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24 August 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Student Home Testing Before Return to School 
 
I hope you and your families have enjoyed a good summer and that students are well rested and excited to 
return in September.  
 
As staff and students return to school, we do so mindful of the fact that COVID-19 is still very much a 
concern. At The Billericay School, we have been very fortunate to have had the support of the overwhelming 
majority of our community regarding home testing. Students and staff have become familiar with regular 
home testing and this united effort has meant that the school has been able to remain open as much as 
possible.  
 
Testing is important because anyone could be carrying the virus, even without symptoms. Asymptomatic 
testing does not replace current guidance for those with symptoms and anyone with symptoms, whether 
they are involved in this programme or not, should book a free NHS test and follow government self-
isolation guidance until the results of their test are known. Testing also does not replace basic preventative 
measures such as regular handwashing. It is an additional measure to help protect students and staff, and 
ensure the learning of children and young people is not disrupted. 
 
The Government have now advised that all students should have two Lateral Flow Tests as soon as they 
return to school. In a school our size, on-site testing would result in significant disruption for all students 
when we know that an orderly, stress-free return to their learning is what children need. For this reason 
we are providing onsite testing before the start of term for our new Year 7s only. This is to ensure that they 
are familiar with the process and confident to continue testing at home in the future.  
 
We are relying on our parental community to ensure that students in years 8-13 are tested twice at home 
in the week before their return on Monday September 6. This model was approved by Essex County Council 
because those students are already familiar with home testing and have continued to take this 
responsibility seriously since their first tests in March. We are hugely proud of them for this and are 
confident that testing at home is a much better way to start a new academic year in terms of their wellbeing, 
rather than disrupting their learning by having staggered starts and missed lessons from on-site testing.  
 
We have already provided home test kits to facilitate this but they are also readily available in the 
community.  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-
not-have-symptoms/ 
 
Going forward, we will be providing additional home test kits as students return to school.  Government 
guidance is that twice weekly testing should take place every Sunday and Wednesday until at least the end 
of September.   
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Reporting results 
 
If your child receives a positive LFD result, you should immediately book a confirmatory PCR test. This is 
because home tests are not conducted in a controlled environment and will not have trained staff on hand. 
This confirmatory PCR test should be booked online or by calling 119. Whilst awaiting the PCR result, your 
child should self-isolate. If the PCR test is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test (at home only) and a 
child can return to school.  
 
You must also report your results to NHS Test and Trace and the school whether they are negative, positive 
or void. To facilitate this, you will receive emails from TestRegister (no-reply@testregister.co.uk) allowing 
you to do this in two simple steps from your phone or computer. If both parents/carers currently receive 
emails only ONE account should register the test result. If you do not receive an email, please check your 
Junk folder before contacting the school.  
 
Any at home testing incidents, for example repeated void results or damaged components, should be 
reported to Mrs Berry, Deputy Headteacher. The associated Privacy Notice explaining how data is stored or 
used can be found on the school website. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in helping to keep our school community safe. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr P Berry 
Acting Headteacher 
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