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20 February 2023 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I am writing to you to give you an overview of the next few months for our Year 10 students. This is normally the 
time of year when a students' focus starts to turn towards their first full set of PPE’s (mock exams in the old days!) 
which will take place in May. Your child will receive their full Year 10 PPE results in the week commencing 12 June. 
This forms the basis of their final Year of study and GCSE examinations in Year 11, it also informs setting for Year 11 
and consequent curriculum adaptions if needed. 
 
You may have noticed that last summer we had a stunning set of exam results for Year 11 and Sixth Form students, 
in fact these were our best ever results across almost every subject and measure! This is without doubt a testament 
to the hard work of our students, staff and our partnership with parent/carers at home. Our Curriculum Leaders 
have worked incredibly hard to build a knowledge curriculum not only with depth and breadth, but also one that 
forensically looks at examination skills. Success at GCSE is about practising the application of knowledge in the right 
way on exam papers and excelling at coursework elements. 
 
As part of our mission to create a Centre of Excellence for our community, we are working hard to ensure the 
advice, support and guidance we give parents/carers covers everything you need to know.  
 
‘Being Successful in Year 10’ Parent/Carer Progress evening 
On Tuesday, 14 March, we will be hosting an event in our Main School Hall and would like to invite parents/carers 
and students to join us for a presentation based on academic success and achievement.  
 
The presentation starts promptly at 6.00pm and is expected to last approximately one hour.  Tea and coffee will be 
served from 5.30pm should you wish to arrive earlier to meet some of our Senior Team and Prefects.  
 
Evening overview: 

• Welcome (Ms Ingate, Deputy Headteacher)  

• Year 10 curriculum and the journey beyond (Mr Mills, Assistant Headteacher: Curriculum) 

• Exams, how they work and how you can support (Mrs Gibbs, Exams Officer) 

• Achievement and progress at KS4 (Mr Pead, Assistant Headteacher: Assessment & Outcomes) 

• Habits of excellence: Supporting success in Year 10 (Mrs Goodyear, Assistant Headteacher: Teaching &  
            Learning) 

• Opportunities in KS4 and student wellbeing  (Miss Carton, Head of Newton House)  
 
There are limited tickets for the evening due to our hall capacity so we urge you to book swiftly. Due to expected 
demand tickets will be issued on a first come, first served basis.  
 
Please ensure that when booking you reserve a place for every attendee. 
Tickets can be booked via EventBrite by selecting the following link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/being-
successful-in-year-10-parentcarer-progress-evening-tickets-556666704097 
 
We look forward to welcoming you.   
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How is my child doing/What do the numbers mean? 
Your child will receive a grade in the form of a number. A standard pass is a grade 4 and a strong pass is a grade 5 
(both the equivalent of an old grade C). Most colleges and Sixth Forms will want 4/5s as a minimum and the majority 
of A Level courses will require grade 5s or 6s whilst some, for example Further Maths, will require grade 7s. 
 
My child doesn't know what they want to do career-wise 
This isn't unusual, don’t worry! If you would like us to book your child a careers appointment with one of our 
independent advisors, please email the school at: year10workexperience@billericayschool.com 
We find it is helpful for students to start to have a route forward in mind as this can really help them to engage 
and work hard.  
 
Revision materials and skills 
Every Faculty and Subject has a suggested Revision Pack or materials, most are given out as part of our curriculum 
or available through google drive links. Where we recommend external revision books these are communicated to 
students and most often are available to order on Parent Pay and pick up in departments. If your child still does not 
have these for their subjects it is important that they do so. If you are in receipt of Free School Meals we supply 
these so do let me know if you need support. Each subject will teach revision skills in their own way, there is no 
‘one size fits all’ approach. However, we do teach all Year 11 students how to revise, including how to make revision 
timetables and look after themselves both physically and mentally through our Personal Development Programme.  
 
I’ve a subject question who do I speak to? 
Our staff would be delighted to offer some specific advice and guidance and can be contacted at: 
info@billericayschool.com  
 

Heads of English: Mrs Hartie or Mrs Gunn 

Head of Maths: Mr Payne 

Head of Science: Mr Willis 

Head of Humanities (History & Geography): Mr Cass  

Creative Arts (Art, Drama, Music, D&T, Textiles): Mrs Goodyear 

Head of Vocational: Miss Pidgen  

 
Thank you for your time in reading this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about 
your child's progress in Year 10. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Ms J Ingate 
Deputy Headteacher  
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