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January 2023 

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

 
Year 7: Students First Term at The Billericay School 

 
It has been just over a term since we welcomed our Year 7 students to The Billericay School and I am delighted to 
let you know how well they have settled in.  They have had a great start to the year and quickly become part of our 
school community. 

 
Whilst moving from primary to secondary school is a very exciting and positive experience, we understand that it is 
a big step up to the next important phase during a child’s education. There are so many new things to learn and we 
are very proud of the way in which our Year 7 cohort have quickly adapted to their new surroundings and changes.  
I speak with students every day to see how they are feeling and what we need to do to improve our school for 
them. During recent assemblies we were able to answer some of their questions relating to behaviour, school 
systems and rewards and share with them the opportunities they will have this year. Student feedback is very 
important to us and I would like to provide you with an update of the action we have taken so far, and what is 
coming up during the Spring and Summer terms. 

 
Year 7 Student Feedback Forums: All Year 7 students have been invited to join some new ‘Student Voice’ forums 
which we have created just for them.  Student Voice is a collaboration between students and staff, and the groups 
meet to discuss various topics. I will work with our teams to reflect on and action their feedback and this will be 
shared with you.  
 
Transition from Primary to Secondary: Students will shortly be able to complete a ‘Settling in Survey’. 

 
Year 7 Parent/Carer Forum and Feedback Survey: We would like to invite you to join our Year 7 Parent/Carer 
Forum which will provide you with the opportunity to meet termly with either Mr Berry, Headteacher, or me to 
discuss your views and share updates about the school. Please email the school at info@billericayschool.com if you 
wish to join. 

 
Your views are very important to us and we will soon be sending Year 7 parents/carers a link to a short feedback 
survey.  We would be most grateful if you could please take a few minutes to complete this. 

 
Rewards and Recognition: Many staff have commented on the good progress and behaviour in Year 7, and it has 
been wonderful to see so many students participating in lessons and clubs, making new friends and gaining 
confidence. Students are embracing the opportunity to earn reward points and it was fantastic to see them taking 
part in their first ‘Honours’ assembly for their House group in December, with many students receiving certificates 
for their effort, enthusiasm and achievement in a range of subjects.  
 
We have seen more students than ever in Year 7 be nominated for Hero postcards, Honours certificates and 
representing our School as Sports Ambassadors.  We have also seen some Year 7s starting to earn subject scholar 
badges. If your child has already earnt one of these for a subject this is testament to an incredibly fantastic work 
ethic or dedication to a subject. 
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Uniform and Equipment: Year 7s quickly adapted to the introduction of our expectations card, which was bought 
in to support students in being prepared for learning and we thank you for your support in ensuring they have the 
correct uniform and equipment in their bags.  We appreciate that not all students find this easy and we would 
encourage those that are struggling with any aspect of organisation, or any other matter, to speak to their Form 
Tutor or Pastoral Support Assistant so that we may offer help and support. 

 
Stairs and corridors: Some students told us that they feel that some stairs and corridors can feel a little 
overwhelming. It is natural for students coming from a smaller primary school to a much bigger secondary school 
with large groups of students moving between buildings, along corridors and up and down often busy, bustling 
stairways to feel this way. To combat this, we have this term increased duty staff at key points in the school at social 
times and lesson changeovers.  From this week we have also placed staff at the bottom and middle of C Block stairs 
to support and ensure a calm lesson transition. 

 
Toilets: We have also increased senior staff patrols of toilets and brought in a new rule of no more than one student 
in a cubicle at once. We are aware, like all schools, that a small minority of students will try and use our toilets for 
antisocial behaviour, including vaping.  We take this very seriously and are looking at vape detectors for cubicles, 
and a brand new CCTV system to ensure wider coverage of our buildings. 

 
Adventure Programme: Students in Year 7 have priority access to many of our new Adventure Programme trips. 
This includes Kingswood (for which applications have now closed), climbing Mount Snowdon (opens this week), 
Iceland and Canada (coming soon). Many of our Year 7s have volunteered as Adventure Leaders and will be meeting 
soon to plan an Adventure Day for Year 5s and then an Adventure Day for themselves! 

 
Year 7 Passport: This week all Year 7s will receive their Year 7 Passport. Please have a look through it with them 
and encourage them to fill this out at any time across the year. There will be a prize giving at the end of the year 
for which will link in with activities around resilience, challenge and cultural achievement (all wrapped up in the 
Passport), as much as academic (progress and effort), sporting, reading (Accelerated Reader) and mathematics 
(Sparx) Awards. 

 
Come and see us in action: Finally, we are looking to create three opportunities for you to come and visit our school. 
Following lockdown and our Parent/Carer Evenings now being held virtually we are mindful that we want to open 
our doors more often so you may see the school in everyday action should you wish. 
 
There will be an Open Day for Year 7 parent/carers, where you will be able to book a tour of the school with your 
child as your guide.  This will give you the opportunity to see the school in action as it is every day and for your child 
to show you around now that they know it so well, and doubtless visit their favourite spots in our school!  
 
There will also be an opportunity for you to attend our Year 7 Progress and Opportunities Evening whereby we will 
talk you through some more ‘secondary school’ academic issues, how to study, how best to progress and talk you 
through our KS3 Curriculum, Enrichment and Adventure Programme. 
 
Finally, there will be the ‘Year 7 plus 1’ (1 adult of their choosing!) Great Billericay British Bake Off Competition, all 
entries welcome, this will mean cooking a Showstopper Challenge in the school day with them-I have yet to find a 
suitable judge (anyone with a contact for Mary Berry or a local chef most welcome!) 

 
We are very much looking forward to continuing to work in partnership with you. Our vision is to be a Centre of 
Excellence both locally and nationally and as such we strive toward delivering this for all students.  We are dedicated 
to ensuring that the time ahead will be exciting, happy and successful for each and every child.  I ask that you 
continue to give feedback to us, it’s wonderful to be able to share with wider staff or specific staff when we receive 
positive feedback. And naturally we are open to listening to ways in which we can continue to develop and support 
your child. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Ms J Ingate 
Deputy Headteacher 


