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10 February 2023 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
We know that reading for pleasure can make a positive difference to students' attitude to reading and their achievement. 
Reading is a vital skill that not only enhances language proficiency but also helps to develop critical thinking, expand 
knowledge and has been shown to improve academic performance across a range of subjects. Reading is essential today 
as students are required to process and analyse vast amounts of information. By encouraging your children to read 
regularly you can help them to achieve academic success.  
 
Additionally, and of equal importance, reading is a wonderful pastime and can broaden horizons. Encouraging children 
to read books from various genres, such as non-fiction, fiction and biographies can broaden their perspectives and is a 
great way to foster a love for reading.  
 
As a school we strongly believe that reading is a crucial part of your child’s education. In order to support their 
engagement and enjoyment of reading the Billericay School already ensures that: 
 

• Each child in Years 7, 8 and 9 has a dedicated reading lesson once per fortnight where they select a book and 
then complete quizzes on the Accelerated Reader Programme.  

• Students can borrow a wide variety of books and magazines in the school library. 
• Each subject offers opportunities to develop academic reading and expose students to a wide variety of authors 

and genres. 
• We celebrate World Book Day each day with a series of activities in school. 

 
With that in mind, I am writing to you about a new reading initiative. I am thrilled to announce that we will be launching 
a new form time reading programme from Monday 6th March 2023. Every Tuesday during form time, students will have 
the opportunity to read for 15 minutes in a quiet environment. The purpose of this programme is to encourage and foster 
a love for reading and the opportunity to explore texts with their peers. Students will need to have a reading book with 
them every day and to use in their form period on a Tuesday. They should already have a book that they have borrowed 
as part of the Accelerated Reader programme. However, we would also encourage students to bring in other books they 
enjoy if they wish to. Students should have their book with them from Monday 6th March, this will be an expected 
piece of their equipment and checked via the expectation card. 
 
There are many ways that you can support your children to develop a love of reading. Please encourage them to have 
their book with them every day and discuss the books that they are reading with whenever you have an opportunity. 
Additionally, visiting your local library and allowing your child to select books is another excellent way to foster an interest 
in reading.  
 
I would like to thank you for your support with this initiative and I look forward to the positive impact that this programme 
will have on our students. If you have any questions about reading, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mrs L Goodyear 
Assistant Headteacher 


