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Future career choices: 

If you already have a clear idea of what you wish to 
pursue in the future it is important that you choose 
subjects and qualifications that will allow you to 
progress in this area. For example:  
Medicine or Veterinary—You must choose Biology 
and Chemistry A level  (pharmacy will also require 
Chemistry and either Biology, Maths or Physics) 
 
Engineering  - You will need Maths Mechanics  and 
Physics A level or the Engineering BTEC course. 
 
Physiotherapy  - You will need Biology A level 
 
Law  - History and or English A level are 
recommended. 
 
Business/Business Management, Finance or 
Economics  - Many universities offering these courses 
will not want you to have studied both Business and 
Economics to A level. 
 

Future university application  
All level three study in the Billericay sixth form will 
allow a student to progress to further study. 
 
Some universities, including the Russell group of top 
universities have stated that they prefer applicants to 
have at least two of the following A level subjects in 
their choices: 
These  ‘facilitating ‘A level subjects are: 
 

If your GCSE predicted grades are mainly 6 or above, 
you should talk to your senior staff member about 
your choice of subjects if you do not have two of these 
facilitating subjects in your choices. 

Why study for the EPQ? 
The extended project is an opportunity for students 
to research and complete a project of their own 
choice. This not only presents a worthwhile academic 
challenge to the student, but also the opportunity to 
demonstrate the ability to structure, organise and 
progress his/her own learning beyond the confines of 
‘A’ level study. 

What will  I study? 
Students may wish to take the qualification as an 
extension from their ‘A’ level subjects or explore an 
area of personal interest or activity outside their main 
programme of study.  
Recent choices have included comedy sketch writing, 
ophthalmology, Japanese Anime characters, the 
Falklands War and the uses of prime numbers. 

How will my study be organised? 
Research is undertaken over the summer of year 12  
with the project completed and presented in  13. Each 
student has a supervisor who will provide guidance 
and support. 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 
The EPQ  will  feature on a students UCAS personal 
statement or employment application, demonstrating 
an active interest in a particular field. The project 
carries the same UCAS points value as an ‘AS’ level 

qualification. What do I ideally need to cope 
successfully with the course? 
Students need to have demonstrated effective study 
skills, self-motivation and the ability to work 
independently. 

Extending your 
opportunities—The  

Extended Project  
Qualification (EPQ) 

Mathematics English Literature 

Physics Biology 

Chemistry Geography 

History French 

German  

Making the right subject 
choices for your future 



Art, Craft & 
Design 

A level  

Examination Board Edexcel 

Head of Department Miss J Gosling 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Art foundation course prior to degree course at 
university; direct entry to higher education; 
employment in a wide range of art and design related 
industries.  

Why study the subject? 
Diversity! Art and Design encourages imagination, 
sensitivity, conceptual thinking, analytical abilities and 
practical skills.  All recognised qualities in creative and 
other industries. 

What will I study? 
The course combines contextual studies with the 
development of individual ideas, skills and techniques 
and there are workshops, gallery visits, life-drawing and 
a visual research field trip.  

 
Component 1: Personal Investigation  
This component consists of three linked elements, your 
own practical work, supporting studies and a personal 
study on other artists’ work. You decide the focus and 
format of both. 

Component 2: Externally set assignment  
You will be given a question paper prior to the 

examination towards the end of the course. You will be 
assessed on your preparation work and your timed test 
piece. 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 

Students should have achieved a GCSE grade 5 or 
above in Art, and have understanding of the visual 
elements of art and  some understanding of the place 
of art, craft and design in the world – its history and 
purpose.  Above all, students should have an interest 
in creating and appreciating art and the 
determination to develop that interest. You are 
expected to complete a minimum of five hours 
personal study per week. 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course.  
Progression to the second year of study will be depend-
ent upon monitoring and results in the first year of 
study.  



Biology A level  

Examination Board OCR 

Head of Department Miss L Pollard  

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Studying biology will allow you to opt for the more 
traditional science courses such as medicine, 
veterinary science and physiotherapy. It is a launch 
pad for emerging careers such as stem cell research, 
molecular biology and genetics.  Any course that 
requires logical and analytical thinking and good 
communication skills will benefit from studying 
Biology. 

Why study the subject? 
Biology is a popular subject choice which links well 
with other Sciences, Geography, Psychology and PE.  
Students will be required to take part in a field course 
to enhance their field study skills during the last week 
of year 12. 

What will I study? 
Module 1: Development of practical skills 
This module underpins the whole specification, covering 
planning, implementing, analysis and evaluation skills. 

Module 2: Foundations in Biology 
Cell structure, biological molecules, nucleotides, nucleic 
acids, enzymes, membranes, cell division, cell diversity 
and cellular organisation. 
 

Module 3: Exchange and transport 
Exchange surfaces, transport in animals, transport in 
plants 
 

Module 4: Biodiversity, evolution and 
disease. 
Communicable disease, disease prevention and the 
immune system, biodiversity, classification and 
evolution. 
 

Module 5:   
Communications, homeostasis and energy 
Communication, homeostasis, excretion, nerves, 
hormones, plant and animal responses, photosynthesis 
and respiration.  
 

Module 6: Genetics, evolution and 
ecosystems 
Cellular control, patterns of inheritance, manipulating 
genomes, cloning and biotechnology, ecosystems, 
populations and sustainability. 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 

 
Grade 6 in GCSE 
Biology or a 6.5 
average  in GCSE 
Combined Science. 
Students need to 
be  mathematically 
competent and 
confident in using 
laboratory 
equipment.  

The Biology Field Study—it really is great fun! 

How will I be assessed? 

All external examinations will take place at the end of 
the two year course. Progression to the second year of 
study will be dependent upon monitoring and results in 
the first year of study. A separate Practical Endorsement 
will be awarded to A level candidates who can 
demonstrate competency in the laboratory. 



Business 
Studies 

A level  

Examination board AQA 

Head of Department Mr P Fifield 

Why study the subject? 
The course allows you to investigate different types of 
organisations in various business sectors and 
environments.  It enables you to identify business 
problems, plan appropriate investigations into such 
problems, and finally, make justifiable decisions using 
both qualitative and quantitative methods, taking into 
account opportunity cost.   

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Students with ‘A’ level Business Studies have access to 
a wide range of possible career and higher education 
opportunities.  You could  start a career in business 
armed with an excellent knowledge of how businesses 
operate.  Careers such as accounting, administration, 
customer service, finance, IT, personnel, law or sales 
are all possible progression routes.  You may also 
progress on to university to study at degree level. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

A GCSE grade 6 in Business Studies, or a grade 4 & 5 in 
English and  Maths. 
 

What will I study? 
First year unit: Business 1 
This unit considers what a business is, how managers 
lead and make decisions, and types of decision making 
undertaken to improve marketing performance, 
operational performance, financial performance and the 
performance of staff.  
 

First year unit : Business 2 
This unit likewise covers the subject from the context of 
Business Unit 1, but students examine the issues 
through case study material. 

 
Second year unit : Business 1 
Similar to Unit 1 from the first year,  this unit looks at 
what a business is, how managers lead and make 
decisions, and types of decision making undertaken to 
improve marketing performance, operational 
performance, financial performance and the 
performance of staff.  However, for the full A level, 
students are also required to analyse the strategic 
position of a business, how it chooses its strategic 
direction and how it manages strategic change.  
 

Second year unit: Business 2 
This unit likewise covers business from the context of 
Business Unit 1, but students examine the issues 
through a series of compulsory data response questions. 
 
Second year unit:  Business 3 
This unit is synoptic in nature and is based around a 
compulsory case study. 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course.  
Progression to the second year of study will be depend-
ent upon monitoring and results in the first year of 
study.  



Business 
Level 3 

Vocational 

Examination Board OCR 

Head of Department Mr P Fifield 

Where does studying this course take me? 
 
This qualification is suitable for students who want to:  
 -gain a Level 3 qualification to support further study 

in Further Education (FE) or Higher Education (HE) in 
business-related programmes  

 -gain a Level 3 qualification to support further study 
in FE or HE in any other sector or subject area  

 -progress into business-related  apprenticeships 
 
Careers such as accounting, administration, customer 
service, finance, IT, personnel, law or sales are all 
possible progression routes.  You may also progress on 
to university to study at degree level. 

Why study the subject? 
The course allows you to gain knowledge in the 
business environment. Students will learn about 
working in business, making business decisions, 
customers and communication, change management, 
principles of project management and marketing.  
Students will also deliver  a business project unit 
which will draw  on the skills , knowledge and 
understanding they’ve acquired through the other 
units .This enhances the applied nature of the 
qualification. 

What will I study? 
 
The Extended Certificate will consist of 5 units and the 
Diploma will consist of  10 units.  Assessments of the 
units consists of a series of assignments  and exams.  
The most likely units to be studied are as follows: 
1. The Business environment 
2. Working in business 
3. Business decisions 
4. Customers and communication 
5. Marketing and market research 
6. Marketing strategy 
7. Marketing campaign 
15.    Change management 
16.    Principles of project management 
22.    Delivering a business project.  

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course?  

 
The general entry requirement to Sixth Form 
Vocational Courses apply.  
 
Grade 4 in English and Maths required.  
 
Applicants may include one vocational level 2 course 
in their  average point score calculation.  

How will I be assessed? 
This is one of the new vocational courses. There will be 
a combination of internally assessed work and external 
examination units. 
The Extended Certificate is the equivalent of one A level  
and the Diploma is the equivalent of two A levels. 



Chemistry A level  

Examination Board OCR (Salters B) 

Head of Department Miss H. Williams 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Chemistry can lead into a wide variety of careers 
which can include the obvious and sometimes the not 
so obvious. They include doctors, dentists, vets, 
nurses, medical sales people, laboratory chemist, 
geologist, forensics, site technician, bio-chemist, 
research and education.  Anyone wishing to study 
medicine must have an ‘A’ Level in Chemistry.  

Why study the subject? 
Chemistry seeks to explain what everything, both 
living and non-living, is made up of. The Salters course 
links chemical ideas to everyday themes such as 
medicines, the oceans, the atmosphere and polymers. 
It has strong industrial relevance and suits logical, 
analytical thinkers. 

What will I study? 
There are ten units for A level chemistry, and the first 
five units of year one A level are the same as the  
stand alone  AS level. 
Year one A level/AS level: 
Elements of life : Studying elements in the universe 
and how elements have developed in the periodic 
table.  
Developing fuels : Looks at all aspects of fuel from 
the development of better fuels to pollution.  
Elements from the sea: Study how chlorine and 
bromine are extracted from the sea and their 
properties and uses.  
The ozone story: Deals with important chemical 
processes occurring in the ozone layer. 
What’s in a medicine?: Such as aspirin and the 
analysis of synthesised medicines. 
Year 2 A level  
The chemical industry: Deals with how rate and 
equilibrium affect industrial processes. 
Polymers and life: Deals with both manufactured 
and natural polymers including DNA and proteins. 
Oceans: Looks at the chemical processes in our 
oceans including solubility, entropy and pH. 
Developing metals: Studies steels, electrochemistry 
and the chemistry behind rusting. 
Colour by design: The manufacture of organic 
molecules has been central to developing colourful 
dyes. This unit draws together all the organic 
chemistry from the course. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

 
Students achieving less than a strong grade 6 at GCSE 
Chemistry  or grade 6.5 average  in Combined Science 
will find it challenging 
to cope with the 
demands of  ‘A’ level. 
You need at least a 
grade 6 In Maths to 
cope with the 
mathematical content 
of the course. You 
need to be  
committed to study 
the subject and to 
complete all the work 
set . 

How will I be assessed? 

All external examinations will take place at the end of 
the two year course. Progression to the second year 
of study will be dependent upon monitoring and 
results in the first year of study.  
A separate Practical Endorsement will be awarded to 
A level candidates who can demonstrate competency 
in the laboratory. 



Chinese 
Cambridge  

Pre  U 

Examination Board CIE  

Head of Department Mrs C Jarrold  

Where does studying this course take me? 
Many of the students who take a level 3 qualification 
in Chinese go on to study related subjects at 
university, either on its own or in combination with 
other subjects like Business Studies, Maths, Politics, 
Law or Literature. A variety of rewarding careers such 
as International Law, Tourism, Banking, Fashion buyer 
may follow. Whatever the field they choose to work 
in, students of language  open up the possibility of 
travelling and even working abroad.  

Why study the subject? 
If you are interested in a career in which you may 
need to use a language, then a qualification at level 3 
will be essential for further study.  
The Pre U principal subject qualification is the 
equivalent to an A level. It carries the same UCAS 
tariff points and is well regarded and accepted by all  
universities. 

What will I study? 
 

Paper  1: Speaking 
You will build up a wide range of vocabulary to enable 
you to express yourself proficiently on your chosen 
topic and converse confidently on the other themes we 
will have studied. 
 

Paper  2: Listening, reading and translation  
You will develop your understanding of written and 
spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources 
covering topics from everyday life and society in 
modern China. You will also study Chinese ‘Chengyu’ 
and complete a short translation. You will be allowed to 
use a dictionary in this examination. 

 
Paper 3: Writing and usage 
You will develop your written ability and refine your 
grammatical expertise in Chinese , writing a short letter 
and an essay on one of six prepared topics of up to 225 
characters. You will be allowed to use a dictionary in 
this examination. 
 

Paper 4: Chinese culture 

You will study one social or historical theme and one 
work of literature or film in English and you will be 
required to write an essay, in English, on each of these 
topics. (You may also use one of these topics as your 
speaking  exam chosen topic)  

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 
To be successful in this course, you need to work 
consistently hard.  
Ideally students need a grade 6 in GCSE Chinese .   

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course.  
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first 
year of study.  



Computer 
Science 

A level  

Examination Board AQA 

Head of Department Mrs S Wallis 

Why study the subject? 
This specification has been designed for students who 
wish to go on to higher education courses or 
employment where knowledge of Computing would 
be beneficial. This course, with its emphasis on 
abstract thinking, general problem-solving, 
algorithmic and mathematical reasoning, scientific 
and engineering-based thinking, is a good foundation 
for understanding these future challenges. 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Students who study computing may go on to a career 
in medicine, law, business, politics or any type of 
science. The course is not about learning to use tools 
or just training in a programming language. Instead 
the emphasis is on computational thinking. 
Computational thinking is a kind of reasoning used by 
both humans and machines. 

What will I study? 
Unit 1: Practical knowledge 30% 
Unit 1 is a practical, on-screen, examination 
which allows candidates to demonstrate their 
knowledge of the fundamental principles of the 
subject, focusing on programming through a 
problem-solving scenario using pre-release 
material. 
Unit 2: Theory of computing 20% 
Unit 2 focuses on the hardware and software 
aspects of Computing and the social and 
economic consequences of Computing. 
Unit 3: Computational thinking 30% 
The A2 specification builds on the content of AS, 
with Unit 3 focusing on computational thinking, 
what can be computed, programming and 
problem-solving including communication and 
networking. 
Unit 4:  Own choice project 20% 
The second unit, Unit 4, is an internally assessed 
unit, with candidates required to complete a 
report on a computer-based programmed solution 

to a problem solving exercise of their choice. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

 
GCSE Grade 6 in Maths or Computer Science. 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course.  
 
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first 
year of study.  



Where does studying this course take 
me? 

‘A’ level drama and theatre studies can lead to a 
variety of university degrees, either in performing or 
on a more academic level, e.g. theatre studies.  Other 
students have progressed straight into a performance 
career, or go on to take other qualifications and 
courses in performance, or technical courses in 
lighting and sound. 

Drama & 
Theatre  

A level  

Examination Board AQA 

Head of Department Mrs J Miller   

What will I study? 
You will study the important practitioners that shaped 
theatre throughout history, a series of plays, live 
theatre, and you will develop performance skills at a 
much more advanced level.  
 

Component 1: Drama and Theatre 
(written paper) 
You will study two set plays and you will be asked to 
analyse and evaluate the work of live theatre makers. 
You will be expected to attend the theatre throughout 
this course of study. 

Component 2: Creating original drama 
(practical) 
You will be asked to engage in the process of creating 
a devised piece of theatre. You will also prepare a 
working notebook that details your process. Your 
devised piece must be influenced by the work of one 
prescribed practitioner. 

Component 3: Making theatre (practical) 
You will be asked to engage in the practical  
exploration and interpretation of three extracts each 
taken from a different play. The methodology of a 
prescribed practitioner must be applied to Extract 3. 
You must also provide a working notebook that 
details your rehearsal process. 

Why study the subject? 
‘The course is an in depth study of the history and 
development of the theatre, and develops 
performance, design and directing skills. 

How will I be assessed? 
The A level is assessed from both a practical (60% of 
overall mark) and a written perspective.(40%.of overall 
mark)  The  3 hour written exam will take place at the 
end of the two year course. 
You will perform in front of an invited audience  for  
components 2 and 3 and assessed by your teachers and 
an AQA external examiner. 
Progression to the second year of study will be depend-
ent upon monitoring and results in the first year of 
study. 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 

You need to be organised, hard working, 
prepared to work successfully as part of a group, 
and enjoy developing your knowledge of theatre 
and performance. You will also need to commit to 
attending after school performances and 
rehearsals for practical examinations. You will 
need a grade 5 as a minimum but should ideally 
have a grade 6 in Drama or another relevant 
communication based subject such as English.  



Economics A level  

Examination Board AQA 

Head of Department Mr P Fifield  

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Economics gives  access to a wide range of possible 
career and higher education opportunities. You could  
start a career in business/banking armed with an 
excellent knowledge of how businesses operate.   

Why study the subject? 
You will  investigate how markets work and why 
sometimes they fail.  You will examine how the 
economy is managed, looking at the key measures of 
economic performance and the main objectives and 
instruments of government policy.  You will examine 
how the pricing and nature of competition between 
firms is affected by the number and size of market 
participants.  Finally, you will consider how the UK 
performs within the context of the world economy. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

A grade 6 in at least two relevant GCSE subjects such as 
Business, History, Geography, Science. Grade 5 in 
English and Maths. 

What will I study? 
Unit 1 ( AS/A level) Operation of markets 
and market failure 
An introduction to the nature of economics, which 
examines the reasons why individuals, organisations 
and societies have to make choices.  It looks at 
competitive markets and how they work, market failure 
and the ways in which governments may intervene in 
markets, in order to correct failure. 

Unit 2 (AS/A level) The national  economy 
in a global context 
Introduces the key measures of economic performance 
and the main objectives and instruments of economic 
policy. You will be able to use a basic aggregate 
demand/aggregate supply model to understand why 
demand and/or supply side policies may be seen as 
appropriate ways of managing an economy; predict the 
possible impact of such policies and recognise the 
assumptions involved. 

Unit 3 (A level) Economic principles and 
issues 
This unit builds upon units 1 and 2 and assesses 
students’ understanding synoptically. 

 
 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course.  
 
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first 
year of study.  



ENGINEERING 
Level 3 

Vocational 

Examination Board OCR 

Course Leader Mr Gooding 

Why study the subject? 
These awards are vocational qualifications that will offer 
you the opportunity to gain a sound understanding of 
engineering in order to progress into higher education 
(Level 3 higher or undergraduate degrees) or seek 
employment in a variety of engineering sectors. 
Vocational Level 3 courses are valued by employers, 
colleges and universities. The Technical Extended 
Certificate is equivalent to 1 A Level and the Technical 
Diploma equivalent to 2 A Levels. 

What will I study? 

For this  award, Units 1 to 4 are mandatory and are 
externally tested.  

Unit 1: Maths for Engineering 
Develops your mathematical and physical scientific 
knowledge and understanding to enable you to solve 
problems set in an engineering context.  

Unit 2: Science for Engineering. Physical scientific 
knowledge.  

Unit 3: Principles of Mechanical Engineering 
Explores, for example systems of forces, levers, gears & 
mechanical loading 
 
Unit 4: Principles of Electronic & Electrical Engineering. 
This explores electric motors, power supplies and both 
Analogue & Digital electronics   
 

Unit 10: Computer Aided Design in Engineering 
Uses  CAD software and hardware to produce 2D and 
3D drawings, acquiring the skills to produce models of 
products, edit and modify them. 

Unit 17: Computer Aided Manufacture. 

This is unit gives students an understanding   into the 
world of CNC manufacturing.  The codes used and the 
typical types of machines industry uses.  

How will I be Assessed? 
· Completion of the 6 unit award will lead to the OCR 

Extended Certificate and completion of the 12 unit 
award to the OCR Technical Diploma, both in 
Engineering. 

· For the Extended Certificate 67% is externally 
assessed and for the Diploma external assessment 
amounts to 33%. 

· External Assessments are: 
 - Unit 1: a 2 hour exam in the summer of year 12. 
 - Unit 3: a 10 hour case study under supervised 

conditions in the summer of year 12. 
Students will have two attempts to gain a passing grade 

in these externally assessed units.  
All other units are assessed through a combination of 
written and practical coursework which together form 
your portfolio. 
· There are no further exams in year 13. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

Grade 5 in Maths (preferably Higher Tier). Grade 4 in 
English  
Grade 5 in Science (Physics 
element of the Additional 
Science course or Physics 
GCSE)  
The ability to organise your 
work effectively and meet 
deadlines. 

Where does studying this course take me? 
The mandatory units of the 
diploma provide you with the 
required  knowledge of health and 
safety, mathematics, science, 
communications and project 
management for success in the 
engineering workplace while the 
optional units are designed to 
introduce you to the different engineering disciplines 
giving you the opportunity to discover aspects of 
mechanical, electronic, manufacturing, and  
aeronautical engineering.  



English
(Combined) A level  

Examination Board OCR 

Head of Department Mrs D Gunn  

Why study the subject ? 
The combined course helps you to develop your skills 
and interests through study of  a wide range of 
literary and non literary texts. You will learn about  
connections between language and literature and 
consider the approaches of different linguists. You will 
relate written and spoken texts to their social, cultural 
and historical contexts, writing both creatively and 
analytically. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

You should have achieved grade 6 in either  English or 
English Literature or another relevant subject at GCSE. 
Obviously, you must enjoy reading and be prepared to 
undertake private study as well as participating in 
lessons.  This course is for students with good 
independent working skills and strong powers of 
analysis, as well as a flair for creative writing.  

What will I study? 
The syllabus has four Units of study, which 
incorporate  both linguistic and literary texts. 

Unit one   
Requires study of  a wide variety of written texts, 
both non-fiction and spoken, including 
autobiographical and biographical  writing, letters, 
journals, essays  and  media texts. Close study of 
Spoken Language is a requirement. This will entail 
analysis of formal speeches and transcripts of 
conversations,  study of verbal conventions, 
exploration of influences on speech development and 
usage, and reflection on the power of the spoken 
word. Assessment is via terminal exam. 

Units two and three   
Require study of Literary texts, including novels, plays 
and poetry from a range of eras.  These will be 
assessed via terminal exam, and one section will have 
an element of creative writing as one of the tasks. 

Unit four  
A coursework task which we hope will allow some 
individual choices by students in terms of texts 
studied and creative work. Assessment is by 
production of a portfolio and submission for external 
assessment. 
 
This is a very broad and varied course which will suit 
those who enjoy exploring the impact of language 
across a wide spectrum of texts and situations. 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course.  
Progression to the second year of study will be depend-
ent upon monitoring and results in the first year of 
study. 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

English is widely accepted as one of the most 
reputable and rigorous of all the academic disciplines. 
It provides an excellent basis for any career where 
clarity of thought, sound judgments and reasoning are 
required. The civil service, law, journalism, television 
and creative writing are just a few careers where 
English  would be an advantage . 



English 
Literature 

A level  

Examination Board OCR 

Head of Department Mrs D Gunn 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

English Literature is widely accepted as one of the 
most reputable and rigorous of all the academic 
disciplines and, for students wishing to study some 
courses at top universities, it is an essential pre-
requisite. It provides an excellent basis for any career 
where clarity of thought, sound judgment and 
reasoning are required, such as civil service, law, 
journalism, television and creative writing. 

Why study the subject? 
The course offers you the opportunity to study a 
variety of texts from different genres, including prose, 
drama and poetry, dating from the 1300s to the 
present day. You will read, not just to learn facts, but 
also to explore human thoughts, feelings, ideas and 
behaviour as seen through the imaginations of 
novelists, poets and playwrights. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

You need a grade 6 in either English or  English 
literature. Obviously, you must enjoy reading and be 
prepared to undertake private study as well as 
participating in lessons. This course is for independent 
readers who enjoy analysing texts and evaluating 
them in the light of their contexts and other critical 
viewpoints. You will also have an opportunity for 
original re-creative writing based on texts studied. 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course. 
Progression to the second year of study will be depend-
ent upon monitoring and results in the first year of 
study.  
 

What will I study? 
 
In year 12 you will study the Shakespearian comedy 
Twelfth Night, a pre 1900 poetry collection by 
Christina Rosetti, the post 1900 play A Streetcar 
Named Desire by Tennessee Williams and the 
dystopian novel 1984   by George Orwell. At A Level 
you will study two additional post 1900 novels, a pre 
1900 play and another post 1900 poetry collection.   
 
Throughout the course you will develop critical 
literary skills, including in depth analysis of language , 
structure & form, an appreciation of contexts in which 
texts are produced and received, evaluation of a 
variety of possible interpretations as well as the skill 
of making connections between texts. 



Film 
Studies A level  

Examination Board WJEC 

Head of Department Mr I Coleman   

Why study the subject? 
A level Film Studies will give you a deeper insight into 
how film is created in the UK and around the world. If 
you  are contemplating a career in the media/film 
industry, you will find this course stimulating, enjoyable 
and thought provoking. It also compliments many of the 
core subjects you may study at A level, offering you a 
range of transferrable skills. 

Where does studying this course take me? 
Film Studies is now a well established and popular 
course at many Russell Group universities. It also offers 
a chance to broaden your knowledge and skills if you 
are applying for degree courses in English, Art, 
Psychology, Business or any humanities based subject. If 
you want to work in film, video, television or any media 
based industries, film studies gives you the chance to 
show your academic and practical skills. The analytical 
skills and knowledge gained on the course can be useful 
in the leisure or business industries or in education.  

What will I study? 
The course consists of three modules: 
 
Module 1 
Varieties of film and film making. 
Hollywood 1930-1990  
 A comparative study of two 

Hollywood films 
American film since 2005 
 A two film study 
British film since 1995  
 A two film study 
 
Module 2 
Global film  
 A two film study 
Documentary Film 
Film Movements  
Silent cinema and Experimental film 
 
Module 3 
Production 
A short film (approximately 5 minutes) 
An evaluative analysis (1,800 words) 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course?  
Prior study of Film at GCSE is desirable but not essential. 
You should have achieved at least a GCSE grade 5  in  
English and range of good passes in other subjects. 
However, a prerequisite is that you should have a 
passion for cinema and the techniques involved  in 
making films. 

How will I be assessed? 

Students will undertake two written exams at the end of 
year 13. Each paper will be worth 35% of the total 
marks. 
Students will also be required to create a film produc-
tion piece with an evaluative analysis. This practical area 
of the course is worth 30% of the total marks.  
Progression to the second year of study will be depend-
ent upon monitoring and results in the first year of 
study. 



Financial 
Studies 

Level 3 
Certificate 

Examination Board LIBF 

Course Leader Mr P. Fifield 

Why study the subject? 
This qualification provides a comprehensive 
introduction to personal finance. Its purpose is to 
prepare students for further study through the 
development of the core skills of critical analysis and 
evaluation, synthesis, verbal and written 
communication. 

CeFS develops the knowledge and skills required for 
young people to make informed financial decisions by 
introducing them to the risks and challenges involved 
in personal finance and the tools for effective 
planning. Within this, it provides a solid basis for 
creating financial inclusion, by exploring social-
economic trends and their relationship with an 
individual’s circumstances and attitudes.  

What will I study? 
CeFS consists of two mandatory units. 

In year 12 you will cover: 
 The value and purposes of money. 
 The concept of the personal life cycle and external 

influences 
 The features of different types of financial product 
 The role of key stakeholders in financial services 

provision 
 The characteristics of financial products for 

managing money 
 Managing finance in the short term and the 

implication of poor decisions and changes in 
circumstances 

 The implication of legislation and regulations on 
earnings and the key features of income tax and 
National Insurance 

 How an individual’s financial needs change 

In year 13 you will study: 
 The features of risks and rewards in managing 

personal finances.  
 The features of different types of financial services 

product  
 How to make informed financial choices in the 

selection of financial services products.  
 When, where and how an individual can get 

financial help and advice.  

How will I be Assessed? 

There are 2 exams which are both assessed as 
follows: 

Part A - 35 multiple choice questions 

Part B - a written exam based on a pre-released 
case study 

Students will complete the 1st exam in January of 
Year 13 and the 2nd one in the summer of Year 13.  

 

Where does studying this course take me? 
Students will be in a position to make informed 

choices related to pursuing one of the many roles 
available within the financial sector.  

This course also offers a strong grounding for 
undergraduate study in accounting, business, finance 
and banking. 

LIBF also offer degree courses and will consider 
offering a financial incentive to students who achieve 
top grades in this course. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

 

Grade 4 in Maths and English at GCSE 

An interest in Economics or Business studies 

Future plans to work in the finance industry 



French A level 

Examination Board AQA 

Head of Department Mrs S Rey 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Many of the students who take A level French go on 
to study modern languages at university, either on its 
own or in combination with other subjects like 
business studies, maths, politics, law or literature. A 
variety of rewarding careers such as international law, 
tourism, banking, fashion buyer may follow. Whatever 
the field they choose to work in, students of language  
open up the possibility of travelling and even working 
abroad.  

Why study the subject? 
If you are interested in a career in which you may 
need to use a language, then a qualification at 'A' 
level will be essential for further study.  

What will I study? 
Year 12  
Paper  1: Listening, reading and writing   
You will develop your understanding of written and 
spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources 
covering topics such as cinema, music and modern 
society. 

Paper 2: Writing 
You will develop your written ability and refine your 
grammatical expertise in French, writing about a 
chosen book or a film and completing a translation 
from English into French  

Paper 3: Speaking 
You will build up a wide range of vocabulary to enable 
you to express yourself proficiently in a discussion on 
two themes with your teacher. 
 

Year 13 
Paper  1: Listening, reading and writing   
You will develop your understanding of written and 
spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources 
covering topics such as cinema, music, society’s 
current trends and issues and aspects of political life 
in the French-speaking world. 

Paper 2: Writing 
You will develop your written ability and your 
analytical skills  in French, writing about a chosen 
book or a film. 

Paper 3: Speaking 
You will research and present on a topic you have 
chosen and follow this up by discussing it with the 
examiner. You will build up a wide range of 
vocabulary to enable you to express 
yourself proficiently in conversation on other 
contemporary themes and issues. What do I really need to cope successfully 

with this course? 
To be successful in this course, you need to work 
consistently hard.  
Ideally students need a grade 6 in GCSE French.   

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course.  
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first 
year of study.  



Future 
Citizenship 

Core 
Curriculum  

Course Leader Mrs F Smith   

Student Opportunity 
Students are also encouraged to initiate contributions 
to the Future Citizenship programme themselves, 
benefitting both the development of their leadership 
skills and the education of their peers. Recent 
examples have included student organisation of a 
Question Time with local candidates at election time, 
student-led teaching about disability awareness and a 
group Lessons from Auschwitz presentation. 

Why do all 6th form students take this 
subject? 

Future Citizenship comprises many areas of learning 
undertaken by students outside their chosen A level 
and vocational  courses of study.  The subject 
contributes to the curriculum enrichment programme 
offered in the sixth form, equipping students with 
skills and experiences that will enhance their studies 
as well as prepare them for their learning and career 
pathways after leaving school.  

What will I learn? 
Weekly Speaker programme 
The diverse range of speakers offered introduces 
students to differing views on a range of topics 
relevant to their adult lives. Politicians, scientists, faith 
leaders, sportsmen and charity workers  are just some 
of the contributors we have welcomed recently to 
deliver presentations to students. 
PSHE 
Personal, Social and Health Education, highly valued in 
the sixth form, is also delivered through the Future 
Citizenship Programme. Health awareness, mental 
wellbeing and age-appropriate road safety education 
(pictured) are just some of the topics regularly 
addressed. 

Lifelong Skills and Experiences 
Universities and employers welcome the breadth of 
learning and increased understanding resulting from 
these lectures and activities.  Examples are often 
drawn upon by students in their personal statements 
and job applications to illustrate such learning beyond 
the confines of their individual chosen curriculum.  

How will this prepare me for my future?  
Asking questions, debating and listening to the views 
of others are all important life skills promoted during 
sessions. Keeping up to date with what is happening in 
society and following current affairs will also equip 
students with the ability to engage meaningfully with 
key issues, relevant to students both at school and in 
their futures. 

Past speakers 
have included 
Tony Benn MP 
and Leslie 
Kleinmann, 
Holocaust  
survivor 



Geography A level  

Examination Board Edexcel  

Head of Department Mr A Wilson 

How will I be assessed? 

Students will take three examinations at the end of 
the two year course. All students must complete 4 
days fieldwork and conduct a piece of independent 
research which is internally assessed, externally 
moderated and accounts for  20% of the final mark. 
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first 
year of study.  

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

‘A’ level Geography is widely accepted for many H.E. 
courses, not just Geography and Environmental 
Science.  It is also relevant to careers in teaching, the 
armed forces, cartography, journalism, surveying, 
town planning, travel & tourism, leisure, conservation, 
countryside management, the environment and 
more!  

What will I study? 
Students will maintain a balance between physical 
geography and human geography; develop a 
knowledge and understanding of the key concepts of 
place, space, diversity, interdependence, global 
governance and people–environment interaction. 
Dynamic Landscapes 
· Tectonic Processes & Hazards 
· Coastal Landscapes & Change 
· The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity 
· The Carbon Cycle and Energy Insecurity 

Dynamic Places 
· Globalisation 
· Regenerating Places 
· Superpowers 
· Migration, Identity and Sovereignty 

· Synoptic Themes 
These are themes that are explored across all topics. 
· Players. Who are the different players (individuals, 

groups and organisations, stakeholders) 
involved in geographical issues and decisions? 

· Attitudes and actions. Why do attitudes to 
geographical issues vary so greatly and how 
does this influence actions? 

· Futures and uncertainties. The outcomes of 
choices made today are uncertain for a range of 
reasons, including scientific, demographic, 
economic and political uncertainty. How can we 
respond to these uncertainties? 

What do I really need to cope 

successfully with this course? 
To be successful in this course, you need a genuine 
interest in global issues at all levels.  You will ideally 
have a grade 6 in Geography or a relevant subject 
(Maths or Science) but a grade 5 is essential.  

Why study the subject? 
The content and approach of the course reflects the 
dynamic nature of the subject and stresses the 
importance of a sustainable future. Geography offers 
so much to our understanding of our planet and our 
relationship to it and to each other. 



German A level  

Examination Board AQA 

Head of Department Miss E Keim 

Why study the subject? 
If you are interested in a career in which you may 
need to use a language, then a qualification at 'A' level 
will be essential for further study.  

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

You would ideally have a grade 6 or above at GCSE 
and the willingness to work to short term deadlines. 
Above all, you must be truly  interested in learning a 
foreign language to a high level.  

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course.  
 
Progression to the second year of study will be depend-
ent upon monitoring and results in the first year of 
study.  

What will I study? 
 
Year 12  
Paper  1: Listening, reading and writing   
You will develop your understanding of written and 
spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources 
covering topics such as family, music, festivals and 
Berlin.  

Paper 2: Writing 
You will develop your written ability and refine your 
grammatical expertise in German, writing about a 
chosen book or a film and completing a translation from 
English into German.  

Paper 3: Speaking 
You will build up a wide range of vocabulary to enable 
you to express yourself proficiently in a discussion on 
two themes with your teacher. 

Year 13 
Paper  1: Listening, reading and writing   
You will develop your understanding of written and 
spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources 
covering topics such as immigration and integration, 
and issues and aspects of political life in the German-
speaking world. 

Paper 2: Writing 
You will develop your written ability and your analytical 
skills  in German, writing about a chosen book or a film. 

Paper 3: Speaking 
You will research and present on a topic you have 
chosen and follow this up by discussing it with your 
teacher. You also will build up a wide range of 
vocabulary and factual knowledge so you can express 
yourself proficiently in conversation on one other theme 
from the two year course. 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Sixth form students have gone on to work for German 
firms and to study German at university, often in 
combination with other subjects such as business 
studies, economics and law, or another language. It is 
widely recognised that such combinations offer 
excellent career prospects within jobs such as law, 
finance and marketing, amongst others.  



Health and 
Social Care 

Level 3 
Vocational 

Examination Board OCR  

Head of Department Miss  A Johal 

Why study the subject? 
These awards are work-related qualifications that will 
give you an understanding of health the  knowledge 
and practical skills required to enable progression to 
employment or higher level education. 

How will I be assessed? 
This is one of the new vocational courses. There will 
be a combination of internally assessed work and 
external examination units. Students must pass all 
examined units within two attempts in order to gain 
the qualification 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

This course provides students with an introduction 
and overview of the health and social care sectors. 
The awards will enable you to go straight into 
employment in areas such as health care work and 
occupational health. The qualification will also enable 
students to progress onto degrees in social work, 
nursing and other related areas. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

Grade 5 in Science. Grade 4 in English and Maths. An 
interest in careers within a Health and Social Care 
setting. An ability to organise and meet  all the 
deadlines required for on going assessments is 
essential. 

What will I study? 
The National Diploma will consist of twelve units and 
the National Extended Certificate will consist of four 
units. Assessments of the units consists of a series of 
assignments that include a combination of essays, 
external exams, diary extracts, case studies, examples 
from work placements and presentations 

 
Units to be studied:  
Unit 1– Promoting Positive Relationships 
 
Unit 2-Equality, Diversity and Rights 
 
Unit 3-Health, Safety and Security 
 
Unit 4-Anatomy and Physiology 
 
Unit 5-Infection Control 
 
Unit 6-Personalisation 
 
Unit  7-Safeguarding 
 
Unit 10-Nutrition 
 
Unit 14-Physiological Disorders 
 
Unit 15-Promoting Health and Wellbeing 
 
Unit 16-Supporting People with Dementia 
 
Unit 17-Supporting People with Mental Health 
Conditions 



History A level  

Examination Board AQA 

Head of Department Mr D Bacon 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

History is widely accepted as one of the most 
reputable and rigorous of all the academic disciplines. 
It provides an excellent basis for any career where 
clarity of thought, sound judgments and reasoning are 
required. The civil service, law, journalism, television 
and museums are just a few careers where history 
would be an advantage . 

Why study the subject? 
 

History is a popular ‘A’ level option choice, being 
recognised for  the skills it develops and the interest 
it contains for students wishing to broaden their 
horizons and prepare themselves for degree level 
study. 

What will I study? 
Unit 1 – The Tudors: England 1485-1603: Students  
will study how Henry VII 
restored the authority of 
the monarchy after the 
Wars of the Roses, 
progressing to  focus on 
Henry VIII, examining his 
decision to set up the 
Church of England and the 
impact that had on the 
country. Students will then 
look at how Henry’s 
children – Edward VI, Mary 
and Elizabeth – ruled the 
country in their own right. 
 

Unit 2 – The USA 1945-80: Reality and illusion: 
 
This depth study will look at the domestic and foreign 
policy of all American Presidents from Truman to 
Carter. Key topics will include the battle for civil rights, 
American involvement in the Cold War, the Vietnam 
War and socio-economic change in America during 
this period. 
 

Unit 3 – Historical Enquiry: Russia 1855-1964: 
 
This coursework must be independently researched 
and written by the student. It will need to show an 
understanding of the nature of historical study and 
how different historians have interpreted the past. 
Students draw on both primary and secondary 
evidence to write their answer of around 3500 words. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

Prior study of History at GCSE level is desirable but not 
essential. Given the nature of the course, candidates 
must have gained at least a grade 5 in English or 
English Literature  GCSE, or a grade 5 in History.  
 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course.  
 
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first 
year of study.  



Information 
Technology 

Level 3 
Vocational 

Examination Board OCR 

Head of Department Mrs S Wallis 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

You will develop professional, personal and social 
skills as well as the theoretical knowledge and 
understanding to underpin these skills. These support 
the transferable skills required by universities and 
employers such as communication, problem solving, 
time management, research and analytical skills.  

Why study the subject? 
Designed in collaboration with experts spanning the 
breadth of the sector, the OCR national  IT courses 
focus on the skills, knowledge and understanding that 
today’s universities and employers demand.  

What will I study? 

Unit 1: Fundamentals of IT 
A sound understanding of IT technologies and 
practices is essential for IT professionals. Information 
learnt in this unit will create a solid foundation in the 
fundamentals of hardware, networks, software, the 
ethical use of computers and how businesses use IT.  
 

Unit 2: Global Information 
The purpose of this unit is to demonstrate the uses of 
information in the public domain, globally, in the 
cloud and across the Internet, by individuals and 
organisations. You will discover that good 
management of both data and information is essential 
and that it can give any organisation a competitive 
edge.  
 

3 Further Units: 
These will be optional units and may be chosen from 
areas such as: 
Computer Networks 
Cyber Security 
Mobile Technology 
Web Design and Prototyping 
Computer Systems Hardware 
Computer Systems Software 
Application Design 
Product Development 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

Grade 6 in ICT or Computer Science GCSE or a grade 6 
in Science and a grade 5 in Maths  are required to take 
the course. Grade 4 in English.  

How will I be assessed? 

There will be a mixture of both internal and     external 
assessments. 
At least two externally examined units and a choice of 
three further units which are either examined or 
centre-assessed and moderated by  the exam board.  



Mathematics A level  

Examination Board Edexcel 

Head of Department Mr S Abbotts   

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Mathematics equips you to study many  university 
courses including engineering, physical sciences, 
computing, economics, statistics and mathematics. 
Graduates will be welcomed into careers in the field 
of finance, accountancy, engineering and many more.  

Why study the subject? 
The A level  course builds on and extends the learning 
of students from  GCSE. It develops skills of logic, 
application of reason, method and problem solving. It 
challenges students at the highest end of intellectual 
capacity and as such is highly regarded in both the 
workplace and in education. 

What will I study? 
Either Edexcel Mathematics or Further Mathematics A 
Level. The examination will consist of three 2 hour 
calculator papers each worth 100 marks. Two papers 
cover Pure Mathematics while the other covers both 
Statistics and Mechanics.  

Pure Mathematics 
You will  extend your  knowledge of algebra and 
trigonometry as well as learning some new topics such 
as calculus. Students use the techniques learned to 
solve familiar problems and new problems in new ways. 
Pure mathematics is the backbone of all other branches 
of mathematics.  

Mechanics and Statistics 
You will  learn how to describe mathematically the 
motion of objects and how they respond to forces 
acting on them. The technique of mathematical 
modelling is used to analyse and predict the movement 
of objects in two and three dimensions. This field of 
study is an important preparation for the study of 
engineering, cybernetics, robotics, biomechanics and 
sports science. 
In statistics students learn how to sample, analyse and 
summarise numerical data as well as present it 
effectively and draw conclusions about it. Techniques of 
analysing data will be studied and there will be further 
work on probability. These skills are applicable to a wide 
range of problems and from market research, business 
analysis, insurance work and testing the validity of 
experimental evidence. 

Further Mathematics 
With over 90% gaining A* to A in Further Maths last 
year, we significantly exceeded the Edexcel national 
average which shows capable students achieve great 
results in this double award A level 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

Guaranteed entry  requires a minimum grade 7  at 
GCSE Maths . 
 
Students wishing to take further Maths will require 
grade 8 or above. 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course.  
Progression to the second year of study will be depend-
ent upon monitoring and results in the first year of 
study.  



Mathematical 
Studies 

(Core Maths) 

Level 3 
Certificate 

Examination Board AQA 

Course Leader Miss Dempster 

Why study the subject? 
Maths is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging and 
essential in equipping students with the right skills to 
reach their future destination, whatever that may be. 
This award is part of our enrichment curriculum. It 
helps to develop student’s mathematical skills and 
thinking to support courses such as A Level 
Psychology, Economics, Sciences, Geography as well 
as many other technical and vocational qualifications.  

What will I study? 

In your 1st year you will study modules on 

 - Analysis of Data 
develop and demonstrate confidence and  competence 
in the understanding and application of statistical 
techniques, interpreting data and drawing conclusions 
in the solution of problems. 

 - Maths for Personal Finance 
develop and demonstrate confidence and competence 
in the understanding and application of calculations in 
the solution of problems relating to personal finance. 

 - Estimation 
become familiar with and gain confidence in ideas 
concerning the formulation of mathematical models. 

 - Critical Analysis of given data and models to use 
the data and models they are given and to be 
mathematically critical of these. 

In the 2nd year, you will complete further modules on 
either statistical analysis or critical path and risk analysis 
(mathematics behind the decision making and the 
planning of projects). 
 

How will I be Assessed? 
· Two 1 hr 30 min exams at the end of year 13. 
 
Paper 1 will be based on the content you study in Year 
12 and Paper 2 will be based on Year 13 work. 
 
You will need a scientific/graphical calculator for both 
exams. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

You will need a GCSE grade 5 in Maths. 

Where does studying this course take me? 
Mathematical Studies aims to prepare students for the 
mathematical demands of higher education and work 
where there is a distinct mathematical or statistical 
element, but where the mathematical demands do not 
stretch to a requirement for A-level Mathematics. 
A course of study leading to this qualification should 
enable students to: 
• study a mathematics curriculum that is integrated 
with other areas of their study, work or interest leading 
to the application of mathematics in these areas 
• develop mathematical modelling, evaluating and 
reasoning skills 
• solve problems some of which will not be well defined 
and may not have a unique solution 
• solve substantial and real life problems encountered 
by adults 
• use ICT as an exploratory tool for developing 
mathematical understanding and when solving 
problems 
• develop skills in the communication, selection, use 
and interpretation of their mathematics 
• enjoy mathematics and develop confidence in using 
mathematics. 



Physics A level  

Examination Board Edexcel 

Head of Department Ms B Poole  

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

‘A’ level Physics lends itself to multiple career choices 
including mechanical engineering, aeronautical 
engineering, acoustic engineering, TV & radio jobs, 
pilots, medical physicist, geophysics, technical sales 
and marketing plus many, many more.  
Physics is a recognised subject for any career 
requiring a degree of problem solving and analytical 
thinking.  

Why study the subject? 
Physics  is a subject for students that enjoy problem 
solving, have good mathematical skills, and are 
following other subjects such as Maths, Chemistry, 
Biology and Geography. The course  tries to explain 
how things function, from the smallest quark to the 
infinitesimal universe!  

What will I study? 
 

Paper 1:  Advanced Physics I 
Working as a Physicist: investigative skills. 
Mechanics: rectilinear motion, forces, moments, 
Newton’s laws, momentum, dynamics, mechanical 
energy and efficiency. 
Electric circuits: electric current and potential 
difference, resistivity and electrical power. 
Further mechanics: impulse, circular motion and 
momentum in two dimensions. 
Electric and Magnetic Fields: capacitance, 
electromagnetic induction and electromotive force. 
Nuclear and Particle Physics: particle accelerators, 
detectors, particle interactions and the Standard 
Model. 

Paper  2: Advanced Physics II 
Working as a Physicist: investigative skills. 
Materials: viscosity, Hooke’s law and Young 
modulus. 
Waves and Particle Nature of Light:  superposition, 
refractive index, focal length and   magnification of a 
lens, plane polarisation,  photoelectric effect and 
wave-particle duality. 
Thermodynamics: internal energy, gas laws and 
specific latent heat. 
Space: life cycle of stars and Hubble constant. 
Nuclear Radiation: E = mc2 and radioactive decay. 
Gravitational Fields: point mass and radial 
gravitational fields. 
Oscillation: simple harmonic motion, resonance and 
damping. 

Paper 3:  General and Practical Principles in 
Physics 
This is a third paper that may draw on any of the 
above topics with  synoptic questions and assessment 
of candidates’ conceptual and theoretical 
understanding of experimental methods. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

Physics is a demanding academic course that requires 
commitment to study, both in and outside of the 
classroom. 
Students will therefore need a strong grade 6 in GCSE 
Physics, or grade 6.5 average in  GCSE Combined 
Science. In addition, it is essential to have a grade 6  in 
GCSE Mathematics. 

How will I be assessed? 

All external examinations will take place at the end of 
the two year course.  
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first 
year of study.  
A separate Practical Endorsement will be awarded to 
A level candidates who can demonstrate competency 
in the laboratory. 



Politics A level  

Examination Board Edexcel 

Head of Department Mr D Bacon 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Politics is widely accepted as one of the most 
reputable of all the academic disciplines.  The subject 
provides an excellent basis for any career where 
clarity of thought, sound judgment and reasoning are 
required.  The civil service, journalism, television, 
museums and even politics are just a few careers 

where politics would be an advantage. 

Why study the subject? 
Politics links well with other humanities subjects and 
students with an interest in the way in which the 
British and American political systems function will 
find this an enlightening course to pursue. This course 
helps you to make sense of current headlines and 
topical affairs  

What will I study? 
Unit 1 - UK Politics 
1. Political Participation, students will study: democracy 
and participation, political parties, electoral systems, 
voting behaviour and the media. 
2. Core Political Ideas, students will study: conservatism, 
liberalism, socialism. (A-level only) 

Unit 2 - UK Government 
1. UK Government, students will study: the constitution, 
parliament, Prime Minister and executive, relationships 
between the branches. 
2. Optional Political Ideas, students will study: one idea 
from the following: anarchism, ecologism, feminism, 
multiculturalism, nationalism. (A-level only) 

Unit 3 – Comparative Politics 
Students will study US politics: the US Constitution and 
federalism, US congress, US presidency, US Supreme 
Court, democracy and participation, civil rights (A-level 
only) 
The History/Politics trip to Washington DC  

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

Prior study at  GCSE level is not essential. Given the 
nature of the course candidates must have gained 
grade 5 and 6 in English Language and English 
Literature GCSE. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the 
course.  
There will be three exams at the end of the course – 
they are 2 hours long and are each worth a third of 
the overall A-level.  
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first 
year of study.  
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Product Design A level  

Examination Board 
WJEC 

(Eduquas)  

Head of Department Mr M Atuheire 

Why Study this subject? 
This course builds on the creative and design skills 
that students seeking careers in this industry will have 
developed at GCSE.  

What will I study? 
Component 1: Design and Technology in the 21st 
Century  
The examination includes a mix of short answer, 
structured and extended writing questions assessing 
learners' knowledge and understanding of: technical 
principles, designing and making principles and the 
ability to analyse and evaluate design decisions in 
design and technology. 
 
Component 2: A sustained design and make task, 
assessing candidates' ability to: identify, investigate 
and outline design possibilities, design and make 
prototypes, analyse and evaluate design decisions and 
wider issues in design and technology. The design and 
make task will be based within the same endorsed 
area as the written examination.  

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

Whilst the study of GCSE Product Design is a helpful 
introduction, the completion of any of the GCSE 
subjects in Design & Technology, grade 5 or above, 
can form a sound base from which to commence this 
course.  Students with an Art background are also 
welcome to apply. 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Further Education - Foundation course in art & design, 
GNVQ Graphic Design, Computer Aided Design and 
Product Design courses. 
Higher Education - Degrees in product design, 
engineering, graphic design. (You may need an Art & 
Design Foundation Course to study some of these).  

Examples of  a fully rendered CAD model 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the two 
year course.  
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first year 
of study.  

Examples of  models made by students 



Psychology A Level  

Examination Board AQA 

Head of Department Miss  A Johal 

Why study the subject? 
Psychology gives students the opportunity to 
investigate the intricate workings of the human mind 
and behaviour.  You will have direct experience of 
what psychologists do when investigating human 
behaviour by  participating in experimental work and 
research.  You will also be able to apply psychological 
knowledge to understand your own behaviour. 

What will I study? 
Paper 1:  
Social Influence, Memory Attachment, 
Psychopathology, Research Methods 
This unit covers causes of obedience and conformity.  
It also covers topics such as  memory and forgetting. 
Students carry out practical tasks related to topics 
studied, including an analysis of results.  This paper 
also  covers mental disorders, including the influence 
of the brain on our behaviour.  

Paper 2:  
Approaches, Bio-Psychology and  
Research Methods 
This paper looks at the nervous system and brain, 
investigating how our biology affects our behaviour. In 
addition you will gain knowledge about different 
theories of personality development.  You will also 
learn about statistical tests used to carry out analysis 
of results.  10% of the exam consists of Maths.  

Year 2:  
Paper 3:  
Applications of Psychology  
This paper consists of three topics: 
Forensic Psychology 
Relationships 
Schizophrenia 
 
There is also a section called Issues and Debates which 
requires students to apply knowledge from both year 
12 and year 13.  
 
There will be three examinations in year 2. 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

Psychology as a subject is relevant to all careers, but is 
specifically useful for careers such as business 
management, personnel clinical psychology, criminal 
psychology, neuroscience biology and social studies.  

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

 

You will need  GCSE grade 5 in English Language and/
or Literature. Grade 5 GCSE in Mathematics and in 
one Science.qualification 

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the 
course.  
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first 
year of study.  
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Sport 
Level 3 

Vocational 

Examination Board OCR  

Head of Department Mr T Redwood  

Why study the subject? 
This subject allows students the opportunity to gain a 
comprehensive understanding of the impact of 
physical education. It is also encourages the 
development of skills and behaviour such as 
teamwork, leadership, performance analysis, 
resilience, evaluation, analysis and synthesising 
concepts.  

What will I study?  
The Cambridge Technical Extended 

Certificate in Sport 
(Equivalent to one A level in terms of size ) 

 

Year 12 
 Unit 1 – Body Systems and the effect of Physical 

Activity 
 
 Unit 2 – Sports Coaching and Activity Leadership 
 
 Unit 3 – Sports Organisation and Development 
 
The above units are all mandatory with units 1 and 3 
being assessed by an exam and marked externally.  

 

Year 13 
 
Optional units that will be considered: 
 Performance analysis in sport and exercise 
 
 Organisation in Sports Events 
 
 Biomechanics and Movement Analysis 
 
 Physical Activity for Specific Groups 
 
 Nutrition and Diet 
 
 Sports Injuries and Rehab 
 
 Practical Skills 
 
 Sports Psychology 
 
 Sport and exercise Sociology. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

Vocational Level 3 will require a GCSE grade 5 or 
above in Physical Education. Grade 4 in English and 
Maths.  

Vocational — How will I be assessed? 
On going assessment and externally set examination. 
The qualification is graded using Pass, Merit, 
Distinction, Distinction* criteria. 

Where does studying this course take me? 
Students have pursued further education and careers 
in sport and exercise science, sports coaching, sports 
development, national governing bodies, sports 
physiotherapy, performance analyst, sports journalism 
and broadcasting, fitness industry, school sports co-
ordinator, PE teacher, nutritionist, health promotion, 
engineering and marketing. 



Sociology  A level  

Examination Board AQA 

Head of Department Mrs G Baker 

Where does studying this course take me? 
Students have progressed to study sociology at 
university. The high level skills sociology develops are 
valued by many employers, and recent leavers have 
found sociology of specific relevance in numerous 
career fields.  These include journalism, law, 
advertising, market research, the police, 
management, administration, social work, the health 
professions, teaching, central and local government 
work and business of all kinds  

Why study the subject? 
Sociology is the scientific study of society through 
which students learn more about the world around 
them, trying to make sense of many of the major 
issues modern society faces. It examines social 
relationships that people share with each other, as 
well as factors that underpin these, such as social 
class, ethnicity, gender and age.  
If you enjoy lively debate, asking questions and 
discussing current social issues, this may be the 
subject for you. 

What will I study? 
Unit 1: Education  
What is the purpose of education in our society?  Do 
we all have equal educational opportunities?  How 
does class, race or gender make a difference?  This 
paper also examines sociological research methods. 
 

Unit 2: Families and Households and 
Beliefs in Society. 
A look at the rapidly changing nature of the family in 
modern society. How do beliefs impact on society in 
the modern world– for example, what are the causes 
of religious fundamentalism? 

Unit 3:Crime and Deviance 

Crime is a major concern in today’s society. Who are 
the criminals?  Why do they do it?  Does ‘society’ 
cause crime?  This paper also examines understanding 
of sociological theory  and methods. 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 

A genuine interest in studying people in a social 
context is needed.  Students will need a good 
command of English to grade 5 GCSE in Language or 
Literature and be willing to work hard.  There is 
definitely NO need for you to have studied Sociology 
before. 

Student visit to an East London temple   

How will I be assessed? 

All examinations will take place at the end of the 
course. 
It may be possible to sit the stand alone AS level but 
the course will be taught as a two year course. 
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first 
year of study.  



Tourism Level 3 Applied 
Diploma  

Examination Board EDUQAS 

Head of Department Mr A Wilson 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 
Students will be able to progress to Universities 
which offer Travel/Tourism or Leisure related 
degrees with ease (as these require evidence of 
first hand knowledge and experience, as well as 
developed Key Skills such as Communication and 
ICT). The course is also valuable preparation for 
careers in any area of the travel and tourism 
industry. The course, combined with on the job 
training, can lead to high positions within the 
industry.  

How will I be Assessed? 
Via external and internal assessment. 
All examinations will take place at the end of the 
course.  
Progression to the second year of study will be 
dependent upon monitoring and results in the first 
year of study.  

Why Study the subject? 
This course offers an opportunity for students to 
study at first hand the fastest growing industry in 
the world, that has far-reaching economic, socio-
cultural and environmental impacts. 
 

This course is an A level equivalent and  is graded 
in the same way . 

What will I study? 
This course enables you to develop knowledge of 
travel and tourism terminology, tourist 
destinations, business theory and the interaction 
between tourist activity and the environment. 
 

You will study: 

The United Kingdom Tourism Product 
Understand what the UK has to offer inbound & 
domestic tourists & the range of employment 
opportunities in the tourism industry. 

 
Worldwide Tourism Destinations 
All destinations have a range of attractions & 
facilities, that affects the types of tourists to 
whom they appeal. 
 

The Dynamic Tourism Industry 
Tourism is an ever-changing industry which has to 
adapt quickly to external pressures & changes in 
society at the national & globe scale. 
 

Event & Itinerary Planning  
Understand the process of event management & 
the nature of tour itineraries within the UK 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 
To be successful in this course, you need to be 
organised and you need to work consistently 
hard making sure that all the deadlines for the 
coursework are met. 


