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Why is this process so important ? 
You and your parents are now at the next key 
point of decision making about your future 
education and the potential options that will be 
available to you beyond the age of 16.  
The decisions you will make in the next few 
weeks are as important as those that you 
made about which secondary school to attend, 
and this process should be given just as much 
thought and consideration. 
 

Who is on hand to help me?  
Your parents, your tutor, your PD teacher and 
a senior member of staff will all be on hand to 
offer guidance and support about which 
programme of study will be the best one for 
you.  
Most students will have some choice about the 
courses that they can choose, but most  
students will be guided to make specific 
choices based on prior monitoring information. 

How many choices will I make? 
 

Most  students will choose or be guided to 
select  up to  Four  subjects in addition to their 
core subject choices.   
Some students will be guided to take Study 
Plus  Support as one of their choices if 
monitoring data suggests that they will need 
this support during the course of their study. 
  
Most students will mainly follow a GCSE 
programme of study, with the opportunity for 
one, two or three  vocational qualifications to 
be studied alongside the GCSE core for some 
students.   
 

What other support might be 
offered? 

Students  should select from a range of 
subjects that cover different areas of the 
curriculum.  
The school will also give guidance to students 
who may need additional support to reach their 
potential in maths or English.  Some students 
may also be required to attend period six 
support sessions in English and/or maths if 
there is underachievement identified, or will be 
timetabled to additional period six activities to 
support their achievement. 

How many subjects will I study? 
 
The  majority of students will  begin a 
programme of study that will enable them to 
gain 9, 10 or 11 GCSEs  or Technical Awards 
(BTEC or equivalent qualifications).  
The government have also emphasised the 
importance for  most students of having  a 
range of high quality GCSEs that include the 
subjects that contribute to the English 
Baccalaureate (Ebacc) as explained below.  
The majority of students in The Billericay School 
will  have this as their guided  curriculum model.  
For some students however, it will be more 
appropriate for other subjects to be offered and 
this may include some vocational Technical 
Award subjects in addition to Study Plus 
Support Option. 

What is the Ebacc? 
The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) was 
introduced to promote educational aspiration. It 
is not in itself a stand alone qualification, but 
students will gain the Ebacc by successfully 
completing a particular range of GCSE subjects. 
The subjects in this booklet that  would qualify  
for the Ebacc are:  

Who will be guided to take the  
Ebacc? 

If your child's prior attainment and academic 
data suggest that they are capable of being 
successful on this programme of study they will 
be guided to make choices that will enable them 
to complete the qualification. 

Is the Ebacc for everyone? 
The school aims to meet the needs of all 
students and for a small number of students  
the Ebacc subjects will not be suitable. The 
government have however stated its wish for 
most  students to study  the Ebacc qualification 
subjects as part of their  programme of study. 

KEY INFORMATION FOR YOU AND 
YOUR PARENTS  

BREADTH AND BALANCE IN YOUR 
OPTION CHOICES  

English 
Language  

 
Mathematics  

Combined 
(double) or triple 

Science  

French or 
German or 
Mandarin 
Chinese 

History or 
Geography  

Computer 
Science  
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Each student will be assigned to a 
senior member of staff or a head of 
house to guide them through the 
process. 
 
There is a copy of the options form in 
the student options booklet - this must 
be completed and signed by parents, 
students and form tutor. The senior 
member of staff will check this form and 
issue the actual form to the student.  
 
Please note the following: 

 If the demand for a subject is too low 
the course may have to be 
withdrawn. 

 Every effort will be made to provide 
your first choices, but this may not 
always be possible and will depend 
on your guided programme of study. 
You must choose SIX subjects.  
(Including your Ebacc humanity and 
language choices.) 

 Your choices must be placed in order 
of preference. 

 
Having read this course booklet carefully, 
students will be helped to complete the 
student booklet, where a draft copy of the 
options form will be found.  
Tutors, PD teachers and a member of 
senior staff are all on hand to offer 
guidance, support and advice. 
 
Students will be issued with a separate 
copy of the option form to complete and 
return to the school at the end of the 
options process. This will be issued by the 
senior member of staff in the final guidance 
meeting. 
 
Please note we are not able to accept 
forms that have been altered.  This 
ensures that parents are aware of what 
is being selected. We will return any 
form which has Tippex or items crossed 
out. 

All students are entitled to comprehensive 
and up-to-date careers information 
appropriate to their needs.  The careers 
team aims to provide independent and 
impartial advice and guidance, which 
includes information on education, training 
and employment opportunities, to support 
students making their own career decisions 
at key points in their overall education. 
 
Students follow a programme of study in 
their personal development lessons which 
help them learn for, through and about the 
world of work.  This involves reflecting on 
their strengths and preferences, creating 
action plans to help reach targets and 
writing and updating personal statements 
and CVs. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 

There are no examinations but students will 
be asked to assess their own learning and 
set targets for themselves. 
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
 

The aim of our careers programme is to 
make sure you make the right decisions at 
the end of Key Stage 4 - whether this is 
preparing you for entry into our sixth form, or 
for  further study elsewhere. All students 
beginning courses September 2017 are 
required to remain in full time education or 
training until 2021. 
The RBLC staff and careers advisors are on 
hand to help you make the right choices.  

Completing Your Option 
Form  

Careers Education Information 
Advice and Guidance  
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Your curriculum choices for Years 10 and 11  

Most students will have a curriculum which includes:  

Your core subjects  
(everyone must study these subjects ) 

Your option subjects  
(everyone will have some say in what these subjects are) 

Ebacc GCSE Subjects  
(All students will need a humanity and a 

language in their four choices )  
Computer Science  

Geography 
History  

Up to two  Modern Languages French, 
German or Mandarin Chinese (guided 

single or double option)  

Non Ebacc GCSE Subjects  
(Most students will be able to study at least 

two of these if they choose to ) 
Art and Design 

Business Studies or (guided choice)  
DT  – Product Design 

Drama 
Film  Studies 

Music 
Physical Education 

Full course religious studies 

You may  choose, or will be guided to, up to FOUR subjects from: 

GCSE English 
Language 

(1 core subject) 

GCSE English 
Literature 

(1 core subject) 

GCSE Mathematics 
(1 core subject) 

GCSE Science – 
(2 or 3 core subjects) 

You will be guided to single 
or combined trilogy  

 
Religious Studies 

(core subject) 
Non exam subject  

 
 

Personal 
Development 
(core subject) 

Non exam subject  

Physical 
Education 

(core subject) 
Non exam subject  

 
Technical Awards 

 
(Some students will be guided to one or 

more of these courses ) 
BTEC Business (guided choice)  

BTEC Children’s play, learning and 
development  

BTEC  Construction (double option)  
BTEC Engineering 

DT—Fashion and textiles 
Hospitality and Catering (double option) 

TLM—ICT  
AQA technical award in Sport 

BTEC Vocational Studies 
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Getting the right breadth and balance in your curriculum 

Most students will need to meet the government guidance of:  

GCSE English  
 

GCSE Mathematics 

 
 
 

GCSE 
Statistics 

(All students 
will have the 
opportunity 
to take this 

exam)  
 

You may be able to choose at two other subjects from: 
Art and Design 

Business Studies or BTEC Business (A guided choice)  
DT: Product Design 

Drama 
ICT 

Film  Studies 
Music 

Physical Education 
Religious Studies 

DT: Fashion and textiles 
BTEC Engineering 

BTEC children’s play learning and development  
BTEC Construction (A double option) 

Hospitality and catering (A double option)  
AQA technical award in Sport  

BTEC Vocational Studies (A guided choice)  
 

All students will also need three subjects which enable you to gain the Ebacc 
qualification : 

(A humanity and a language in addition to your guided science allocation  will enable 
you to do this. All students will require at least one humanity and a language )  

Combined trilogy( double) Science   
OR 

Single (Biology, Physics, Chemistry) Science   
Computer Science 

Plus  
Geography and/or History  

Up to two Modern Languages — French, German or Mandarin 
Chinese. (A guided single or double option) 

 
 

A small number of 
students will be guided 

to a non Ebacc 
curriculum.  This will 

be a guided choice for 
some students but will 

only be made if 
recommended by your 

options advisor. 
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The next pages give you information 
about  

 

 

THE  
CORE 

SUBJECTS 
 
 

These are subjects  
that everyone must study. 
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English Language 
and English 

Literature 

2 Core Subjects 

HEAD OF FACULTY Mrs J Shearer 

 

What will I study? 

Students will follow both language and 
literature courses in English.  This means 
that you will develop your skills of reading, 
writing and speaking and listening by 
studying a very wide range of texts from the 
nineteenth, twentieth and twenty first 
centuries, by producing a variety of written 
tasks and by taking part in many different 
activities. 
  
The many units cover the following areas: 
  
 Reading information &  non-fiction texts  
 Reading prose texts, such as a novel 

by a well-known writer 
 Studying plays, and considering the impact 

on their audiences 
 Analysing poetry, looking at their contexts 

and comparing their effects 
 Exploring a Shakespeare play 

 Writing imaginative and creative texts and 
also persuasive, information and 
discursive texts, using a variety of forms 
for a variety of audiences 

  
  

How will I be assessed? 

You will be assessed by examination.  Your 
English Language exams involve analysing 
unseen texts and producing writing, using 
accurate Standard English.  For English 
Language there will also be a spoken 
presentation which is assessed and recorded 
by the teacher.  This is given separate 
endorsement and is not included in the 
weighting of the GCSE.  
Your English Literature exams involve 
responding to texts you have studied as a 
class along with some unseen poetry.   

What will I be asked to do? 

You will be asked to study for a variety of 
units in half termly periods which allow you to 
develop your reading, writing and speaking 
and listening skills.  You will read widely 
across a range of texts, including texts from 
the nineteenth century. In the English 
Language exam, you will become equipped 
to tackle unseen texts from different periods. 
You will develop the ability to analyse how 
writers present their point of view and learn 
how to extract and summarise information. 
You will also learn how to make links across 
texts.  
You will be expected to work towards making 
good progress with your literacy skills, by 
understanding which skills you need to use 
and develop for each assessed unit, and by 
working towards improving your ability to 
communicate. 
You will experiment with different forms of 
writing, expressing your own point of view in 
an appropriate form and also write creatively. 
You will need to learn to edit your own writing 
and develop a critical view point about it.  
  

Where does studying English take 
me? 

Everywhere!  To move onto further study you 
will need at least a 4 in English for some 
vocational courses and a 5 or above for 
many apprenticeships, any A level or 
university courses.  Employers also 
usually ask for a 5 or above.  Entry to the 
sixth form ris likely to require a 5.  Employers 
and further education institutions value the 
ability to communicate effectively both 
through speech and writing.   
  

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 

These personal skills will be the key to your 
success: 
 Good attendance  
 Good organisation 

 Commitment to always do your best 
 Willingness to undertake independent 

learning  
 Respond to advice offered.  
 Willingness to read and discuss a variety of 

texts 

 Ability to critically assess your own work 
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Mathematics Core Subject 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

Maths Edexcel 
Statistics Edexcel 

HEAD OF  
FACULTY 

Mr S Abbotts 

What will I study? The new GCSE Maths 
syllabus aims to ensure all students; 

· Become fluent 
· Reason mathematically 
· Solve problems 

Students will study Number, Algebra, Ratio, 
Geometry, Probability and Statistics. 
It is intended that students will also complete 
the GCSE Statistics course during key stage 
four. 
For both courses students are set according 
to their ability.  These groupings are regularly 
reviewed. 
  
How will I be assessed? 
GCSE Maths is by examination, one of 
which does not allow a calculator. There are 
two tiers of entry; Foundation (The new 
Grades 1-5, which are to replace grades G - 
C+) and Higher (Grades 9-4 which are to 
replace grades A*-C-). 
GCSE Statistics is currently controlled 
assessment (25%) and one examination 
(75%). Higher tier grades A* to D, and 
foundation grades C to G, still apply to 
Statistics GCSE.  
 
What will I be asked to do? 
The course builds on the skills that you have 
been developing at key stage three. The 
statistics course develops a wide range of 
techniques used when handling data.  
Where does studying this course take 
me? 
General sixth form entry requires a grade C 
(4) in mathematics to study any level 3  
courses. Some specific courses will require 
grade 5 or above. 
Grade A (7/8/9) in the higher tier course is a 
prerequisite to study AS Level Maths.  
What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course? 
A willingness to engage with lessons, to 
practise outside lessons and to learn and 
apply factual information and problem solving 
skills. 

Religious 

Studies  
Core Subject  

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr G Bowers 

What will I study? 
All students will  follow a general course in   
Religious education and  students will 
complete a formal assessment  during 
Years  10 and 11.  
 
Religious Education is open and accessible to 
all students regardless of what, if any, religious 
background they are from.  The course units 
give students the opportunity to acquire and 
develop knowledge and understanding of a 
number of topical issues from both a religious 
and non-religious viewpoint, in so doing 
broadening their knowledge and understanding 
of the world they live in.  
They will also be given the chance to respond 
to questions about life raised by religion and 
human experience.  
Students will have the opportunity to explore 
issues from a range of  areas where religion 
has had an impact.   
These include:  
 Family, the community and the individual. 
 Moral issues. 
 Relationships. 
 Global issues 
 Ultimate questions 
 Human identity.  
 Religion in the world. 
 

What will I  be asked to do? 
Discuss differing opinions and beliefs.   

Be open-minded. 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
Be open-minded and willing to consider ideas 
that may be very different to your own.  
 
Students  may also choose RE  as a full 
course GCSE option subject as one of their 
option choices.  See page 22 of this booklet for 
details. 
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Science 
2 or 3 Core 
Subjects 

GCSE AQA  

HEAD OF FACULTY Mr M Willis 

 

GCSE BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, 
PHYSICS (TRIPLE SCIENCE) 
Like combined science, they emphasise 
explaining, theorising and modelling in 
science.  Taken together they include the 
whole programme of study for KS4 science, 
enabling the statutory requirement to be met. 
The content includes all that is taught for 
combined science, as well as extension 
topics which provide a more secure base for 
the study of the corresponding GCE  A-level 
sciences. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
GCSE  
Combined Science & Single biology, 
chemistry and physics: 
There will be final examination papers which 
cover the programme of study.  These will 
have closed questions, structured questions 
and questions needing longer answers.  

What will I study? 
 
All courses at KS4 cover the key scientific 
concepts set out by the government for study 
at this level.  All GCSE courses are examined 
at the end of Year 11.   
 
Students can follow one of two routes 
through KS4 Science. The first is the 
combined science: trilogy which leads to two 
GCSE in science. The alternate route is triple 
science which leads to three separate single 
GCSE qualifications. 
 
There is no controlled assessment or 
coursework in these GCSE science 
specifications. Instead there are a number of 
set-piece practical tasks that the students 
must carry out, during the course of the two 
years of study. 
 

GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE: 
TRILOGY  
Students studying for this qualification will 
study a broad range of balanced science 
during the two years. They will study 
elements of Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
as well as supporting topics. 
 
Students will be encouraged by the 
specification and teaching to use their 
mathematical and English skills in a wide 
range of contexts. 
 
Combined science covers all aspects of a 
good science education: evaluating evidence 
and the implications of science for society; 
explaining, theorising and modelling in 
science; and procedural and technical 
knowledge of science practice. 

DON’T 
FORGET! 

VISIT THE CAREERS  
CONVENTION 

TUESDAY  
17th  JANUARY 
5.00pm - 7.30pm 

 
IN THE RBLC AND SIXTH FORM 

STUDY AREAS  
LOTS OF EMPLOYERS AND 

COLLEGES TO TALK TO! 
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Personal 

Development 
Core Subject  

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT  

 
Mr S Beckett 

 
 

What will I study? 
The programme is designed to enable students 
to access their entitlement to cross curricular 
themes: personal, social and health education 
(PSHE); sex and relationships education, 
careers, work related learning and guidance, 
citizenship, enterprise, and education for a 
sustainable environment. The PD programme 
is delivered through discreet lessons  in years 
10 and 11 and also through subjects, 
assemblies, and “special event days”.  
 

How will I be assessed? 
Student and teacher assessed.  There is no 
formal qualification gained from this course.  
 

What will I be asked to do? 
In partnership with your parents, to promote 
and develop the values, skills and knowledge, 
which assist your growth as a person, in the 
following areas: 

 Personal development  
 Relationships 
 Society and Community 
 Environment 
 Work and the Wider World 

These enable you to be informed, active and 
responsible members of local, national and 
global communities. 
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
Through realising the aims of the personal 
development course we hope that you will be 
able to take full advantage of the academic 
and pastoral curricula on offer, become active 
citizens and realise your full potential. 
At the end of your school career you will have 
built up a range of knowledge, skills and 
attributes. You will also have written a personal 
statement and CV, ready for further education 
or the world of work. 

PE Core Subject  

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Miss B Pidgen 

What will I study? 
Physical education has a major role to play in 
providing opportunities for the personal and 
social development of young people.  It is with 
these considerations in mind that the key stage 
four physical education programme has been 
designed. 
 
Throughout the two years, students are 
actively encouraged to participate in the extra 
curricular clubs and activities provided. 
 
Making informed choices about an active, 
healthy lifestyle is paramount through our KS4 
curriculum.  All students between the ages of 
5 – 16 should be accessing the 5 hour offer by 
the government. This means that students 
should be active for at least 5 hours a week.  
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
Student and teacher assessment throughout 
all the different activities offered. There is no 
formal qualification gained from this course.  

 
What will I be asked to do? 
 
 Participate fully in every lesson either as 

a performer, official or coach. (1 hour per 
week) 

 
 Bring kit to every lesson, regardless of 

whether you are taking part in the lesson 
or not.  
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The next pages give you information about  
 

THE 
Ebacc 

OPTION 
SUBJECTS 

These are subjects that you may choose 
or you will be guided to select. 

 
All students will need to select a humanity 

and a modern language. 
 

You may select more than one language or 
humanity. 
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Computer 

Science 
ICT 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

AQA 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mrs S Wallis 

What will I study? 
The course is designed to  build on your 
previous knowledge allowing you to  
• understand and apply the fundamental 
principles and concepts of computer science, 
including decomposition, logic, algorithms, and 
data representation 
• analyse problems in computational terms 
through problem solving , including designing, 
writing and debugging programs 
• understand the components that make up 
digital systems, and how they communicate 
with one  another and with other systems 
• understand the impacts of digital technology 
to the individual and to wider society 
• apply mathematical skills relevant to 
computer science. 

How will I be assessed? 
80% examinations  (2x1 hour 30 mins) 
Paper 1: Computational thinking and 
problem solving 40% 
Paper 2: Theoretical knowledge  40% 
Both papers will include a range of types of 
questions from very short to extended answers 
assessing your theoretical knowledge. 
.20% Non examined assessment 
Practical programming problem in a report: 
detailing 20 hours of NEA work 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
The course provides excellent preparation for 
study in higher education and employment in 
the field of Computer Science. 
 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
Useful skills include: strong problem solving 
skills, logical thinking, community skills 
(teamwork, group participation), mathematical 
skills, and a willingness to concentrate on 
precise details for an extended period of time. 

Geography Humanities 

EXAMINATION  
BOARD 

Edexcel  

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT  

Mrs H O’Callaghan 

What will I study? 
Students will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of geographical concepts and 
their relevance to our changing world, focusing 
on both natural and human environments, from 
local to global.  The course covers a wide 
choice of exciting, contemporary topics 
reflecting the world we live in, with great focus 
on climate change, sustainability, and the 
geographical skills that employers and higher 
education providers consider desirable. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
The course is 100% exam based.  
Unit 1 Coastal and river systems, Weather and 
extreme events, Ecosystems and biodiversity, 
Unit 2 Changing cities, Global development, 
Water resource management  
Unit 3 Fieldwork exam  
 

What will I be asked to do? 
Participate productively in all activities and 
fieldwork and develop your skills using maps, 
original data, photographs, videos & computer 
programs & textbooks.  
 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 
A level or degree level, but  Geography is also 
a flexible subject. It allows you to keep your 
options open by having strong links with both 
‘arts’ and ‘science’ based subjects.   

 

What do I really need to cope successfully 
with this course 
To be successful in this course, you need a 
genuine interest in global issues at all levels.   
You need to have a willingness to understand 
how the natural world "works" and what part 
we, as individuals, play in this global system.   
You will be expected to keep up to date with 
‘geography in the news’ and meet all work 
deadlines work set; both in class and at home.  
 



14 

History  Humanities 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

AQA 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr D Bacon 

What will I study? 

 
Unit 1: Understanding the modern world 
Section A: Period Study 
Germany 1890-1945 
Section B: Wider world depth study 
The peace settlement after WW1 and the 
causes of WW2 (198-1939) 
 
Unit 2: Shaping the nation 
Section A: Thematic study 
Britain: Health and the people 1000 to present 
day 
Section B: British depth study including the 
historic environment 
Norman England 1066-1100 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Examination — 100% 
Both units are worth 50% of the overall grade 
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
History is a highly regarded subject that will 
instil many transferable skills.  It will provide a 
sound basis for further study in various post-16 
courses. 
 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
 Interest!  You will be the one that will 

have to revise for the exams and 
complete the controlled assessment 
tasks.  

 An enquiring mind - good historians have 
a tendency to ask questions as well as 
wanting to answer them. 

 Not being afraid of written work!  Your 
final grade will come from a combination 
of the controlled assessment and exams, 
so you will have to express your ideas in 
writing. 

French/German Modern Languages 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

AQA 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mrs C Jarrold 

You may choose either French or 
German OR both  
What will I study? 
The course develops naturally from lower 
school language work, with emphasis on real 
communication as well as formal grammar.  
The aim is to achieve practical communication 
through the four skills.  The language used 
throughout is authentic and taken from 
situations relevant to a 15/16 year old.  Topic 
areas include: family and relationships, 
technology in everyday life, free-time activities, 
school, work and education, home, 
environment and social issues 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Examination. There will be final exams in 
listening (25%), speaking (25%), reading 
(25%), writing (25%).  
 

What will I be asked to do? 
In the listening and reading exams , you will 
answer a variety of types of question on what 
you have read or heard. Questions may 
include multiple choice, true or false, fill in the 
blanks etc. You will also do short translation 
activities. In the writing exam you write short 
passages in French or German ranging from  a 
few sentences to a maximum of 150 words in 
length. For the speaking exam, you will record 
a short conversation with your teacher.  
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
Studying a language to GCSE greatly 
enhances training and work potential: many 
universities look nowadays very favourably on 
a GCSE in languages. 
 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
You will need to put consistent effort into your 
work  and be prepared to use your language in 
the classroom.  
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What will I study? 
Mandarin Chinese is the most widely spoken 
language in the world and increasingly 
important in the international business world. 
Quite unlike the European languages 
students have studied at KS3, Chinese at this 
level offers relatively easy grammatical 
structures combined with the challenge of 
mastering a radically different writing system 
based on characters that represent ideas not 
sounds. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
You will take listening, reading, writing and 
speaking exams at the end of year 11. 
 

What  will I be asked to do? 
You will learn to speak and understand 
enough Mandarin Chinese for every day 
conversations.  You  will also learn to read 
and write around 800 Chinese characters. 
You will need to commit time regularly to 
learning the new vocabulary, and especially 
to learning to read and write the characters. 
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
Chinese is increasingly important in any 
business related career and could also be 
studied to degree level. 
 
What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
No previous knowledge of Chinese is 
required, but students will need to be 
determined to work hard.  Students will need 
to be well-organised and to work consistently, 
especially on homework, and develop 
speaking confidence and problem solving 
skills. 
 

This subject may be a single or double 
option and will take one or two of your 

option choices 

Mandarin 

Chinese 
Modern 

Languages 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

AQA 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mrs C Jarrold 

REMEMBER THE KEY 
DATES 

IN THE OPTIONS PROCESS! 
 

Tuesday 10
th

 January 
Options assembly 

 
 
 

Tues 17th /Weds 18th    
January 

 

Options /careers planning inputs   
 

Careers convention  5pm—7.30pm  
 
 
 

Tuesday 17
th

 January to 
Wednesday 1st  February 

Subject teacher talks about Year 10 
courses on offer (in lessons or in 

assembly) 

 
 

 
Tuesday 31st January 

Options parents’ evening—individual 
subject teacher appointments and a 

presentation by Mr Berry in the sixth form 
common room  

 
 

 

 
Wednesday 1st  February 

Thursday 9
th

 February 
Option interviews with a senior member of 
staff with discussion of draft option form 

and issue of final copy option form 
 

 
Friday 10

th
 February 

Deadline for handing in the completed 
option form to the senior member of staff 

with parental and tutor signatures 
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The next pages give 
you information 

about  

THE  
NON 

Ebacc 
GCSE 

OPTION 
SUBJECTS 
These are subjects 

that you may choose 
or you will be guided 

to select. 
 

Everyone will be able 
to choose at least one  
of these if they wish to. 

Art & Design Expressive arts 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

Edexcel 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Miss J Gosling 

What will I study? 
The GCSE course is designed to equip 
students with the skills to enjoy, produce and 
engage with the visual arts throughout their 
lives and offers a pathway towards a diverse 
choice of careers.  You will build on your 
practical skills  and explore contemporary 
and historical sources of art, craft and design.  
The course includes a visit to a London art 
gallery. 

How will I be assessed? 
Examination — 40% 
Personal Portfolio — 60% 

What will I be asked to do? 
You will create a “Personal Portfolio” 
comprising of two major units of project work.  
Your portfolio will include work in a range of 
media, including drawing, painting, print-
making, sculpture, photography and digital 
media. 
For the externally set assignment, you will 
have 8 weeks to make preparatory studies 
(including a sketchbook) and produce a final 
piece during the ten hour examination. 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
Fashion, product design, advertising, website 
design, architecture, packaging design etc. 
are real growth industries.  A level Art & 
Design or BTEC Diploma, followed by an Art  
& Design foundation course are popular 
routes. 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
You must have an aptitude for the subject, as 
drawing and painting are key aspects of the 
course.  Written research, annotation and 
analysis of other artists’ work also form part 
of each project.  Most of all you need great 
imagination and a genuine love of the subject 
to succeed.  You are expected to complete a 
minimum of 1½ hours independent study 
every week, outside of timetabled 
lessons, and have art equipment at home. 
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Business 

Studies  
Humanities 

AWARDING BODY AQA 

HEAD OF FACULTY  Mr P Cass 

THIS COURSE IS ONE OF THE GUIDED 
BUSINESS RELATED COURSES—STUDENTS 
MAY INDICATE A PREFERENCE BUT WILL 
BE ALLOCATED THE COURSE MOST 
APPROPRIATE TO PRIOR MONITORING AND 
ATTAINMENT  

What will I study? 
Business Studies looks at the issues 
concerning the setting up and operation of a 
business. Students will be given the 
opportunity to explore real business issues 
and how businesses work 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Two written papers of 1hour 45 minutes, 
each is worth 50% of final mark.  
Paper 1: Influences of operations and 
HRM on business activity 
What's assessed? 
•Business in the real world 
•Influences on business 
•Business operations 
•Human resources 
Paper 2: Influences of marketing and 
finance on business activity 
What's assessed 
•Business in the real world 
•Influences on business 
•Marketing 
•Finance 
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
Students, upon successful completion of the 
course, can progress to A level studies or 
BTEC level 3. 
 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 

An enquiring mind and interest in the world of 
business, an interest and developing 
confidence/skills in using Microsoft Office 
software (e.g. Word, Excel, Publisher).  An 
ability to take responsibility for your personal 
organisation, including time management. 

DT — Product 
Design  

Technology 

EXAMINATION  
BOARD 

EDUQAS 

HEAD OF FACULTY Mr M Gooding 

 
What will I study? 
 
The course offers you the opportunity to 
identify and solve real problems by designing 
and making products.  
You will be expected to use a range of 
materials and processes.  There are several 
graphics areas to be explored as part of this 
course, including three dimensional design 
(modelling), CAD, packaging design and two 
dimensional design. 

How will I be assessed? 
Examination — 50% 
Controlled assessment — 50% 

What will I be asked to do? 
You will need to provide a solution to a set 
problem, by completing a design folder, 
designing and making a product. As part of the 
design and make process, you will engage in 
cutting edge activities at the forefront of 
technological education. You will also 
experience stimulating and exciting projects 
which explore established and new materials 
and technologies. Through a series of mini 
projects, you will develop skills and knowledge 
required to complete a design and make task. 

  Where does studying this course 
take me? 
You’ll develop a wide range of employability 
skills including problem solving, taking 
initiative, team working, communication and 
presentations. It leads ton o an A level 
program and is relevant if you are hoping to 
progress to a career in engineering, 
architecture, interior design, product design 
and manufacturing industries. 
What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
To be successful you will need to be prepared 
to develop your skills and knowledge of 
materials, tools and processes.  You will also 
need to able to work independently to 
complete your own design solutions to a 
problem. 
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Drama Expressive arts 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

Edexcel 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mrs J Miller  

What will I study? 
The course can be divided into three 
examination units: 
Component 1: Understanding drama 
Written paper– 1 hour and 45 mins 
The written paper comprises three sections: 
A: multiple choice (4 marks) 
B: four questions on a given extract from a set 
play (46 marks) 
C: one two part question on the work of theatre 
makers in a single live theatre production (30 
marks)  
Component 2: Devising Drama (practical) 
 Process of creating drama 
 Performance of devised drama 
 Analysis and evaluation of own work 
Students will need to complete a devising log 
that details their practical devising process. 
Component 3: Texts in practice (practical) 
 Performance of two extracts from one 

play. 

How will I be assessed? 
Practical work— 60%  
Written work — 40% 

What will I be asked to do? 
You will develop creativity and imagination, 
acting, technical and design skills, along with 
evaluation and appraisal skills through the 
subject’s written component.  

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
 A Level Drama and Theatre Studies, or 

BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts.  

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
 An enjoyment of performing - if you don’t 

like acting in front of other people, this is not 
the course for you. 

 An ability to work well in a group. 
 Organisation - an acceptance of working 

outside of lesson time on practical work. 
 The ability to be supportive of your peers. 
 An understanding that the written work is 

just as important as the practical work. 

Film Studies Expressive Arts 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

WJEC 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr I Coleman 

What will I study? 
This is a new course. Students will study six 
films over the two years, including British, 
American and foreign language films. Students 
will analyse how camera work, sound and 
editing help to create genre, narrative and 
representation and how these help to attract 
audiences 
 

How will I be assessed? 
External assessment; two written examination 
papers , both 1 hour 30 minutes— 70% of the 
final mark. 
 
Non exam  assessment—30% of the final 
mark 
Students will create a two minute  extract or 
screenplay from a new film. Students will be 
expected to produce a script, source locations 
and film and edit the piece. There will also be a 
requirement to produce an evaluative analysis 
where students evaluate their production in 
relation to ‘real films’ 
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
 
A successful grade at GCSE will allow 
progression to relevant A level or BTEC  
courses post 16.  
 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
 
To succeed at GCSE film studies, students 
must have a passion for films and an interest in  
film production. Students will be taught how to 
film, integrate sound and edit using industry 
standard software. 
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Music Expressive Arts 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

OCR 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mrs S Waxman  

What will I study? 
The course is focused on experiencing and 
leaning about a wide variety of musical styles. 
It covers performing, composing and listening.  
There are opportunities to use music 
technology, such as sequencing and recording. 
There is an emphasis on practical work; this is 
to support the learning and application of 
music theory and the development of your 
listening and analysing skills.  You are strongly 
encouraged to take up the option of one to one 
tuition from peripatetic teachers which the 
school subsidises. 
You will be expected to perform regularly 
throughout the course and will also compose 
two pieces. 

How will I be assessed? 
Examination — 40% (listening exam) 
Coursework — 60% all of which is completed 
under controlled conditions. 

What will I be asked to do? 
In addition to regular performance 
opportunities during the course, you will be 
expected to give up an additional hour in the 
week (either at lunchtimes or before and after 
school) to work on your compositional 
techniques. 
You should also support at least one 
departmental run club e.g. choir, wind/jazz 
band, etc. 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
GCSE music is good preparation for further 
musical study and a solid foundation for the 
AS/A Levels in Music and Music Technology. 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
It would be beneficial to already be learning/
have learnt an instrument and a basic 
keyboard facility would be useful.  Most 
importantly, a willingness to learn about new 
styles of music and a strong passion for 
subject. 

PE 

(Full Course) 
Expressive Arts 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

AQA 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Miss B Pidgen 

What will I study? 
The full course allows students to understand 
the wider concepts of sport.  Students will 
examine areas such as: anatomy and 
physiology, exercise, training and healthy 
lifestyle in physical education and 
opportunities, pathways and participation. 
 
Students will have one practical session per 
week and cover many practical activities in 
school, including netball, football, swimming, 
athletics and trampolining. 
Students can be assessed in other practical 
activities that we cannot facilitate in school 
time such as horse riding and skiing where 
students will have to provide video evidence of 
their ability. 

How will I be assessed? 
Examination — 60%. 2 exam papers. 
Paper 1—The Human body and movement—
78 marks -30% 
Paper 2—Socio-cultural influences and well-
being—78 marks -30% 
Non-exam assessment —  30%. Students will 
take 3 practical activities from at least 2 
different activity areas. All sports are marked 
out of 25. 10 for skill & technique & 15 for how 
you apply to a game or final performance. 
Analysis to bring about improvements in 
their chosen activity—  25 marks -10% 

What will I be asked to do? 
Ensure you are appropriately equipped to take 
part in your practical lessons at all times. 
Participate in all activities provided (including 
swimming) to gain the best possible practical 
grades. 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
A Level Physical Education or 
BTEC Level 3 in Sport, Fitness and Coaching 
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Religious 

Studies  
Humanities  

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

Edexcel  

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr G Bowers 

What will I study? 
The full course in Religious studies enables 
students to undertake an in depth study and 
comparison of two separate religions—
Christianity and Islam. This will involve an 
examination of how their  beliefs and teachings 
can be applied to moral, ethical, social and 
philosophical issues. 
 
A secondary unit  on ‘Religion, Philosophy and 
Social Justice’ is studied from a Christian 
viewpoint only and comprises four specific 
units: Belief in God; Religious Experience; 
Living the Christian Life; Equality. 
 
A secondary unit on ‘Religion, Peace and 
Conflict’ is studied from a Muslim 
perspective only and comprises: Belief in Allah; 
Crime and Punishment; Living the Muslim Life; 
Peace and Conflict. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Two examinations of 1 hr. 45 mins on each of 
the separate religions  studied. 
 

What will I  be asked to do? 
Complete written homework, be prepared to do 
some background reading where necessary, 
and discuss differing ideas and beliefs. 

 
What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
Be open-minded and willing to consider ideas 
that may be very different to your own.  Be 
willing to discuss, justify and develop your 
ideas.  
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
Teaching; social work; journalism 

 

The next pages give 
you information 

about  
 
 

THE 
TECHNICAL 

AWARD 
OPTIONS 

(BTEC, WJEC, OCR 
National or AQA 

technical 
Courses)  

 
You may choose to 

select one or may be 
directed to one or two of 

these subjects.  
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Children’s play, 
learning and 

development 

Social  
Sciences 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

Edexcel  
Level 2  

 

HEAD OF FACULTY Mr P Cass 

What will I study? 
The focus of the course is on how children 
develop during their early years and how their 
development can be enhanced through learning 
and play. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Examination:1 Unit 
Coursework: 2 Units 
 
 

What will I be asked to do? 
BTEC L2 First Award in Children’s Play, 
Learning & Development [0-7 Years] 
Unit 1 = Patterns of Child Development: 
             Multiple Choice Exam (External) 
Unit 2 = Promoting Children’s Development 
             Through Play: 
              Internally Assessed Task 
Unit 3 = The Principle of Early Years Practice: 
              Internally Assessed Task 
 
 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 
By developing sector knowledge and skills 
students will be well prepared for progression to 
a level 3 academic, applied general or technical 
level qualification in early years or a related area 
such as psychology. Students might also 
consider an apprenticeship. Specific career 
pathways might include: Nursery Nursing, Early 
Years Education, Nursing. 
 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
 Genuine interest in child development 
 Creativity (not essential!) 
 Commitment to completing independent study 

outside of timetabled lessons 

BTEC Business 

First Award 
Humanities  

AWARDING BODY Edexcel 

HEAD OF FACULTY Mr P Cass 

THIS COURSE IS ONE OF THE GUIDED 
BUSINESS RELATED COURSES—STUDENTS 
MAY INDICATE A PREFERENCE BUT WILL BE 
ALLOCATED THE COURSE MOST 
APPROPRIATE TO PRIOR MONITORING AND 
ATTAINMENT  

What will I study? 
The key principles of business but with an 
emphasis on branding, promotion and 
customer service. 

How will I be assessed? 
25% of marks from a written examination. 
75% of marks from course work. 
 

What will I be asked to do? 
Unit 1:Trends and the current business 
environment impact on a business. Plan an 
idea for a new business and present a 
business model for a business start-up. 
Unit 2: Understand  the costs involved in 
business and how businesses make profit. 
Understand how business plan for success, 
measure success and identify areas for 
improvement.. 
Unit 3: Explore the use of branding and the 
promotional mix in business. Develop and 
promote a brand for a business. 
Unit 4: Understand how businesses provide 
customer service. Demonstrate customer 
service skills in different situations. 
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
Students, upon successful completion of the 
course, can progress to A level studies or 
BTEC level 3. 

 
What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 

An interest in how to set up a business. 
An ability to undertake personal research of 
real business organisations. You will need to 
work independently, meet deadlines and use 
feedback effectively to progress. 
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BTEC 

Construction  
Technology   

AWARDING BODY 
Edexcel   Level 2 

City & Guilds   Level 1  

HEAD OF 
FACULTY 

Mr M Gooding  

What will I study? 

The Construction course will prepare you to 
work in virtually any career within the 
Construction Industry and you will study a 
variety of general construction related units 
which cover the following areas: 

Health and Safety in Construction  
Exploring Brickwork and Blockwork 
Exploring Carpentry 

Your prior attainment and teacher assessment 
will be used to determine which level of 
qualification will be best for you.   

How will I be assessed? 

BTEC (Level 2) 
You will be assessed in two different ways, for 
most units, your teacher will set assignments 
for you to complete, but for unit 1 you will be 
assessed by an exam.  
City and Guilds (Level 1) 
The modules taken will require you to be 
practically assessed and provide  a written 
portfolio. 

What will I be asked to do? 

Both courses  will take the form of projects, 
where you research, plan, prepare and 
evaluate your piece of work or practical 
activity. 
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
Progression is to a higher level course in 
construction at college, which can lead on to 
work in the construction industry, buildings, 
houses, repair & maintenance. 
 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
Alongside your practical skills, you’ll need: 
Communication skills - Presenting new ideas 
and designs 
Business skills - Understanding the needs of 
the end user (client) 
This subject will count as a double option 
and will take two of your option choices 

 

BTEC 

Engineering  
Technology 

AWARDING BODY 
Edexcel 
Level 2 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr M Gooding  

What will I study? 

The BTEC First Award will allow you to study a 
variety of general engineering related units. 
There are two compulsory units 
1. The Engineered World 
2. Investigating an Engineering Product 
  
There will also be a number additional units 
and these may include elements of CAD & 
CAM, as well as some development of your 
understanding of electronics. 
Another key feature of the course will be an 
extended focus on developing your skills of  
metal work, where you will learn basic metal 
working principles and follow the design 
process through to making end products on a 
range of items. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
Portfolio assignment (75%)  and an online 
examination (25%)  
Unit 1 will be assessed by online examination. 
Unit 2 will be a portfolio investigation into an 
engineered item e.g. cycle hub, a wheel or a 
moped carburettor. 
 

What will I be asked to do? 

You will use measuring & marking out tools to 
work with metal and you will complete 
evidence for a written portfolio. 
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
Progression from the level 2 course can take 
you to a level three course and then on to a 
career in engineering at technician level or 
with a degree at the engineer/design level. 
 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
An interest in making things, an aptitude for 
using computers and a good level of 
organisation that will allow you to cope 
successfully with regular deadlines.  
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Fashion & 

Textiles 
Design Technology  

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

AQA L2 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mrs A 
Wigglesworth  

What will I study? 
This qualification  will suit those who want to 
study fashion and textiles in a hands on, 
practical way. You will learn about materials, 
techniques and processes used in the fashion 
industry. 
The three units are:  

 Materials and components 

 Processes and techniques  

 Tools and equipment.  

  

How will I be assessed? 
The course is assessed at pass, merit, 
distinction or distinction * grades.  
Unit 1 is teacher assessed (30%) , unit 2 is a 
teacher assessed project (30%) and unit 3 is 
assessed through an examination (40%)  
 

What will I be asked to do? 
Unit 1: Skills demonstration. You will carry 
out a number of bite-sized projects to 
demonstrate different fashion and textiles 
skills. Learners will produce a series of small 
made outcomes and record their work in a 
portfolio of no more than 15 pages. 
Unit 2: Extended making project .You will 
undertake an extended project in response to a 
industry style brief  you will develop skills in 
planning and development, making, testing 
and evaluation and communication. 
Unit 3: Fundamentals of fashion and 
textiles .You will study the fashion and textiles 
industry and the industrial and commercial 
processes that exist within it. You will also 
learn about materials and their properties and 
also about possible careers within the industry. 
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
The course will help you to develop the 
knowledge, skills and experience that could 
open the door to a career in the industry and 
will enable progression to a level 3 related 
course.  
 

Hospitality and 

Catering 
Technology 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

WJEC 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mrs N Mutsure  

What will I study? 
This course concentrates on the hospitality and 
catering industry. You will  examine how a 
range of providers  operate and what they have 
to take into account to be successful. You will 
have  the opportunity to learn about issues 
related to nutrition and food safety. You will 
also develop food preparation and cooking 
skills. 

How will I be assessed? 
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering 
Industry  Externally assessed with an on 
line examination that lasts 1 hour 30 minutes 
and is  40% of qualification. 
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action  
Internally assessed: Non-Examination 
Assessment: Research, prepare cook and 
present dishes. 60% of qualification 
You will  be set a task by  WJEC and will have 
to safely plan, prepare, cook and present 
nutritional dishes. 

What will I be asked to do? 

You will learn by doing lots of practical work to 
learn new skills with weekly practical lessons 
and practical competitions. 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
This qualification will help you develop the 
essential skills to move into employment, 
training and further education. You could move 
onto NVQ’s, BTEC Hospitality and  Catering 
courses, as well as the vast range of 
employment opportunities available. 
What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course 
It is essential that you are prepared to bring 
ingredients at least once a week. 
The great bonus of this course is that there is a 
strong emphasis on gaining the required skills 
and knowledge via practical work so it is great 
for anyone who wants to learn ’by doing’ 

This subject will count as a double option 
and will take two of your option choices 
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AQA Technical 

Award in sport 
Expressive Arts 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

AQA Technical 
Level 2 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Miss B Pidgen 

What will I study? 
Unit 1: Practical player performance  
Learners develop their player performance in two 
sports activities, and their ability to analyse their 
own performance and those of others. 

Unit 2: Coaching and officiating or organising 
a sports event/activity Learners can coach a sport 

of their choice. This may be a group or individual 
activity, depending on 
the needs of the learner, peer group and school or 
college. They will also have the choice of 
officiating or organising a sports event or activity. 

Unit 3: The sports industry Learners will study the 

fundamentals of the sports industry and its 
organisations, knowledge of which will be relevant 
when considering future career choices. 
 

 
How will I be assessed? 
Unit 1 is worth 60 marks and 30% of the 
course & 2 is also 60 marks and 30% of the 
course. These are both internally assessed. 
Unit 3 is externally assessed and worth 80 
marks and 40% of the course. 

 
What will I  be asked to do? 
Log books, session plans, exam paper with 
multiple choice, short answer and extended 
questions. 
 

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
BTEC Level 3 in Sport, Cambridge Technical 
in Sport, QCF/NVQ Diploma Personal training 
and Leisure management. 
 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
Motivation and consistent work across the two 
year course.  
Apply yourself to all assignments to ensure you 
get the best possible grade for the unit.   

ICT IT 

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

TLM 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mrs S Wallis 

TLM Level 2 Certificate for IT User Skills in 
Open Systems and Enterprise 

What will I study? 
There are two compulsory units, “Improving 
Productivity using IT” and “IT Security for 
Users”.  
 

How will I be Assessed? 
Throughout the course there will be a mixture 
of Coursework, E-assessment, Multiple Choice 
Examination, Practical Demonstration/
Assignment, and Written Examination. 
 

What will I be asked to do? 
Students will learn how to use common IT tools 
efficiently, safely and effectively. They will 
demonstrate competence in real practical tasks 
involving the use of text, graphics and numbers 
with an emphasis on generic principles that 
can transfer between contexts.  There is no 
other subject that would not benefit from the 
learning that this qualification provides and the 
generic knowledge and understanding needed 
for it is essential for further study in any digital 
technologies subject.  
 

Where does studying this course take 
me? 

While this qualification provides a progression 
route to the level 3 IT user and practitioner 
qualifications, it also provides a general 
education background that would be suitable 
support for the great majority of higher level 
qualifications and occupations. 
 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
The course itself is relatively straightforward, 

as if you work consistently hard to complete 

the tasks, and revise for the exams you will 

succeed. 
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Support Plus 
A guided option 
choice - staff will 
discuss with you  

HEAD OF FACULTY Mrs K Cooper 

What will I study? 
Students in Years 10 and 11 may elect to 
follow the Study Plus support option as one 
of their “free choice” options.  The study 
support option programme is designed to 
support students to achieve the best GCSE 
grades of which they are capable.  
Why will this choice be of benefit to me? 
Individual support  
Students receive individual support with 
GCSE studies, with high staff/student ratios,   
ICT access for all students every lesson and  
individualised support for learning; this allows 
for regular monitoring of progress, attainment 
and  work completion.  Additional support is 
also provided with all aspects of careers 
education and guidance, in particular, 
preparation for post 16 and work based 
training applications and the completion of 
CVs. 
Developing skills 
This option also aims to develop independent 
learning skills in preparation for post 16 
study, through the teaching of higher level 
research skills, effective study routines and 
examination techniques. 
The number of places available is limited. 
Students wishing to select this option 
must discuss this with Mrs Cooper (Head 
of Personalised Learning) before 
completing the option form. Students may 
be guided to consider the selection of this 
option. 

How will this course help me make 
my next step? 
This option will support you to develop key 
skills for success: 
 Good attendance  
 Good organisation 
 Commitment to always do your best 
 Willingness to undertake independent 

learning  
 Ability to work with others 
 Determination to succeed when faced 

with challenges 

BTEC 
Vocational 

Studies 

A guided option 
choice - staff will 
discuss with you  

EXAMINATION 
BOARD 

Edexcel 
Level 1 

HEAD OF 
DEPARTMENT 

Mr S Beckett /  
Mrs K Cooper 

What will I study? 
This course operates for a small number of 
students.  Students whom we feel would 
benefit from a more personalised vocational 
curriculum offer will be invited to apply for this 
option. 
The course aims to help students be more 
aware of the world of work and training and 
helps prepare you to meet the challenges you 
will face in the future.  You will be given the 
opportunity to pursue a vocational pathway 
alongside your GCSE subjects. 
The qualification consists of several vocational 
units and this may change depending on 
availability and interest of students selecting 
the course. 
Below are listed some examples of possible 
vocational units 
On this pathway you will be expected to study 
the required core curriculum as described.  
You will also engage in support option where 
you will be able to spend some time on extra 
study as well as developing your key skills.  

Where does studying this course 
take me? 
With regular attendance, hard work and 
commitment you will be in an advantageous 
position to progress onto a full time college  
course or an apprenticeship. 

What do I really need to cope 
successfully with this course? 
You need to have a genuine interest in 
pursuing a vocational course post 16. 
You should have a good behaviour and 
attendance record and have demonstrated that 
you can be punctual, reliable and trustworthy. 

 Animal care 
 Carpentry 
 Catering 
 Childcare  
 Hair  & Beauty 

 Horticulture  
 Hospitality 
 Leisure & Tourism 
 Textiles 


