
A PRESENTATION BY MISS L POLLARD HEAD OF SIXTH FORM

Next Steps Information Evening



The programme for this evening

1.The UCAS process at the Billericay School 

and how you can offer support – Lisa Pollard

2.Student finance – Lucy Moir

3.A brief introduction to apprenticeships – Lisa 

Pollard

4.Q and A session with the team.



Choices available
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Higher 
education

Apprenticeships/ 
traineeships

Studying 
abroad

Gap year Getting a job

Find out more: ucas.com



Yesterday was our ‘Next Steps’ Day

1. Jane Marshall – Writing an excellent personal 
statement

2. Lucy Moir – Why go to university and how to 
choose the right course for you

3. Mr Bacon – The Billericay perspective
4. Miss Pollard – The UCAS hub and the application 

process 
5. Computer room session – registering for the 

UCAS hub and getting this journey started!



What is UCAS?
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350+ universities and colleges:

• 4 in Northern Ireland

• 15 in Wales

• 18 in Scotland

• 316 in England

35,000+ courses available



Why higher education?
Opportunities while studying:

• Chance to study a subject they are passionate about.

• Achieve a qualification that could lead to their chosen career.

• Grow in confidence, make lifelong friends, and gain independence and important life skills that will widen 
their prospects.

With a degree, they’ll have:

• the opportunity to follow their career path

• better job prospects, as many employers target graduates

• higher earning potential
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Choosing the right university

• Style – from the traditional, with a focus on subject-based courses and research, to modern universities, 
with a greater focus on vocational courses.

• Location – some are based in large cities, others in smaller towns - a major influence on the environment 
and lifestyle.

• Size – larger universities can have more than 20,000 students, whereas some of the smallest have only a 
few thousand.

• Culture and facilities – influenced by a range of factors, including the diversity of students who attend. 

• What graduates do – all universities collect destination statistics. It can be interesting to find out the types 
of jobs or further study students go on to.

• Tuition fees – can vary between course providers. Check if there are any scholarships or bursaries available. 

• Living costs – accommodation, transport, and food can vary enormously. 
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Choosing the right course

• What does the course cover? 

• Courses with the same title may be very different. 

• Look carefully at the core course content, and the range of optional studies/modules available. 

• Which modules are the most interesting and relevant to career aspirations?

• See if the course or university/college offers any internship, placement, or study abroad opportunities.

• How is the course taught – structured teaching, or more independent research? How many lectures are 
there, and how much group work will be done in seminars?

• How is the course assessed?
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Research 
resources



Exploring the UCAS Hub…..



Want to know more about careers or how to write a good CV?  
Take a look here.





More useful stuff to take a look at….



….like what different places in the UK are like to live in.



The Russell Group of Universities 
(group of 24 research intensive universities –
however there are other prestigious course and institutions)

Birmingham

Bristol

Cambridge

Cardiff

Durham

Edinburgh

Exeter

Glasgow

Imperial College, London

King’s College, London

Leeds

Liverpool

London School of Economics

Manchester

Newcastle

Nottingham

Oxford

Queen Mary, London

Queen’s University Belfast

Sheffield

Southampton

University College, London

Warwick

York
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Starting research
Students should register in UCAS Hub to: 

• explore careers, subjects, universities and apprenticeships

• find and favourite over 35,000 courses

• search for virtual tours and online events 

• turn predicted grades into Tariff points 

• speak to those in the know using Unibuddy

• speak to  career, higher education, and application 
specialists by attending the Hub lives.

• explore job profiles to discover different career roles and 
pathways.

• Start an application for 2023 entry (from June 2022)
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https://www.ucas.com/chat-to-students
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-hub-live
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs#js=on


Applying - key facts

• Register with UCAS via the Hub 

• Use your username and password to apply online

• Students can add up to 5 choices, unless they’re applying to study 
medicine, veterinary, medicine/science, dentistry – then it’s 4 choices

• Students can’t apply to BOTH Oxford and Cambridge 

• Applying costs £22.50 for 1 choice, or £27.00 for 5 choices 

• Apply by the equal consideration date 

• Providers can’t see other choices when you apply



When to apply for 2023 entry

17 May

UCAS Undergraduate application 
opens for 2023 entry.

6 September

First day UCAS can receive a 
completed application to process.

15 October

UCAS application deadline for courses 
in medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, and dentistry, and 
courses at Oxford or Cambridge.

25 January

UCAS equal consideration application 
deadline.

23 February

UCAS Extra opens.

30 June

Last date for applications before 
Clearing opens.
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Making an application

Sections to be completed:

• Personal details

• Contact and residency details

• Work experience

• Education

• Nationality details 

• English language skills

• Supporting information 

• Personal statement 

• Choices – make up to five

• References

• Finance and funding 

• Diversity and inclusion (for students with a UK home 
address)

12 June 2022Security marking: PUBLIC |   19



The personal statement 
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The only section students have full control over

Students only chance to market themselves individually

The same for all choices

A maximum of 4,000 characters, or 47 lines

A minimum of 1,000 characters

There isn’t a spelling or grammar check

No formatting is allowed

UCAS’ similarity detection 
service: 

every personal statement is run 
through software to check for 

plagiarism. 



Completing the UCAS application

Students register for  a 
UCAS Hub account

Student complete their 
application – working 
their way through all 

sections and send it to 
their school / college

Teachers/advisers 
review the application 
and add reference and 

predicted grades

Applications are sent to 
UCAS by the school on 
behalf of the student

Universities/ colleges 
make their decisions
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Tracking applications
Students should head to ucas.com to track their application. Click your 

application to: 

• follow the progress of their application 24/7

• see their choices and personal information

• view their offers

• reply to offers online

In Track, a student can hold up to two offers:

• firm – if they meet the conditions of the offer they will be placed here

• insurance –if they are not placed with their firm choice, they may be 
placed with their insurance choice.



Decisions

personal statement 

qualifications

reference 

Universities and colleges will review the:

admissions test

interview

portfolio/audition

They may also ask for:

Security marking: PUBLIC 12 June 2022 |   23



Replies to offers
Once students have decisions from all their 
choices, they can hold a maximum of two offers:

• one as a ‘firm’ acceptance – their first choice

• the other as an ‘insurance’ acceptance. This 
acts as a back-up if they don’t get into their  
‘firm’ choice

They must then decline any remaining offers.

Once all decisions and replies have been made, if 
students aren’t holding an offer, they may be able 
to use Extra or Clearing to find available places.
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Other options

Extra (Feb – Jul)
• Used all five choices and had no offers. 
• Add Extra choices for consideration one at a time 

in Track.

Clearing (Jul – Oct)
• Apply after 30 June, receive no offers, decline all 

offers, not met conditions. 
• Find vacancies from early July, and add a Clearing 

choice to their application. 
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What should students 
be doing now?

• research

• extracurricular activities

• work experience

• go beyond the syllabus

• focus on this year’s studies
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How can you support them?

Be proactive
Make sure they read everything carefully that is sent to them and don’t book 
holidays at key times!

Open days Attend virtual events and open days – you may have a different perspective.

Sign up
Sign up for parent updates from UCAS and get everything you need to know about 
the application process direct to your inbox.

Research Use the parents/guardians’ section of the UCAS website at www.ucas.com/parents.
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https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news/news/useful-resources-parents

https://www.ucas.com/advisers/guides-and-resources/adviser-news/news/useful-resources-parents


How else can you help?
Get them thinking about budgeting and understanding personal finances, as well as 
managing day to day independent living….

I’M A STUDENT 

WITH NO 

MONEY

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Z9orKRBE9HOpxM&tbnid=uXwRr_3I8kSmXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.keepcalm-o-matic.co.uk/p/i-can-t-keep-calm-i-m-an-accounting-student-2/&ei=036VU63PHc2Y0AWG3IGADw&psig=AFQjCNGb5X4PK7_ybSH7aUoX3v-ocRPPDw&ust=1402392583817809


Help them think about :

Their physical and mental health.

How to keep safe and make good decisions.

Can they:

Manage their finances and budget?

Use a washing machine?

Cook some basic healthy meals?





Super-Curricular 
Enrichment: 

10 Things You Can Do 
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What Type of Student are Competitive Universities / 
Courses Looking for?

▪ Does more than the basic demands of subject spec. and has passion and 
enthusiasm for the subject

▪ Reads on own initiative

▪ Learns on own initiative

▪ Follows up ideas and leads suggested by school  learning 

▪ Has developed particular areas of interest within the subject which are 
explored with genuine enthusiasm

▪ Has developed new areas of interest outside the specification
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Toby Computer Science

…………………One was a Royal Institute Masterclass where 
we practised ethical hacking, programming and solving 
logical problems. This course was incredibly useful and 
helped me improve my problem solving and programming 
skills. 

As well as programming, new technologies excite me and 
finding out about where we might be in the near future 
fascinates me. For example, I recently read an article about 
Elon Musk's Neuralink project, where a computer chip was 
installed into a pig's brain. This demonstration has received 
mixed responses due to the ethical concerns of installing a 
micro-computer into something as delicate as a brain. 

Virtual Reality especially interests me since it is a rapidly developing technology, is becoming more affordable and is 
always being expanded on with new interfaces for languages such as C# and game engines like Unity and Unreal. By 
contributing code to an online open-source project, I gained collaborative skills by looking into code that other 
programmers had created and I have written new code that expands these systems. Additionally, I have reviewed several 
pieces of code written for the project and gave feedback on how to improve them, helping me to significantly improve my 
programming and communication skills.



Lucy Sociology
I have completed a Future Learn course by the University of Exeter on 'Understanding 
Gender Inequalities', which has further stoked my desire to study sociology. The course got 
me to think carefully about how 'free choice' might in fact be constrained by individual 
environments and the enaction of the social construction of stereotypes. My recent reading 
of Thomas Nagel's "What It's like to be a Bat" has similarly asked me to consider how the 
nature of 'truth' might be deeply rooted in individual experiences. Indeed, this is my 
favourite aspect of social studies; challenging the seemingly taken for granted in ways that 
allow you to look at sociology anew.



And finally….

Students should be thinking about their goals and how to get there.

Don’t worry if they don’t have a fully formed idea about their future 
yet – not all year 12 students do at this stage.

Students should be keeping their minds open to options and 
opportunities.

Thank you



Over to Lucy….



Apprenticeship advice

UCAS has apprenticeship advice to help students make 

informed decisions about their post-16 and post-18 

opportunities.

Find out about:

• the different types of apprenticeships

• how to find and apply for apprenticeships

• preparing for the application and interview process

12 June 2022Security marking: PUBLIC |   38

Head to:
ucas.com/apprenticeships

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships-in-the-uk
https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships


However you do not apply for 
apprenticeships via a centralised platform 
like UCAS.



APPRENTICESHIPS 
“HUNTING FOR ONE  IS MORE 

LIKE FINDING A JOB THAN 
MAKING A UCAS APPLICATION”

Apprenticeships are structured training programmes which give you a chance 
to work (literally) towards a qualification. They help you gain the skills and 

knowledge you need to succeed in your chosen industry. It is important to check 
the level that you are applying for and the type of qualification it will lead to.  
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What am I looking for?
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Apprenticeships 
can be found in a 
wide range of sectors
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Pros and cons
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■ Achieve a degree while learning and earning in a real business

■ No debt and solid work experience

■ Chance to gain professional accreditation, qualification and 

memberships.

● There are entry requirements and some have a rigorous 

recruitment procedures

● Higher and Degree Apprenticeships are not the easy option

● A challenging job plus studying for a degree

● Balance work and study without the long student holidays

● Competition for these places is tough



FINDING AN 
APPRENTICESHIP:

• It takes time and regular commitment

• Employers advertise throughout the year at different times and for 

different positions

• The criteria and procedures will be different for each one.

• The application window may be short

• They advertise in different ways and in different places

• Regular checks of websites will be helpful
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Apprenticeship checklist

■ Register interest & search for positions at:

❑ www.apprenticeships.gov.uk

❑ https://careerfinder.ucas.com/jobs/appren
ticeship/

❑ https://www.theaimgroup.co.uk/

❑ https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/

❑ https://amazingapprenticeships.com/vaca
ncies/ This lists all employers and the 
time frame for applications.  
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❑Research & go directly to employers 
Careers pages! 

❑ If you are interested in accountancy –
Do not  just look at accountants.  
There will be accountants in: 
manufacturing, retailers, Amazon, 
insurance houses and many others.  

❑Regularly check your emails

❑Regularly check the websites of 
employers you are interested in.  

❑Sixth form team can meet with you to 
offer targeted advice and will be 
running further sessions.

http://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/
https://careerfinder.ucas.com/jobs/apprenticeship/
https://www.theaimgroup.co.uk/
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/vacancies/


Further support
■ The students will have another drop down day, imaginatively titled 

Next Steps Day 2!

■ This is on July 14th

■ Students will receive guidance on the types of apprenticeships, how 
to find them, how and when to apply, how to write a good CV, what to 
expect from interviews etc

■ We are also aiming to run a focussed apprenticeship event at the 
October parents consultation evening, for which we will invite 
representatives from Aim apprenticeships.

■ Apprentices Are Amazing Film - Amazing Apprenticeships

■ What is an apprenticeship? - Make Happen

■ Uni video guides - Make Happen
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https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/apprentices-are-amazing-film/
https://www.makehappen.org/guide/what-is-an-apprenticeship/
https://www.makehappen.org/university-video-guides/


Q and A session

Thank you for attending.

If you have any questions please feel free to speak 
to one of the team.


