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13 July 2021 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Re: Return to School – September 2021 
 
I am writing to confirm the change in start dates and the Covid19 asymptomatic testing arrangements for 
the start of the Autumn term in September 2021.  
 
As children and young people return to the classroom following the summer holidays and the further easing 
of restrictions, the DfE and PHE want to be sure that potential Covid-19 cases are identified as quickly as 
possible and measures are put in place to prevent the virus spreading throughout the school community.  
 
From 16 August, if step 4 of the roadmap goes ahead, these measures will no longer include the self-
isolation of close contacts if they are under age 18 or have had both doses of the vaccine. This makes regular 
testing even more important.  
 
Testing Arrangements 
 
Year 7: 
 
Our new Year 7 students will be offered two onsite tests in school to ensure they are confidently and 
correctly administering the tests, which have not been offered to them at primary school. These tests will 
take place on Tuesday 31 August, before school starts, and on Friday 3 September, following their Induction 
Day. Parents/carers will be notified of these timings in a separate letter.  
 
In order to facilitate these onsite tests, all other students will not return to full time school until Monday 
6 September.  
 
Years 8-13 
 
It is vital that students returning to Years 8 to 13 complete two tests at home before they return to school 
and continue to report results to us via Test Register. This is so that they do not have to have two Lateral 
Flow Tests in school, with all the disruption to learning that this involves, before the start of a new academic 
year.  
 
We have been overwhelmed by the support of our parental community during this pandemic and we know 
that you, like us, want to ensure that there is minimum interruption to learning as we begin a new term. 
We will provide every student currently in school with test kits before we break up for the summer. 
Students must take two tests, between 3 and 5 days apart, in the week beginning the 30th August.   
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Year 12 students will need to take two tests before their enrolment day on Thursday 2 September and will 
need to order test kits online here: https://www.essex.gov.uk/getting-tested-for-covid-19/if-you-dont-
have-symptoms 
 
Year 13 students will need to take their tests before their enrolment day on Friday 3 September. 
 
It continues to remain so very important that students and staff continue to test at home, twice a week. 
From September, we will continue to provide test kits, but if you find you do not have sufficient supply to 
cover the summer holiday period, test kits can be ordered online or collected locally. More information is 
available here: https://www.essex.gov.uk/getting-tested-for-covid-19/if-you-dont-have-symptoms  
 
One in three people who test positive for Covid-19 do not have symptoms and so regular asymptomatic 
testing continues to be a vital part of the country’s response to managing the virus. This new testing 
approach is designed to minimise the spread of Covid-19 and support more learners to remain in face-to-
face education, which is our top priority.  
 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr P Berry 
Acting Headteacher 
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