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24 February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Re: NHS Test and Trace: COVID-19 testing for staff and students 
 
I will be writing to you in due course to inform you about arrangements for students’ return to school from 
8 March. In the meantime, students should continue to work diligently on their Remote Learning. 
 
 However, it is important that I update you as soon as possible about the school’s COVID-19 testing 
arrangements. When students begin to return from 8 March, the Government has asked that all students 
and staff receive three Lateral Flow Tests for COVID-19 in school, before returning to face-to-face lessons 
the day after their first negative test result. In order to facilitate this, there will be a staggered testing regime 
and return to classrooms the following day. After this series of Lateral Flow Tests in school, students and 
staff will be provided with twice weekly test kits to take at home as per Government guidance. In a school 
community of 2000 students and staff a staggered return during the week beginning 8 March is the only 
way we can do this and I will set out more details about how this will operate at the end of the week.  
 
Along with the other protective measures we are taking, these tests will help staff and students to remain 
in school safely. Up to one third of people who have coronavirus experience no symptoms. By testing we 
will help to stop the virus spread and help to keep our school open as safely as possible. The test is 
voluntary, but I would encourage everyone to take it.  
 
If you are happy for your child to be tested, please complete the registration form and consent statement 
(one per student) and return it as soon as possible to the school office by email info@billericayschool.com. 
If you have already returned the consent form following our letter in January, there is no need to complete 
another one unless your contact details have changed.  Students 16 and over may complete their own 
consent forms. The forms and further information can be found on our website:  
 
https://www.billericayschool.com/coronavirus-update/information-on-testing/ 
    
Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff. The Lateral Flow Tests are quick and easy using a 
swab of your nose and throat. For under 18s, staff oversee the swab process. Results, which take around 
half an hour from testing, will be shared directly with staff and students participating via NHS Test and 
Trace. Where participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also be informed by telephone of 
any positive result. Testing will be offered free of charge. 
 
This video shows how the test works when students start swabbing themselves at home:  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ 
The process is the same at school but students will be supervised while swabbing and then trained staff will 
process the sample and results will be reported accordingly. 
 
If your child has had a positive test in the last 6 weeks, please can you indicate this on your form. 
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What if a person tests positive? 
 
Participating staff and students who test positive will be informed about their results individually. Where 
participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will be notified. Guidance on safe travel and additional 
precautions will be provided along with test results. 
 
Individuals will need to self-isolate for 10 days and follow Government guidance. 
 
What happens if the test is negative?  
 
They will be able to return to / stay in school and resume their activities as normal. A student will only be 
told if they test positive on a Lateral Flow Test, so if you do not hear directly from us you can assume it was 
negative. A small number of students may need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for 
some reason. 
 
What if a close contact at school tests positive? 
 
A close contact of someone in school who has tested positive for COVID-19 will have to self-isolate as per 
Government guidance.  
 
What if my child develops symptoms? 
 
This testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any 
time (such as a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or 
taste) they must not attend school and must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 or 
visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.  
 
We will support our staff and students throughout, but please contact us if you need further information 
or if you have any questions.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed, B.Ed.(Hons) 
Headteacher 
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