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20 May 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

 
Coronavirus arrangements update: 

Phase 1 Planning: Partial reopening for Year 10 
 

I hope that you and your family are well.  
 
Whilst we currently remain open to supervise children of key workers when necessary and for staff to help 
them carry out their essential roles, I am sure you aware that the Prime Minister announced last Sunday 
that “From 1 June 2020, we expect that secondary schools and colleges will be able to offer some face-
to-face contact with Year 10 and Year 12 pupils. “This will not be a return to full timetables or pupils back 
in school or college full time, rather some support to supplement pupils’ remote education”.  
 
 

During the course of last week the government published a range of guidance on how that might be planned 
for and as a school we are currently digesting those plans and the range of updates that have been 
published subsequently. Whilst we recognise the importance of getting our young people to return to 
school as quickly as possible and understand the challenges that you have faced in supporting your child in 
maintaining their remote learning during the period of lockdown, we are also cautious to ensure the re- 
introduction to school life is safe and secure for all our students.  
 
 

Ensuring the safety of students and staff is our prime focus. For most students and staff, the virtual 
learning platforms that we have been using since lockdown began to manage remote learning will continue 
to be the main form of setting and completing work.  It will certainly not be possible for us to operate a 
‘normal’ timetable for all Year 10 students given the physical constraints that we will be facing. Whilst we 
will continue to adjust our planning in light of risk assessments and any updated government/DfE guidance, 
our plan is to reopen under the following conditions: 
 

 We will follow government guidance regarding the importance of enabling targeted groups of 
students, such as vulnerable or disadvantaged students, to be given face- to- face support for their 
remote learning. Our planning will initially be based upon meeting the needs of those students 
highlighted by that guidance. The onsite provision will aim to support their remote learning.  

 The principles of social distancing will mean that we will only be able to accommodate 8 students 
in a classroom, and the movement between those rooms will need to be carefully planned and 
where possible limited.   

 If your child is one of the students that we will be inviting in to school for face-to-face support we 
will contact you in due course to ascertain which students will be able to attend.  

 The continuing dialogue between government, local authorities and teaching unions means that 
we will not plan to offer any onsite provision for Year 10 students until Monday 8th June, in order 
that any further changes to the guidance can be planned for and reasonable adjustments made. 
Once we have established that new routines and processes can be managed safely and effectively, 
beginning with Year 12 students, our intention is to increase the number of students on site. 
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 Start and end times for the school day will take into account the fact that it will also be very unlikely 
that we will be able to safely operate any break or lunchtime provision. It is likely that there will be 
staggered start and finish times for different groups of students.  

 
To support this return, I would like to reassure you that we have in place significant protective 
measures to reduce risks as detailed below. However, it is also important to highlight that in these 
current circumstances we cannot fully guarantee complete safety and therefore you will need to 
decide if you wish to send your child into school. 
 

 Hand sanitiser has been well located at key locations and we will try to minimise contact with 
multiple surfaces.  

 We will be ensuring that hand washing is compulsory and encouraging good respiratory hygiene by 
promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.  

 Surfaces will be cleaned frequently, and students will be allocated individual workspaces in their 
classroom. 

 Our routines will minimise social contact by altering, as much as possible, the environment, 
walkways, classrooms, and shared spaces. These will all be clearly marked with social distancing 
signage and spaces for students to adhere to.  

 Spaces will be well-ventilated and doors open when safe to do so, to limit use of door handles and 
to aid ventilation.  

 Students should bring everything they need on the day; they will not be permitted to share 
resources.  

 The reduced timetable of face-to-face contact means that there will be no provision of food on the 
school site. Students in receipt of free school meals will continue to benefit from the voucher 
system that has been in place since lockdown.  

 Government guidance indicates that ‘Wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other 
education settings is not recommended’; we will leave this to your discretion.  

 Any child who is clinically extremely vulnerable due to pre-existing medical conditions should not 
attend school.  

 Students who are clinically vulnerable should continue to be supported at home as much as 
possible.  

 We are unable at this point to confirm if any provision for transport to school will be available from 
the NIBS bus service. 

 
We will shortly be in contact with those families who will be in the first group of students invited in to the 
school and I hope to be able to provide all parents of students in Year 10 further information on our plans 
for wider opening as soon as is reasonably practical to do so.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed,  B.Ed(Hons) 
Headteacher  
 


