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8 July 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Thank you for your continued support through these last few weeks as we moved to partial opening and 
continue to adjust to the governments announcements. 
 
Planning for September  
 
In my last letter, I shared that we were considering a number of possible scenarios for September.  The 
Secretary of State for Education made his long awaited announcement on 2 July. We are currently decoding 
this guidance to see what it really means for The Billericay School.  As per the guidance; we will need to 
consider a range of logistical challenges in order to enable us to safely reopen, such as the size of the 
‘bubble’ of students, timings of the school day, provision in the classroom, movement around the school 
and lunchtime provision and arrangements. Maintaining social distancing as much as is possible and 
practicable is one of a plethora of requirements in the guidance that will necessitate a number of 
adjustments to be made to the routines and processes of the daily running of the school.  
 
I will write to you again before the start of the new academic year to share with you the arrangements that 
we have put in place and, whilst this will be subject to further developments  depending on the local and 
national picture at the time, there are a number of aspects that parents may wish to begin considering in 
response to the government guidance. I would therefore ask all parents to consider the following: 
 

 Contact details - Ensuring that contact details such as phone numbers and email addresses are current 
and accurate. 

 Vigilance of illness- Ensuring that any child displaying any Covid symptoms is kept at home and does not 
attend school. This is one of the four key controls listed by the government in its guidance. 

 Travel to and from school – The government guidance has explicitly asked school communities to try to 
walk or cycle or drive to school where possible. Where public or dedicated school buses are used for 
students to sit in year group ‘bubble’ sections and wear a face covering.  

 The importance of heightened hygiene – Two of the four key control measures centre around regular 
hand washing/sanitising and practising good respiratory hygiene by following  the ‘catch it , bin it, kill it’ 
protocol. Please discuss these practices regularly with your child ahead of the September return and 
where possible, ensure that your child has hand sanitiser and tissues with them on arrival to school each 
day.  

 Catering arrangements –Whilst our ambition in September is to ensure that we are able to offer as full 
an onsite provision as is practicable. We would ask all parents to consider the possibility that a greater 
number of students may need to bring packed lunches into school, if operational issues mean that we 
need to adjust the catering provision offered. A healthy and substantial breakfast before leaving home 
is essential and recommended for all students.  

 Preparing students for full opening – Clearly, these last months have had a significant impact on the 
mental health and well-being of the nation as a whole. We fully understand that a return to school will 
prove to be a daunting prospect for a number of students and as a school community we will do our 
best to support students in addressing those anxieties but I would also urge all parents to begin the 
process of listening to and offering reassurance to our young people.  
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We have now received confirmation from the DfE that schools will not be required to remain open over the 
summer holiday for vulnerable children and children of key workers, so the school will close at the end of 
Friday 17th July for all students until September. 
 
Whilst the term dates for 2020-21 will remain the same, the start of term in September will look slightly 
different to usual: 
 
Monday 31 Aug        Bank holiday 
Tuesday 1 Sept           Staff training day 1 
Wednesday 2 Sept          Staff preparation day 
Thursday 3 Sept           Induction for Year 7 and 12 
Friday 4 Sept             Induction for Years 8 and 11, full day for year 7 
Monday 7 Sept          Induction for Years 9 and 10, full day for all year groups 
  
This is to allow time for the induction of students for their return to school at the beginning of term after a 
considerable period of time away  and also gives some time for staff training and planning to receive the 
students.  
  
Last Week of Term 
There will be no new assessed work set in the last week of term. Instead, students should concentrate on 
catching up with any missing tasks and produce revision materials to help consolidate their learning over 
the last term. Resources have been posted on Google classroom and teachers will be available to answer 
questions as usual and assist students with any difficulties. A Celebration Assembly will also be uploaded; 
we are prouder than ever of all our young people this year. 
 
End of year reports 
We will be sending out reports to all student by the end of term. These will be slightly different from 
previous years due to students working from home. 
  
Policy updates and risk assessment 
As a result of the partial re-opening, we have updated a number of school polices, including safeguarding, 
behaviour, assessment and attendance.  These along with our risk assessment for the school for re-opening 
will be uploaded onto our website. 
  
It is important that all students and parents read these updates, including the acceptable use agreement. 
  
Pastoral care 
We have continued our ‘weekly check ins’ across all year groups.  If you have any concerns, please contact 
your child’s Head of House. We intend to maintain this online check-in in September, in addition to our 
usual Pastoral care, as students have found it helpful.  
  
Virtual sports day 
Despite the current circumstances, we would like to encourage all students to get involved in our virtual 
sports day on 9 July. Sports day is usually a very enjoyable occasion where students and staff have the 
opportunity to compete across the house system. The winners will be announced at the end of term. 
  
With warm regards and best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed,  B.Ed.(Hons) 
Headteacher 


