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Dear Student, 

A warm welcome to the Billericay School Sixth Form!

As a student in our community you will find:

$ A wide choice of A level and BTEC level 3 courses

$ Proven success in examinations.

$ Opportunities to take an active part in the life of

the school and the community and to exercise

leadership. 

$ Outstanding support for those  going on to higher

education or leaving to pursue a career.

$ A sixth form centre that  provides excellent

resources and well-equipped study facilities. 

$ A dedicated and highly qualified specialist

teaching staff that are there to support you on

your journey to the next step in your career.

It is important to be realistic and to choose your

courses wisely. This prospectus is full of information

and should lead to a dialogue with our careers staff,

personal tutors and senior staff.

Ahson Mohammed B.Ed. (Hons.)

Headteacher

Dear Student,

Welcome!  

Having only made the leap from GCSE to A Level

myself a year ago, I can safely say that it is a difficult

one to make at first. However, the Billericay School

Sixth Form is an ideal place to make this transition.

There are many benefits to studying your A Levels at

our Sixth Form:

There is a focus on independent study and time

management, preparing you for university and

success in the workplace.

A dedicated group of Sixth Form staff will help you

with your studies and support you in any other way

needed.

Our own private Sixth Form Study Areas offer great

work environments away from the bustle of the lower

school; you can study in our designated silent area

or work in group study areas, the choice really is

yours.

Sixth Form-only social spaces make for easy

interaction between people in your year group.

Having the opportunity to voice an opinion through

the Sixth Form Committee allows you to shape the

way the Sixth Form is run to benefit you. 

I hope that you will find the Billericay School a place

that can cater to your A Level and BTEC needs and

choices as well as helping you best prepare for your

future.

Josh Willetts

Chair of Sixth Form

Committee 
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WELCOME TO THE 
SIXTH FORM

A message from 

Ahson Mohammed,

Headteacher
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We understand that your academic success is a

team effort, with you, your parents and the school

working together and communicating clearly.

Our intention is that you always have someone to

call upon whenever you need guidance, advice or

support and key staff are on hand to help:

Dr Priya Pavan, Deputy Head of Sixth
Form, Head of Year 13
We encourage our students to be creative,

independent, proactive, responsible and self

disciplined in their approach to

learning. We aim to instil high

aspirations in our students and

support growth in self-

confidence arising from

personal achievement. I hope

to contribute to giving informed

guidance on university choices,

UCAS applications, personal

statements and good quality

internships and apprenticeships, contributing to

making every student a success story beyond their

time here at school. 

Mrs Lesley Pike
Sixth Form Administrator / Student
Support
My role is to maintain the smooth and happy

running of the sixth form. I am a

good first point of contact if you

want some help and information.

I support students (and indeed

their parents!) with the challenge

of transition from Year 11 into

sixth form through to their career

path decisions into University or

the workplace.  

One of my many favourite things about working

within the sixth form team is the feeling when a

young person realises that their dream for their

future is not out of their reach.

Mrs Fiona Smith, 
Head of Sixth form 

The Billericay School Sixth

Form staff is dedicated to the

achievement of academic

excellence, the fulfilment of

students’ potential and the

expansion of their horizons. We

aim to create young men and

women who are willing to

embrace the challenges and

demands of a diverse and

changing society. Our ‘open door’ policy providing

guidance and support reflects our daily

commitment to the 6th form community in achieving

these goals.

Mr Dan Bacon
Achievement & progress coordinator,
Head of Year 12
My role within the Sixth Form is

to monitor your progress. After

every round of data collection,

your form tutor will be provided

with a traffic-lighted document

that you can use in learning

conversations to pinpoint

strengths and weaknesses. As

a sixth-form team we will use

this information to ensure the

optimum academic outcomes for all students.

A personal tutor 
In addition to these staff each student  is allocated

a personal tutor (where possible, a member of staff

who teaches or knows you). They are a close point

of contact through regular meetings - you can

discuss any problems relating to your work. They

are also the first line of support for UCAS or

employment applications.

Study tutoring 
An additional level of support is offered to 

students with weekly meetings with a dedicated

tutor to plan work, discuss time management, and

work on specific course assignments in order to

achieve the best possible grades.

WELCOME TO THE 
SIXTH FORM 

Team of staff
Supporting your success

Guidance advice and support.
In student satisfaction surveys 
this is rated as excellent.



Some good reasons why you should
choose Billericay School Sixth Form:

$ The size of our Sixth Form gives us greater

resources than smaller institutions and this

means we are more able to offer a wider range

of subject and course combinations at A level

& BTEC level 3. 

$ A highly qualified and experienced staff that

have a proven track record of working

successfully at A level.

$ Excellent study facilities and subject resources

(including state of the art media and music

facilities).

$ Personalised care and support through a

personal tutor and the Sixth Form pastoral team,

supporting  and monitoring  your progress and

acting as  a contact point with home.

$ An exceptional curriculum enrichment

programme.

$ Access to the school’s sport and gym facilities.

$ Outstanding guidance and support for

university, employment or training.

Supporting your next step:
In our sixth form you will find students:

$ Applying for entrance to Russell Group, Oxford

and Cambridge Universities or for courses in

medicine and veterinary sciences.

$ Taking ‘A’ levels, ‘AS’ levels or BTEC courses

with the intention of going on to degree courses

at universities and colleges of higher education.

$ Leaving at eighteen to enter employment with the

'A' level, BTEC level 3 and other qualifications

that they have gained during their one or two

years of study

$ Leaving at 18 to gain level 3 apprenticeships.

Who can apply to the Sixth Form?

$ We operate an ‘open’ Sixth Form which means

that we offer courses to suit a range of interests

and abilities, and each year there are typically 20

to 30 students who would join the Sixth Form

from other schools and colleges. Places on

specific programmes of study are dependent

upon availability. 

$ You will need to reach a certain level of

achievement in your GCSEs and other

qualifications (see the “Which course is best for

me?” page) in order to follow certain courses. 

$ The governing body  reserves the right to refuse

admission if these criteria are not met. 

Year 13 students attending a televised discussion on

women in society 

Year 12 students

researching the

general election 

THE BILLERICAY
SCHOOL AND YOU

Don’t forget!

Visit our OPEN EVENING on

Wednesday 9th November

from 5.30 - 8.15 pm
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Lucy Avery
‘I started the 6th form with AS
level study in History, Politics,
Sociology and English
Literature. I am hoping to
apply to Southampton or
Birmingham universities to
study for a combined History
and Politics degree.
Personally, asking for feedback
from my teachers in order to
realise my full potential has
been the key difference from GCSE. I have
developed my confidence, finding the transition to
6th form teaching has led to a more adult learning
environment which I really enjoy.’

Charlie Odell
stayed on from year 11 to
study AS Levels in Maths,
Economics, ICT and Physics.
He aims to study Economics
at the LSE or Warwick and
follow a career in banking and
finance. ‘The change from
GCSE to A Level was
daunting, but being organised
and willing to put in the extra
effort made the transition a lot
easier. I really enjoy all my courses and the
challenge of taking the initiative to read around the
subjects we are studying in class is something I
have come to enjoy.”

Charlotte Bedford
chose AS level courses in
Drama, English Literature,
Politics and Music.
‘I hope to study Drama at the
Guildford School of Acting or
the Scottish Conservatoire
next year.  The transition to A
level has given me
opportunities to expand upon
both my practical and theory
based skills in school.
Teachers put a lot of time into ensuring that all of
the sixth form students are prepared for exams and
whatever may come after them. They have also
given me advice about what else I should be doing
away from school to help my application .’

Matthew Cook
joined the sixth form from
another local school, choosing
double award BTEC
Engineering alongside A levels
in Maths and Physics. He is
aiming for a career in
Aerospace or Automative
Engineering. ‘The biggest
difference from GCSEs is the
need to have a revision plan so
you don't spend all your time
just doing homework. I have
thoroughly enjoyed my courses, and the
opportunity to study Engineering at Billericay
School has given me a clear idea of university
study in the subject.’

Lucy Dekker
‘I stayed on from year 11 to
study AS levels in French,
Geography, English
Literature and Psychology. I
hope to study Geography at
Southampton or Sheffield
universities and embark on a
career linked to GIS mapping.
Personally, the most significant
thing I have learnt from sixth
form study is how to manage
my time more efficiently, finding an effective
balance between social activities and school work
so I can work to my full potential.’ 

Nathan Crew 
stayed on from year 11 to
study AS levels in Maths and
Further Maths, Physics and
Chemistry. ‘I want to go on to
study for Mathematics degree
at a university such as Oxford,
Imperial or Warwick. ‘The
enthusiasm, support and
expertise of my Mathematics
teachers really helped me to
achieve the A grades in my
Maths courses this summer.’ I think the key
difference at AS level is being really well organised
so that you can keep on top of all the work. ‘

WHAT OUR CURRENT
YEAR 13 SAY ABOUT

THEIR FIRST YEAR OF
STUDY...

Just so you know … there will be student
representatives to talk to about every

subject on our Open Evening on
Wednesday 9th November from 5.30 -

8.15 pm
Don’t miss it!
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We are proud to see so many of our students
embarking on higher education having completed
their advanced level studies in the sixth form, and
moving on to a range of employment and university
opportunities, including students gaining places at
UCL, Bath, Nottingham, Warwick, Leeds,
Loughborough, UEA, Surrey, Queen Mary,
Exeter, Reading and Southampton universities.
Students rate the support and guidance they receive
in making their application to university as excellent.

Bethany Gomersall
studied A levels in Biology,

Mathematics Chemistry , and

the EPQ. She gained grades

A*, A* A* and A* respectively.

She is now studying Applied

Medical Sciences at the

University College London.

Savannah Chittick
studied ‘A’ levels in

Psychology, History and

Economics gaining grades

A*, A, B. She also gained the

A* grade in the EPQ.  She is

now studying for a degree in

Psychology at Exeter

University.

Matthew Gilchrist 
gained an A* grade in both the

EPQ, and in Mathematics as

well as A grades in Physics

and Further Maths and this

has enabled him to take up his

first choice university place to

study Physics at the

University of Bath.  

Rikki Viskin
Having joined the sixth form

from another local school Rikki

choose to study A levels in

Mathematics, Further Maths

and Psychology. Her grades

of A, A, B, have enabled her

to take up a place on the

Mathematics degree course

at the University of East

Anglia. 

Nick Travers 
gained grades A, A and B in

his chosen subjects of

Economics, German, and

Mathematics, alongside an A

grade in the EPQ and he is

now at the University of

Nottingham studying

Business Economics.

Rosie Mesher 
Rosie chose the double

award Health and Social

care BTEC alongside A levels

in Psychology and

Sociology, Her grades of

double distinction star and

two A level B grades have

allowed her to gain her first

choice place to read

Criminology 

and Social Policy at Nottingham University.

Oliver Stewart 
Oliver studied A levels in

History, Politics, English

and the EPQ, gaining grades

of A*, A*, B and B and has

now taken up a place at

Exeter University to read

History.

GOING PLACES ...
Higher Education

Higher education destinations of
the students who left Billericay

Sixth Form in July 2016

Over 90 of our year 13 students

made successful applications to

university last year. 

27 students gained places to
‘Russell group’ or other
‘selector’ universities.

73 students gained a place at
their first choice institution.
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Whilst we hope that many students will consider
university after their time in the Sixth Form, we also
know that many students will be seeking to begin
their careers and we are equally committed to
supporting students in achieving their ambitions. We
are proud to see our students embarking on careers
or higher apprenticeships. 

Edward Bittante 
Ed’s success at A level has
enabled him to gain
employment in the
accountancy sector on leaving
sixth form. Gaining grades B,
C, C, C in Politics
Economics, Geography and
the EPQ, he has secured a
higher apprenticeship with
KPMG.

Celine Vahder 
Having completed A levels in
Maths, Further Maths,
Biology and the EPQ and
gaining grades A, A, C and D
Celine has taken up the offer of
a higher apprenticeship in
Investment Analytics with
M&G finance.

Stephen Henderson 
Stephen gained an A grade in
the EPQ and grades B, C and
C in Maths, Geography and
Economics. He applied for the
highly competitive
apprenticeship scheme with
Ford Motor Company and was
rewarded with the offer of a
place.

$ The right facilities for you 
Two dedicated study areas reserved exclusively
for sixth form use only.

A quiet study room equipped with IT facilities
including internet access.

A section of the RBLC reserved specifically for
silent, private study for year 12 and 13 students.

GOING PLACES … 
EMPLOYMENT

AND TRAINING
AND GAP YEARS  

THE BEST SUPPORT
FOR YOUR

SUCCESS  

Here are some of the employment and
training positions secured by some of

our year 13 students who left
Billericay Sixth Form in July 2016.

We congratulate all of our students
who have found employment and

training this year!

Supporting your success with sessions such

as the ‘discovering risk’ insurance careers or

‘boardbreaking’ self confidence session seen

below. 



8

$ Leading your community
An elected Sixth Form committee who organise

the social and cultural life of the Sixth Form.

You will have a chance to lead the decision

making about behaviour and responsibility within

the Sixth Form area. 

Opportunities to contribute to the life of the

school and the community through the school

house system, as peer mentors, or as form

buddies.

$ Volunteering
All sixth formers are encouraged to get involved

in charity work and community links, and

participation in such events is encouraged and

expected. 

$ Dressing for success
There is no uniform for Sixth Form students, but

dress is expected to be smart. Extremes of

fashion are not accepted. Students should dress

as if for a place of work. Students should see the

dress code section of the student handbook and

planner for more. 

$ Developing your wider skills 
Opportunities to participate in dramatic and

musical events, as well as in public speaking

events with other schools both locally and

nationally.

$ Sixth Form Studies 
Opportunities for students beyond their chosen

subjects, developing your awareness of the world

including:

An Induction programme at local universities

such Queen Mary, Greenwich, Anglia Ruskin and

Essex. This is a good opportunity to make new

friends, as well as to see what life at university

can offer.

Weekly talks on issues of topical interest for

where citizenship, health and current affairs

issues are explored.

A business placement, which may have a direct

relevance to your proposed eventual vocation or

may help develop broader skills for use in the

future.  

Advice on UCAS and applying to university or

on alternative pathways. The careers service

and school staff are on hand to provide further

guidance.

PREPARING YOU
FOR THE FUTURE 

Student volunteers organise an activity for 
The Chernobyl Children's Charity.

Year 13 students raising money for charity
through a series of cake sales.

Students taking cookery classes to prepare
for university life 
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$ Physical Education
Choose from badminton, volleyball, basketball,

table-tennis, multi-gym, soccer, netball, hockey,

tennis and cricket.

One period in the week is set aside for sixth form

use of the sports facilities

There are also two hours a week when the

gym/weights facility is available to the sixth form.

$ Helping others through community
service
As role models and leaders of the school

community every student in year 12 is expected

to commit at least one hour per month.

$ Sixth Form representatives /
responsibilities
Sixth Form students may also stand to be elected

by their peers to one of the positions of

leadership within the Sixth Form committee, a

key institution for the student voice in the school.

Students may also apply to roles of leadership

within the school house system such as house

captaincy. 

$ Learning Support
For those wishing to develop experience in

teaching or care services you will have the

opportunity to give valuable assistance to the

learning support department whilst at the same

time gaining valuable relevant experience.

$ Buddies and peer supporters
Become a ''buddy” to a year 7 tutor group,

assisting them with their settling in. 

Students may also wish to become peer

counsellors for lower school students. Support

and training are given to students wishing to

participate in this.

$ The Sixth Form Prom
Organised by the Sixth Form committee it takes

place immediately after the year 13 examinations.

It is a formal occasion with a meal and dancing

and was held last year at Stock Brook Manor. Not

to be missed on any account!

OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR YOU

Marine corps boot camp

Peer
support
group

Duke of 
Edinburgh
Expedition 
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We want you to make decisions based on

knowledge and to consider the Billericay Sixth Form

as one of your options post 16. Our aim is to ensure

that all students are guided to the course that is right

for them, in order that they may enjoy their time here

and are able to progress to the next step in their

education or career, whatever that may be. To help

with the decision-making, the school offers the

following provisions:

Getting ready to apply 
Step 1. The prospectus 
The information in this booklet will help you to make

decisions, but do not rely upon this alone. 

Internal applicants will receive their own copy and

application form through the interview with a

member of the senior staff in October/November of

year 11, prior to the Sixth Form Open Evening on

November 9th.

External applicants need to contact the school to

receive a prospectus through the post or to collect

one on the Open Evening.

Step 2. November 2016 - The Open Evening 

This will take place on Wednesday, 9th November

2016. During this evening students will be made

aware of the options open to them. There will also be

an opportunity to meet subject staff and to discuss

specific courses with teachers and students

currently studying the course.

Step 3. Submitting an application 
Internal applicants 

In December you will complete an application form,

stating which subjects you would like to study in the

sixth form. The courses you choose are only a

statement of intention and you may be guided to

make different choices in your formal interview or

upon final enrolment after you have received your

GCSE results.

External applicants may submit applications up to

February of 2017. External applicant places are

limited to 50 and a reserve list will operate once

applications have reached this level. Places on

specific courses or programmes of study are subject

to availability and cannot be guaranteed.

Step 4. The guidance and advice
meeting 
Each internal applicant is invited to attend a formal

guidance meeting  in January with a senior member

of the school staff or the personal tutor. Parents are

encouraged to attend this meeting. The

application is discussed, in particular, whether the

course applied for is appropriate. 

External applicants will be offered a guidance

meeting  by a member of the Sixth Form senior staff.

A school reference from your current school will be

required at this meeting.

After you have applied 
Step 5. April - The offer letter
In April a letter will be sent to all applicants

confirming the offer of a place and the programme of

study. These offers are subject to the required

grades being achieved.

Step 6. July – September - The Induction
process
An Induction morning in July and the induction

days in September will allow final confirmation and

suitability of chosen courses.

Step 6. Finalising the timetable offer  
Students are notified as quickly as possible if their

chosen subjects will not be available to them and are

asked to make an alternative choice from the

courses on offer. Final decisions about which

courses can run are made in September 2017. 

Step 7. Progress from year 12 to year 13 
In the legacy courses where an AS level is taken at

the end of year 12, a D grade at AS is required in

order to continue the subject at A2. 

In the new A level courses, a D grade in the pre

public end of year exam (or the stand alone AS level

qualification if offered) will allow students to continue

into their second year.

Students on BTEC courses must pass the required

number of units to progress to the second year of

study.

Every effort will be made to meet students'

requirements as they move onto their second year

courses. Students who decide not to pursue one

subject into A level may decide to pick up another

subject. 

HOW SHOULD
I APPLY?
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Art GCSE C grade in art or a relevant subject.

Biology B grade in GCSE biology or A grade in the biology theory component

of additional science exam.

Business Studies B grade GCSE business or business and communication or grade 5 in

both English and maths.

Chemistry B grade in GCSE chemistry or A grade in the chemistry theory

component of the additional science exam.

Computer science GCSE Grade 6 in maths or a B grade in computer science.

Drama B Grade in GCSE drama or a B grade or equivalent in a relevant

subject.

Economics GCSE Grade 5 in English or English literature and maths or one of

these and a B grade in another relevant subject (business studies,

history, geography or a science.) 

OCR national GCSE Grade 5 in maths and grade 4 in English, C grade in the

physics element of the additional science or physics GCSE.

English Lit or  Grade 6 in both GCSE language and literature or a B grade in another

relevant subject and a grade 6 in one of these.

French and German B grade in the relevant GCSE in language.

Geography B grade in Geography or Grade 5 in Maths and a B grade in science if

you have not studied Geography before.

Health & social care GCSE grade C in science, preferably the additional component.

History B grade in History or Grade 5 in English language or Literature if you

have not studied History before.

ICT B grade in ICT or computer science GCSE or B grade in additional

science or maths GCSE grade 5.

Mathematics GCSE Grade 7 in GCSE maths. (high grade 6 will be considered on an

individual basis. Grade 8 for further maths.

Media studies GCSE C grade or grade 5 in English language or literature.

Music /Music tech GCSE C grade and a relevant music theory and performance grade.

Performing arts Grade C in Drama or Music.

PE A level GCSE C grade in PE with at least 60% (B) achieved in the theory

paper. 

Physics B grade in GCSE physics or A grade in the physics theory component

of the additional science exam. Grade 5 maths.

Politics GCSE grade 5 in English language or literature.

Product Design C grade or equivalent in Product Design, Art or Engineering or a grade

5 in Maths.

Psychology GCSE grade 5 in mathematics, grade C in additional science. GCSE

grade 5/6 in English language and/or literature.

Sociology GCSE grade 5 in English language or literature.

Textiles C grade in textiles or Art GCSE.

Students gaining GCSE grades in the

summer of 2017 will be awarded a

mixture of ‘legacy’ grades (A*-G) and,

for English and Mathematics, ‘new’

grades (9-1). 

General entry requirements:
Students will need to gain at least 5

grades A*- C in legacy subjects plus a

minimum grade 4 in both English and

Maths. 

Students may include  one vocational

subject as one of the A*-C  equivalent

grades.

Students who meet this minimum entry
requirement only will be required to

study a vocational  course in addition

to one or two A level subjects.

A level programme entry
requirement:
Students who wish to follow an A level

only programme of study will require at

least three B and five C grades or their

numerical equivalent.

All students will select a four A level

programme of study.

Helping you to make the right
choice 
Guidance will take place to ensure that

your choice suits  your individual

needs at the  meetings with your

tutor/senior staff  in November,

January and also  after you have

received your GCSE results upon

entry in September.

Specific subject entry
requirements
Students will also be required to meet

the subject specific entry grades

required by individual subjects. These

are shown in the table opposite  

WHICH COURSE WILL
BE BEST FOR ME? 

combined

Engineering
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Reformed’ A levels
The first ‘wave’ of new A level programmes of study

were introduced by the government in September

2015. Other subjects formed the second wave of

subjects delivered from September 2016.

September 2017 sees the final wave of new A levels

being taught for the first time.

All of the new courses will be ‘linear’, so

assessment of a student's knowledge and

understanding of the whole course is intended to

take place at the end of the two years.

In these courses, the AS level exam will no

longer count towards the actual A Level grade.

The subjects in this booklet where this structure

applies are as follows:

In most cases it will be appropriate for a student to

sit the stand alone AS level at the end of the first

year of study. Students will be guided to this pathway

by subject teachers and sixth form advisers in the

majority of cases.

The UCAS points value of the new AS level will be

40% of the full A level grade for these subjects.

The vocational option

EDEXCEL BTEC LEVEL 3/

OCR CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS

These vocational level 3 courses carry a similar

points value to ‘A’ levels and are offered in the

following subjects: 

In these courses, there is a greater emphasis on

ongoing assessed portfolio work and each course

has a mix of internally assessed portfolio and

externally assessed examination. 

The 6 unit awards are the equivalent of one full ‘A’

level and the 12 unit award (currently offered in

Engineering and Health and Social Care is the

equivalent of two full A levels. 

All vocational level 3 courses are structured to be

completed over 2 years.

Some students may wish to or will be directed to,

combine one or two AS /A levels with a BTEC course

of study.

YOUR COURSE
CHOICES POST 16

Wave one subjects 

September 2015 

Art, craft & design

Business studies

Computer science 

Economics

English combined

English literature

History

Psychology

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Sociology

Wave two 

September 2016 

Drama & theatre studies

French

Geography 

German 

Music 

Music technology 

PE

Wave three 

September 2017 

Product design

Mathematics

Media studies

Politics

PE

Textiles

Each subject page within the prospectus
indicates whether the subject is NEW LINEAR
2015, 2016 or 2017 or LEGACY A LEVELS
You may choose up to four subjects and these
may be a mixture of NEW linear and LEGACY A
levels.

Last year, nearly half of

all grades at A level were

A*, A or B. Over 75% of

vocational grades were

graded at the highest

grades of Distinction or

Distinction star.

Engineering 

Health and social care 

ICT 

Sport 

Performing arts
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Future career choices:
If you already have a clear idea of what you wish to

pursue in the future it is important that you choose

subjects and qualifications that will allow you to

progress in this area. For example: 

Medicine and Veterinary sciences - You must

choose biology and chemistry A level (pharmacy

will also require chemistry and either biology, maths

or  physics).

Engineering - You will need maths mechanics  and

physics A level or the engineering BTEC course.

Physiotherapy - You will need biology A level.

Law - history and or English A level are

recommended.

Business / Business Management, Finance or

Economics - Many universities offering these

courses will not want you to have studied both

business and economics to full A level.

Future university application 
All level three study in the Billericay Sixth Form will

allow a student to progress to further study.

Some universities, including the Russell group of

top universities have stated that they prefer

applicants to have at least two of the following A

level subjects in their choices:

These ‘facilitating’ A level subjects are:

If your GCSE predicted grades are mainly B or

above, you should talk to your senior staff member

about your choice of subjects if you do not have two

of these facilitating subjects in your choices.

Why study for the EPQ?
The extended project is an opportunity for students

to research and complete a project of their own

choice. This not only presents a worthwhile

academic challenge to the student, but also the

opportunity to demonstrate the ability to structure,

organise and progress his/her own learning beyond

the confines of A level study.

What will I study?
Students may wish to take the qualification as an

extension from their A level subjects or explore an

area of personal interest or activity outside their

main programme of study. 

Recent choices have included comedy sketch

writing, ophthalmology, Japanese Anime characters,

the Falklands War and the uses of prime numbers.

How will my study be organised?
Research is undertaken over the summer of year 12

with the project completed and presented in year 13.

Each student has a supervisor who will provide

guidance and support.

Where does studying
this course take me?
The EPQ will feature on a student’s UCAS personal

statement or employment application, demonstrating

an active interest in a particular field. The project

carries the same UCAS points value as an AS level

qualification. 

What do I ideally need to cope
successfully with the course?
Students need to have demonstrated effective study

skills, self-motivation and the ability to work

independently.

EXTENDING YOUR
OPPORTUNITIES

The extended project

qualification (EPQ)

MMAAKKIINNGG  TTHHEE
RRIIGGHHTT  SSUUBBJJEECCTT
CCHHOOIICCEESS   FFOORR
YYOOUURR  FFUUTTUURREE

mathematics

physics

chemistry

history

German

English literature

biology

geography

French
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How will I be assessed?
THIS course is one of the new LINEAR

A levels. All examinations will take place at the end

of the course.

The AS qualification is completely separate and

most students will sit this at the end of year 12 study.

Where does studying this course
take me?
Art foundation course prior to degree course at

university; direct entry to higher education;

employment in a wide range of art and design

related industries. 

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
Students should have achieved a grade C or above

and have understanding of the visual elements of art

and  some understanding of the place of art, craft

and design in the world – its history and purpose.

Above all, students should have an interest in

creating and appreciating art and the determination

to develop that interest. 

You are expected to complete a minimum of five

hours personal study per week. 

Working on the woodlands unit 

Working on the woodlands unit 

Why study the subject?
Diversity! Art and design encourages imagination,

sensitivity, conceptual thinking, analytical abilities

and practical skills.  All recognised qualities in

creative and other industries.

What will I study?
The course combines contextual studies with the

development of individual ideas, skills and

techniques and there are workshops, gallery visits,

life-drawing and a visual research field trip. 

Component 1: Personal Investigation 
This component consists of three linked elements,

your own practical work, supporting studies and a

personal study on other artists’ work. You decide the

focus and format of both.

Component 2: Externally set assignment 
You will be given a question paper prior to the

examination towards the end of the course. You will

be assessed on your preparation work and your

timed test piece.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MISS J GOSLING

A LEVEL

EDEXCEL

ART CRAFT & DESIGN Reformed A LEVEL 

2015

A level Art and

Textiles Paris Trip



15

Why study the subject?
Biology is a popular subject choice which links well

with other sciences, geography, psychology and PE.

Students will  also have the opportunity to take part

in a field course to enhance their field study skills.

What will I study?

Module 1: Development of practical
skills
This module underpins the whole specification,

covering planning, implementing, analysis and

evaluation skills.

Module 2: Foundations in Biology
Cell structure, biological molecules, nucleotides,

nucleic acids, enzymes, membranes, cell division,

cell diversity and cellular organisation.

Module 3: Exchange and transport
Exchange surfaces, transport in animals, transport

in plants.

Module 4: Biodiversity, evolution
and disease
Communicable disease, disease prevention and the

immune system, biodiversity, classification and

evolution.

Module 5: Communications,
homeostasis and energy
Communication, homeostasis, excretion, nerves,

hormones, plant and animal responses,

photosynthesis and respiration. 

Module 6: Genetics, evolution
and ecosystems
Cellular control, patterns of inheritance,

manipulating genomes, cloning and biotechnology,

ecosystems, populations and sustainability.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MISS L POLLARD 

A LEVEL

OCR

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR 

A levels. All examinations will take place at the end

of the course. 

The AS qualification is completely separate.

A separate Practical Endorsement will be awarded

to A level candidates who can demonstrate

competency in the laboratory.

Where does studying this course
take me?
Studying biology will allow you to opt for the more

traditional science courses such as medicine,

veterinary science and physiotherapy. It is a launch

pad for emerging careers such as stem cell

research, molecular biology and genetics. Any

course that requires logical and analytical thinking

and good communication skills will benefit from

studying biology.

What do I really
need to cope
successfully
with this
course?
Students will need to work

hard to maintain their

notes in their own time.

The vast content that is

covered in the course

requires committed study

to be able to apply it to

practical situations.

students should also be

confident in using

laboratory equipment. 

BIOLOGY Reformed A LEVEL 

2015
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Why study the subject?
The course allows you to investigate different types

of organisations in various business sectors and

environments. It enables you to identify business

problems, plan appropriate investigations into such

problems, and finally, make justifiable decisions

using both qualitative and quantitative methods,

taking into account opportunity cost.  

What will I study?

First year unit: Business 1
This unit considers what a business is, how

managers lead and make decisions, and types of

decision making undertaken to improve marketing

performance, operational performance, financial

performance and the performance of staff. 

First year unit : Business 2
This unit likewise covers the subject from the context

of Business Unit 1, but students examine the issues

through case study material.

Second year unit : Business 1
Like Unit 1 from the first year,  this unit looks at what

a business is, how managers lead and make

decisions, and types of decision making undertaken

to improve marketing performance, operational

performance, financial performance and the

performance of staff.  However, for the full A level

students are also required to analyse the strategic

position of a business, how it chooses its strategic

direction and how it manages strategic change. 

Second year unit: Business 2
This unit likewise covers business from the context

of Business Unit 1, but students examine the issues

through a series of compulsory data response

questions.

Second year unit: Business 3
This unit is synoptic in nature and is based around a

compulsory case study.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MS M MCFADDEN

A LEVEL

OCR

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR 

A levels. All examinations will take place at the end

of the course. 

The AS qualification is completely separate.

Most students will sit the AS exam at the end of year

12.

Where does studying this course
take me?
Students with ‘A’ level business studies have access

to a wide range of possible career and higher

education opportunities. You could  start a career in

business armed with an excellent knowledge of how

businesses operate. Careers such as accounting,

administration, customer service, finance, IT,

personnel, law or sales are all possible progression

routes. You may also progress on to university to

study at degree level.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
A B grade in business studies, business and

communication or grade 5 in English and maths.

BUSINESS STUDIES Reformed A LEVEL 

2015
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Why study the subject?
Chemistry seeks to explain what everything, both

living and non-living, is made up of. The Salters

course links chemical ideas to everyday themes

such as medicines, the oceans, the atmosphere and

polymers. It has strong industrial relevance and suits

logical, analytical thinkers.

What will I study?
There are ten units for A level chemistry, and the first

five units of year one A level are the same as the

stand alone AS level.

Year one A level/AS level:
$ Elements of life: Studying elements in the

universe and how elements have developed in

the periodic table. 

$ Developing fuels: Looks at all aspects of fuel

from the development of better fuels to pollution. 

$ Chemical extraction: Study how chlorine and

bromine are extracted from the sea and their

properties and uses. 

$ The ozone story: deals with important

processes occurring in the ozone layer.

$ Medicines: such as aspirin and the analysis of

synthesised medicines.

Year two A level 
$ The chemical

industry,

$ Polymers and 

DNA, 

$ The role of

oceans 

$ Developing

metals 

$ The chemistry of

dyes

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MISS H. WILLIAMS

A LEVEL

OCR (SALTERS B)

How will I be assessed?
THIS course is one of the new LINEAR A levels.

All examinations will take place at the end of the

course.

The AS qualification is completely separate.

A separate Practical Endorsement will be awarded

to A level candidates who can demonstrate

competency in the laboratory.

Where does studying this course
take me?
Chemistry can lead into a wide variety of careers

which can include the obvious and sometimes the

not so obvious. They include doctors, dentists, vets,

nurses, medical sales people, laboratory chemist,

geologist, forensics, site technician, bio-chemist,

research and education. Anyone wishing to study

medicine must have an ‘A’ Level in chemistry. 

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
Students achieving less

than a B grade at GCSE

chemistry or an A grade in

additional science will find

it challenging to cope with

the demands of A level.

You need to be

committed to study the

subject and to complete

all the work set. 

CHEMISTRY Reformed A LEVEL 

2015
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Why study the subject?

This specification has been designed for students

who wish to go on to higher education courses or

employment where knowledge of Computing would

be beneficial. This course, with its emphasis on

abstract thinking, general problem-solving,

algorithmic and mathematical reasoning, scientific

and engineering-based thinking, is a good

foundation for understanding these future

challenges.

What will I study?

Unit 1: Practical knowledge 30%
Unit 1 is a practical, on-screen, examination which

allows candidates to demonstrate their knowledge of

the fundamental principles of the subject, focusing

on programming through a problem-solving scenario

using pre-release material.

Unit 2: Theory of computing 20%
Unit 2 focuses on the hardware and software

aspects of Computing and the social and economic

consequences of Computing.

Unit 3: Computational thinking 30%
The A2 specification builds on the content of AS,

with Unit 3 focusing on computational thinking, what

can be computed, programming and problem-

solving including communication and networking.

Unit 4:  Own choice project 20%
The second unit, Unit 4, is an internally assessed

unit, with candidates required to complete a report

on a computer-based programmed solution to a

problem solving exercise of their choice.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Awarding Body:

MRS S WALLIS

A LEVEL

AQA

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR 

A levels . All examinations will take place at the end

of the course. 

The AS qualification is completely separate and

most students will sit this at the end of year 12 study.

Where does studying this course
take me?
One can study computing and go on to a career in

medicine, law, business, politics or any type of

science. The course is not about learning to use

tools or just training in a programming language.

Instead the emphasis is on computational thinking.

Computational thinking is a kind of reasoning used

by both humans and machines.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
GCSE Grade 6 in Maths or a B grade in Computer

Science.

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Computer Science is no more about computers
than astronomy is about telescopes.

(Edsger  Dijkstra)

Reformed A LEVEL 

2015
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Why study the subject?
The course is an in depth study of the history and

development of the theatre, and develops

performance, design and directing skills.

What will I study?
You will study the important practitioners that

shaped theatre throughout history, a series of plays,

live theatre, and you will develop performance skills

at a much more advanced level. 

Component 1: Drama and Theatre
(written paper)
You will study two set plays and you will be asked to

analyse and evaluate the work of live theatre

makers. You will be expected to attend the theatre

throughout this course of study.

Component 2: Creating original drama
(practical)
You will be asked to engage in the process of

creating a devised piece of theatre. You will also

prepare a working notebook that details your

process. Your devised piece must be influenced by

the work of one prescribed practitioner.

Component  3: Making theatre (practical)
You will be asked to engage in the practical

exploration and interpretation of three extracts each

taken from a different play. The methodology of a

prescribed practitioner must be applied to Extract 3.

You must also provide a working notebook that

details your rehearsal process.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MRS J MILLER 

A LEVEL

AQA

How will I be assessed?
The A level is assessed from both a practical (60%

of overall mark) and a written perspective. (40% of

overall mark). The 3 hour written exam will take

place at the end of the two year course.

You will perform in front of an invited audience for

components 2 and 3 and assessed by your teachers

and an AQA external examiner. 

Where does studying this course
take me?
A-level drama and theatre studies can lead to a

variety of university degrees, either in performing or

on a more academic level, e.g. theatre studies.

Other students have progressed straight into a

performance career, or go on to take other

qualifications and courses in performance, or

technical courses in lighting and sound.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
You need to be organised, hard working, prepared to

work successfully as part of a group, and enjoy

developing your knowledge of theatre and

performance. You will also need to commit to

attending after school performances and rehearsals

for practical examinations.

DRAMA &
THEATRE STUDIES

Reformed A LEVEL 

2016
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Why study the subject?
The course allows you to investigate how markets

work and why sometimes they fail.  You will examine

how the economy is managed, looking at the key

measures of economic performance and the main

objectives and instruments of government policy.

You will examine how the pricing and nature of

competition between firms is affected by the number

and size of market participants.  Finally, you will

consider how the UK performs within the context of

the world economy.

What will I study?

First year unit 1: Operation of markets
and market failure
An introduction to the nature of economics, which

examines the reasons why individuals,

organisations and societies have to make choices.

It looks at competitive markets and how they work,

market failure and the ways in which governments

may intervene in markets, in order to correct failure.

First year unit 2: The national economy
in a global context
Introduces the key measures of economic

performance and the main objectives and

instruments of economic policy. You will be able to

use a basic aggregate demand/aggregate supply

model to understand why demand and/or supply

side policies may be seen as appropriate ways of

managing an economy; predict the possible impact

of such policies and recognise the assumptions

involved.

Second year unit 3:
Economic principles and issues
This unit builds upon units 1 and 2 and assesses

students’ understanding synoptically.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MS M MCFADDEN

A LEVEL

OCR

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR 

A levels. All examinations will take place at the end

of the course. 

The AS qualification is completely separate.

Where does studying this course
take me?
Economics gives access to a wide range of possible

career and higher education opportunities. You

could  start a career in business/banking armed with

an excellent knowledge of how businesses operate.  

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
B grades  in at least two relevant GCSE subjects

such as business or business and communication,

history, geography or science or  grade 5 in English

and maths 

ECONOMICS Reformed A LEVEL 

2016
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Why study the subject?
These awards are vocational qualifications that will
offer you the opportunity to gain a sound
understanding of engineering in order to progress
into higher education (BTEC Higher or
Undergraduate degrees) or seek employment in a
variety of engineering sectors. BTEC Level 3
courses are valued by employers, colleges and
universities. The Extended Certificate is equivalent
to 1 A Level and the Diploma equivalent to 2 A
Levels.

What will I study?
For this award, Units 1 to 4 are mandatory and are
externally tested.

Unit 1: Maths for Engineering
Develops your mathematical and physical scientific
knowledge and understanding to enable you to
solve problems set in an engineering context. 

Unit 2: Science for Engineering. Physical scientific
knowledge. 

Unit 3: Principles of Mechanical Engineering
Explores, for example systems of forces, levers,
gears & mechanical loading

Unit 4: Principles of Electronic & Electrical
Engineering. This explores electric motors, power
supplies and both Analogue & Digital electronics  

Unit 10: Computer Aided Design in Engineering
Uses  CAD software and hardware to produce 2D
and 3D drawings, acquiring the skills to produce
models of products, edit and modify them.

Unit 17: Computer Aided Manufacture.
This is a Unit to give students an understanding into
the world of CNC manufacturing. The codes used
and the typical types of machines industry uses. 

Course Leader

Levels Offered:

Awarding Body:

MR GOODING  

VOCATIONAL LEVEL 3

OCR

How will I be Assessed?
$ Completion of the 4 unit award will lead to the

BTEC National Extended Certificate and

completion of the 10 unit award to the BTEC

National Diploma, both in Engineering.

$ For the Extended Certificate 67% is externally

assessed and for the Diploma external

assessment amounts to 33%.

$ External Assessments are:

- Unit 1: a 2 hour exam in the summer of year 12. 

- Unit 3: a 10 hour case study under supervised

conditions in the summer of year 12.

$ All other units are assessed through a

combination of written and practical coursework

which together form your portfolio.

$ There are no further exams in year 13.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?

$ Grade 5 in Maths (preferably Higher Tier). Grade

4 in English 

$ Grade C in Science (Physics element of the

Additional Science course or Physics GCSE) 

$ The ability to organise your work effectively and

meet deadlines.

.

Where does studying this course
take me?
The mandatory units of the Diploma provide you with

the required knowledge of health and safety,

mathematics, science, communications and project

management for success in the engineering

workplace while the optional units are designed to

introduce you to the different engineering disciplines

giving you the opportunity to discover aspects of

mechanical, electronic, manufacturing, and

aeronautical engineering. 

ENGINEERING Reformed

Vocational for 2016
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Why study ‘A’ Level 
English Language & Literature?
The combined course helps you to develop your

skills and interests through study of a wide range of

literary and non literary texts. You will learn about

connections between language and literature and

consider the approaches of different linguists. You

will relate written and spoken texts to their social,

cultural and historical contexts, writing both

creatively and analytically.

Where could this course lead me?
English is widely accepted as one of the most

reputable and rigorous of all the academic

disciplines. It provides an excellent basis for any

career where clarity of thought, sound judgments

and reasoning are required. The civil service, law,

journalism, television and creative writing are just a

few careers where English would be an advantage.

Is this course for me? 
You should have achieved grade 6 in either English

or English Literature or another relevant subject at

GCSE. Obviously, you must enjoy reading and be

prepared to undertake private study as well as

participating in seminars. This course is for students

with good independent working skills and strong

powers of analysis, as well as a flair for creative

writing. 

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MRS J SHEARER 

A LEVEL

OCR

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR 

A levels. All examinations will take place at the end

of the course. 

The AS qualification is completely separate.

What will I study?

The syllabus has four Units of study, which

incorporate both linguistic and literary texts.

Unit one  
Requires study of a wide variety of written texts, both

non-fiction and spoken, including autobiographical

and biographical writing, letters, journals, essays

and media texts. Close study of Spoken Language is

a requirement. This will entail analysis of formal

speeches and transcripts of conversations, study of

verbal conventions, exploration of influences on

speech development and usage, and reflection on

the power of the spoken word. Assessment is via

terminal exam.

Units two and three  
Require study of Literary texts, including novels,

plays and poetry from a range of eras.  These will be

assessed via terminal exam, and one section will

have an element of creative writing as one of the

tasks.

Unit four 
A coursework task which we hope will allow some

individual choices by students in terms of texts

studied and creative work. Assessment is by

production of a portfolio and submission for external

assessment.

This is a very broad and varied course which will suit

those who enjoy exploring the impact of language

across a wide spectrum of texts and situations.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
AND LITERATURE

Reformed A LEVEL 

2015
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Why study A level English
Literature?
The course offers you the opportunity to study a

variety of texts from different genres, including

prose, drama and poetry, dating from the 1300s to

the present day. You will read, not just to learn facts,

but also to explore human thoughts, feelings, ideas

and behaviour as seen through the imaginations of

novelists, poets and playwrights.   

Where does studying this course
take me?
English Literature is widely accepted as one of the

most reputable and rigorous of all the academic

disciplines and, for students wishing to study some

courses at top universities, it is an essential pre-

requisite. It provides an excellent basis for any

career where clarity of thought, sound judgment and

reasoning are required, such as civil service, law,

journalism, television and creative writing.

.

Is this course for me?
You need a grade 6 in either English or  English

literature or a relevant subject at GCSE level.

Obviously, you must enjoy reading and be prepared

to undertake private study as well as participating in

seminars. This course is for independent readers

who enjoy analysing texts and evaluating them in

the light of their contexts and other critical

viewpoints. You will also have the opportunity to do

some original re-creative writing based on texts

studied.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MRS J SHEARER 

A LEVEL

OCR

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR A levels.

All examinations will take place at the end of the

course. 

The AS qualification is completely separate and is

assessed by exam only.

The A level contains a 20% coursework 

component made up of a comparative essay and a

close analysis or re-creative piece.

What will I study?

At AS Level you will study the Shakespearian

comedy Twelfth Night, a pre 1900 poetry collection

by Christina Rosetti, the post 1900 play A Streetcar

Named Desire by Tennessee Williams and the

dystopian novel 1984 by George Orwell. At A Level

you will study two additional post 1900 novels, a pre

1900 play and another post 1900 poetry collection.  

Throughout the course you will develop critical

literary skills, including in depth analysis of

language, structure & form, an appreciation of

contexts in which texts are produced and received,

evaluation of a variety of possible interpretations as

well as the skill of making connections between

texts.

ENGLISH LITERATURE Reformed A LEVEL 

2015
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Why study the subject?
If you are interested in a career in which you may

need to use a language, then a qualification at 'A'

level will be essential for further study. 

AS Level:

Paper  1: Listening, reading and writing  
You will develop your understanding of written and

spoken passages from a range of contexts and

sources covering topics such as cinema, music and

modern society.

Paper 2: Writing
You will develop your written ability and refine your

grammatical expertise in French, writing about a

chosen book or a film and completing a translation

from English into French. 

Paper 3: Speaking
You will build up a wide range of vocabulary to

enable you to express yourself proficiently in a

discussion on two themes with your teacher.

A Level:
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing
You will develop your understanding of written and

spoken passages from a range of contexts and

sources covering topics such as cinema, music,

society’s current trends and issues and aspects of

political life in the French-speaking world.

Paper 2: Writing
You will develop your written ability and your

analytical skills in French, writing about a chosen

book or a film.

Paper 3: Speaking
You will research and present on a topic you have

chosen and follow this up by discussing it with the

examiner. You will build up a wide range of

vocabulary to enable you to express

yourself proficiently in conversation on other

contemporary themes and issues.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MRS S REY

A LEVEL

AQA

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR

A levels. All examinations will take place at the end

of the course. 

The AS qualification is completely separate.

Where does studying this course
take me?
Many of the students who take A level French go

on to study Modern Languages at university, either

on its own or in combination with other subjects like

Business Studies, Maths, Politics, Law or

Literature. A variety of rewarding careers such as

International Law, Tourism, Banking, Fashion buyer

may follow. Whatever the field they choose to work

in, students of language open up the possibility of

travelling and even working abroad. 

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
To be successful in this course, you need to work

consistently hard. 

Ideally students need a grade B in GCSE French.

FRENCH Reformed A LEVEL 

2016
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Why study the subject?
The content and approach of the AS/A2 courses

reflects the dynamic nature of the subject and

stresses the importance of a sustainable future.

Geography offers so much to our understanding of

our planet. 

What will I study?
Students will maintain a balance between physical

geography and human geography; develop a

knowledge and understanding of the key concepts of

place, space, diversity, interdependence, and

people-environment interaction.  

Managing physical environments
River environments, coastal environments, cold

environments and hot arid / semi-arid environments.

Managing change in human
environments
Managing urban change, managing rural change,

the energy issue and the growth of tourism. 

Global issues
Students must study three topics selected from six

options - earth hazards, ecosystems and

environments under threat, climatic hazards,

population and resources, globalisation and

development and inequalities. 

Geographical Skills
Students may also have the opportunity to

participate in fieldwork during the course.

MRS H O’CALLAGHAN  

A LEVEL

EDEXCEL

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the NEW Linear A levels 

All examinations will take place at the end of the

course.

The AS qualification is completely separate.

Where does studying this course
take me?
A-level geography is widely accepted for many H.E.

courses, not just geography and environment

science.  It is also relevant to careers in teaching,

the armed forces, cartography, journalism,

surveying, town planning, travel & tourism, leisure,

conservation, countryside management, the

environment and more! 

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
To be successful in this course, you need a genuine

interest in global issues at all levels. You need to

have a willingness to understand how the natural

world "works" and what part we, as individuals, play

in this global closed system! See course entry

requirements page for specific academic

requirements. 

GEOGRAPHY
Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

Reformed A LEVEL 

2016
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Reformed A LEVEL 

2015

Why study the subject?
If you are interested in a career in which you may
need to use a language, then a qualification at 'A'
level will be essential for further study. Aspects of
German life and society studied include new
technologies, health and fitness, family and
friendship, environment, crime and politics.

AS Level:
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing
You will develop your understanding of written and

spoken passages from a range of contexts and

sources covering topics such as cinema, music and

modern society.

Paper 2: Writing
You will develop your written ability and refine your

grammatical expertise in German, writing about a

chosen book or a film and completing a translation

from English into German.

Paper 3: Speaking
You will build up a wide range of vocabulary to

enable you to express yourself proficiently in a

discussion on two themes with your teacher.

A Level:
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing 
You will develop your understanding of written and

spoken passages from a range of contexts and

sources covering topics such as cinema, music,

society’s current trends and issues and aspects of

political life in the German-speaking world.

Paper 2: Writing
You will develop your written ability and your

analytical skills  in German, writing about a chosen

book or a film.

Paper 3: Speaking
You will research and present on a topic you have

chosen and follow this up by discussing it with the

examiner. You will build up a wide range of

vocabulary to enable you to express

yourself proficiently in conversation on other

contemporary themes and issues.

Act. Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MRS E KEIM 

A LEVEL

AQA

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR

A levels . All examinations will take place at the end

of the course. 

The AS qualification is completely separate.

Where does studying this course
take me?
Sixth form students have gone on to work for

German firms and to study German at university,

often in combination with other subjects such as

business studies, economics and law. It is widely

recognised that such combinations offer excellent

career prospects within an expanding Europe. 

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
You would ideally have a grade B or above at GCSE

and the willingness to work to short term deadlines.

Above all, you must be truly interested in learning a

foreign language to a high level.

GERMAN
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The National Diploma will require
students to complete 200 hours of work
experience throughout the course.

How will I be assessed?
This is one of the new

vocational courses. There will

be a combination of internally

assessed work and external

examination units.

Where does studying this course
take me?
This course provides students with an introduction

and overview of the health and social care sectors.

The awards will enable you to go straight into

employment in areas such as health care work and

occupational health. The qualification will also

enable students to progress onto degrees in social

work, nursing and other related areas.  

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
C grade in science. An interest in careers within a

health and social care setting. An ability to organise

and meet  all the deadlines required for on going

assessments is essential.

Why study the subject?
These awards are work-related qualifications that

will give you an understanding of health the

knowledge and practical skills required to enable

progression to employment or higher level

education. For 2017 either the BTEC or OCR

national course will be offered. 

What will I study?
The National Diploma will consist of eight units and

the National Extended Certificate will consist of four

units. Assessments of the units consists of a series

of assignments that include a combination of

essays, external exams, diary extracts, case

studies, examples from work placements and

presentations.

The most likely units to be studied
are:

Unit 1- Human Lifespan Development 

Unit 2- Working in Health & Social Care

Unit 5- Enquiries into Current Research
in Health and Social Care

Unit 6- Meeting Individual Care and
Support Needs

Unit 12-Principles of Safe Practice in
Health and Social Care

Unit 13-Promoting Public Health

Unit 15-Psychological Perspectives

Unit 23-Nutritional Health

MISS A JOHAL

VOCATIONAL LEVEL 3

OCR OR EDEXCEL

HEALTH AND
SOCIAL CARE

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Awarding body:

Reformed Vocational

for 2016



28

Why study the subject?
History is a popular A level option choice, being

recognised for the skills it develops and the interest

it contains for students wishing to broaden their

horizons and prepare themselves for degree level

study.

What will I study?

Unit 1 - The Tudors: England 1485-1603
Students  will

study how

Henry VII

restored the

authority of the

monarchy after

the Wars of the

Roses,

progressing to

focus on Henry

VIII, examining

his decision to

set up the

Church of

England and

the impact that

had on the

country.

Students will then look at how Henry’s children –

Edward VI, Mary and Elizabeth – ruled the country

in their own right.

Unit 2 – The USA 1945-80: Reality and
illusion
This depth study will look at the domestic and

foreign policy of all American Presidents from

Truman to Carter. Key topics will include the battle

for civil rights, American involvement in the Cold

War, the Vietnam War and socio-economic change

in America during this period.

Unit 3 – Historical Enquiry: Russia
1855-1964 
This coursework must be independently researched

and written by the student. It will need to show an

understanding of the nature of historical study and

how different historians have interpreted the past.

Students draw on both primary and secondary

evidence to write their answer of around 3500

words.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR 

A levels. All examinations will take place at the end

of the course. 

The AS qualification is completely separate.

Where does studying this course
take me?
History is widely accepted as one of the most

reputable and rigorous of all the academic

disciplines. It provides an excellent basis for any

career where clarity of thought, sound judgments

and reasoning are required. The civil service, law,

journalism, television and museums are just a few

careers where history would be an advantage.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
Prior study of history at GCSE level is desirable but

not essential. Given the nature of the course

candidates must have gained at least a grade 5 in

English or English Literature GCSE, or a B grade in

History.

HISTORY
MR D BACON

A LEVEL

AQA

Reformed A LEVEL 

2015
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Why study the subject?
Designed in collaboration with experts spanning the

breadth of the sector, the BTEC/OCR national IT

courses focus on the skills, knowledge and

understanding that today’s universities and

employers demand. The exact course offered will

be confirmed at the induction 

What will I study?
Unit 1: Fundamentals of IT
A sound understanding of IT technologies and

practices is essential for IT professionals.

Information learnt in this unit will create a solid

foundation in the fundamentals of hardware,

networks, software, the ethical use of computers and

how businesses use IT. 

Unit 2: Global Information
The purpose of this unit is to demonstrate the uses

of information in the public domain, globally, in the

cloud and across the Internet, by individuals and

organisations. You will discover that good

management of both data and information is

essential and that it can give any organisation a

competitive edge. 

3 Further Units:
These will be optional units and may be chosen from

areas such as:

Computer Networks

Cyber Security

Mobile Technology

Web Design and Prototyping

Computer Systems Hardware

Computer Systems Software

Application Design

Product Development

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MRS S WALLIS

VOCATIONAL LEVEL 3

TBC

How will I be assessed?
There will be a mixture of both internal and 

external assessments.

At least two externally examined units and a choice

of three further units which are either examined or

centre-assessed and moderated by  the exam

board. 

Where does studying this course
take me?
You will develop professional, personal and social

skills as well as the theoretical knowledge and

understanding to underpin these skills. These

support the transferable skills required by

universities and employers such as communication,

problem solving, time management, research and

analytical skills. 

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
B grade in ICT or computer science GCSE or a B

grade in science and a grade 5 in Maths are required

to take the course .  

IT Reformed Vocational

for 2017
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Why study the subject?
The A level course builds on and extends the
learning of students from GCSE. It develops skills of
logic, application of reason, method and problem
solving. It challenges students at the highest end of
intellectual capacity and as such is highly regarded
in both the workplace and in education.

What will I study?
Either Edexcel Mathematics or Further Mathematics

A Level. The examination will consist of three 2 hour

calculator papers each worth 100 marks. Two

papers cover Pure Mathematics while the other

covers both Statistics and Mechanics.  

Pure Mathematics
You will  extend your  knowledge of algebra and

trigonometry as well as learning some new topics

such as calculus. Students use the techniques

learned to solve familiar problems and new

problems in new ways. Pure mathematics is the

backbone of all other branches of mathematics. 

Mechanics and Statistics
You will  learn how to describe mathematically the

motion of objects and how they respond to forces

acting on them. The technique of mathematical

modelling is used to analyse and predict the

movement of objects in two and three dimensions.

This field of study is an important preparation for the

study of engineering, cybernetics, robotics,

biomechanics and sports science.

In statistics students learn how to sample, analyse

and summarise numerical data as well as present it

effectively and draw conclusions about it.

Techniques of analysing data will be studied and

there will be further work on probability. These skills

are applicable to a wide range of problems and from

market research, business analysis, insurance work

and testing the validity of experimental evidence.

Further Mathematics
With over 70% gaining A* to A in Further Maths last

year, we significantly exceeded the Edexcel National

Average which shows capable students achieve

great results in this double award A level.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MR S ABBOTTS 

A LEVEL

EDEXCEL

How will I be Assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR
A levels. All examinations will take place at the end
of the course. 
The AS qualification is completely separate and can
be sat at the end of year 12 study.

Where does studying this course
take me?
Mathematics equips you to study many university
courses including engineering, physical sciences,
computing, economics, statistics and mathematics.
Graduates will be welcomed into careers in the field
of finance, accountancy, engineering and many
more. 

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
Guaranteed entry requires a minimum grade 7 at
GCSE Maths (grade 8 or 9 for Further Maths.
Students with a high grade 6 wishing to begin the
course will require agreement from their teacher and
will need to attend the pre course lessons and
complete the preparatory work to the required
standard.

MATHEMATICS Reformed A LEVEL

2017
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Why study the subject?
Through studying Media Studies students will view,

evaluate and analyse a variety of media products,

and develop practical skills spanning a range of

media forms. The course also encourages the

development of creative ideas and skills.

The course offered will either be the new A level or a

vocational equivalent.

What will I study?

The content will focus on the core principles of the

media, namely genre, representation, audience,

institutions and narrative. This will be achieved

through case studies and textual analysis.

The content will focus on topics including;

$ the way events, issues and individuals are

represented and portrayed to an audience

$ the processes which lead media producers to

make choices

$ the effect of social and cultural context on

representation

$ how developing technologies affect media

language

$ the codes and conventions of media forms and

products

$ the regulatory framework of contemporary media

in the UK

$ how media organisations maintain, including

through marketing, varieties of audiences

nationally and globally

$ how processes of production, distribution and

circulation are affected by ‘new’ digital

technologies

$ how media producers target, attract, address and

potentially construct audiences.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MR I COLEMAN  

A LEVEL

TBC

How will I be assessed?
A-Level Media Studies is a linear course

Students will undertake two written exams, of

approximately two hours, at the end of year 13. Each

paper will worth 35% of the total marks.

Students will also be required create new media

products from several media areas. This practical

area of the course is worth 30% of the total marks.

Where does studying this course take
me?
Contemporary society is media saturated. Every

sphere of human experience; the personal, the

economic, the cultural, the moral and the aesthetic is

mediated. The media is a growing, increasingly

wide-ranging field. Journalism, public relations,

communications studies, advertising, broadcasting,

TV and film are just some of the many subjects that

it includes.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course? 
Prior study of media at GCSE is desirable but not

essential to success at A level. You should have

achieved at least a grade 5 in English and range of

good passes in other subjects. However, a

prerequisite is that you should have a passion for the

media or aspects of it.

MEDIA STUDIES Reformed A LEVEL

2017
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Why study the subject?
You will probably choose to study music if you are a

competent instrumentalist or singer (min. ABSRM

grade V), have a strong interest in composing your

own music and a desire to learn about music history,

advanced harmony and theory. 

What will I study?

A level Performing
You will perform as a soloist and/or in ensembles in
a style of your choice. Any instrument (s) or voice (s)
are acceptable as part of a 6-10 minute assessed
recital performance.
Recitals are externally assessed via audio-visual
recording. Depending on the performance and
compositional pathway recommended to the
student, the recital is either 25% or 35% of the total
A level.

A level Composing
You will compose 2 compositions, one of which is to
a brief set by the exam board and 1 which is to a
brief set by you. Depending on the compositional
pathway chosen/recommended for the student,
some students will also complete  3 short technical
studies. Compositions are externally assessed via
audio recordings. Depending on the performance
and compositional pathway recommended to the
student, the recital is either 25% or 35% of the total
A level.

A level Listening and appraising
This is a 2 hour and 30 minutes written exam paper
which includes aural extracts. This exam is 40% of
the A level. In preparation for this exam you will be
Listening, investigating a variety of musical styles,
and understanding chords and lines. You will have
studied a selection of instrumental and vocal works,
increasing aural skills and use of musical elements
through listening and studying scores. 

AS Level Performing
You will perform as a soloist and/or in ensembles in
a style of your choice. Any instrument (s) or voice (s)
are acceptable as part of a 6-8 minutes recital. This
is 30% of AS level.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MRS S WAXMAN

A LEVEL

OCR

Composing
You will compose 2 compositions, one to a brief set
by the exam board and one to a brief written by you.
This is 30% of AS Level.

Listening and appraising
This is a 2 hour written exam including aural
extracts. This is 40% of AS Level. The preparation
for this exam is the same as the A level exam.

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR
A levels . All examinations will take place at the end
of the course. 
The AS qualification is completely separate and
most students will sit this at the end of year 12 study.
Both exams contain an externally assessed
coursework component which is 60% of the total
mark. 

Where does studying this course take
me?
The course provides a sound basis for students
wishing to proceed to higher education courses in
music or performing arts. It can lead to careers in
teaching, performing and composition, as well as
related areas in publishing and media.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
To be successful in this course, you need:

$ A C or above at GCSE Music is desirable and

helpful to you but not essential. Music theory

standard grade 5 and grade 5 performance

standard on an instrument;

$ A secure instrumental facility;

$ To have a TRUE passion to study Music.

MUSIC Reformed A LEVEL 

2016
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Why study the subject?
You will choose to study music technology if you are

interested in learning how to create, record, and

produce music both at a computer workstation and

music studio. 

What will I study?

Component 1: Recording
You will manage musicians and studio time to record

one of ten selected songs utilising production tools

and techniques to capture, edit, process and mix the

recording.

Component 2:
Technology-based composition
You will develop your ability to synthesise and

sample sound, creating and manipulating audio to

produce a technology based composition to one of

three briefs.

Component 3: Listening and Analysing
You will acquire knowledge of the principles of sound

and audio technology including its developmental

correlation to musical genres.

Through analytical listening you will be able to

identify  production equipment, techniques and

effects used in a given piece of music.

Component 4: Producing and Analysing
You will develop the ability to correct and combine

audio and MIDI to successfully remedy errors

creating a final complete mix.

The ability to analyse how specific mixing scenarios

including signal paths, effects and hardware units

treat and manipulate sound. 

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MRS S WAXMAN

A LEVEL 

EDEXCEL

How will I be assessed?
Components 1 and 2 are coursework based and
weighted at 20% each.  Students are to submit a
final mix of their work.
Component 3 and 4 are exam based at 25% and
35% respectively.

Where does studying this course take me?
Music technology courses can lead to further study

in music technology or performing arts at music

school or university. A career in the music industry

such as a sound recordist, engineer, sound

designer, or studio producer. It can also lead to

careers in teaching, performing and composing, as

well as related areas in publishing and media.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
Great organisation skills are integral to this course -
booking musicians, studios and equipment to ensure
your coursework is completed.  

Being competent on an instrument for recording
purposes with a C or above at GCSE Music is
desirable, but not essential.

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY Reformed A LEVEL 

2016



Why study the subject?
‘You enjoy Drama and or Music and  are interested

in a career  in the performing arts industry. 

You wish to study a more hands on practical course

that will prepare you for the industry. 

What will I study?
The Performing Arts BTEC has one vocational

pathway which must be followed and achieved.  You

will have to complete 4 mandatory units and these

are as follows: 

Unit 1— Preparing to work in the performing arts

sector.

Unit 2— Proposal for a commissioning brief.

Unit 3— Influential performance practice. 

Unit 4— Combined arts.  

You will then have to choose 1 other compulsory unit

from a choice of 5, which are as follows;

Unit 5— Current issues in performing arts.

Unit 6— Improvisation.

Unit 7— Health and fitness for performance.

Unit 8— Performing repertoire .

This course of study is perfect for anyone who is

keen to work from a practical perspective and

improve and enhance their performance skills, as an

actor or a musician.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MRS S MILLER / MRS S WAXMAN

VOCATIONAL LEVEL 3

OCR OR EDEXCEL

How will I be assessed?
You will be assessed through the completion of

specific units from both a practical and written

perspective from on-going controlled assessments (

no exam ).

There will be an external moderator who will visit the

school in order to decide on the marks to be

awarded with the subject teacher.

Where does studying this course take

me?
You should be thinking about pursuing a career in

the following industries;

Theatre

Film

Music

Media

Arts 

Events management 

What do I really need to cope

successfully with this course?
You need to be organised, hard working, prepared to

work successfully as part of a group, and enjoy

developing your knowledge of theatre and

performance. You will also need to commit to

attending after school performances and rehearsals

for practical examinations. C grade in Drama or

Music GCSE.

34

PERFORMING ARTS Cambridge National Level 3

Extended Certificate 
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Why study the subject?

This subject allows students the opportunity to gain
a comprehensive understanding of the impact of
physical education. It is also encourages the
development of skills and behaviour such as
teamwork, leadership, performance analysis,
resilience, evaluation, analysis and synthesising
concepts. 

What will I study? 

Depending on student demand, GCSE results and

physical abilities of each cohort, a decision will be

made regarding the course or courses being offered

for post-16 study. 

This may include either or both of:

AS/A2 Physical Education will require you to

study the following components;

Physiological factors

Applied anatomy, exercise physiology and

Biomechanics.

Psychological factors

Skill acquisition and Sports Psychology.

Socio-cultural factors

Sport and society and Contemporary issues in

physical activity and sport.

Performance in Physical Education

Performance or Coaching and Evaluation and

analysis of Performance for improvement.

BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in

Sport will require you to study the following;

Mandatory units; Anatomy and Physiology, fitness

training and programming for health, sport and well-

being and Professional Development in the Sports

Industry.

Optional units; Sports Leadership, Application of

Fitness Testing, Sports Psychology and Practical

Sports Performance.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

MISS B PIDGEN

A LEVEL

OCR & EDEXCEL

A level - How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR

A levels. All examinations will take place at the end

of the course. 

The AS qualification is completely separate.

BTEC - How will I be assessed?
This is one of the new BTEC courses. A 90 minute

exam and a case study for fitness and programming

are externally assessed. The other assessments are

internal.

Where does studying this course take
me?
Students have pursued further education and

careers in sport and exercise science, sports

coaching, sports development, national governing

bodies, sports physiotherapist, performance analyst,

sports journalism and broadcasting, fitness industry,

school sports co-ordinator, PE teacher, nutritionist,

health promotion, engineering and marketing.  

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
A level Physical Education will require a GCSE C

grade or above in physical education with a 60%

pass grade (B) in the theory paper. Students should

be performing their practical activities regularly at

club level to ensure a consistency of skills and

knowledge of the activity. 

BTEC Level 3 will require a GCSE C grade or above

in physical education.

PE REFORMED A LEVEL &

VOCATIONAL 2017
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Why study the subject?
Physics is a subject for students that enjoy problem
solving and have good mathematical skills, and links
very well to other subjects such as maths, chemistry,
biology and geography. The course  tries to explain
how things function, from the smallest quark to the
infinitesimal universe! 

What will I study?

Unit 1: Advanced Physics I
Working as a Physicist: investigative skills.
Mechanics: rectilinear motion, forces, moments,
Newton’s laws, momentum, dynamics, mechanical
energy and efficiency.
Electric circuits: electric current and potential
difference, resistivity and electrical power.
Further mechanics: impulse, circular motion and
momentum in two dimensions.
Electric and Magnetic Fields: capacitance,
electromagnetic induction and electromotive force.
Nuclear and Particle Physics: particle
accelerators, detectors, particle interactions and the
Standard Model.

Unit 2: Advanced Physics II
Working as a Physicist: investigative skills.
Materials: viscosity, Hooke’s law and Young
modulus.
Waves and Particle Nature of Light:
superposition, refractive index, focal length and
magnification of a lens, plane polarisation,
photoelectric effect and wave-particle duality.
Thermodynamics: internal energy, gas laws and
specific latent heat.
Space: life cycle of stars and Hubble constant.
Nuclear Radiation: E=mc2 and radioactive decay.
Gravitational Fields: point mass and radial
gravitational fields.
Oscillation: simple harmonic motion, resonance
and damping.

Unit 3: General and Practical Principles
in Physics
This is a third paper that may draw on any of the
above topics with  synoptic questions and
assessment of candidates’ conceptual and
theoretical understanding of experimental methods.

MS B POOLE 

A LEVEL

EDEXCEL

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR 
A levels. All examinations will take place at the end
of the course. 
The AS qualification is completely separate.

A separate Practical Endorsement will be awarded
to A level candidates who can demonstrate
competency in the laboratory.

Where does studying this course take me?
‘A’ level physics lends itself to multiple career
choices including mechanical engineering,
aeronautical engineering, acoustic engineering, TV
& radio jobs, pilots, medical physicist, geophysics,
technical sales and marketing plus many, many
more. 

Physics is a recognised subject for any career
requiring a degree of problem solving and analytical
thinking. 

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
Physics is a demanding academic course, students
will need a B in GCSE Physics or an A in the Physics
element of Additional Science. In addition it is
essential to have a grade 5 in GCSE Maths.

PHYSICS
Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

Reformed A LEVEL 

2015
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Reformed A LEVEL 

2017

Why study the subject?
Government and politics links well with other
humanities subjects and students with an interest in
the way in which the British and American political
systems function will find this an enlightening course
to pursue. This course helps you to make sense of
current headlines and topical affairs. 

What will I study?

Unit 1 - UK Politics
1. Political Participation, students will study:

democracy and participation, political parties,
electoral systems, voting behaviour and the
media.

2. Core Political Ideas, students will study:
conservatism, liberalism, socialism (A-level
only).

Unit 2 - UK Government
1. UK Government, students will study: the

constitution, parliament, Prime Minister and
executive, relationships between the branches.

2. Optional Political Ideas, students will study: one
idea from the following: anarchism, ecologism,
feminism, multiculturalism, nationalism (A-level
only).

Unit 3 – Comparative Politics
Students will study US politics: the US Constitution
and federalism, US congress, US presidency, US
Supreme Court, democracy and participation, civil
rights (A-level only).

MR D BACON 

A LEVEL

EDEXCEL

How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR 
A levels. All examinations will take place at the end
of the course. 

The AS qualification is completely separate.

There will be three exams at the end of the course

– they are 2 hours long and are each worth a third

of the overall A-level. At AS level, a student will

take two exams of 1 hour 30 minutes (again these

are equally weighted)

Where does studying this course take me?
Government & politics is widely accepted as one of
the most reputable of all the academic disciplines.
The subject provides an excellent basis for any
career where clarity of thought, sound judgment and
reasoning are required. The civil service, journalism,
television, museums and even politics are just a few
careers where politics would be an advantage.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
Prior study at  GCSE level is not essential. Given the
nature of the course candidates must have gained at
least a 5 grade in English or English Literature
GCSE.

Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

POLITICS



38

Why study the subject?
This course builds on the creative and design skills
that students seeking careers in this industry will
have developed at GCSE.

What will I study?
Component 1: Design and Technology in the
21st Century 
The examination includes a mix of short answer,
structured and extended writing questions assessing
learners' knowledge and understanding of: technical
principles, designing and making principles and the
ability to analyse and evaluate design decisions in
design and technology.

Component 2: A sustained design and make
task, assessing candidates' ability to: identify,
investigate and outline design possibilities, design
and make prototypes, analyse and evaluate design
decisions and wider issues in design and
technology. The design and make task will be based
within the same endorsed area as the written
examination. 

How will I be assessed?
Examination /portfolio coursework submission will
take place at the end of year 12 to complete the AS
course.
Written examination: 2½ hours. 50% of qualification.
Design and make task Non-exam assessment: 40
hours 50% of qualification 

MR M GOODING 

A LEVEL

WJEC

Where does studying this course take me?
Further Education - Foundation course in Art &
Design, GNVQ Graphic Design, Computer Aided
Design and Product Design courses.
Higher Education - Degrees in Product Design,
Engineering, Graphic design. (You may need an Art
& Design Foundation Course to study some of
these). 

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
Whilst the study of GCSE Product Design is a
helpful introduction, the completion of any of the
GCSE subjects in Design & Technology, grade C or
above, can form a sound base from which to
commence this course. Students with an Art
background are also welcome to apply.

PRODUCT DESIGN
Head of Department:

Levels Offered:

Examination Board:

Reformed A LEVEL 

2017

Examples of a fully rendered CAD model

Examples of  models made by students
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Why study the subject?
Psychology gives students the opportunity to

investigate the intricate workings of the human mind

and behaviour.  You will have direct experience of

what psychologists do when investigating human

behaviour by  participating in experimental work and

research. You will also be able to apply

psychological knowledge to understand your own

behaviour.

What will I study?

First year Unit 1: 
Cognitive, Social Influence and
Attachments
This unit covers causes of obedience and

conformity. It also covers topics such as memory

and forgetting. Students carry out practical tasks

related to topics studied, including an analysis of

results. 

First year Unit 2: 
Psychopathology, Research Methods
and Approaches
This unit covers mental disorders, including the

influence of the brain on our behaviour. The unit also

includes theories of personality development and

statistical analysis of studies.
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Second year units 
Applications of Psychology 
This unit covers forensic psychology and

relationships, as well as an additional topic of study.  

Psychological Skills
There is also a psychological skills paper. This

requires students to apply knowledge from both year

12 and year 13. 

There will be three examinations at A Level. 

How will I be assessed?
This  course is one of the new LINEAR 
A levels. All examinations will take place at the end
of the course.
The AS qualification is completely separate.

Where does studying this course
take me?
Psychology as a subject is relevant to all careers,
but is specifically useful for careers such as
business management, personnel clinical
psychology, criminal psychology, neuroscience
biology and social studies. 

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
You will need  grades 5 and 6 in   English language
and/or literature. Grade 5 in Mathematics and C
grade in  Additional  Science.  

PSYCHOLOGY
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Why study the subject?
Sixth Form Studies comprises many areas of
learning undertaken by students outside their
chosen A level and vocational  courses of study.  The
subject contributes to the curriculum enrichment
programme offered in the sixth form, equipping
students with skills and experiences that will
enhance their studies as well as prepare them for
their learning and career pathways after leaving
school. 

What will I study?
Weekly Speaker programme
The diverse range of speakers offered introduces
students to differing views on a range of topics
relevant to their adult lives. Politicians, scientists,
faith leaders, sportsmen and charity workers are just
some of the contributors we have welcomed recently
to deliver presentations to our Common Room
audience.

PSHE
Personal, Social and Health Education, highly
valued in the sixth form, is also delivered through the
Sixth Form Studies programme. Health awareness,
mental wellbeing and age-appropriate road safety
education are just some of the topics regularly
addressed.

Lifelong Skills and Experiences
Universities and employers welcome the breadth of
learning and increased understanding resulting from
the lectures and activities of the programme.
Examples are often drawn upon by students in their
personal statements and job applications to illustrate
such learning beyond the confines of their individual
chosen curriculum. 
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Where does studying this course
take me?
Student Opportunity
Students are also encouraged to initiate
contributions to the Sixth Form Studies programme
themselves, benefitting both the development of
their leadership skills and the education of their
peers. Recent examples have included student
organisation of a Question Time with local
candidates at election time, student-led teaching
about disability awareness and a group Lessons
from Auschwitz presentation.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
Asking questions, debating and listening to the
views of others are all important life skills promoted
during sessions. Keeping up to date with what is
happening in society and following current affairs will
also equip students with the ability to engage
meaningfully with key issues, relevant to students
both at school and in their futures.

SIXTH FORM STUDIES Core Curriculum

Past speakers
have included
Tony Benn MP and
Leslie Kleinmann,
Holocaust survivor
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Why study the subject?
Sociology is the scientific study of society through

which students learn more about the world around

them, trying to make sense of many of the major

issues modern society faces. It examines social

relationships that people share with each other, as

well as factors that underpin these, such as social

class, ethnicity, gender and age. 

If you enjoy lively debate, asking questions and

discussing current social issues, this may be the

subject for you.

What will I study ?

Unit 1: Education 
What is the purpose of education in our society?

Do we all have equal educational opportunities?

How does class, race or gender make a difference?

This paper also examines sociological research

methods.

Unit 2: Families and Households and
Beliefs in Society.
A look at the rapidly changing nature of the family in

modern society. How do beliefs impact on society in

the modern world – for example, what are the

causes of religious fundamentalism?

Unit 3: Crime and Deviance
Crime is a major concern in today’s society. Who are

the criminals?  Why do they do it?  Does ‘society’

cause crime? This paper also examines

understanding of sociological theory and methods.
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How will I be assessed?
This course is one of the new LINEAR 

A levels. All examinations will take place at the end

of the course.

The AS qualification is completely separate.

Where does studying this course
take me?
Students have progressed to study sociology at

university. The high level skills sociology develops

are valued by many employers, and recent leavers

have found sociology of specific relevance in

numerous career fields. These include journalism,

law, advertising, market research, the police,

management, administration, social work, the health

professions, teaching, central and local government

work and business of all kinds.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?
A genuine interest in studying people in a social

context is needed. Students will need a good

command of English to grade 5 GCSE in language

or literature and be willing to work hard. There is

definitely NO need for you to have studied sociology

before.

SOCIOLOGY

Student visit to an East London Mosque 
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Why study the subject?
Textiles technology is an extremely broad subject

which allows you to develop a variety of key skills.

There is a strong focus on designing, making and

the application of textiles theory. 

What will I study?

AS 
1. Core technical principles

2. Core designing and making principles

3. Additional specialist knowledge

A2
1. Core technical principles

2. Core designing and making principles

3. Additional specialist knowledge.

Both courses will allow  Students  to investigate

historical, social, cultural, environmental and

economic influences on design and technology,

whilst enjoying opportunities to put their learning in

to practice by producing products of their choice.

The course also includes elements of math and

science to reflect industry practice.  For example,

students will learn equations to calculate how much

material is required for a particular design. 

This new A-level will enable students to learn about

some of the most influential and iconic designers

and movements to demonstrate the history of the

industry and its importance within our society. 
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How will I be assessed?
This  course is one of the new LINEAR A levels.  All
examinations will take place at the end of the
course.
50% practical coursework
50% external exams
The AS qualification is completely separate.

Where does studying this course
take me?
This course has been created to develop the
capacity to design and to appreciate the complex
relations between design, materials, manufacture
and marketing. The study of textiles can be
successfully combined with business, art, or fashion.
It can lead to a career in fashion or fabric design,
interior design, fashion buying and merchandising,
or garment technology.

What do I really need to cope
successfully with this course?

A C grade in Art or Textiles or a relevant design

subject is essential.

You should be a creative individual who is self-

motivated, with a good imagination and who enjoys

experimenting with materials and new techniques.  
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