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3 April 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers/Students 
 
I am writing to update you about the way in which the Department for Education and Ofqual (The Office of 
Qualifications and Examinations Regulations) plan to grade and award GCSE and A Levels qualifications for 
students in Years 11 and 13. This is following the announcement on 18 March 2020 that the summer 2020 
exam season was to be cancelled in order to help prevent the spread of Coronavirus.  
 
Ofqual have today issued an open letter for students outlining their plans, which you can view here:  
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877
830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf  
 
The guidance relates only to GCSE, A level and Extended Project qualifications. Ofqual will issue guidance 
in relation to vocational qualifications, CTEC, CNAT and BTEC Awards, at a later date. 
 
Ofqual are suggesting that students in Years 10 and below cannot be entered for examinations this summer, 
but this has yet to be confirmed. Should this be the case, it will obviously be a disappointment to those 
students in Year 10 who were anticipating completing their first option qualification, which they have been 
studying in Years 9 & 10, this summer. Please rest assured that we would ensure that those students are 
not disadvantaged when they do sit their exams. 
 
You will see from the guidance that Ofqual plans to ensure that students receive their results in line with 
the original August 2020 timelines.  This will ensure that all students are able to progress to their next stage 
of education or training as planned. 
 
Please accept my assurances that staff are working tirelessly to ensure that all students achieve the grades 
they deserve and have been working hard towards over the course of the past two years. 
 
The Ofqual guidance states: 
 

 The exam boards will be standardising the grades awarded by the school and they will be moving 
them up or down in light of national standards  

 Students cannot be set any extra work to "help" us allocate a grade 

 With respect to SEND and access arrangements; schools and colleges will judge the grade that these 
students would most likely have achieved if they had been able to sit their examinations with the 
intended reasonable adjustment or access arrangement in place 

 Students will receive their grades by the August results day, or slightly earlier if possible 

 There will be an appeal process to be announced later by OFQUAL and implemented by the exam 
boards 

 There will be an Autumn exam series for those that think they could do better than the grade 
awarded by the exam boards in the Summer 

 It is important that schools and colleges do not share provisional grades, nor rank orders, with 
students or parents and carers before results are issued 
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Please respect this advice and do not ask any teachers for information about your child’s grade or how it 
has been arrived at. 
  
I would like to thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed,  B.Ed(Hons) 
Headteacher  
 


