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Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

The aim of this booklet is to offer subject specific  guidance to support students and parents as we work 

towards the Summer GCSE 2021 Examination season.   

 

Examinations, particularly important ones, are very stressful for students and probably even more so for 

parents.  This can feel heightened currently given COVID-19 and we are here to support the students 

through this period.  As a parent, we would ask that you continue to support them with encouragement 

and praise and remind them to carry out regular revision using their teacher’s advice.  This booklet 

provides parents with key information about any adjustments to courses and examinations following  

recent announcements from the DfE and Ofqual.  

 

All children are very different, so it follows that there is no single approach to how a parent can help, but 

here are some suggestions: 

 

Students who do best in Exams: 

 have revised thoroughly, carefully and efficiently 

 feel confident 

 have parents who take an interest in their child’s revision 

 

What can parents do? 

Here is some general advice: 

Do 

 Discuss with your child what will be involved during the revision period and what your role could be. 

 Provide the environment necessary for success.  Students need a place to revise which is quiet, calm 
and comfortable (probably the most important need is quiet), a tidy room but a visually stimulating 
study centre. 

 Respond positively when asked for help and give plenty of praise and encouragement.  Ask exactly 
how you can help and if you cannot help immediately, say when it is convenient. 

 Point out what your child has done well when you look at their work.  Don’t dwell on errors, 
emphasise the positives. 

 Keep your child supplied with food and drinks. 

 Be prepared to listen when you child wants to talk about issues as everything becomes more 
emotional and heightened during the examination period. 

 Encourage morning revision when the brain is more receptive and discourage studying right up to 
when they go to bed. 

 Encourage your child to plan in time to rest and to do other things outside of revising and studying.  



Don’t 

 Make comparisons with brothers, sisters, friends and so on. 

 Unintentionally add to their worries by constantly mentioning the exams. 

 Relate too much to when you were sitting exams at school or how you revised or prepared. 

 Worry if their revision techniques seem strange or unusual. 

 Make a battle out of whether or not they listen to music when doing revision. 

 Distract them unnecessarily. 

 Expect them to study all of the time, as taking some time out to relax will have a positive effect on 
their work. 

 Join in the general anxiety-stay calm, serene and confident. 

 

In Summary 

There is a great deal you can do as a parent.  You cannot revise for them and however much you would 
like to you cannot take the examinations for them, but you can be invaluable in making the process 
smooth, calm and successful. 

 

Please remember we are here to support you and your child.  Please do not hesitate to contact the 
school for help and advice. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Miss K Dempster 

Assistant Headteacher 



REVISION 

GUIDANCE 



Making your revision count 

What is Revision? 

 

Revision means ‘looking again’.  

Revision involves: 

• Finding out what you know & understand (and what you don’t) 

• Building on what you know & understand 

• Finding out what has slipped your memory 

• Working on ways on retaining information 

• Practising answers 

• Preparing to show what you have learned 

Improving Your Memory 

 

On average, we only remember: 

20% of what we read 

30% of what we hear 

40% of what we see 

50% of what we say 

60% of what we do 

BUT 

90% of what we read, hear, see, say & do  

Therefore, to remember more, we need to combine as many different ways of receiving & absorbing 
information as possible. 

Psychological research suggests that: 
 

When we learn something, we rapidly forget much of it. 
When we re-visit something we’ve learned repeatedly, we remember it better. 



Revision Planning 

Which revision strategies work best? 

Research has identified that some revision strategies are more effective than others.  The table below 

shows you the differences in some common techniques.   

Distributed practice works well with a large number of revision techniques and is shown to be very 

successful in helping with recall ability.  The diagram below shows how you could structure this 

technique. 

The subject information pages will give guidance on how to revise effectively and efficiently in their 

subject.  They will also share locations of any useful resources and materials. 



 

CORE  

SUBJECT 

INFORMATION 



SUBJECT: English Language 

EXAMINATION BOARD:  AQA 

COURSE CODE: 8700 

NUMBER OF PAPERS:  2 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS: 1 hour and 45 minutes 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

There are no changes to the specification or curriculum for the Summer 2021 examination 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

 Ensure you have the correct equipment as listed in the PPE letter 

 Revision worksheets and materials are available through the school learning resources: 

L:\English\2. GCSE\GCSE English Language 

 Create mind maps of items for revision from the Language papers 

 Create a ‘key terms’ list 

 Complete timed practice questions for Language papers 

 Practise creative writing for Language Paper 1, Q5 

 Practise writing a: Letter, speech, essay, advice leaflet or article expressing your opinion on 

something for Language Paper 2, Q5 

 Create a vocabulary list 

 Create a ‘key terms’ list 

 Complete timed practice questions for Language papers 

 Read newspapers 

 Read 19th Century literary non-fiction texts (can be found on the L Drive as extracts found in 

exam paper inserts) 

 Watch the news 

file:///L:/English/2. GCSE/GCSE English Literature


SUBJECT: English Literature 

EXAMINATION BOARD:  AQA 

COURSE CODE: 8702 

NUMBER OF PAPERS:  2 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS: TBC 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

 The Power and Conflict anthology has been removed. You will only answer the Unseen Poetry 

section of Paper 2. 

 

 Paper 1 Literature will now have questions for: A Christmas Carol and An Inspector Calls 

 

 Paper 2 Literature will now have questions for:  Macbeth and Unseen Poetry 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

 Ensure you have the correct equipment as listed in the PPE letter 

 Revision worksheets and materials are available through the school learning resources: 

L:\English\2. GCSE\GCSE English Literature 

 Create flash cards with key quotes/information on from Literature texts 

 Re-read set Literature texts independently 

 Create mind maps of items for revision from Literature texts 

 Create a ‘key terms’ list 

 Complete timed practice questions for Literature papers 

 Watch adaptations of set Literature texts 

 Read articles written about set texts  

file:///L:/English/2. GCSE/GCSE English Literature


SUBJECT: Mathematics 

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

COURSE CODE: 1MA1 

NUMBER OF PAPERS: 3— Paper 1 is non-calculator, Papers 2 and 3 are calculator 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS: 1 hour 30 minutes each 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

 Complete Memri tasks weekly and revise using Hegarty Maths 

 Learn the key formulae — in the Google classroom under Key Facts for GCSE Mathematics 

 Make sure you are confident in using your calculator 

 Ensure you have the correct equipment as listed in the PPE letter 

 The Mathematics revision that has the biggest impact is doing questions and checking answers 

 Revision worksheets are available through the school learning resources (L Drive/Maths/KS4 

Resources) 

 

 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

There are no changes to the specification or curriculum for the Summer 2021 examination 

 



SUBJECT: Science 

EXAMINATION BOARD:  AQA 

COURSE CODE: Trilogy (8464), Biology(8461), Chemistry(8462), Physics(8463) 

NUMBER OF PAPERS:  

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS: Trilogy (6x 1hr 15mins), Separate (6x 1hr 45mins) 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

There are no changes to the examined content of the course. 

Students do not need to carry out the required practical, just see them demonstrated or simulated on 

a computer. 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 Make sure you have learned the equations and can rearrange them. 

 Make sure you can write an equipment list, a method and know the main conclusions of each 

required practical. 

 Read all 6 mark long answer questions carefully to analyse what the examiner actually wants 

and then answer it using bullet points. 

 Show you working out on calculations and make sure to give the correct number of significant 

figures if this is required. 

 Kerboodle is your online textbook. 

 There are past papers available in learning resources and also on the exam board website. 

 https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/ is an excellent place to find extra notes and exam 

questions broken down by topic with answers. 

 Primrose kitten is a YouTube channel used by many students for good online explanations of 

science ideas. 

 Malmesbury science is a YouTube channel which is very good to use when you want to review 

the required practicals. 



 

EBACC 

SUBJECTS 

INFORMATION 



SUBJECT: Geography 
EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

COURSE CODE: GCSE SPECIFICATION A 

NUMBER OF PAPERS:   3  Papers 

    Paper 1 The Physical Environment 

    Paper 2 The Human Environment 

    Paper 3 UK Challenges & Fieldwork 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS:  All examinations are 1hour 30 minutes in length 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 Make sure you have access to all your geography exercise books from Year 9 onwards as the course has 

been taught since September of Year 9. 

 Use the revision guides from CGP and/or Edexcel to support your understanding and to practise exam 

questions. 

 Make use of all lesson resources and school produced revision material available on the L Drive 

(L:\Geography\GCSE GEOGRAPHY COURSE) and shared with you in Google Drive (https://

drive.google.com/drive/folders/1bl9sPWGXzcGnUzc_eqC86AW2YNgnS9r2?usp=sharing) 

 Register with Seneca Learning (https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/) and join the class your teacher has 

set up for you. Use the modules to revise, test and retest your understanding of key geography 

knowledge. 

 Learn the key terms! 

 You have looked at lots of named examples of places in different units so review them 

 As a minimum you must review the three case studies that you absolutely will be asked questions about 

in the exam: 

 Birmingham and Mexico City for the Changing Cities Unit in Paper 2 

 India for the Developing Countries Unit in Paper 2 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

The requirement to undertake 2 days of fieldwork has been removed as have the questions 

related to the fieldwork students have done themselves. Our students had already done the 

Rivers fieldwork day, but will no longer need to do the Urban fieldwork day. 

Students will still answer questions about fieldwork, but these will focus on the investigation/

enquiry process and relate to examples fieldwork carried out by other students. 

This change has removed 16 marks from Paper 3 UK Challenges & Fieldwork, but the length of the 

paper is unchanged.  



SUBJECT: History 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

COURSE CODE: 8145 

NUMBER OF PAPERS: 2 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS: paper 1 is 2 hours, Paper 2 is 1 hour 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

 Follow the revision plan for the year that we have shared with you and your parents 

 Complete the Google Classroom revision quizzes that are posted every two weeks 

 Complete the exam practice questions that your teacher sets you every week 

 Use the study guides that we distribute after half-term (these cost £5 for the 3 books) to 

produce revision resources at home. There are electronic versions of these books on the L drive 

and they have been posted on your Google Classroom stream 

 In the lesson resources folder in the L drive, there are lots of practice questions—write answers 

to these and hand them into your teacher for marking 

 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

It has been reduced from 4 sections to 3 sections—this means that students do not need to revise the 

section on Norman England 1066-1100 

Paper 1 will not change—Section A will be on Germany 1890-1945 and Section B will be on Conflict 

and Tension 1918-39 

Paper 2 will now only consist of one section—Health in Britain c1000 to Present Day. There is also a 

minor change to Question 4 on this paper as it will not have any marks for spelling, punctuation and 

grammar.  



SUBJECT: Chinese 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

COURSE CODE: 8673 

NUMBER OF PAPERS: 3 written papers (see below for speaking element) 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS:  

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

 Learn the vocabulary in your vocabulary booklet. Make flash cards and test yourself 

regularly 

 Use the memrise website to test yourself on vocabulary 

 Learn to write from memory key words from each section of the vocabulary booklet 

 Learn to write a variety of verbs, time phrases and opinions 

 Practise past papers from the L drive 

 When writing, refer to the checklist of structures and try to include as many of them as 

you can 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

Speaking: There will be no speaking exam.  Students’ speaking skills will be assessed by 

teachers during the course of study and the endorsement level of pass, merit or 

distinction will be reported alongside the 9-1 grade.  

Writing: Students will have a choice of three titles rather than two for the longer 

essays. To give students time to read all of the optional questions carefully before 

making a choice, they will be given an extra five minutes  to the scheduled exam time 

(reflected in the timings above). 

Foundation 

Paper 1 Listening : 35 minutes 

Paper 2:Speaking: n/a  (see below) 

Paper 3 Reading::  45 minutes 

Paper  4 Writing: 1 hour 5 minutes 

Higher 

Paper 1 Listening : 45 minutes 

Paper 2:Speaking: n/a  (see below) 

Paper 3 Reading::  1 hour 

Paper  4 Writing: 1 hour 20 minutes 



SUBJECT: French 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

COURSE CODE: 8658 

NUMBER OF PAPERS: 3 written papers (see below for speaking element) 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

 Learn the vocabulary in your vocabulary booklet. Make flash cards and test 

yourself regularly. 

 Use the Memrise website to test yourself on vocabulary. 

 Practise past papers from the L drive. 

 When writing, refer to the checklist of structures and try to include as many of 

them as you can. 

 Go through marked pieces of writing and rewrite with the corrections. 

Foundation 

Paper 1 Listening : 35 minutes 

Paper 2:Speaking: n/a  (see below) 

Paper 3 Reading::  45 minutes 

Paper  4 Writing: 1 hour 5 minutes 

Higher 

Paper 1 Listening : 45 minutes 

Paper 2:Speaking: n/a  (see below) 

Paper 3 Reading::  1 hour 

Paper  4 Writing: 1 hour 20 minutes 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2020 EXAMINATION 

Speaking: There will be no speaking exam.  Students’ speaking skills will be assessed 

by teachers during the course of study and the endorsement level of pass, merit or 

distinction will be reported alongside the 9-1 grade.  

Writing: Students will have a choice of three titles rather than two for the longer 

essays.  To give students time to read all of the optional questions carefully before 

making a choice, they will be given an extra five minutes  to the scheduled exam time 

(reflected in the timings above). 



SUBJECT: German 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

COURSE CODE: 8668 

NUMBER OF PAPERS: 3 written papers (see below for speaking element) 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

 Learn the vocabulary in your vocabulary booklet and topic booklets. Make flash 

cards and test yourself regularly. 

 Use the Seneca and Quizlet websites to test yourself on vocabulary. 

 Review the topic lessons on the L drive and redo exercises (L drive / year 9, 10 and 

11 resources). 

 Practise past papers from the GCSE revision folder on the L drive. 

 When writing, refer to the checklist of structures and try to include as many of 

them as you can. 

Foundation 

Paper 1 Listening : 35 minutes 

Paper 2:Speaking: n/a  (see below) 

Paper 3 Reading::  45 minutes 

Paper  4 Writing: 1 hour 5 minutes 

Higher 

Paper 1 Listening : 45 minutes 

Paper 2:Speaking: n/a  (see below) 

Paper 3 Reading::  1 hour 

Paper  4 Writing: 1 hour 20 minutes 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2020 EXAMINATION 

Speaking: There will be no speaking exam.  Students’ speaking skills will be assessed 

by teachers during the course of study and the endorsement level of pass, merit or 

distinction will be reported alongside the 9-1 grade.  

Writing: Students will have a choice of three titles rather than two for the longer 

essays.  To give students time to read all of the optional questions carefully before 

making a choice, they will be given an extra five minutes  to the scheduled exam time 

(reflected in the timings above). 



SUBJECT: Computer Science 

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

COURSE CODE: 1MA1 

NUMBER OF PAPERS:  2 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS:  2 Papers, both written, 1 hour and 30minutes long each. 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

There are no changes to the specification or curriculum for the Summer 2021 examination 

 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

Revise the course content fully, ensure that you are revising the right units for the right papers. Paper 

1 will cover Units 1-4, while paper 2 will cover units 3-7.  

 

Check on the past papers and mark schemes to assess yourself and your knowledge, where you make 

mistakes or errors, please ensure to revise more thoroughly on those topics.  

 

There will be no calculators, you will have to be able to convert from Binary, Denary and Hex yourself. 

 

Make sure you revise unit 3 and 4 for BOTH examinations. Questions from those units can, and have, 

appeared on both papers in the past.  

 

Know how to perform Merge Sort and Bubble Sort. 



 

OPTION 

SUBJECTS 

INFORMATION 



SUBJECT: Art and Design 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

COURSE CODE: 8201 

NUMBER OF PAPERS: There is no external exam this year.  

You will have a 2 day coursework completion assessment session later in the year. 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

COURSEWORK 

FINAL MARKING DEADLINE TBC 

 Improve and complete coursework for Portrait tasks and Issues and Expressions 

project.  This represents 100% of your total GCSE grade. 

 Check your marked feedback and yellow feedback sheets to complete all tasks 

thoroughly. 

 Make sure that your work covers all of the assessment objectives. 

 Look at the PLC’s and complete the set tasks and any final feedback from your 

teacher. 

 You should be continuing with coursework improvement for homework, at least 1½ 

hours per week. 

 See Coursework pack in L:\Art\Year 11\Coursework Pack 2019 2021 for all handouts, 

PowerPoints, PLC’s and project information. 

 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

For GCSE Art and Design: students will complete Component 1 (Portfolio) only.  

file:///L:/Art/Year 11/Coursework Pack 2019 2021


SUBJECT: Business Studies 

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

COURSE CODE: 1BS0 

NUMBER OF PAPERS: 2— Paper 1 is Year 10 content. Paper 2 is Year 11 content. 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS: 1 hour 30 minutes each, both are worth 90 marks 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

 Use Seneca learning to help with content knowledge 

 Use this folder  — L:\Business Studies\1 GCSE 9-1\Edexcel GCSE Business\Revision 

 Learn : 

 Financial calculations 

 Answering techniques 

 Check your knowledge against the P LC’s 

 Bring a calculator to the exam 

 IMPORTANT  - Relearn the answering techniques.  This is the single most important thing that 

you can do. 

 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

There are no changes to the specification or curriculum for the Summer 2021 examination 

 



SUBJECT: Construction  

EXAMINATION BOARD: City and Guilds Level 1 

COURSE CODE: 601/0324/3  

NUMBER OF PAPERS: 1  

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS:  1 hour 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

There are no changes to the specification or curriculum for the Summer 2021 examination 

 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 Complete Revision tasks and revise using resources in the L Drive/Construction/City and Guilds 

construction 

 Learn the key Topic — in the Google classroom under Unit 101—Health and safety in 

Construction 

 Make sure you are confident in using the correct terminology 

 Ensure you have the correct equipment as listed in the PPE letter 

 The Construction revision that has the biggest impact is doing questions and checking answers 

 Past Revision Papers are available through the school learning resources L Drive/Construction/

City and Guilds 



SUBJECT: BTEC Construction 

EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON /EDEXCEL Level 2  

COURSE CODE: 600/6817/6  

NUMBER OF PAPERS: 1— Paper 1—Construction Technology 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS: 1 hour 15 minutes  

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

There are no changes to the specification or curriculum for the Summer 2021 examination 

 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

 Complete Revision tasks and revise using resources in the L Drive/Construction/BTEC 

construction 

 Learn the key Topic — in the Google classroom under Unit 1—Construction Technology 

 Make sure you are confident in using the correct terminology 

 Ensure you have the correct equipment as listed in the PPE letter 

 The Construction revision that has the biggest impact is doing questions and checking answers 

 Past Revision Papers are available through the school learning resources L Drive/Construction/

BTEC construction) 



SUBJECT: Drama 

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

COURSE CODE: 8261 

NUMBER OF COMPONENTS: 3 COMPONENTS IN TOTAL.—TWO PRACTICAL COMPONENTS- (DEVISING 

DRAMA AND TEXTS IN PRACTICE) WITH A 2500 WORD COURSEWORK REQUIREMENT FOR 

COMPONENT TWO-DEVISING DRAMA. 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS: Written paper 1 hour 45 minutes 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

You will find various folders with past exam questions, exemplar answers, marking schemes and 

subject specific terminology sheets in: Learning Resources/Drama/ Year 11 and Year 10 AQA New 

specification folder. 

 

One of the documents is a Walking/Talking PP that will take you through Section A, B and C of the 

exam.   

 

Your teacher has shown you the process of accessing all resources. 

 

There are also a number of resources in Google Classroom that are related to the Devising Log 

Coursework. 

 

Students should also use BBC Bitesize– BLOOD BROTHERS– for additional revision material. 

 

Students will be issued with a detailed revision booklet which they should take home and a copy of 

the play BLOOD BROTHERS. 

 

On Friday 13th November, all Year 11 Drama students  will be off timetable from P1 to P3 in order to 

watch a Streamed production of the play ‘Things I know To Be True’ in preparation for their written 

PPE and actual exam.   

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

There are no changes to the specification or curriculum for the Summer 2021 examination 

 



SUBJECT: Film Studies 

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDUQAS 

COURSE CODE: C670U20-1 

NUMBER OF PAPERS:  Two 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS:  Each paper 1hour 30 minutes 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 

 Complete all film quizzes on google classroom 

 Complete all tasks in the revision booklets in learning resources  (revision folder) 

 Make revision cards for each film using the  film PowerPoints in learning resources 

 Complete the practice exam questions in learning resources (revision folder) and check answers 

against the model answers 

 Watch and re watch the designated extracts for each film in learning resources (revision folder) 

 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

A filmed extract from a genre film (2- 2 1/2 minutes) 

OR 

A mock-up filmed extract (STORYBOARD) from a genre film (20 – 30 shots with annotations) 

TEMPLATE on the Eduqas website 

OR 

An extract from a screenplay for a genre film accompanied by a shooting script of a key section from 

the screenplay (one minute of screen time or one page of script) 

Evaluation remains unchanged. 



SUBJECT: Music 
EXAMINATION BOARD: OCR 

COURSE CODE: J536 

NUMBER OF PAPERS: 1 listening exam paper (40%) Coursework is 60% 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS: Max duration 1hr30 (actually around 1hr 10 as runs on a CD) 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 Revision  for genre specific resources can be found in : L:\Music\GCSE MUSIC\New GCSE 1-9 

 Continue to use your knowledge retrieval booklets for each area of study, copies of these can be 

found in: L:\Music\GCSE MUSIC\New GCSE 1-9\Knowledge Retrieval booklets 

 Use your Pre - mock knowledge audit to focus your revision, copy of this can be found in: 

L:\Music\GCSE MUSIC\New GCSE 1-9/Pre Mock Knowledge Audit yr11.pdf 

 Past papers (old spec but some genres are still relevant) can be found in: 

L:\Music\GCSE MUSIC\Year 11 

 At this stage you should be: 

Revising key genres for the Areas of Study from your GCP book. 

Use the notes from the student conference. A copy of the power point can be found here - 

L:\Music\GCSE MUSIC\New GCSE 1-9\GCSE Music Conference 2018 PDF.pdf  

 Useful collection of Area of study videos can be found on YouTube – OCR GCSE MUSIC (9-1 

Spec) Virtual Textbook  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=p6xJGxboCW8&list=PLyNdGKxoYqifliha9-a7FIEFQ8s7QGNvp These are also on learning 

resources here - L:\Music\GCSE MUSIC\New GCSE 1-9\Virtual Textbook videos 

The OCR Revision guide can be found here - L:\Music\GCSE MUSIC\New GCSE 1-9\OCR Revision 

guide 

Revising the key terms and musical vocabulary you will use to answer the listening paper. 

Practising the listening exam papers from the L Drive using the mark schemes.  

Use the lessons and exercises on www.musictheory.net (especially interval recognition) to help 

you with the theory and dictation questions.  

Listen to lots of examples of the genres you are studying. 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

No changes to 40% listening exam paper. 

However, OCR have removed 1 unit (Practical Component) from the coursework, as a result the 

students only need to submit one performance (minimum length of 1.5 mins) and one composition. 

It still remains 60% of the course.  

file://///BILL-STO-001/LEARNING%20RESOURCES/Music/GCSE%20MUSIC/New%20GCSE%201-9
file:///L:/Music/GCSE MUSIC/New GCSE 1-9/Knowledge Retrieval booklets
file:///L:/Music/GCSE MUSIC/New GCSE 1-9/Pre Mock Knowledge Audit Y11.pdf
file://///BILL-STO-001/LEARNING%20RESOURCES/Music/GCSE%20MUSIC/Year%2011
file://///BILL-STO-001/LEARNING%20RESOURCES/Music/GCSE%20MUSIC/New%20GCSE%201-9/GCSE%20Music%20Conference%202018%20PDF.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6xJGxboCW8&list=PLyNdGKxoYqifliha9-a7FIEFQ8s7QGNvp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p6xJGxboCW8&list=PLyNdGKxoYqifliha9-a7FIEFQ8s7QGNvp
file://///BILL-STO-001/LEARNING%20RESOURCES/Music/GCSE%20MUSIC/New%20GCSE%201-9/Virtual%20Textbook%20videos
file://///BILL-STO-001/LEARNING%20RESOURCES/Music/GCSE%20MUSIC/New%20GCSE%201-9/OCR%20Revision%20guide
file://///BILL-STO-001/LEARNING%20RESOURCES/Music/GCSE%20MUSIC/New%20GCSE%201-9/OCR%20Revision%20guide
http://www.musictheory.net


SUBJECT: Product Design 

EXAMINATION BOARD: WJEC Eduqas 

COURSE CODE: 603/1121/6 

NUMBER OF PAPERS: 1 exam paper 

LENGTH OF EXAMINATIONS: 2 hours 

ADVICE ON PREPARING FOR PPEs AND EXAMINATIONS 

 Revise using your AQA Revision cards. 

 The exam is a mix of short answer, structured and extended writing questions assessing 

your' knowledge and understanding of: technical principles, designing  making principles 

along with your ability to analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider issues in 

design and technology. 

 There are 6 questions: 100 marks (50% final grade). 

 15 marks are for maths style questions.  

 You will need basic drawing equipment, coloured pencils and a calculator for this 
examination 

 Answer questions 1 to 5 and ONLY ONE question 6. 

  You are reminded of the necessity for good English and orderly presentation in your 

answers 

 Revision resources are available on  (L:\Design Technology\KS4 PRODUCT DESIGN) 

 A revision time table template is available for you to download from (L:\Design 

Technology\KS4 PRODUCT DESIGN)  

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2021 EXAMINATION 

There are no changes to the specification or curriculum for the Summer 2021 examination 

 



SITTING YOUR 

EXAMINATIONS 



Sitting your Exams 
 

 
 
The night before  
 Only attempt light revision from your revision notes, not any totally new revision.  

 Get all the equipment you need (4 black pens, 2 pencils, ruler, rubber, calculator, etc.) ready the 
night before.  The last thing you want is to be rushing around looking for stuff in the morning.  

 Try to get a good night’s sleep – no computer games or late night TV!  
 
On the day  
 Get up in plenty of time.  

 Make sure you have everything you need before you leave home.  

 If you want to, do some last minute revision by flicking through your notes.  

 Make an agreement with your friend not to talk about the exam.  
 
Budget you time  
 Always take a watch with you.  

 Work out how much time you can devote to each question or section. 

 As you take the exam you may find yourself falling behind schedule – don’t panic just work a little 
faster.  

 Don’t fall into the trap of spending most time answering the questions you know least about.  Give 
them a go but don’t be afraid to move on.  

 
Tackling the questions  
 Read every question at least twice.  

 Think about the question before you get into your answer.  

 Work out how long and detailed the answer needs to be by looking at the space you are given and 
the number of marks available.  

 For essay-type questions outline the main points you intend to include in your answer.  Without 
an outline you are likely to stray from the point or forget important points.  

 Remember to stick to what the question is asking.  
 


