
The Billericay School 

A specialist maths and computing  school 

 
 

The Billericay School 
School Road 

Billericay 
Essex  CM12 9LH 

 
Telephone: 01277 655191 

Email: info@billericayschool.com 
Website: www.billericayschool.com Ye
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My name is Mrs Berry and I am Assistant Headteacher and Head of Pastoral. This role 
encompasses everything to do with student welfare, wellbeing, behaviour and personal 
development and it is a role I love. My job would seem to start once your children join us in 
September but actually it begins months prior to that. 
 
I head up a large and brilliant pastoral team of Form tutors, pastoral support staff and Heads of 
House who really know all the children in their care.  The Form Tutor is your first port of call 
and they are ably supported by the pastoral support team in Student Services. These are non-
teaching staff who students will often see for minor problems like a mislaid PE kit, more serious 
wellbeing issues and everything in between. 
 
Extensive tutor time activities and assemblies induct children into our Billericay family and get 
them ‘ready to learn’. They follow a comprehensive Pastoral and Personal Development 
curriculum to ensure that they learn to be safe on and offline, develop healthy relationships 
and are happy, confident and resilient young people. The children also learn about careers and 
enterprise from year 7 and we take full advantage of the opportunities offered by modern 
technology. We partner with social enterprise BfB Labs, for example, whose video games assist 
with anxiety particularly around the issue of transitioning to secondary school.  
 
Our motto truly sums us up - ‘caring about success’ – we achieve great things academically 
because we invest so much time and effort into taking care of our young people throughout 
their Billericay School journey. Fundamentally we believe that children will succeed if they 
attend on time every day, are taught well, and feel safe, happy and healthy. We are a truly 
comprehensive school and are very proud of that fact. Every year we have students go on to 
Oxford and Cambridge as well as other top universities and sought after apprenticeships. We 
also have students for whom learning can sometimes be difficult and we meet their needs 
equally well ensuring that they too are nurtured, stretched and challenged and their 
aspirations are high. 
 
Pastoral care starts long before your children enrols in year 7. Heads of House and Pastoral 
staff go into the primary schools to speak to the year 6 teachers and gather information about 
Maths, English and other subjects. They undertake activities with the kids to dispel some myths 
and also to find out a bit more about them to share with tutors so from their first day with us 
there is a team of people who know them as an individual. We also have a year 6 Induction day 
in July where the children have taster lessons, meet other students, and begin to find their way 
around the school. I promise you that within weeks of them starting in September your child 
will be happy, confident and enjoying secondary school life. 
 
As you will be aware, Mrs Barton our admissions officer is 
always available to answer any questions about admission 
and transition. She will be happy to help between now and 
September and both of us respond to queries in the school 
holidays.  
 
I look forward to meeting you all in person, as soon as we 
are able to, and working together in partnership from 
September 2021 to ensure that our children are safe, happy 
and working hard to reach their full potential. 

 

Mrs Berry, Head of Pastoral 
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Community Ethos 
 
Our school community is special. Students, parents and staff work together in shaping the 
school vision. ‘Backchat’, our student council, are enthusiastically vocal and listened to, and 
parents, our family of primary schools, engagement with teacher training and the wider 
MAT all enhance our partnerships. 
 
Breadth and Balance 
 
Annual review ensures that our curriculum evolves to meet the needs of all our students. 
We offer all students the opportunity to follow an academic core programme that includes 
the Ebacc. Uptake is good and varied creative, technical and vocational qualifications help 
make up a diverse, personalised offer to meet the needs of all.  
 
Achievement for All 
 
Our School Improvement Strategy is grounded in the principles of excellent teaching and 
learning which enable all to be stretched and challenged to achieve their best. Analysis of 
the specific needs of our students leads to their participation in a variety of appropriate 
extracurricular initiatives.  We are proud to be a part of the Achievement for All 
programme, whose patron is former student, entrepreneur and super model, David Gandy. 
The programme ensures that all students are able to reach their full potential through 
mentoring, workshops and partnership with parents.  
  
Enrichment for All 
 
What goes on in the classroom is enriched by clubs, exchanges, involvement with industry, 
trips and visits.  A highly dedicated staff team ensure that students’ time at school is 
unforgettable.  
 
“The school has provided me with opportunities to expand my learning and provided the 

chance to have some great experiences both at home and abroad. The trips such as the US 

exchange and World Challenge have developed my character. Things like the town council 

and involvement with community have taught many lessons and I would strongly advise 

younger years to get involved. I would like to thank the school for giving me an outstanding 

foundation to build from in later life” – student, Kirkland Rowell 2016 

 
Communication Skills 
 
We aim for our students to be excellent 21st century communicators. We develop literate 
and numerate young people through a wide range of initiatives from effective transition 
from KS2 – ‘Ready for Secondary’ - to ‘Readasaurus’ and author visits. Safe use of ICT and 
social media feature in our Computer Science and Personal Development programmes as 
part of ongoing work with students and their parents to ensure digital literacy and safety.  
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Personal Development and Wellbeing 
 
Healthy Schools re-designation and recognition of our outstanding Emotional Wellbeing and 
Mental Health (EWMH) provision has helped ensure student personal development and 
wellbeing is excellent. Our Pastoral System is a strength and student involvement in 
evaluating and updated our Personal Development Curriculum has ensured that our RSE and E
-Safety lessons are relevant and engaging. “The school is achieving a high standard of moral, 
social and community values and instilling them in my daughter. Thank you.” – parent, 
Kirkland Rowell 2016. 
 
Innovative Technology 
 

We constantly embrace ways in which students’ experiences can be enhanced by technology. 
Our partnership with Fujitsu has facilitated a bespoke classroom and business placement 
opportunities and we have been a key partner in Shift’s BfB Labs Wellbeing Videogames which 
first launched in July 2017.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-essex-54169724 

 
Sharing good practice 
 
We have excellent teachers and skills are shared in and across departments as part of our CPD 
programme. Subject leads and other staff develop outstanding teaching both here and in our 
supportive work in other schools. The Billericay Teaching School Alliance facilitates 
networking events in a range of subjects, developing practice and sharing ideas across the 
wider community. With lead subject mentors in 7 different subject areas, we appreciate the 
importance of succession planning in future-proofing quality teaching and learning and play a 
leading role in training the teachers of tomorrow.   
 
Sixth form 
 
We are very proud of our Sixth Form. Inclusive and welcoming, our students are a vital part of 
the school and wider community. They go on to achieve excellence in Higher Education, 
apprenticeships and employment and return long after they have left in order to share their 
experiences, skills and advice with younger years. Our committed and knowledgeable Sixth 
Form team maintain a sharp focus on academic performance, whilst at the same time 
providing exceptional advice on University applications, career pathways and student 
wellbeing. Our programme of external speakers provides our sixth formers with the 
opportunity to reflect on their own ambitions, the culture and history of the world in which 
they live and inspires them to be the best people that they can. 
years to get involved. I would like to thank the school for giving me an outstanding foundation 
to build from in later life” – student, Kirkland Rowell 2016 
 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths and Medicine (STEMM) Excellence 
 
STEM masterclasses, competitions, industry mentors and stretch and challenge across the key 
stages and beyond, are part of our More Able Provision for years 7 – 13 and our commitment 
to providing exciting opportunities for all. Our staff are committed to ensuring that every 
student can gain valuable experience and the skills they need to succeed in varied careers. 
Collaborating with the Royal Institute on Saturday Masterclasses in Engineering, Computer 
Science and Mathematics for KS3,4 and 5 students, we opened these opportunities up to 
students from schools across the county.  
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Welcome to the Information Booklet for Year 6 to 7 

September 2021 Intake. 

 

My name is Mrs Barton, Admissions Officer at The 

Billericay School and I am here to support and guide 

you through the admissions process if needed.  

 
The process can seem very overwhelming so if you 
have any questions please do not hesitate to contact 
me by calling 01277 655191 or via email at:  

admissions@billericayschool.com  

 

You will find a lot of information, including our Admissions Policy, published on our website 

which we hope will help you during the application process.   

http://www.billericayschool.com/admissions/  

 

 

Below you can find useful links to external sites which may provide answers to many 

frequently asked questions about the admissions process to The Billericay School.  

  

Essex Education Services: A guide to School Admission Appeals  

Ofsted Inspection The Billericay School May 2018 

Essex County council - Applying for a school place  
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

Q. When can we make an application to Essex County Council, School Admissions? 

 

A. From 11 September 2020, you can apply online to Essex for your child’s Year 7 

secondary  school place. Please review the Essex County Council website for 

full details. 

 

Q. Can I send my application to Essex by post instead of making an online 

application? 

 

A. An application form is available from Essex County Council for you to complete 

and return.  Please bear in mind there may be delays if you submit your 

application via post and your application  may not be received by the Local 

Authority’s deadline. 

 

Q When is the deadline for applications to be submitted to Essex County Council? 

 

A. You must submit an application to Essex County Council by the national closing 

date of  31  October 2020.  Applications received by Essex County Council 

after this date will be  considered late and you may reduce your chance of 

being offered a place at your  preferred school. It is your responsibility to 

apply for a school place at the correct times.  Essex County Council will not 

send you any letters to inform you to apply for your child’s school place. 

 

 

Please remember we are here to help you, 

please do not hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions. 

FA
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 

Q. Do I still need to name The Billericay School as one of 

my preferences if: 

 My child resides in the school’s priority admission 

area 

 I have a sibling at the school 

 My child attends a listed feeder school 

 My child attends a Cresco Multi Academy Trust 

school 

 

A. Yes. If you wish to be considered for a place at The 

Billericay School you must list us as one of your 

preferences regardless of the criteria that will be 

afforded to your application.  

 

 

Q. What is the IT Test, should my child take the test?  

 

A. The school is designated as a having a specialism in “Maths and Computing.” 

Therefore,  up to  28 places will be available to children who demonstrate 

aptitude for computing in a test  to be  conducted at the school in October 2020. 

 The IT Test is optional and open to all applicants regardless of the priority afforded by 

the  admission criteria.  A full list of FAQs relating to the IT Test (plus important 

dates) can be  found on the school website (Admissions/IT Test), but please call the 

school for further  guidance if you have additional questions relating to the test. 

 

Q I’m so confused, I don’t know what to do? 

 

A. Please contact Mrs Barton direct – we can offer help and answer all of your questions. 

 

Please remember we are here to help you, 

please do not hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions. 
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IT Test for a Specialist School Place 

Saturday 10 October 2020 at The Billericay School 

 

The school is designated as a having a specialism in “Maths and Computing.” Therefore, 

up to 28 places will be available to children who demonstrate aptitude for computing.  

Applications to sit the aptitude test must be submitted to The Billericay School no later 

than 02 October 2020, using the school’s IT Test Application Form (Supplementary 

Information Form - SIF). Information provided on the form is used for the sole purpose 

of contacting you/registering your child for the IT Test. 

 

A form is available on the school website or a paper copy is available upon request from 

the school by emailing: 

admissions@billericayschool.com 

It is the responsibility of parent/carers to ensure that the form is received by the school 

by the deadline. The school will confirm receipt of your IT Application Form by post or 

email.  

 

Please remember that completing a SIF on its own is not an application of a school 

preference - parent/carers must still apply direct to the Local Authority (Essex County 

Council School Admissions) by the Essex deadline. 

 

The IT Test is optional and open to all applicants regardless of the priority afforded by 

the admission criteria. 

Please note that due to the current health situation relating to Covid-19,  arrangements 

to the test day are constantly under review to ensure the safety of all parties. 

 

Please regularly check the school website for updates.  
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Below are some FAQs but we encourage you to contact the school if you have any 
questions relating to the IT Test. 
 
How many Specialist School Places are available? 
28 Specialist School places are available for entry via the IT Test. 
 
I have submitted an application form for my child to sit the test, when will I be notified 
about the arrangement? 
The test will take place at The Billericay School on Saturday 10 October 2020. You will receive 
a letter confirming the test time allocated and information regarding arrangements during 
the week commencing 05 October 2020.  If you do not receive notification by 08 October you 
must contact the school direct. Please also review the school website (Admissions: Year 6 to 
7 September 2021 Intake) on a regular basis for any updates. 
 
Will my child need to bring any equipment? 
The test is completed on a computer – no equipment is necessary. 
 
Do I have to stay at the school whilst my child completes the test? 
Parent/carers must remain on school site until your child has completed the test.  Details of 
arrangements will be published in your child’s letter confirming the time slot allocated.  
 
What sort of questions will the test cover? 
The test consists of multiple choice questions relating to a number of IT areas, such as: 
hardware/spreadsheets/databases/word-processing/programming/Internet.  The Test is 
administered by an external provider.  
 
Can my child practice/revise for the test? 
Not really.   The test is an aptitude test and as such is designed to find out how well a 
student can use a computer, their general knowledge of ICT and whether they are able to 
think around a problem.  The content covered by the test is within the Computer Science 
curriculum for year 6 students. 
 
How long does the test take? 
The test is one hour.  It is designed to stop at the end of an hour and therefore assesses a 
students’ ability to think quickly, know the subject and make decisions.   
 
How is the test marked/scored? 
The test is scored electronically by an external provider.   
 
When will I be notified of my child’s result? 
You will be informed if your child has achieved/did not achieve the minimum score required 
by post, no later than 16 October 2020. If your child does not achieve the pass mark it has no 
consequence to your application via Essex County Council which will be ranked via the 
priority afforded by the admission criteria.  
Please note: it is school policy not to advise parents of individual test scores or the 
minimum score required to be considered for a specialist school place. 
 
What happens if my child is ill/cannot attend on the day of the test? 
The school does not hold an alternative test date. 
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