
KS4 Information 

Evening



Why have we asked you here this 

evening?

 An overview of the GCSE years, PPEs and 

exam session.

 An insight in to memory and effective 

revision strategies.

 An understanding of how best to help 

your son/daughter with revision.



An overview of the GCSE years, PPEs 

and exam season

 All PPEs are a practice run.

 The final Year 11 PPEs will mimic the actual GCSE 
exam period as far as possible.

 This means that:

◦ Students will sit GCSE past papers in most subjects.

◦ The exam timetable will resemble the structure of the 
summer exam timetable

◦ Students will have study leave during the final PPE window 
in Year 11.

◦ The exams may extend beyond the normal school day.



PPEs in 2019 - 2020

 Year 10:

◦ 15th – 31st January 2020: Year 10 option GCSE PPE

◦ 23rd March 2020: English Language PPE

◦ 22nd June – 4th July 2020: Year 10 PPE window

 Year 11:

◦ 11th – 19th November 2019: English and Mathematics PPEs

◦ 15th – 31st January 2020: Year 11GCSE PPE window



How does the exam season work?

 Students will be issued with an individual statement of entry a few 

weeks before the exams begin – this needs to be checked carefully.
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How do I help my 

son/daughter to revise?
• The lead teachers in key subjects are 

here tonight to offer you advice and 
guidance

• Knowing what resources are 
available from revision guides to 
online resources.

• Knowing what strategies to 
encourage your son/daughter to try 
and use for effective revision



Memory

 Psychological 
research suggests 
that:
◦ When we learn 

something, we rapidly 
forget much of it.

◦ When we re-visit 
something we’ve 
learned repeatedly, 
we remember it 
better.

Effective revision of the knowledge and skills 
covered in lessons is, therefore, crucial to exam 

success.



Revision Techniques
 Research has identified that some revision strategies are 

more effective than  others. We need to ensure students are 
using the most effective methods when they sit down to 
revise.



Distributed Practice
(Practice over Time)

Vs. 

Mass Practice (Cramming)

 Cramming the week or night before an exam is not effective

 Regular revision sessions, spaced out over a long period of time, 
are the most successful.

 The more detailed or complex the information you are trying to 
remember, the longer the period of time needed.

 It does not matter which of the revision techniques are used -
distributed practice works well for them all.



Interleaved Practice 
(Revising several topics in chunks)

Vs. 
Block Practice (Revising one topic at a time)

 Rather than revising in ‘topic blocks’ it’s better to chunk these 
topics up in your revision programme and interleave them.

Block Practice

Interleaved 
Practice



Revision Techniques

 The most effective techniques students can 
use to aid their revision are:

• Flashcards

• Mnemonics

• Interrogation [asking why?]

• Floria [hooks]

• Mind Maps

• PQRST [Preview, Question, Read, Say, Test]

• Past Papers

• Study buddying



Revision Techniques

 Techniques to avoid:
• Highlighting text 

• Re-reading notes

• Summarising 

 These are not effective 
because:
• Challenge is low

• Little thinking is required

• Gives a false sense of achievement


