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24 February 2023 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Standards and Culture 
 
I am writing to you to address some of the issues raised recently by parents and students. We genuinely value your input 
and would like to assure you that we are listening to it. We have certainly, like all schools, faced some challenges since 
we returned in September, with all students fully back to school.  
 
The pandemic inevitably affected all schools in ways we could not possibly predict. Our push on behaviour and standards 
looked to address some of the issues we saw arising and has been very well received by students; they can see the impact 
it has had on all aspects of school.  We are aware our standards and expectations may be higher than some schools but 
we pride ourselves on this. Our intention is clear, teachers must be able to teach uninterrupted by issues of poor 
behaviour, addressing incorrect uniform or lack of equipment, so that all students can learn and everyone can be safe 
and successful in our school.  
 
Last half term, I met with all year groups through student forums, student voice and academic student surveys. I wanted 
to gather their honest thoughts and feedback on a range of school issues to gauge how they thought we are doing and 
dovetail this with parent/carer feedback. 
 
The issue I would like to address imminently is regarding toilets, student spaces and student conduct in social times. We 
are in the process of changing our provision but, as I am sure you can appreciate, this has taken some time and included 
a fair amount of building, planning, staffing and logistics work over half term to allow this to happen.  
 
Year 7 Rezoning 
 
Year 7 will now have their own dedicated social zones at break and lunchtime within A Block. This area will include: 
 

• Designated toilets (Girls and Boys toilets)  
• A Block Quad playground space  
• Designated Benches and common areas  
• A Block Quad Food servery  

 
In addition, we will open 3 classrooms for Year 7 to access at lunchtime, these will be A2, A25 & A26. One of these will 
be a quiet study space where our Prefects can help with homework and the remaining two classrooms will be quiet 
social spaces. All rooms will be supervised by our Prefects. 
 
Older students will not be permitted in these areas during break and lunchtime.  

 
Year 7 students can also continue to access the library for quiet study and will have full access to the 3G pitch for 
football. 
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Year 8 Rezoning 
 
Year 8 students will now have their own dedicated social zone at break and lunchtime; A Block playground,  E/D Block 
Playground and F block inside corridor spaces. This will include: 
 

• Designated toilets - E Block Girls and Boys toilets (break and lunchtime) 
• A designated food outlet hatch in the A Block playground - we will be trialling a broader range of food. 

 
In addition, we will open 3 classrooms for Year 8 students to access at lunchtime, these will be D1, D2 & D3. One of 
these will be a quiet study space where our Prefects can help with homework and the remaining two classrooms will be 
quiet social spaces. All rooms will be supervised by our Prefects. 
 
Year 8 students can also continue to access the library for quiet study and will have full access to the 3G pitch for 
football. 
      
Year 9/10/11 (Upper School) Rezoning 
 
Any areas, not exclusively reserved for Years 7 and 8 will be open to our students in Years 9 to 11. This includes; the 
upper tennis courts at the back of C Block and all playground spaces at the back of our school. Upper school students 
will also have access to the school field, when it is dry as well as access to C and B Block (excluding the Sports Hall) 
corridors at social times. 
 

• Upper School students have access to the Main Hall at all times. 
• Upper School students have sole access to the demunchable for snacks at Lunchtime. 
• Upper School students will have sole use of the toilets in ground floor C Block (Girls and Boys toilets) as well as 

Girls and Boys toilets on the Science Corridor (break and lunchtime). Science toilets can only be accessed by 
the stairs at Students Services and will be staffed by a duty staff member. 

• Upper School students have continued access to the library and we may move to give them priority access 
over lower school if needed during exam seasons.  

• Years 9 and 10 continue to have access to the 3G pitch for football. 
• Year 11 continue to have access to the top tennis court for football. 

 
ALL students can still access the hall for hot food at lunch and for breakfast. A reminder that the queues for hot lunches 
in the Hall are all but gone after 10 minutes and students will find a much wider range of options here. 
 
Toilets and Vaping 
 
We have now employed a Facilities Supervisor, whose role is to ensure toilets are emptied of any children deemed to be 
loitering, as well as sweeping for vaping. We are also looking at installing vape detectors and an improved CCTV system 
(outside of private spaces only). All schools have seen a notable rise in vaping and it is something we are working hard 
to counter, working collegiately across Essex schools to find common solutions.  
 
The Senior Leadership Team now do regular sweeps of toilets and any child caught in a toilet cubicle with another student 
will be subject to an immediate 1-hour detention. Groups of students are no longer permitted in toilets. We urge all 
students to anonymously let us know of any vaping and we will act immediately.  
 
Anti-social behaviour in toilets or corridors will also result in students being placed on lunchtime report to either myself 
or Mr Berry with a significant restriction in social time and social access. Parents/Carers will also receive written 
acknowledgement of this and this will be held on the student’s file. 
 
Students with Additional Needs, Prefects and Lunchtime Clubs 
 
Prefects have free range of our site as denoted by their roles and responsibilities as ambassadors of our school. Some of 
our students with additional needs may attend social clubs or have buddies in other parts of the school. We know who 
they are and there are no changes to those places they are permitted to access (C2, C6 A Block top floor social club). Year 
7 and 8 students with buddies in other parts of the school will be given an ‘open access’ card so they can find them at 
any time for support or a chat. 
 
Students can also access all lunchtime clubs around our school. 
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Fighting and Antisocial behaviour 
 
We do not tolerate any fighting or antisocial behaviour in our school. Students have wholeheartedly embraced our “3 
whistle” policy, which has seen a huge decrease in any ‘hands on’, fighting or exuberant group behaviour since it was 
introduced at Christmas.  Students have reported that they now feel safer and more secure knowing that students will 
stand still on hearing the 3 whistle blows and staff can then act to intervene in any issue. We can never say that social 
issues like this will not arise but we can say we will work together to address it robustly. 
 
Parent Feedback and Parent Voice 
 
I would like to thank you for all your feedback.  This half term, I will be responding to our Year 7 Student and Parent 
survey and will write to all Year 7 parents regarding the outcomes and any actions after reviewing all responses. To date, 
we have received a number of requests to join the Year 7 Parent Forum; should you wish to be added to the forum and 
be invited to meetings with Mr Berry and me, do let us know by emailing info@billericayschool.com.   
 
We have also had nearly 80 students in Year 7 volunteer to be part of one of our Student Voice Forums.  If your child has 
volunteered, please do thank them, they have been brilliant in giving us honest feedback.  
 
We will ultimately be asking all students and parents/carers to feed back to us in our yearly survey and will be extending 
the opportunity for all parents to join Parent Forums more widely across the school, details of which will be shared 
shortly.  These forums are designed to give parents that wish to do so, an opportunity to meet with Mr Berry and myself 
to give feedback to us and to hear about new school initiatives.  
 
In the interim if you would like to give provide any feedback, please do so via the info@billericayschool.com email 
address.  
 
Yours sincerely  

  
Ms J Ingate  
Deputy Headteacher  
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