
   February  2022 

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH    Tel: 01277 655191  www.billericayschool.com    E-mail: info@billericayschool.com  

The Billericay School 
Newsletter - February 2022 

“Caring about success” 

 

 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer and Student, 

 

 As you will now be aware, this week I was officially appointed as Headteacher of The Billericay School, following a 
challenging, two-day interview process.  

  

I have spent the majority of my career at The Billericay School, having joined as Head of Year 11 in September 1999. I 
was later appointed as Head of Sixth Form, and then Deputy Headteacher of the school.  I am now at a point in my 
teaching career where many of you reading this letter may well be former students, with children of your own now 
attending the school. It is this sense of history of serving the school community that make it an honour and a privilege to 
lead our school. 

 

The Billericay School is already one of the best secondary schools in the county and I am proud to have been a small part 
of that journey.  My aspiration is for the school to become a centre of excellence in all that we do and to provide an 
educational experience that equips our students to be successful citizens within the  global community. I would like to 
extend my sincere thanks to the staff and students for their support throughout the process and to the Governing Body, 
for affording me this great honour.  

  

I am delighted to have been appointed as Headteacher and am excited about what the future holds.  

  

As you will see from the pages ahead, I am happy to report that our school is slowly starting to return to some 
normality. We are delighted to be able to host events such as our Spring Concert in March and once again welcome 
visitors to form a live audience. Many trips and sporting fixtures have also been able to resume.  It was, however, with 
great sadness that we made the decision to cancel the scheduled Ski Trip, due to the various implications of foreign 
travel and I can only apologise again to those students affected by this disappointment. We are keeping everything 
crossed that we can run this event again in 2023.  

  

I would like to wish you all a restful half term and look forward to welcoming students back on Monday 21 February 
2022. 

  

 

 
 

Mr Patrick Berry 
Headteacher 
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Parent/Carer Notices 

Important Dates 

 

 Students will return to school on Monday 21 February 2022 on Week B. 

 Thursday 3 March - Year 10 Parents Consultation Evening -  

 Wednesday 30 March  - 6.00 pm - Spring Music Recital  

 Year 7 Parents Consultation Evening will now take place on Thursday 31 March 2022 (Rescheduled) 

 Friday 1 April - Students will leave school following Period 3 

 Monday 4 April to Friday 15 April 2022 - Easter Holidays  

 Monday 18 April - Bank Holiday  

 Year 9 Parents Consultation Evening will now take place on Thursday 21 April 2022 (Rescheduled) 

 

Forgotten Items 

Please be reminded that we do not accept the delivery of forgotten student items during the school day.   The main reason 
being that students are encouraged to take responsibility for their belongings and manage their own lesson preparation - 
relying on relatives to deliver items for the day does not support this. The only exception being the delivery of urgent 
medical items.  
 
If your child forgets an item for the school day, such as but not limited to; cooking ingredients, PE kit, lunch, you may 
telephone the main office or email the school so that the teacher can be made aware.  
 
With thanks in advance for your support. 

Visitors 
 

The school site is secured during school hours and visitors are not permitted on site without pre-existing appointments.  
Entry is granted via the intercom system located at our main gate on School Road and visitors are asked NOT to enter the 
site before first announcing themselves - Please DO NOT follow another vehicle through the gates or hold the pedestrian 
gate open to other members of the public. Once on site, please sign at the main reception located in F block. 
 
These procedures are in place for the safety of our students and your co-operation is very much appreciated.  

Parking and Collecting/Dropping Off 

Could we please remind all parents/carers about the importance of parking safely and considerately around the school. This 

includes but is not limited to; Roman Way, School Road and Bell Hill.  

Please refrain from blocking resident driveways/access, parking on pavements or parking in restricted areas.  

South Essex Parking Partnership have been informed of the ongoing concerns and are working with us to monitor the 

situation.  Going forward, their enforcement team will be carrying out effective patrols.  Your support is appreciated.  

Second Hand Book Donation Request 
 

This year, World Book Day will take place on Thursday 3 March. As part of the day’s activities, we will be hosting a second 
hand book sale in the RBLC. Book donations can be brought to the library by students ahead of this date. With thanks in 
advance for your support.  
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Communication/Emails 

To enable us to communicate with you effectively, please ensure that the email address of any primary contact of your child is 

up to date. If you have recently changed your email address, please inform the school via email as a matter of urgency.  

Whole school communications and detention notifications are now communicated via email. Thank you  

Parent/Carer Notices 
 

Lost Property 

 

Student Services, located in C Block Ground Floor, currently have a 

large collection of lost property. Unfortunately, due to limited storage 

and an ever-growing amount of unclaimed belongings, any items not 

collected each term are donated to local charities.  

Please encourage your child to check at Student Services for any 

missing items.  An additional lost property store can also be found in 

PE.  

Job Opportunities  
 

We are currently hiring for the 
following positions: 
 

 Cleaning Assistant 

 Part-Time Administrator 

 Temporary Administrator (Fixed Term Contract) 

 Learning Support Assistant (Full and Part-Time) 

 Part-time Uniform Shop Manager 
 
The majority of our support positions offer holiday pay and 
access to the government pension scheme.  
 
If you are interested in joining our friendly team, please refer 
to our website for full details, including how to apply:  
 
https://www.billericayschool.com/vacancies/support-staff-
vacancies/ 

 
 

https://www.billericayschool.com/vacancies/support-staff-vacancies/
https://www.billericayschool.com/vacancies/support-staff-vacancies/
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World Book Day 

This year, World Book Day will take place on Thursday 3 March. We will be hosting fun lunchtime 
activities including a cake competition, a quiz, games and a second hand book sale in the RBLC. Book 
themed cakes can be entered into the competition on the morning of World Book Day, where they 
will be judged then slices sold (with the bakers consent) at lunch time. Students can bring a small 
amount of cash into school on the day to purchase books and cake! We very much look forward to 
seeing your creations.  

 

Student Notices 

Tackling Bullying  - The Diana Award 
 

On 12 January, 19 students took part in a one-day anti-bullying training session run by The Diana Award. Young people, 
from Years 7 to Year 10, worked together and acquired vital skills to enable them to change the attitudes and behaviours of 
bullying in school settings by building their skills and confidence to address different situations, both online and off.   

 

The Diana Award’s free Anti-Bullying Ambassador Programme, which is available to schools across the UK, sees trainers 
working with students and other young people to change the attitude surrounding bullying. The programme has a strong 
peer-to-peer focus, with trainers giving young people the skills and confidence to become Anti-Bullying Ambassadors to 
tackle bullying in school settings long after the training has finished. The Diana Award’s anti-
bullying work is recognised as world-class thanks to this sustainable approach. 

 

The training looked at bullying in different situations including face-to-face and online. At the 
end of the day, pupils made an action plan of how to approach bullying issues that may arise 
within school settings and committed to their roles as Anti-Bullying Ambassadors. Pupils are 
planning to run some events in the summer term, and all are welcome to take part. Watch this 
space! 
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Looking after your Mental Health 

 

Following a turbulent couple of years, as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

reports of mental health concerns, especially in teenagers, have risen significantly.  

If you are struggling, remember that you can always talk to your Form Tutor, Head of House or Pastoral Assistant. You 

can also find lots of advice and guidance here: 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-afte-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/  

Behaviour Expectations 

Vaping 

We do not permit smoking or 
vaping in school. 

Any students who is found to 
be in possession of vapes or 
smoking paraphernalia will be 
excluded. 

Public Transport 

We work closely with bus companies so that everyone is able 
to enjoy a safe and pleasant journey. 

Remember that there is CCTV on buses and any antisocial 
behaviour will result in sanctions, as appropriate. 

Please be respectful of your fellow travellers and transport  
staff.  

Thank you.  

School Toilets 

A minority of students vandalise toilets or use them 
inappropriately as social spaces. This is not fair on 
other students who wish to use these facilities or 
on the staff who are then responsible for cleaning 
the area.  

We are able to identify culprits using CCTV and 
students will be made to pay for damage and 
excluded accordingly. 

Inappropriate Use of Social Media 

Any student who sets up accounts and posts content which 
bullies or harasses students or staff will be excluded, 
potentially permanently, and the police will be informed.  

Any students following, liking or engaging with these sort of 
accounts will also be sanctioned. 

NIBS Bus Service  

Don’t forget—there is a second NIBS bus which departs at 4.12pm from the 

“Weir Wynd” bus stop on the Southend Road. Although it is called Weir Wynd, it 

is on the opposite side of the road to the close with the same name! 

You will need to hold out your arm to alert the driver as this bus will not stop 

otherwise. 

You can use your NIBS pass as you would on the after school service.  

Please remember to wear your face mask whilst travelling.  

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/
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Student Notices - Mental Health 

 
Creativity improves mental health 

 
It is simple and true, you can paint, colour, sew, write, play music and garden your way to better mental health.  You may 
have heard of ‘Flow’ (Csikszentmihalyi, 1990) it’s a term in psychology which explains the totally immersive state which 
occurs when you are completely absorbed in something like painting a picture.  This state is similar to meditation and 
helps to calm the mind and body.  You may have experienced this when you’ve been so immersed in a creative activity 
you lost all sense of time, as though you were somehow hypnotised.  ‘Flow’ is good for the mind and body and 
particularly helpful for young people experiencing anxiety. 
 
Repetitive actions like knitting, sewing and colouring also promote the state of ‘flow’ and have a calming impact on the 
mind and body.  Young people often find it hard to switch off intrusive negative thoughts, by using creative activities this 
will help induce a sense of calm, distracting the cognitive part of the mind and activating the creative part of the mind. 
 
I have met many young people who at first suggestion won’t engage in creative activities because they believe they are 
not good at them, but it is the creative process that matters, the item created does not need to be shared with anyone 
else.  Also just having a go is a valuable exercise in challenging the inner art critic! 
 
The school counselling room has a variety of creative materials available for young people to use, any creative activity 
promotes a sense of calm and also helps young people communicate, the outcomes are often amazing.  
 
So my request for mental health week is that you have a go and encourage the young people in your life to do the same, 
it might surprise you how relaxing simply colouring-in can be! 
 
K Tootill, School Counsellor 
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Well done to all of our students currently studying Construction. Year 9 have been hard at work, building walls and even 

Miss Dempster  tried her hand at brick laying!  

 

News and Achievements 

 

Spring Music Concert 

 

We are delighted to invite you to our Spring Concert which will be 

taking place on Wednesday 30 March at 6.00 pm in our Main Hall.  

 

Tickets are priced at £3.00 and will be available as a payment option 

on ParentPay from Friday 11 February.  Tickets will also be available 

on the door, payable in cash.  

 

The concert will include a range of performances from students in all 

year groups.  

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
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Sporting Achievements 
 

County Cross Country 

 

Congratulations to all the students who competed in the County 
Cross Country event. 

 

All of our students did extremely well and Oscar, Year 11 has 
qualified to participate in the Inter-County Cross Country. 

 

Well done to all of you.  

Girls Football  

Our U16s Girls’ Football team reached the final 16 of the Essex 
Cup this January, which is the furthest that any Billericay School 

girls team have reached in this competition. 

 

Unfortunately, the team were beaten by a very strong Coopers 
Coburn School team, who boasted players from England and 

Arsenal youth teams. 

 

This team includes a number of players from Years 9 and 10 so 
we hope to see more great things from them next year! 

 

Well done to you all. 
Miss Keys and Mr Geary 

 

Regional Gymnastics Competition 

Congratulations to all of our students who took part in the Regional Gymnastics competition.  

We are very proud to announce that our U14 girls team came 4th, U19 boys took 3rd and the U19 girls came 2nd.   

The U19 teams will be going on to the Nationals in May as a mixed team.  All three teams performed amazingly.  

Very well done to you all.  
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Sixth Form 

 

Year 12 - High Achievers 

Following on from the first monitoring report of their A level 
journey, we were delighted to send congratulatory letters to 
more than a fifth of the year group, all of whom were 
graded as outstanding across all of the subjects they study.  

 

The top 8 highest achieving Year 12 students were also 
invited for a celebratory meeting with the Headteacher, Mr 
Berry. 

 

Well done to you all!  

 

News from the Sixth Form Committee 

Within the Billericay Sixth Form, a vast amount of opportunities are available.  Students 

from a range of capabilities enter to embrace an enjoyable 2 year experience, being able 

to learn subjects that captivate them, make friends that want the best for them, acquire 

a knowledge of whatever subject  suits them and leave with unbelievable skills to go on 

to Russell group universities.  Pictured below are just some of the countless pupils who 

have exceled in the subjects they have chosen.  Students are featured here, receiving 

their awards at our first ever Honours Assembly! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have been very busy in the Sixth Form Committee:  

 There was a lot of joy this term, as the new coffee machine was installed, along with 2 new vending machines.  

 Many letters were sent home to students who have performed outstandingly in their monitoring. 

 We have been in talks with Miss Pollard, Head of Sixth Form,  to introduce a day where students can leave the school 

site to go to visit a local attraction with their peers. 

 The plans for “Culture Day” have made progress and the event is set to happen in mid June.  

 We also proposed ideas regarding a Sixth Form sports day as well as a day where a wide range of games are set to take 

place. 

 

By S Chakraborty, Year 12 
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Sixth Form 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
 

This term, students learnt about the Holocaust.  A selection of students also took part in 
the  ‘Lessons from Auschwitz’ experience.   
 

 

As part of our Future Citizenship lessons, 
Samantha, Year 12  wrote an article about the 
Holocaust and the “Root of Antisemitism”.  
 

Samantha and two other students, Daisy and Amelia, then delivered the lesson 
to a whole year group.  

 
As part of her presentation, Samantha wrote:  
“Before even looking at antisemitism today, it is critical to establish first 
where this hatred (to put lightly) sprouted from.”      
 
“The definition of the holocaust is the ‘murder of six million Jewish men, women and children by Nazi Germany and its 
collaborators during the second world war’. What is interesting about The Holocaust Educational Trust’s definition is the 
clear indication of the Holocaust affecting ‘men, women and children’- which humanizes the victims.“ 
 

It was a very informative and well delivered presentation - well done girls.  
 

Valentines Day - Love is in the air! 

 

This month,  PY in Year 12, gave fellow students the opportunity to send a secret message 

to someone special, which included the option of chocolates, a rose or a message in a 

bottle.  

For a small charge, students were able 

to write a personalised note to be 

delivered on Friday 11 February, in 

honour of Valentines Day.  

 

All money raised is being donated to 

The British Heart Foundation and PY 

confidently delivered an assembly to 

Year 12 about the important work of  

the charity.    

Well done PY and the team!  

The DSC Essay-writing Competition 

DSC have launched an annual essay writing competition aimed at young people, inside or outside of formal education, aged 
between 16-18. The topics selected will be done so in the spirit of DSC’s ethos and commitment to human rights and civil 
liberties, challenge conventional thinking related to a career at the Bar and drive 
aspiration.  

Click below for further information about the 2021-22 submission window.  Please 
follow the link below for more details on how to enter: 

https://www.doughtystreet.co.uk/outreach  

https://www.doughtystreet.co.uk/outreach
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External Achievements 

If you have a story you would like to share about any extra-curricular activities,  

please email us at info@billericayschool.com 

 

We are very proud of Jamie L, Year 9 who will be 
competing for Team GB in the following Gymnastics 
Events: 
 
Welsh Open Championship, English Championship and 
British Championship  
 
We would like to wish Jamie all the very best and look 
forward to hearing about your progress! 

 

Fencing Success 

This January, Kyran Year 13 became the Eastern Region U18 Men’s Foil champion 

at the Eastern region Youth Fencing Championships.  Kyran was unbeaten all day!  

 

This result means that Kyran has qualified for the British Youth Fencing 

Championships later this spring.  Eastern region covers Essex, Hertfordshire, 

Bedfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk.  

Congratulations Kyran and we very much look forward to hearing about your 

progress! 

 

Well done to Charlie, Year 10 who recently competed 

in The British School Karting Championship this 

February.  

 

Well done to all of our fencers who train with Activ8 Fencing 
and achieved the following amazing results: 

 

U18 Epee - 1st place - Kynan  

U18 Foil old.   1st place - Kyran  

U16 Epee -  3rd place - Anna  

U12 Epee  - 3rd place - Chris  

U16 Epee - 8th place -  Josh  

 

All our fencers have qualified for the National Finals in June 
2022 and we look forward to hearing how they all get on. 
Well done all! 

 

Well done to Tilly in Year 10, who plays football for the 

Essex RTC U16 team. Tilly was also recently selected for 

the U16 Essex  Schools Team as well as playing for the 

school team in fixtures.  

 

Well done to Josh, Year 10 who recently competed in the 
Regional Motorsport (Karting) Championship in Lincolnshire. 
 
Josh will go on to compete in the British Motorsport Karting 
Championship in a number of rounds to take place across the 
UK.  We are looking forward to hearing more about your 
progress. Good luck Josh! 

mailto:info@billericayschool.com
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Examination Advice 

English GCSE Revision Opportunity  - Year 11 Students 

The English department are pleased to be able to offer 3 revision sessions during half term in response to the first English 
PPEs completed in December and in preparation for their next PPEs.  
The following sessions are available:  

16th February 2022, 9.00 am – 12.00 pm:  
English Language & Literature revision; students are advised to go to the English corridor for 9.00 am.  

 

18th February 2022, 9.00 am – 12.00 pm:  
English Language Paper 1 walking talking mock; students are advised to arrive at the main hall for 9.00 am.  

 

19th February 2022, 9.00 am – 11.00 am:  
English Language Paper 1 & English Literature unseen poetry focus; students are advised to arrive at the main hall for 9.00 am.  

 
Students will not need to attend in school uniform but will be required to sign in.  

Examination Timetables 
 

An overview of this summers’ examination timetables can now be found on our website: https://

www.billericayschool.com/examinations/timetables/.  Individualised timetables will be issued to students shortly.  

When we return after half term, Year 11 will be sitting their final English PPEs ahead of their GCSE exams in the summer.  

Details are as follows: 

 

Wednesday 23rd February Paper 1 Language 
Paper 2 Language 

09:00 
13:15 

1 hour 45 min 
1 hour 45 min 

Thursday 24th February Paper 1 Literature – A Christmas Carol and 
Inspector Calls 

09:00 1 hour 40 min 

Friday 25th February Paper 2 Literature – Macbeth and Unseen 
Poetry 

09:00 1 hour 45 min 

https://www.billericayschool.com/examinations/timetables/
https://www.billericayschool.com/examinations/timetables/
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Easy Fundraising 
 

Remember that you can raise money for FOBS when you shop at:  easyfundraising.org.uk  
 

Just search for Friends of the Billericay School - it won't cost you a thing! 

200 Club 

The FOBS 200 Club is one of our main fundraising activities - and is a really easy to way to 
support FOBS. For just £12 a year you have the chance to win prizes totalling £1100! 
 
To sign up: 
 
1. Email your name to fobstreasurer@gmail.com 
2. Set up a standing order for £12 a year payable to FOBS (Friends of Billericay School) 
with your name as the reference to the following account? 
Sort code: 60-02-30 
A/c number 02254018 
 
That’s it!  We’ll allocate you a number and you will be entered into the next draw.   Draws take place monthly and you 
could win £50, £100 or £200. Good luck! 

FOBS (Friends of The Billericay School) 

“Students, at the heart of all we do” 

Registered Charity No 1022965  Email: fobs.crew@gmail.com 

https://www.billericayschool.com/parents/friends-of-billericay-school/ 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/BillericaySchoolFOBS/ 

Join Us 
 
FOBS always welcomes new members to help organise events, fundraise for 
students and offer input in to how money we raise is spent. 

 

Being part of FOBS is really low-key: we have evening meetings 4 times a 
year and organise events, like race nights or quizzes.  

 

We are currently really struggling for people to support all our fundraising ideas, so if you would like to get involved 
please email: fobs.crew@gmail.com or message us via Facebook - we’re a small group, and would love more help. 

 
Quiz Night—Saturday 23 April 2022 

 
We are delighted to announce our first in-person fundraising event in over two years! Please join us for a quiz night in the 
school hall on Saturday 23 April.   More details will follow, but  in the meantime you can reserve a table (£6 per adult and £3 
per child, max 8 people per table) by emailing fobs.crew@gmail.com or messaging Friends of Billericay School on Facebook 
messenger. These events always sell out, so please be sure to book your table in good time!  

Thank you for all your support. Lets make 2022 great for our students! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobsbillericay/?q=The%20FRiends%20of%20Billericay&cat=cause-autosuggest
mailto:fobstreasurer@gmail.com
https://www.billericayschool.com/parents/friends-of-billericay-school/fobs-events/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericaySchoolFOBS/
mailto:fobs.crew@gmail.com
mailto:fobs.crew@gmail.com
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The Billericay Sports Centre 

 

 

Please feel free to contact the team for more information on any of our services: 

Email: sportscentre@billericayschool.com  

Telephone: 01277 655545 (after 6pm) 

https://www.billericayschool.com/sports-centre/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BillericaySchool  

 

We are pleased to announce that we are now FULLY OPEN!  

 

The Governing Body of the Billericay School 
operates a public use community sports centre on 
the school site, with a range of facilities available 
for hire to clubs or individuals. 

 

We have an extensive range of activities on offer 
to all age groups; as part of our extended school 
policies, our aim is to benefit the community by 
encouraging and facilitating wider participation in 
sports and physical activity. 

 

Football, Basketball, Badminton, Fitness, Brazilian 
Jiu jitsu, Swim School and children’s clubs have all 
returned or joined us as new hirers.  In addition, 
we have a personal trainer who trains in the 
evenings and at weekends in our fitness 
suite.  Unfortunately, our fitness suite is 
otherwise not currently open to the public. 

 

We also have badminton and tennis courts for hire as well as our gymnasium.    

 

If you have any hire requirements please email: sportscentre@billericayschool.com.  Please be aware that the Sports 
Centre office phone is only answered in the evenings but the email account is monitored throughout the day. 

 

mailto:sportscentre@billericayschool.com


15  February  2022 

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH    Tel: 01277 655191  www.billericayschool.com    E-mail: info@billericayschool.com  

Recruiting Now for Teacher Training! 

Are you bored with the daily grind? Do you have skills and talents that aren’t being used? 

Would you like to do a uniquely satisfying job that makes a real contribution?  

Why not join our Teacher Training Programme? 

BEC Teacher Training trains local teachers for local schools. With over 25 years of experience 

and rated an outstanding provider by Ofsted, our friendly and professional team works in close partnership with over 50 

Essex schools to train primary and secondary teachers. Our trainees tell us that training with us is a ‘first class experience’ 

that gives them ‘all the skills they need to be a successful teacher’.   All our trainees get jobs when they reach the end of 

the course, with the vast majority choosing to take up positions in local schools as they take their first steps in this 

exceptionally rewarding career.  

“Teaching is honestly wonderful. It’s a joy to be a teacher!” says former trainee Maddie. 

Contact us today to find out more about teacher training. Call 01268 477611, email louise@billericayscitt or visit our 
website www.billericayscitt.com  for more information.  

Community Notices 

 

Activ8 Fencing Club, run by experienced fencer, Chris Green, currently operate after school sessions within the 

school.  

Chris has seen countless students progress to international level and is 

currently taking on new students.  

If you are interested, please feel free to contact him on  

07973 229130 or email: chris@epeefencing.com  

http://www.billericayscitt.com

