
   December 2020 

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH    Tel: 01277 655191  www.billericayschool.com    E-mail: info@billericayschool.com  

Well, this has certainly been a year like no other. I am sure that none of us predicted the events of 2020 
as we saw in the last New Year.  
 
Many of you will have been directly affected by the virus in one way or another and I send you my best 
wishes and hopes for better times ahead.  
 
Regardless of faith, Christmas is traditionally a magical time within schools, with school productions to 
watch, carols to be sung and lunches to enjoy with friends, so it was with great sadness that the current 
restrictions meant that many of our scheduled events were cancelled.  
 
Despite the many negative aspects of this year, I am very proud to say that we raised a record total for 
Children in Need, as well as donating to the Link to Hope Shoe Box appeal, Save The  Children Christmas 
Jumper charity, Royal Legion Poppy collection and the Billericay Food Bank.  The Dalai Lama once said 
that “Generosity is the most natural outward expression of an inner attitude of compassion” and I am 
humbled by the generosity of our school community.  
 
During the Christmas break, I would ask you all to emphasise to your child/ren the importance of 
continued social distancing. I know that children will want to meet with their friends (restrictions 
allowing) but I urge them to consider that there will be members of the wider community who are still, 
understandably, nervous of the implications of the virus and that large groups can be intimidating and 
heighten those anxieties. Please be respectful when out in public, allowing people to pass safely and 
remember to wear masks when indoors. Together, and through these measures, I hope that we will 
return to normality sometime soon. I would also like to draw your attention to the Government guidelines 
regarding “Christmas Bubbles” which can be found on our website: https://www.billericayschool.com/
coronavirus-update/government-advice/.  
 
Whilst I hope this will not be necessary, I would ask you to continue to keep the school informed of any 
positive test results throughout the break. This information is vital for us to continue to put measures in 
place to keep our school community safe. Any information can be sent to 
positivecovid@billericayschool.com. 
 
I am sure that the students, parents and carers will join me in thanking all of the staff at The Billericay 
School for their continued hard work and tireless commitment to the students of this school. Our school 
continues to grow,  with new children starting all the time which is a wonderful compliment and 
testimony to the team here. Similarly, we the staff and Governing Body would like to extend our thanks to 
you, the parents and carers for all your support as we strived to work our way through all the challenges 
that this year brought.  Most of all though, I would like to thank the students, for their resilience, their 
adaptability and most of all for their desire to learn. It has been a pleasure to see them all strive to better 
themselves despite the  many obstacles have been put in their paths.  
 
I wish you all peace and happiness during this holiday season and hope that you remain safe and healthy 
throughout.  
 
I look forward to welcoming in 2021 with optimism and hope for a brighter year.  
 

Mr A Mohammed, Headteacher  
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News & Events 

Lest we forget 

Sadly, staff and students 

were unable to attend the 

traditional service on 

Remembrance Sunday this 

year. However, Kian and Ira, 

Year 8, were able to lay a 

wreath in  Billericay on 

behalf of the school.  

 

We thank all those who have served and all 

those who continue to do so.  

Cheer Sessions 

Mrs Burton was recently successful in 

her application to secure a satellite 

funding grant for the PE department. 

This extra income has meant that our 

Year 10 girls were given the 

opportunity to participate in cheer 

sessions.  The activity was a big hit and 

students have been producing some 

excellent routines! 

Essex Teaching Awards 

We are very proud to say that The Billericay School was 

recently recognised by the Local Authority for our hard work 

and dedication throughout the COVID-19 crisis.  

 

This recognition comes ahead of the Essex Teaching Awards, 

which provide students and families with an opportunity to 

nominate a teacher for their outstanding commitment to 

education.  

 

If you would like to nominate a member of staff, please 

follow this link: https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/

workforce-development-1/cd3372df/   

Voting closes on the 31 December 2020 and will be 

recognised in the spring term.  

Lumi Nova Anxiety Programme 

We would like to extend our thanks to Mr Breathwick, Trustee for his kind donation to our Anxiety 

Programme.  This money will go towards the purchasing of licences for Lumi Nova - a CBT based 

mobile game to tackle anxiety. https://youtu.be/fE0T9_fuRuc   

The game, aimed at 7-12 year olds, enables young people to build life-long skills to self manage their 

worries and thrive in life. If you would like more information, please refer to the parents guide which 

can be found here: https://www.bfb-labs.com/luminovaparents or contact Mrs Berry, Head of 

Pastoral.  

https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/workforce-development-1/cd3372df/
https://consultations.essex.gov.uk/workforce-development-1/cd3372df/
https://youtu.be/fE0T9_fuRuc
https://www.bfb-labs.com/luminovaparents
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Student Achievements 
 

Billericay Bake off continues with some more wonderful cakes. Below Josie Year 8 and Sophie, Year 7 

have made some delicious brownies, cupcakes and a Christmas tree!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left, Tom, Year 10 treated his family 

to some chocolate babka and right 

Jessica B, Year 7 made Christmas 

cupcakes! 

University Experience for year 9 

This term, ten Year 9 students have been working on a project with a PHD tutor from Essex University 
as part of The Scholars Programme, funded by Make Happen. Students have participated in a project 
entitled ‘Think Like a Poet’.  They have written a piece of creative writing and are working towards 
writing their own sonnet and a 1500 word essay.  Students have worked with their tutor over several 
weeks via the medium of Zoom due to current restrictions.  They have also been studying extra work 
at home, some joining Zoom lessons from home as they were isolating in order to complete their 
projects.  We have been very impressed with how they have adapted to the situation. 

 

The project is aimed at engaging students in a university style experience and has included a session 
on what to expect from study as an undergraduate.  Students will receive a certificate and university 
style grade for their projects when they are completed in February.  They are all working extremely 
hard and rising to the challenge.  We look forward to seeing them achieve their potential in the future. 
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Congratulations to Ethan G in Year 10 who recently 

won a Jack Petchey Award via his karate club Maru 

Karate Kai.  Ethan has been learning karate since 

the age of 4 and is now a black belt. Ethan was 

given the award, following his commitment to 

training throughout the pandemic, attending 

sessions via zoom. Very well done! 

 

A huge well done to Jamieleigh and Kaydee, 

Year 10 who recently assisted a member of the 

public who had fallen ill. Along with a number 

of other students who were also on hand, the 

two telephoned for an ambulance and used 

their own money to get the lady sweets and 

water before waiting for over an hour with her 

until assistance arrived.   You should be very 

proud of yourselves, we certainly are!  

 

Christmas Card Competition 2020 

Thank you to everyone who entered our Christmas Card 

Competition. We had some wonderful entries and , as always, 

it was difficult to pick a winner.   

First place this year goes to Hannah P in Year 8 for her 

wonderful image of Father Christmas (left). Hannah’s design 

was used in a card which was sent to all the local schools and 

important school contacts.  

This year, the four very worthy runners up are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All five students will receive a prize and reward points for their entries. Well done all of you.  

Student Achievements 

Sophie K - Year 7 Jasmine C - Year 7 Lily L - Year 7 Jessica S - Year 7 
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Student Achievements 

 

Louis, Year 11 has been raising 

money for the Teenage Cancer Trust 

by doing 100 push-ups a day.  So far, 

Louis has completed  over 3000 push

-ups and raised an incredible £3450!  

We are sure you will agree this a 

great achievement for a very worthy 

charity. Good luck with the final 

“push” Louis! 

 

Well done to Theo, Year 8 who, earlier this year, competed in a basketball 

tournament in Spain. Theo’s team have also won the Regional League and next 

season, they will play in the National League. Great news Theo - we look 

forward to following your progress.  

 

Congratulations to Samuel, Year 10 who has been 
one of only 12 children across the UK to be offered a 
place on a new part-time dance training programme 
with Sir Matthew Bourne's New Adventures 
company. The course for 12-18 year olds starts in 
January and will provide professional training in 
dancing and performance. Samuel also continues to 
train on the Trinity Laban CAT scheme in 
contemporary dance. 

 

In the Christmas holiday, Samuel will also be packing 
food boxes for the charity, "School Food Matters". 

 

Very well done Samuel. We look 
forward to hearing how the course 
goes! 

 

Charlie, Year 9 regularly competes in 

indoor and out-door karting and in 

October this year, he progressed to the 

regional finals of the BIKC (British Indoor 

Karting Championships). He went on to 

compete in 3 qualifying races, winning 

two and taking silver in the third race. 

Charlie went on to win the regional finals 

and has earned a place in the national 

finals which will hopefully now take place 

in January.   

 

Good Luck Charlie - we  look forward to 

hearing how you get on!  

 

Like many of our students, Billy, Year 9 has been working 

throughout the pandemic delivering newspapers. His round 

significantly increased during lockdown, delivering to mainly 

elderly and vulnerable residents.  

Billy has even received notes from some of his customers, 

expressing how grateful 

they were for his service—

for many, the newspaper 

being their only contact 

with the outside world.  

 

Well done Billy!  
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Well done to Mia B, Year 10 who was presented with 

a trophy for “Icon Challenge Winner” from her dance 

school, Dance Steps Academy. Mia has continued to 

train throughout the pandemic and attended every 

zoom class and competition.  

Well done Mia - keep up the 

hard work! 

 

A big well done to 

Rhianna, Year 9, who has 

been busy making face 

masks for friends and 

family.    

Rhianna has asked for donations in return 

and has so far raised £150 for dementia 

and Alzheimer's charities. 

Keep up the great work Rhianna! 

Student Achievements 
 

A huge well done to Emily B, Year 11 who has donated her hair to 

the Little Princess Trust for the SECOND TIME!  This December, 

Emily had an amazing 12 inches cut off for the donation.  

 

The Little Princess Trust: https://www.littleprincesses.org.uk/ is a 

wonderful charity which provide real hair wigs to children and 

young people who have lost their own hair through cancer 

treatment or other conditions.  

  

 

If you would like to donate to Emily’s cause, please follow this link: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/emily-boucher  

  

Well done Emily - we are very proud of you! 

If you have a story you would like to share, we would love to hear from you. 

 

Please email us at info@billericayschol.com  



7  December 2020 

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH    Tel: 01277 655191  www.billericayschool.com    E-mail: info@billericayschool.com  

Student Achievements 
 

Jack Petchey Awards 2019/20 
 
This December, Mr Mohammed met with some of our Jack Petchey 
award winners from the last academic year.  
 
Throughout each year, students are nominated for various reasons 
and are traditionally invited to a presentation ceremony at the 
Towngate Theatre, Basildon.  
 
Sadly, due to current restrictions this year’s event was not able to 
proceed as planned but winners were instead invited to attend an 
online event.   

 
Congratulations to our 2019/20 winners who were: 

 
 
 
 
 

Cameron R, Year 11 
Rebecca M – Year 11  

Leo G – Year 11  
Ethan M – Year 9 
Jenson J – Year 8 

Amber T – Year 11 
Olivia A – Year 11 

Paa Yaw A – Year 11 
 
 
 
 
 

Each winner receives a monetary reward which they can 
nominate to be spent on school resources in the subject of 
their choice.  
 
A number of our winners stories will feature in Jack Petchey 
promotional material and will no doubt inspire more young 
adults to achieve further. 
 
Well done to you all.  
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Student Notices 

Form Tutor Check In 

 Don’t forget to check-in every 
Monday after school. 

 Let your form tutor know how you are 
feeling and if you need any advice or 
support.  

 Join the Google classroom as a 
student for your year group. 

PE Clubs 

We were delighted to be able to reintroduce 

our after school PE clubs and take up 

demonstrated just how much the students 

had missed them. Thanks to our PE staff for 

giving up their personal time to facilitate 

these sessions. We hope to be able to 

continue when we return in January.  After 

school clubs run until 4pm and details can be 

found in form notices and on the screens in 

school.  

Message from the RBLC 

Borrowing Books  

You can use the library system OLIVER via the school portal to 

see which books should be available:- 

Click Windows icon on bottom bar/all programs/RBLC /Oliver 

Library System 

Browse the books available, a Red X means the book is out already 

Email:  RBLCbookrequests@billericayschool.com  (this can be done via Google Classroom) 

The email can be used to request and renew books 

We will deliver books to you ASAP on a first requested, first served basis. 

 

Returning Books 

Please place books in the blue crates around the school – C block near student services/C block 

Drama corridor/A block corridor near quad doors/F block by winding staircase. 
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Charitable Events 

Christmas Jumper Day 

In December, students came dressed in their festive clothing to raise £775 for  

Save the Children.  Thank you to all those who took part. For more info, please visit: 

www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day  

Link to Hope - Shoebox Appeal 

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed towards our 
Shoebox Appeal.                         
 

We are proud to say that this 
year we sent completed boxes 
to underprivileged families in 
Eastern Europe, via Link to 
Hope.   

 

More details can be found at: www.linktohope.co.uk 

Children In Need 

 

 

 

 

In November, students raised an 

amazing £2,381.09 for Children in Need 

by wearing non-school uniform.  

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/  

Thank you for all your donations. 

Food Bank Appeal 

A huge thank you to everyone who donated to our food bank 

appeal. 

This years collection was championed by our Year 10 House 
captains, Lenny, Ethan and Abigail.  

As always, the compassion demonstrated by our students and their 
willingness to help those less fortunate than themselves has been 

wonderful. 

For more information on the wonderful work that The Billericay Food 
Bank do, please visit the link below: 

https://billericayfoodbank.org.uk  

St Luke’s Hospice 

This year, once again staff chose to make a donation to St Luke’s 

Hospice as opposed to sending Christmas cards to colleagues.   

The final total raised has yet to be confirmed but we hope this 

small gesture will make a big difference to the hospice.  

In a year like no other, when finances are already a little tighter for so many, the generosity shown by 

our community is nothing short of humbling and we thank you all from the bottom of our hearts.  

https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/christmas-jumper-day
http://www.linktohope.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3_9pSZH4mfaazl_7GwY6s9DyUBSNeFb2qWCu0nIYodQhQKpqExdX9N3BE
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/
https://billericayfoodbank.org.uk
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Sixth Form 
 

 
As we come to the end of a long and ‘different’ 
term we are very pleased with the progress our 
students have made.  Despite altered 
conditions, students have enjoyed being back 
within the school community after the Spring 
and Summer, enjoying learning new parts of 
their courses as well as preparing for their 
forward pathways.   

 

 
 
 

 
 

Year 12 
 

This September we have welcomed 176 new students, representing applicants from both our own 
school and other local schools. Students have settled into new routines of purposeful study, adapting 
to the increased emphasis on independent learning required. Recently year 12 students have formed a 
Committee, with one of their first tasks being brightening up the Common Room ahead of Christmas.  
 

Year 13 
 

For many students UCAS applications have been a priority this term.  Many applications have been sent 
off, with university places offered, interviews scheduled and even some students having made their 
final decisions.  

 

 

Work Experience 

While face to face work experiences are inevitably in short supply right now, many of our students 

have benefitted from offers of opportunities for virtual work experience, with recent examples 

including ARM, a Cambridge technology firm specialising in Artificial Intelligence, as well as a wide 

range of NHS Careers.   
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Sixth Form 
 

Charity Events  

 

Sixth form students have been active in raising money for 

good causes, including  Wear Yellow for Young Minds and 

a fancy dress day for Children In Need. 

 

 

 

Books to Zimbabwe 

 

The RBLC has a number of books in good condition but 

which are now surplus to requirements.  Ms Mutsure has 

suggested a school in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe that would 

really benefit from these, and the 6th form have kindly 

offered to help make this happen.  

 

Students are now busy planning fund raising  to pay for transporting the books.  A recent ‘Dress Down’ 

day raised around £150, and proceeds from further activities including a Cahoot quiz before the end 

of term will add to this sum – certainly an uplifting end to the term.  

 

Make Happen 

 

Whilst in house speakers are no longer possible, the Make Happen initiative has enabled the delivery 

of a ‘live’ revision and study skills interactive workshop for all students in years 12 and 13 through 

TEAMS. Selected students in both years have also enrolled onto the Aspire mentor programme with 

Essex University. All Year 13 students also took part in a UCAS application support session with Jane 

Marshall from Optimising Futures. 
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Exam Dates 
 

November 2020 Maths and English resit results issued: 

Thursday 14 January 

 

January 2021 examination window: 

4 – 13 January Year 13 PPE examination period 

11 – 13 January Year 9-11 Cambridge National unit exams 

11 – 19 January Year 12-13 Cambridge Technical Vocational & LIBF unit exams  

18 – 28 January Year 11 PPE examination period 

29 January Year 10 PPE ‘V’ option examination  

 

Please refer to The Billericay School website for a comprehensive examination timetable and further 

examination information: https://www.billericayschool.com/examinations/  

 

Years 11 and 13 will be on study leave for the duration of the PPEs and will be expected to remain at 

home unless they have an examination scheduled.   By requiring students to attend only when they 

have an exam, it means students will need to make arrangements to get themselves to and from 

school at times outside the normal school start and finish times. Students may find they have more 

than one exam on the same day or only have a morning or afternoon exam scheduled. Students will 

be expected to leave the school site as soon as their examination is over. 

 

Summer 2021 Examinations: 

We can now confirm that the majority of the GCE/GCSE and Vocational examinations will take place 

between Monday 7 June and Friday 2 July – the four weeks immediately after the May half-term 

break.  

 

Summer 2021 Examination Result Days: 

A Level/Vocational results will be issued on Tuesday 24 August 2021 

GCSE/Vocational results will be issued on Friday 27 August 2021 

Further information regarding collect times will follow. 

https://www.billericayschool.com/examinations/
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Students, at the heart of all we do 
Registered Charity No 1022965 

Contact us at: fobs.crew@gmail.com 

 

Easy Fundraising 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who continues to support 
FOBS when you shop, via easyfundraising.org.uk, 
which has raised £364 this year.  
 

If you have some final Christmas shopping to do, why 

not copy this link: 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobsbillericay  

You will be taken to Easy Fundraising where you can 

easily log in before you shop online and help us raise 

funds from your arm chair.    

 

The 200 Club 

 

Thank you to everyone who has joined, 

renewed or continued their membership of 

the 200 Club, which has raised £1,233 this 

year! 

For only £1 per month* you could be in with 

a chance to win £50 per month, £100 five 

times a year and even £200 once a year for 

the ultimate prize; that’s better odds than 

the lottery! The 200 Club also makes a huge 

contribution to our fundraising targets.  

 Simply fill in a form and set up a standing 

order; it’s that simple! Please email our 

treasurer for a form and further details:  

fobs.treasurer@gmail.com  (*one annual 

payment of £12 via standing order.) 

Match Funding 

We also benefit from Match Funding. If you work for a 

company that has a Match Funding policy you may be 

able to help us by dramatically increase funds? Please 

email us for more information.   

 
It has definitely been a challenging year in lots of ways and being able to fundraise hasn't been easy 
with no physical events possible for most of the year.  
 
Our Race Night in February feels a very long time ago, but we are pleased to announce that the event 
raised £1,769, including match funding from HSBC.  
 
We also managed to sell 105 of our 180 Adventure Island wristbands, a phenomenal achievement 
given how much of the year was spent in a lockdown of one form or another!  
 
 
Despite the limitations of 2020, we are pleased to report that FOBS has still been able to raise money 
to support students. We donated £1,440 to school departments, for projects in Construction, Hair & 
Beauty, Music and Personalised Learning. 
  
Thank you so much for everyone's continued support and we would like to wish everyone a better 
year in 2021!  
 
From everyone at FOBS.  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobsbillericay
mailto:fobs.treasurer@gmail.com
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Welcome 

I am delighted to introduce you to the following new members of staff : 

Mr Lapham - Teacher of Music 

Mr Helps-Fursse - Teacher of Science  

Mr Hanton - Teacher of Science 

Miss Hughes - LSA 

Mr Ivanovas - Maths  

I know you will join me in making them all feel very welcome. 

 

We would like to announce that Mrs Berry has now taken on the position of Deputy Headteacher, 

Head of Pastoral and Mrs Mills will be our new Acting Head of Psychology and Health & Social Care 

from January.  

Goodbye 

Sadly, this December we will be saying goodbye to the following members of staff: 

Mrs Smears - Deputy Headteacher 

Miss Johal - Head of Psychology 

Mrs Fernandes - Teacher of Science 

Mrs Went - Financial Administrator 

Mrs Maher - Progress Mentor 

Mrs Daniels - HLTA  

Between them, these members of staff have amassed  a staggering 86 years of service to the school! 

They will all be very much missed by their colleagues and we wish them all the very best for the 

future. 

Staff Announcements 

 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year 

From all the staff and governors at 

The Billericay School 

Contact Details 

Please remember to contact the school office or email info@billericayschool.com 

if your contact details have changed. This includes postal address, email and telephone numbers.  

Thank you for your co-operation.  


