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Dear Parent/Carer,  

 

I hope that students have enjoyed a smooth return to remote learning this week.  
 

I have received incredible support from our community during this period of exclusive remote learning and 

am proud of the resilience our young people have shown in the face of the many challenges this has posed. 

However, the Prime Minister’s first stage of lifting Covid-19 restrictions, which involves a wider reopening 

of schools from the 8 March, was very welcome. Nothing can replace the face-to-face learning or the social 

interaction students have missed by not being in school.   

 

Lateral Flow Device Testing and Return Dates 
 

My primary objective is to keep our school community safe, whilst also enabling young people to have a 

smooth transition back into school routines. However, this will not be without its challenges. This reopening 

from the 8 March will involve a considerable amount of logistical arrangements and mitigation protocols. 

This time it will also bring the additional challenge of coordinating the Lateral Flow Covid testing. These 

tests are designed to identify asymptomatic cases of Covid-19 and are considered an integral part of 

ensuring the safe reopening of schools and enabling us to sustain face-to-face education for our young 

people.  You will have already received consent forms to complete to ensure we are in a position to test as 

many students as possible. Please be advised that, whilst any student that has tested positive in the last 90 

days is exempt from taking the LFD test upon return, we will still need a completed form for our records, 

clearly stating the date of any previous positive result.  
 

The scale of the testing operation would place significant strain on the school and cause disruption for all 

students in resuming their full, in-school timetable. If we were to proceed on the basis of meeting the quota 

of three in-school Lateral Flow Tests, it would mean that in the first week alone, we would need to be 

prepared to safely supervise, process and record the testing of up to 2000 people. Ultimately, we would be 

required to complete over 6000 tests to ensure each person is tested 3 times on site.  

 

With this in mind, Essex Local Authority have devised a plan for testing students prior to their return to on 

site education. This involves one of the three required tests being completed in the community, as part of 

the PCR Community testing provision. We have chosen to proceed with this course of action, as we believe 

it will ultimately reduce the disruption and facilitate a smooth transition of all students back to their school 

routines.  It will, however, mean a more staggered return for students to their lessons in school.  
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This testing process will involve students in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 accessing one of the PCR Community 

Covid-19 tests at a local testing site between the 4 and 7 March. Provided they have received a negative 

result, these students would then return to school, and their full timetable, on Monday 8 March.  This is a 

far more efficient return to school for these four year groups than would be possible if proceeding with the 

three required Lateral Flow Tests in school.  

 

Students in Years 7-9 would need to continue with remote learning provision until they can obtain their 

community PCR test between the 11 and 14 March and, provided they have received a negative result, will 

then return to lessons in school on Monday 15 March.  The two community testing date windows have 

been determined by Essex Local Authority in order to manage the increased pressure on community testing 

resources.  

 

You will need to book your community Covid test in the usual way on the government website, selecting 

the community testing option. You would only be required to notify us of a positive test result, details of 

how to do this can be found on our website: https://www.billericayschool.com/coronavirus-

update/positive-test-notification/ 
 

The following two weeks will then involve us conducting our in-school Lateral Flow Test programme to 

ensure that students have received two further tests and received guidance on how to self-test at home. 

Following the completion of our in-school testing programme, Lateral Flow Tests will be issued for young 

people to administer their own tests at home. I am aiming to do this with minimal disruption to our young 

people’s learning and therefore all students can be in school, following their timetable as normal during 

these subsequent weeks, unless they are isolating.  The on-site tests are in place for those two weeks as a 

requirement to ensure that students carry out the subsequent home testing process effectively. 

 

Face Coverings and Other Safety Measures  

 

An additional, temporary mitigation measure that the Government are asking schools to implement during 

this period is for students to wear face coverings at all times when in the building. From September, our 

young people showed great maturity and care for their community in adhering to the wearing of face 

coverings in their home zones and when moving around the building. This additional mitigation measure, 

as well as all the existing hygiene and social distancing measures, will be implemented upon their return to 

school. I will, therefore, be asking young people to support this latest guidance by wearing face coverings 

in the classroom. Students should provide their own face covering and also have a spare.  There will be no 

requirement to wear masks when playing sport, or if a young person has a medical need which makes them 

exempt. Please contact the school to inform us of exemptions if you have not already done so. 

 

Expectations and Provision  

 

On returning to school, students should be in their school uniform and correct footwear, as well as being 

ready to meet all our usual expectations of appropriate behaviour.  Students will remain in their “bubbles” 

during social time and we will continue to expect careful hand and respiratory hygiene as well as students 

keeping a social distance from each other and from staff. Extra washing facilities have been provided and 

there is hand sanitiser available at the entrance of every classroom.  Students must sanitise their hands 

before entry.  Students will be able to purchase food at break and lunchtime from the day of their return.  

Food for purchase will be the same as the provision offered during the course of the autumn term. We are 

liaising with the NIBS bus services and we hope to confirm that arrangements for this mode of travel will 

resume on Monday 8 March.  
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We will share further information regarding the subsequent Covid tests at school and at home, and will 

keep you informed of any further arrangements if guidance changes, or if we learn through experience of 

anything that needs adaptation.  

 

Finally, we are currently reviewing the recently published government guidance on the exam grading 

process and will be writing to examination students in due course. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing understanding during this period of uncertainty and your continued support. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed,  B.Ed.(Hons) 
Headteacher 


