  Please look at our advice and guidance on the school website 
about E-safety.  As well as the dangers online, research suggests that phones and social media have a negative 
impact on mental health, bullying and exploitation.  We will work with you to help keep your child safe on and 
offline so ask that you support our policies by not allowing your child to use their phone in school, monitoring 
how they use it out of school and ensuring privacy settings and age restrictions are abided by.  
 
Our school website has a wealth of information on all aspects of school life as do our official Facebook and 
Twitter accounts.  Your child will be able to access their work and resources via the school portal and, when 
they are officially on roll, you will be kept up to date about their timetable, attendance, rewards and sanctions 
via the MyEd app. Please make sure that you download it.  
 
Finally, I would like to emphasise again the care we will give each and every child.  Our Pastoral team is 
excellent and staff work above and beyond to ensure that your child can be the best that they can be.  We are 
so glad that you have chosen us and we are looking forward to working in partnership with you for the next 
five or seven years. 
 
With very best wishes 

 
Mrs C. Berry 
Assistant Headteacher, Head of Pastoral. 
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