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CHOOSING YOUR YEAR 9
OPTION

WHEN WILL I COMPLETE THIS
PROCESS?

Last
year you made your humanities and
languages choices for GCSE and chose a GCSE
course for examination at the end of year 10.
Now you have the opportunity to choose another
GCSE or vocational course for examination at the
end of Year 11. This may be the triple science
course, another language or a humanity course or
a new GCSE or vocational course.

KEY DATES
IN YOUR OPTIONS PROCESS
Week beginning 18th April
Options materials available on school website
and in year 9 Google Classroom. These
materials include the curriculum booklet, and
information about non Key stage 3 subjects
that you may wish to consider choosing.

This is the final element in your spread of
qualifications at GCSE. You should choose
carefully giving consideration to your future
career plans.

Wednesday 20th April
Options assembly
Introduction to the process
Options guidance session
With a senior member of staff.

Completing Your Option
Preference Form

Thursday 21st April
Year 9 Parents’ Evening on school cloud video
call .

A copy of this booklet, the options form that will
need to be submitted and a range of other
information and support will be available on the
school website and on the year 9 Google
classroom.
You will be given a copy of the options form in
the back of this booklet - you should complete
this before submitting your final form. You
should discuss your preferences with your
parents.

Tuesday 26th April
Subject information assemblies
Careers convention at 5pm
All year 9 should attend

Wednesday 27th April to Thursday 19th May
NON GCSE subject assemblies.
Interviews with a senior member of staff with
issue/checking of draft preference form and
issue of final copy preference form

Please note the following:
If the demand for a GCSE or Vocational
option subject is too low the course may
have to be withdrawn.
Students will be allocated one of their other
preferences.
The final option form should be completed and
returned to the school at the end of the options
process. You or your parents can use the school
options process email address to ask any
questions and to submit the form.

Friday 20th May
Deadline for submitting the completed option
form with parental signature to your senior
staff interviewer

The final form must also be signed by your
parents before it is submitted.
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Your curriculum for Year 10
Your Core subjects
(everyone must study these subjects )

GCSE English Language
(1 core subject)

GCSE English Literature
(1 core subject)

Personal Development
(core subject)
Non exam subject

GCSE Mathematics
(1 core subject)

Physical Education
(core subject)
Non exam subject

GCSE Science
(2 or 3 core subjects)

Religious Education
(core subject)
Non exam subject

First Humanity GCSE option
History
or
Geography
(You have selected this in Year 8)

First Language GCSE option
French or German
or
Chinese
(You have selected this in Year 8)

End of Year 10 Exam Option

Additional Exam Option

(You selected this in Year 8)

You will study one of these subjects during
Year 10 and 11.

GCSE courses
Drama
Film studies
Statistics
Product Design
Computer Science

(You will indicate three preferences and study one
of these subjects in years 10 and 11)

The Triple science pathway
Your second Language or Humanity
Art
Business Studies
Computer Science
Creative I media (ICT)
Dance
Drama
DT -Product Design /Textiles
Engineering
Film Studies
Financial studies
Hairdressing and Beauty
Music
Religious Studies
Statistics
Sports Studies
Support option

Vocational courses
Hospitality & Catering
Child Development
Sport Studies
Construction & the Built Environment
Creative I media (ICT)
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The options pathways
that are available to you
this year.
All students will have a further choice to make this
year.

Science

2 or 3 Core
Subjects

EXAMINATION
BOARD

AQA

HEAD OF FACULTY

Mr M Willis

The triple science and combined trilogy
science choice
What will I study?

Students will be issued with a specific pathway
option form by their senior staff interviewer.

All courses at KS4 cover the key scientific
concepts set out by the government for study at
this level. Students can follow one of two routes
through KS4 Science. The first is the combined
science: trilogy which leads to two GCSE in
science. The alternate route is triple science
which leads to three separate single GCSE
qualifications.
In both courses there are a number of set-piece
practical tasks that students must carry out
which will be assessed in the final exam papers.

If you decide to continue with two languages, two
humanities or are selected for the triple science
course you do not need to select another option.
(You will need to discuss with your senior staff
interviewer if you would prefer to select one of the
options below as well)
You may be allocated to the purple pathway. This
is an Ebacc pathway. This pathway offers you the
option to select triple science as your additional
option next year. There are up to 60 places available
for students to study triple science. Depending upon
your other preferences you may also be able to
study one of the options below.

GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE: TRILOGY
Students will study elements of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics as well as supporting
topics. Students will be encouraged by the
specification and teaching to use their
mathematical and English skills in a wide range of
contexts. Combined Science covers all aspects of
a good science education: evaluating evidence
and the implications of science for society;
explaining, theorising and modelling.

You may be allocated to the blue pathway. This is
an Ebacc recommended pathway. This pathway will
allow you select another exam preference and to
continue with your language and humanity courses.
In some cases you may be allocated another
examination course in place of your language or
humanity option. This will be a guided preference.

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS (TRIPLE
SCIENCE)
This course includes all of the Combined Science
content , as well as extension topics which
provide a more secure base for the study of the
corresponding GCE A-level sciences.

You may be allocated to the green pathway. This is
a non Ebacc pathway. This pathway will have been
selected for you by personalised learning and you
will have been guided to choose a support option or
another guided option choice in place of your
language or humanity.

How will I be assessed?
Students sit six exam papers which cover the
course at the end of year 11. The course is 100%
examination,
The triple science course is recommended for
those students who are interested in and curious
about the sciences and are willing to work hard.
Students allocated to the purple pathway should
give serious consideration to this as their future
pathway
5

The next pages give you
information about

Art & Design

GCSE

EXAMINATION
BOARD

AQA

HEAD OF
DEPARTMENT

THE
YEAR 10 & 11
OPTION
SUBJECTS:

Ms J Gosling

What will I study?
The GCSE course is designed to equip students
with the skills to enjoy, produce and engage with
the visual arts throughout their lives and offers a
pathway towards a diverse choice of careers.
You will build on your practical skills and explore
contemporary and historical sources of art, craft
and design. The course includes a visit to a
London art gallery. You may study this course
through the medium of textiles.

You will prepare to sit this
qualification at the end of
year 11
You will select three
preferences from these
subjects and will be
allocated one of them.

How will I be assessed?
Examination — 40%
Personal Portfolio — 60%

What will I be asked to do?
You will create a “Personal Portfolio” comprising
your best project work. Your portfolio will
include work in a range of media, including
drawing, painting, print-making, sculpture,
photography and digital media; or design work
and textiles if this option is chosen.

Where does studying this course take
me?
Fashion, product design, advertising, website
design, architecture, packaging design etc. are
real growth industries. A level Art & Design or
BTEC Diploma, followed by an Art & Design
foundation course are popular routes.

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?

These are GCSE or
Vocational awards.

You must have an aptitude for the subject, as
drawing and painting are key aspects of the
course.
Written research, annotation and
analysis of other artists’ work also form part of
each project. Most of all you need great
imagination and a genuine love of the subject to
succeed. You are expected to complete a
minimum of 1½ hours independent study every
week, outside of timetabled lessons, and have
art equipment at home.
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Business Studies

GCSE

Computer
Computer
Science
Science

Computer
Science
GCSE

EXAMINATION BOARD

Edexcel

EXAMINATION
BOARDBOARD
EXAMINATION

AQA
AQA

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

Mr B Keys

HEAD OF
DEPARTMENT
HEAD
OF DEPARTMENT

Mrs S Wallis
Mr A Halstead

What will I study?

What will I study?

Business Studies looks at the issues concerning
the setting up and operation of a business. The
GCSE course allows the opportunity to explore
real business issues and how businesses work.

The course is designed to build on your previous
knowledge allowing you to
• understand and apply the fundamental principles
and concepts of computer science, including
decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data
representation
• analyse problems in computational terms
through problem solving , including designing,
writing and debugging programs
• understand the components that make up digital
systems, and how they communicate with one
another and with other systems
• understand the impacts of digital technology to
the individual and to wider society
• apply mathematical skills relevant to computer
science.

How will I be assessed?
The GCSE course is 100% examination and
explores elements such as:
● Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship
● Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity
● Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice
● Topic 1.4 Making the business effective
● Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on
business

How will I be assessed?

Paper 2: Building a business
● Topic 2.1 Growing the business
● Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions
● Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions
● Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions
● Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions

100% examinations (Paper 1—2 hours, Paper 2—
1 hour 45 minutes)
Paper
1:
Computational
thinking
and
programming skills 50% with written programming
in the paper.
Paper 2: Computing Concepts 50% a mix of
multiple choice, short answer, long answer and
SQL programming questions.

Where does studying this course take
me?

Where does studying this course take me?

Students, upon successful completion of the
course, can progress to A level studies or
Vocational level 3.

The course provides excellent preparation for
study in higher education and employment in the
field of Computer Science.

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?

An enquiring mind and interest in the world of
business, an interest and developing confidence/
skills in using Microsoft Office software (e.g.
Word, Excel, Publisher). An ability to take
responsibility for your personal organisation,
including time management.

Useful skills include: strong mathematical skills,
strong problem solving skills, logical thinking, and a
willingness to concentrate on precise details for an
extended period of time.
This subject is a guided option choice—students
must have strong prior attainment in maths and
science to access this course
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Creative i-Media

L2 vocational

EXAMINATION BOARD

OCR

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

Mr R Cajee

Dance

GCSE

EXAMINATION BOARD

AQA

HEAD OF
DEPARTMENT

Mr T Redwood

What will I study?

What will I study?

There are three units to be completed, two
compulsory: “RO93: Creative iMedia in Industry”
and “RO94: Visual Identity and Digital Graphics”,
and one other optional unit. Both compulsory units
are worth 40% and the optional unit is worth 20%.

You will study a range of dance styles which
acknowledge aspects of the repertoire of dance
that can be seen in the UK today. These six
professional dance works have been selected
specifically to provide a mix of artistic, cultural and
aesthetically diverse experiences. You will learn
about established and emerging choreographers,
types of performance environment, inclusive dance
and different fusions of dance that differ in
numbers and combinations.

How will I be Assessed?
“RO93: Creative iMedia in Industry” is a 1 hour 30
minute written examination. The other units are
set by OCR, administered and marked by your
teachers.

How will I be assessed?
40% theory exam worth 80 marks. This will assess
your knowledge and understanding of
choreographic processes and performing skills,
critical appreciation of your own work and that of
professional works.
60% practical; 30% performance, 30%
choreography.

What will I be asked to do?
“RO93: Creative iMedia in Industry” will enable
learners to understand pre-production skills used in
the creative and digital media sector. It will develop
their understanding of the client brief, time frames,
deadlines and preparation techniques that form
part of the planning and creation process. The
further units will provide students with the
opportunity to research, plan, create and evaluate
a media product.

What will I be asked to do?
There will be a large percentage of practical dance,
so you must be committed to participation. You
will look at six professional works through dance
anthology to help develop your own creativity.

Where does studying this course take me?
The course will assess the application of creative
media skills through their practical use. They will
provide learners with essential knowledge,
transferable skills and tools to improve their
learning in other subjects with the aims of
enhancing their employability when they leave
education, contributing to their personal
development and future economic wellbeing. The
qualifications will encourage independence,
creativity and awareness of the digital media
sector.

Where does studying this course take me?
A level Dance, Performing Arts

What do I really need to cope with this
course successfully?
Motivation to learn and participate in your own
and others’ performances. It is vital that you are
prepared to be watched and/or filmed performing.
Good organisation skills and the ability to meet
deadlines. Previous experience of Dance would be
useful for your practical and choreography skills.
This qualifications is designed to build on the
experience you already have.

What do I really need to cope successfully with
this course?
The course itself is relatively straightforward, if you
work consistently hard to complete the tasks, and
revise for the exam you will succeed.
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Drama

GCSE

DT — Product
Design

GCSE (Product Design or
Textiles Pathway)

EXAMINATION BOARD

AQA

EXAMINATION
BOARD

WJEC EDUQAS

HEAD OF
DEPARTMENT

Mr A Atuheire

HEAD OF
DEPARTMENT

Mrs J Miller

What will I study?

What will I study?

The course can be divided into three examination
units:
Component 1: Understanding drama
Written paper– 1 hour and 45 mins
The written paper comprises three sections:
A: multiple choice (4 marks)
B: four questions on a given extract from a set play
(46 marks)
C: one two part question on the work of theatre
makers in a single live theatre production (30
marks)
Component 2: Devising Drama (practical)

Process of creating drama

Performance of devised drama

Analysis and evaluation of own work
Students will need to complete a devising log that
details their practical devising process.
Component 3: Texts in practice (practical)

Performance of two extracts from one play.

This course offers students an opportunity to identify
and solve real problems by designing and making
products. Students will be taught technical
principles, materials as well as designing and making
principles. Students will be complete an NEA (Non
Examined Assessment) and may choose to focus
their set brief on creating a Product Design or a
Textiles based product. Please indicate your
preference on the option preference form.
You will have examination guidance lessons to
enable you understand the structure, and style of
the written exam. These lessons will help you unlock
exam questions.

How will I be assessed?
Written Examination — 50% of the qualification.
NEA – Non Examined Assessment 50% of the
qualification.

How will I be assessed?
Practical work— 60%
Written work — 40%

What will I be asked to do?
You will need to provide evidence of;
• A final design brief developed following a thorough
analysis/research into a range of problems.
• Design portfolios
• A final high quality prototype (or prototypes) based
on the brief (this may be product design or textiles
based)

What will I be asked to do?
You will develop creativity and imagination, acting,
technical and design skills, along with evaluation
and appraisal skills through the subject’s written
component.

Where does studying this course take me?


A Level Drama and Theatre Studies, or BTEC
Level 3 Performing Arts.

Where does studying this course take me?

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?







You’ll develop a wide range of employability skills. It
leads to a GCE A Level DT and progression to a career
in engineering, architecture, interior design, product
design and manufacturing industries.

An enjoyment of performing - if you don’t like
acting in front of other people, this is not the
course for you.
An ability to work well in a group.
Organisation - an acceptance of working
outside of lesson time on practical work.
The ability to be supportive of your peers.
An understanding that the written work is just
as important as the practical work.

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?
You will need to be prepared to develop your skills
and knowledge of materials, tools and processes.
You will also need to able to work independently to
complete your own design solutions to a problem.
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Engineering

L2 vocational

Film Studies

GCSE

AWARDING BODY

Cambridge National

EXAMINATION BOARD

EDUQAS

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

Mr M Willis

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

Mr I Coleman

What will I study?

What will I study?

This is a new course. Students will study six films
over the two years, including British, American and
foreign language films. Students will analyse how
camera work, sound and editing help to create
genre, narrative and representation and how these
help to attract audiences

A variety of general engineering design related
units.
There are four units
1. R105: Design briefs, design specifications and
user requirements
2. R106: Product analysis and research
3. R107: Developing and presenting engineering
designs
4. R108: 3D design realisation.

How will I be assessed?
External assessment; two written examination
papers , both 1 hour 30 minutes— 70% of the final
mark.

How will I be assessed?
Portfolio assignment (75%) and an examination
(25%)
Unit R105 will be assessed by an external
examination.
Units R106-108 are assessed assignments where
learners build a portfolio of work.

Non exam assessment—30% of the final mark
Students will create a two minute extract or
screenplay from a new film. Students will be
expected to produce a script, source locations and
film and edit the piece. There will also be a
requirement to produce an evaluative analysis
where students evaluate their production in
relation to ‘real films’

What will I be asked to do?
The course is studied as a mix of theory lessons
and practical. Students study the concepts behind
Engineering design as well as develop their
drawing skills progressing eventually to realising
some designs in CAD. Students take apart existing
products and study them for their design and
usability. Finally, students make a prototype from
an existing design.

Where does studying this course take me?
A successful grade at GCSE will allow progression to
relevant A level or BTEC courses post 16.

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?

Where does studying this course take me?
Previous students have gone on to study our Level
3 Engineering CTEC course and from there to
apprenticeships with companies such as Ford.
Others have continued to University and
Engineering degrees.

To succeed at GCSE film studies, students must
have a passion for films and an interest in film
production. Students will be taught how to film,
integrate sound and edit using industry standard
software.

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?
Engineers have curiosity, they like to take things
apart to find out how they work. Engineers like to
design and to find creative solutions to interesting
problems. A good level of organisation helps as
you will need to cope successfully with regular
deadlines.
10

Financial studies

L2 Vocational

EXAMINATION BOARD

LIBF

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

Mr B Keys

What will I study?

Hair & Beauty

L2 Vocational

AWARDING BODY

City & Guilds

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT

Miss B Pidgen

What will I study?

This is for learners who want to find out more
about the financial services sector. You will look at
financial services, financial products and finance in
business. This course allows you to apply financial
sector-specific knowledge to real-life scenarios.
This includes; careers in finance, Governance,
financial choices, savings and investments,
borrowing products, fundamentals in banking,
recent technological developments and global
issues affecting UK financial services providers.

You will study how hair and beauty has developed
from ancient times to the present day and develop
hair styling, make-up and manicure technical skills to
produce your own photographic image. You will
explore ethics of product testing, effects of
ingredients on hair and skin and how disorders of
the hair and skin can impact services.

How will I be assessed?
40% theory exam. Shorter questions and extended
response questions to show breadth of knowledge
and understanding.
60% synoptic assessment drawing together the
learning from across the qualification to plan and
create your own design image using your technical
hair and beauty skills. Grades are Pass/Merit/
Distinction/Distinction*

How will I be assessed?
Units 1 (Finance for the Individual) and 2 (Finance
in Business) are evaluated by Non-exam
Assessment (25% each). You will apply knowledge
and skills to a ‘real-life’ scenario and provide
financial solutions to those situations. Unit 3
(Financial Services Sector) is evaluated by
Examination (50%)

What will I be asked to do?

What will I be asked to do?

There Is a lot of theory based learning for this course
to ensure you have the knowledge of key features
and developments of the hair and beauty industry;
There is also a heavy Science based element
(Chemistry and Biology) and how it relates to the
hair and beauty industry. The practical elements will
require you to be a practice model for others at
times and fully involve yourself in working with
others.

You will develop knowledge and understanding of
the sector. You will write written reports, answer
short and extended exam questions.

Where does studying this course take me?
Study Level 3 qualifications such as the LIBF
applied general qualification in Financial Studies
as a route into higher education or to enter
employment or apprenticeships;
Gain a broader financial understanding to
support A level study in Business Studies and
Economics.

Where does studying this course take me?
Further study such as A levels, sector specific
courses within City & Guilds or similar providers,
apprenticeships in the sector.

What do I really need to cope with this
course successfully?

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?

No previous knowledge of finance is required. You
will need to apply yourself both in class and in any
research or homework tasks. You should be
someone who is well-organised and has an
interest in the Financial sector and how it is linked
with business in the UK.

You need to work independently on research and
creative ideas and as part of a team, reflective of
industry practices. You must understand the
importance of the theory aspect of this course. You
must be fully involved in the practical elements.
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Music

GCSE

Religious Studies

GCSE

EXAMINATION BOARD

OCR

EXAMINATION BOARD

Edexcel

HEAD OF
DEPARTMENT

Mrs S Waxman

HEAD OF
DEPARTMENT

Mr G Bowers

What will I study?

What will I study?

The course is focused on experiencing and leaning
about a wide variety of musical styles. It covers
performing, composing and listening. There are
opportunities to use music technology, such as
sequencing and recording. There is an emphasis on
practical work; this is to support the learning and
application of music theory and the development
of your listening and analysing skills. You are
strongly encouraged to take up the option of one
to one tuition from peripatetic teachers which the
school subsidises.
You will be expected to perform regularly
throughout the course and will also compose two
pieces.

The full course in Religious studies enables
students to undertake an in depth study and
comparison of two separate religions—Christianity
and Islam. This will involve an examination of
how their beliefs and teachings can be applied to
moral, ethical, social and philosophical issues.
The study of Christianity is comprised of four units:
Christian beliefs; Marriage and the family; Living
the Christian life; Matters of life and death.
The study of Islam is comprised of four units:
Muslim beliefs; Crime and punishment; Living the
Muslim life; Peace and conflict.

How will I be assessed?
Examination — 40% (listening exam)
Coursework — 60% all of which is completed
under controlled conditions.

How will I be assessed?
Two examinations of 1 hour 45 minutes on each of
the separate religions studied.

What will I be asked to do?
In addition to regular performance opportunities
during the course, you will be expected to give up
an additional hour in the week (either at
lunchtimes or before and after school) to work on
your compositional techniques.
You should also support at least one departmental
run club e.g. choir, wind/jazz band, etc.

What will I be asked to do?
Complete written homework, be prepared to do
some background reading where necessary, and
discuss differing ideas and beliefs.

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?

Where does studying this course take me?
GCSE music is good preparation for further musical
study and a solid foundation for the AS/A Levels in
Music and Music Technology.

Be open-minded and willing to consider ideas that
may be very different to your own. Be willing to
discuss, justify and develop your ideas.

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?

Where does studying this course take me?
Broad opportunity to apply your knowledge and
understanding within a variety of careers, including
teaching, medicine, social service, law, journalism,
international business, diplomacy, and, of course,
religious professions of various kinds.

You should already be learning/have learnt an
instrument and a basic keyboard facility would be
useful. Most importantly, a willingness to learn
about new styles of music and a strong passion for
subject.

12

OCR National in
Sports Studies

L2 Vocational

EXAMINATION BOARD

OCR

HEAD OF
DEPARTMENT

Mr T Redwood

Statistics

GCSE

EXAMINATION BOARD

Edexcel

HEAD OF
DEPARTMENT

Mr J Payne

What will I study?

What will I study?

The new GCSE Statistics syllabus aims to ensure all
students have a thorough understanding of
statistical analysis, representation, techniques and
sampling. You will extend your understanding of
probability and learn some techniques beyond
GCSE Mathematics.

Contemporary Issues in Sport. This looks at drugs,
NGBs, barriers to participation, hosting major
sports events
Developing Sports Skills- 1 team sport, 1
individual sport, officiating and analysis of
performance
Sports Leaders—students will plan, deliver and
evaluate a sports activity session
Sport and the Media—This looks at positive and
negative effects of the media and sport.

How will I be assessed?
Two written exam papers of 1 hour 45 mins each.
There are some multiple choice some short answer
and an extended answer question which assesses
students
understanding
of
a
statistical
investigation.

How will I be assessed?

What will I be asked to do?

25% examination. 75% coursework portfolio

Draw and interpret charts, choose and apply
sampling strategies, solve probability problems,
analyse and evaluate the results of statistical
investigations. You will be asked to learn about and
deal with large data sets.

What will I be asked to do?
Assignments that will go towards their internally
assessed total. An exam paper with multiple
choice, short answer and extended questions.

Where does studying this course take me?

Where does studying this course take me?

Given the increased Mathematical and Statistical
assessment objectives in many other GCSE and A
Level subjects, this GCSE forms a platform for
success in other curriculum areas as well as being a
sought-after qualification in itself. The specification
references how this qualification will help long
term for students looking to study Mathematics,
Biology, Psychology, Geography, Business and
Economics. There is some overlap with statistics
elements of the GCSE Mathematics, which is
helpful for revision.

BTEC Level 3 in Sport, Cambridge Technical in
Sport, QCF/NVQ Diploma Personal training and
Leisure management.

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?
Motivation and consistent work across the two
year course.
Apply yourself to all assignments to ensure you get
the best possible grade for each unit.

What do I really need to cope successfully
with this course?
A willingness to engage with lessons, to practise
outside lessons and to learn and apply factual
information. You need to enjoy and appreciate
Maths or Data to get the most out of this course.
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