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23 March 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Increase in Staff Absence 
 
I am writing to inform you that the number of staff absences has risen significantly in recent weeks in both our teaching 
and support areas.  These absences make it increasingly difficult to support our students in the way we would wish and 
to operate a fully staffed curriculum for all students.  
 
Whilst we continue to explore every avenue to minimise disruption including; rearranging staff meetings, utilising staff 
off timetable to cover lessons, collapsing smaller classes and securing external agency cover staff, we may soon reach 
a point where the level of absence means we are unable to assure safe levels of supervision for all students on site.  
 
This reported rise in absence is not unique to The Billericay School and I have received similar reports from a number 
of schools across our county. The availability of cover and supply staff is at a critical situation.  
 
Whilst we will continue to do all we can to ensure that every student is able to remain on site, we have been forced to 
explore a provisional plan of implementing blended learning in the event that this becomes impossible.  
 
At the point that staff absence dictates partial closure, selected Year groups will be asked to remain at home for one 
day per week. Details of which year group and which day will be communicated as early as possible. These cohorts will 
access remote learning via the Google Classroom platform for the day that they are at home should that situation arise.   
Students at home will be asked to follow their scheduled timetables and engage in tasks on Google Classroom. Where 
staffing allows, some lessons may be live but this delivery will again depend on staffing availability.  Students can find 
information on their current curriculum on our website via the following link:  

 
https://www.billericayschool.com/students/access-to-home-learning/ 

   
On behalf of the school, I would like to apologise for the disruption that this may cause but assure you that we do not 
make these decisions lightly and without first exploring all possible alternatives. As you will know, we have done all we 
can throughout these last turbulent two years to keep our students on site as far as possible.  
 
I would like to thank you in anticipation of your ongoing and much appreciated understanding. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr P Berry 
Headteacher, BA (Hons) 
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