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19 June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers/Students 
 
Re: Examination Update 
 
I trust this letter continues to find you and your families safe and well.  
 
I am writing to provide you with a further update about our progress in the assignment of Centre Assessed 
Grades for those students in Years 10, 11 and 13 affected by the cancellation of the summer 2020 exam 
season because of the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
You will recall, schools were asked by Ofqual, on behalf of the government, to use their professional 
experience to make a fair and objective judgement of the grade they believe a student would have achieved 
had they sat their exams this year; this grade was termed the ‘Centre Assessed Grade’. In addition, the 
school was asked to rank students within each grade in each subject. Details of the way in which the school 
was asked to undertake this task were outlined in my letter dated 9 April 2020, which can be found on the 
school website.  
 
Each subject leader worked with their subject teams to establish their recommended centre assessed 
grades for each student, as well as the rankings within those grades. Once initial grades and rankings had 
been agreed for all students in each subject, the subject leads worked with senior staff to moderate and 
finalise the outcomes; this included modelling the proposed outcomes against both the school’s historical 
outcomes and the national picture, before finalising our decisions. This standardising process will be 
repeated by exam boards at a national level before results are issued; this is likely to mean that some grades 
in some subjects will be adjusted and that the grade awarded by the school will differ from the final grade 
issued by the exam board. 
 
The above process was completed in line with the published deadline and I was able to ‘sign off’ these 
grades and rankings with each individual exam board on Friday 12th June for A levels and GCSEs and on 
Friday 19th June for vocational qualifications.  
 
The government has confirmed that, following possible further moderation by the examination boards, the 
students will receive their results as previously planned on Thursday August 13 for A-level and Level 3 CTEC 
subjects and Thursday August 20 for GCSE, Level 2 CNAT and BTEC subjects. Further details will be sent to 
you in due course as to how these grades will be communicated to students, along with the process by 
which Year 11 students will transition into our Sixth Form.We will endeavour to allow students to collect 
their results in person from the school on the relevant day, if at all possible. We will also provide details of 
the support available for our Year 13 students on A level results day, as they transition into university, other 
training courses or the world of work.  
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As in any year, we will be supporting some students who are disappointed with their results. Students who 
disagree with or feel they have would like to improve upon the grade they have been awarded have an 
opportunity to do so. Ofqual have proposed that an additional examination season takes place in the 
autumn term. Final details have yet to be published,  however it is likely that A level exams will be available 
in October 2020 (with results issued in December 2020) and GCSE exams will be available in November 
2020 (with results issued in January 2021 for English Language and Mathematics, and February 2021 for 
other GCSE subjects). Any student who elects to sit a subject examination in the autumn season will be 
required to sit all papers in that subject.  
 
Ofqual have also recognised that students expecting to take exams in the 2021 summer season, and their 
parents and teachers, are concerned about the disruption to teaching and learning caused by the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. The government has stated that their overriding aim is to ensure exams 
and assessments are as fair as possible and take into account any public health requirements and the well-
being of students. Ofqual are working closely with the Department for Education, exam boards and groups 
representing teachers, schools, colleges and students, to carefully consider a range of possible measures. 
They are planning to publish for consultation, before the end of term, the proposals for next year. I will be 
contributing to this consultation on behalf of the school and will advise you of the outcome, and subsequent 
changes to current arrangements, if any, as soon as they are published. 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed,  B.Ed(Hons) 
Headteacher  
 


