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The Billericay School 
Newsletter - July 2022 

“Caring about success” 

 
 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 
  
This has been yet another wonderful term at The Billericay School. Only last week I was honoured to attend 
our Summer Music Concert and once again enjoyed some of the incredible talent we have here amongst our 
student body. Parents and Carers joined us for this event, made possible by all the hard work of Miss Waxman 
and her team.  
  
July also saw us enjoy our traditional Sports Day as students came together in their houses to  display their 
competitive spirit in various activities with Scott house coming out the victors on the day! 
  
We have enjoyed a number of internal events and welcomed visitors from outside the school such as The 
Royal Institution and Make Happen. Staff have commented on how refreshing it has been to plan trips once 
again, such as the Ski Trip, scheduled for next February!  
 
This week has also seen the return of our awards assemblies that recognise student academic achievement, 
their effort and commitment to their studies and their contribution to the life of the school community. It has 
made me very proud to see students receiving their certificates and to be able to present the Headteachers 
award badge and certificate to five outstanding young people in the school community.  
  
This term we have also said our goodbyes to students in Years 11 and 13 with emotional, poignant and 
entertaining  leavers’ assemblies. We look forward to seeing them all again on results day in August. Students 
should be reminded on both results days, staff will be on hand to offer guidance and support as required.  
  
When we return this September, we will welcome some new members to our team, details of which can be 
found later in this newsletter. We will also be sad to say goodbye to some of our long-serving and much-loved 
colleagues.  I wish all of them the very best in the next chapters of their lives and sincerely hope they will stay 
in touch with the Billericay family.  
  
It was with enormous sadness that we announced the death of Mr Elkins, who has been with the school for 
over 20 years. We have supported students as best we can with this sad news. Alan will be greatly missed and 
we hope to hold a remembrance event later in the year to honour him. I know, as a community, you will join 
me in sending our condolences to Alan’s family.  
  
Following the extreme heat we have experienced this week, I know our students are looking forward to the 
end of term! I would like to wish each and every one of you a relaxing summer. Make sure that you rest, 
recuperate but most of all, HAVE FUN!  
  
I look forward to welcoming students back in September.  

  
Mr P Berry 

Headteacher  
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In Loving Memory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Mr Alan Elkins following a short illness.  
 
Alan, who was originally from Durrington in Wiltshire, was a dedicated family man and devoted father 
to his son. He studied at the University of West England, Bristol and later moved to Essex.  
 
Alan was a real lover of animals and had a keen interest in amateur dramatics, often participating in 
shows.  
 
Alan joined The Billericay School in  2000, having previously been the Head of Business Studies at The 
Plume School, Maldon. In his 22 years with the school, Alan will have undoubtedly had a positive 
impact on the lives of  countless students. His dedication and enthusiasm to his role as teacher of 
Business and Economics, PD and RE was clearly evident. Alan was also highly regarded by his 
colleagues and described as the “life of the party”.  
 
A book of condolences is being held in school for students to leave any messages and will remain in 
situ until September. Any students affected by this news have been invited to talk to our Pastoral 
department and School Counsellor, should they wish to do so.  
 
Alan will be hugely missed by the school community and we know you will join us in sending our 
heartfelt condolences to Alan’s family.  
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School Recognition 
 

Duke of Edinburgh 

 

Well done to all the students who have taken part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award 

scheme.  

 

Our students devoted 442 hours to the scheme from April 2021-March 2022 which is 

a fantastic achievement.  

 

Our current Year 9 students will be given the opportunity to participate during Year 

10, when we return in September.  

 

We hope you have all enjoyed and continue to enjoy the experiences. 

 

 
 
 
This June we received an unscheduled inspection from the 
Environmental Health Agency and we are very proud to 
announce that we have returned our Grade 5 rating. 
 
A huge well done to Mrs Denton, Catering Manager and our 
Catering team for their  continued attention to detail and high 
standards in all of our catering facilities. 

 

We are a Hegarty Super School! 

 

We are delighted to announce that The Billericay School is one of the top-

performing schools on HegartyMaths. Only a small number of schools make the 

Super Schools list each year and it can only happen when the students in a school 

are inspired to apply serious dedication to their maths homework - this year, our 

students answered a staggering 652,488 questions!  

 

Well done to all of you who took part and contributed to us receiving this award. 

Keep up the good work! 

 

Mr Payne, Head of Maths  
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News and  Achievements 

 

Fun Walk 

 

Following on from the success of last years’ Fun Walk, 
FOBS once again asked the PE department to run the  
event this June, to raise much needed funds for the 
school.  

 

In honour of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, 
participating students wore red, white and blue.  

 

The event, in which years 7, 8 and 9 took part, was a 
huge success and raised a total of £1,362.50 which will 
directly benefit the students of the school.  

 

We would like to thank all students who took part and 
we hope they all enjoyed the added bonus of the 
inflatable assault course! 

 

 

“Britain; the making of” Exhibition 

 

This half term, our Year 8 students were asked to look 
at migration in Britain and explore how the country 
benefits from diversity and different cultures. In 
lessons, students were asked to produce posters, 
videos and other materials.  

 

The exhibition “Britain; the making of” was then 
proudly displayed in our Year 13 Common Room and 
students were invited to come along and view the 
pieces on show during their lunchtimes.  
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News and  Achievements 

Year 10 - The Solution Mindset 
 

On Thursday 23 June, our Year 10 students enjoyed  an assembly with The Solutions Mindset focusing on their Future Self, 
Mindset and Resilience.  

 
Throughout the day small groups of students had the opportunity to 
build on this by looking at their strengths, high performance skills 
and improving yourself. Every part of the day was excellent and left 
students and staff alike with plenty to reflect on.  
 
We had significant feedback from the students on how beneficial 
the event was as well as wonderful comments from the hosts about 
the behaviour and enthusiasm of the groups.  
 
Our sincere thanks to Steve Sallis, Trevor Eliot MBE and Jonathan 
Moore for joining us and we hope to organise a return visit in the 
not too distant future.  

 

Catering Price Increase 
 

The school is currently experiencing significant price increases of up to 30% on  many of our ingredients.   
 
The school recognises the financial challenges faced by many within our school community at the moment and governors 
have therefore decided to make a small increase of 5% to the food and drink items sold to students. This price increase 
will be reflected from September 2022.  With thanks in advance for your understanding.  
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News and  Achievements 
 
In their learning chapter called ‘Mammoths’, this half term Year 7 have been pretending to be 
on an assignment to develop the ‘Planet TV’ website! They have been following the discovery of 
a frozen baby mammoth in Siberia to explore the role climate change may have played in the 
species extinction. Students have also developed their understanding of variation in the chapter 
‘Inheritance’. In last week’s lesson they explored the questions: What does inheritance mean? 
What is it that we inherit from our parents? They discussed the role of DNA, genes and 
chromosomes in heredity and then extracted their own DNA! 
 

It was evident from these classes, that Year 7 were able to link this new knowledge to their first 
Science topic in September where they took on the role of a trainee nurse working in a hospital. 
A major accident with many casualties allowed students to explore the ideas of cells and 
organisation in the chapter ‘Blood’ and a placement in the fertility clinic allowed students to 
explore the idea of reproduction in the chapter ‘Birth’.  

 
It was extraordinary to see these links being made by the students themselves, and to see the 
awe and wonder radiating from their faces as they held up their own DNA in their test 
tube!  What a great way to complete the cycle of learning in their first year at secondary 
school.  The students said: 
 

“I thought the experiment was very fun and I would love to do it again, seeing my DNA was 
really cool, and exciting to see. My favourite part, was how easy it was, but the results were 
extraordinary!”  
Emily  
 

“This is my DNA. We had to mix salt water in our mouths and then spit it out, then we had to 
add a drop of washing up liquid and then pour into test tubes. I have really enjoyed science 
this year. It has had great experiments and amazing topics. I have learnt loads this year.” 
Jack 
 

“What I've enjoyed about science this year is that we did a lot of practicals and it was very enjoyable, for example when we 
did a practical on DNA. It’s also been very good gradually going through science lessons this year as it has given me a lot of 
knowledge.” 
Joel 

The Billericay Ballroom and Latin Dancers 

I would just like to say a massive congratulations to the students of The Billericay Ballroom and Latin club for their hard 
work and dedications this year – it really has paid off.  

All the student undertook an examination in the winter term and gained either their Bronze, Silver or Gold award. This core 
work set them up beautifully for the summer show where the students used their knowledge and passion to learn and 
perform four wonderful routines including a Samba, Cha Cha, Waltz and Viennese Waltz. I couldn’t be more proud of the 
students and all they have achieved this year.  Keep an eye out in September for details of the club times next year - we 
always welcome new members!   

Well done to you all, Ms Morrison 
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Jack Petchey  

It’s been another fantastic year for Jack Petchey 
Foundation award winners at The Billericay School with 
the nominations showcasing the fantastic work our 
students do inside and outside school to help each other 
and benefit the local community. 
 
From raising hundreds of pounds for local charities to 
spending every spare moment they have helping school 
staff and fellow students – every one of our nominees 
have thoroughly deserved recognition for their efforts. 
 
Our winners this year are: In Year 12, Ellie-Mae and Ben, 
in Year 11, May and Liam, in Year 10, Frankie and Freya, 
in Year 9, Sheridan and Year 8 students Cicely and 
Matthew who have all received awards for their kind and 
caring attitude and the extra effort they put in to help 
others. 

 
Headteacher of The Billericay School, Mr Berry, said: “Every year we’re hugely impressed by the standard of nominations for 
our Jack Petchey Awards and this year is no exception. Every single award winner can be very proud of what they’ve 
achieved, they truly demonstrate the school’s core values of helping others and showing a concern for others – these young 
people are a credit to their school and local community.” 
 

The Billericay School is a Gold Jack Petchey Award Scheme provider and nominations are now open again. Winners receive a 
certificate, a book by Sir Jack Petchey himself and a badge, as well as a grant to donate to the department of their choice at 
the school to benefit their fellow pupils. They also receive an invitation to a celebration event where their achievements are 
recognised. If you know of any students who you think might be deserving of recognition for their contribution to the school 
or community, please email the school’s Jack Petchey Co-ordinator: pjohn@billericayschool.com 

News and  Achievements 

Awards Assemblies 

The final week of term saw our House Honours Assemblies.   Each day, students 
from each of our five houses were recognised for  a wide range of achievements 
including; academic achievement, effort and commitment to studies, attendance 
and sporting representation.   
 
Mr Berry also presented the Headteachers award badge and certificate to five 
outstanding young people in our school community for achievements above and 
beyond. These students received a golden windmill badge which is a rare award, 
reserved for a small number of students.  

mailto:pjohn@billericayschool.com
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News and  Achievements 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colours Assembly 

This June, It was wonderful, after a two year break, to be able to host our Colours Assembly. This event 

recognises students in Years 7-11, who have represented the school in various sporting events.   

Students enjoyed a video compilation of the many competitions that have taken place so far this 

academic year, as well hearing about all the wonderful successes we have enjoyed. 

Our U16 Girls Football team were awarded “Team of the Year” while Lexi, Year 9, was recognised for her 

individual outstanding achievement, across a number of events.  

Students in Years 7 and 8 were awarded their Half Colour badges, while a number of students in Years 9 

and 10, who have continued representing the school into the upper school, received their full colour 

badges.   

Congratulations to everyone who was invited to attend the assembly and a huge thanks from the PE 

department for your continued commitment and dedication to sport.  

Mr T Redwood, Head of PE 
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News and  Achievements 
District Athletics 

 

 

This June, students took part in the District Athletics at Basildon Sporting Village. We are 
proud to say that The Billericay School came 2nd overall in the district, which is a 
fantastic achievement.  

 

The following students won their events and are currently District Champions: 

 

Year 7 

Ollie - 100m and Allen - 200m 

 

Year 8 

Kobe - 100m, Sofia - 200m and Year 8 Boys Relay 

 

Year 9 

Emily - 200m and Celine - Shot 

 

Year 10 

Oliver - 400m, Jessica - Shot, Ella - High Jump, Freya - Discus and Mia - 1500m 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all the students who represented the 
school on the day and continued to turn up to 
extra curricular practice.  

 
 
 

Thank you—ACL GP Ltd 

 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to ACL GP Limited who recently 

sponsored the school and provided the funds to purchase our District Sports 

team kit.   

Students wore their new kits with pride and looked incredibly smart at the above 

event.  
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News and  Achievements 

 

Languages Leaders Award 
 
This year, 15 students in Year 10 have taken part in the 
Language Leader Award programme. They have learned how 
to design and plan languages lessons, which they have taught 
to Year 7 and Year 6 students.  
 
This July  saw them teaching their final lessons to students at 
Sunnymede Junior School. They have put a lot of hard work 
and dedication into the programme and we want to 
congratulate them on successfully completing the 
programme.  

 

German Virtual Exchange 
 

This term, 16 students in Years 7-9 have taken part in a “Virtual German Exchange”. They have been paired up with 
students from our German Exchange partner school in Reutlingen, Germany and they created projects for their partners 
to tell them about their lives here in England. They also took part in a video call with Germany and were treated to a tour 
of the school by their partners. They then had a question and answer session with the students and quizzed each other 
about the differences between German and English school life – our students were fans of the lack of uniform over in 
Germany!  
 
All the students have thoroughly enjoyed this important cultural exchange of information and we look forward to next 
year and hopefully starting up the in-person exchange again. 

 
Anthea Bell Translation Competition 

 
This term, two of our students were recognised by 
Oxford University for their entries in the Anthea Bell 
Translation Competition, run by Queen’s College, 
Oxford.   
 
The organisers received over 3,200 submissions from more 
than 260 schools, with over 14,000 pupils taking part in 
total. Entries were judged by a team of undergraduates and 
professional translators. 
 
We are very proud of all our students who submitted 
translations to this year’s competition.  The Languages 
Department whittled the entries down to up to five 
per level, which were sent to Oxford University.  With 
success - Emma (Year 8) and Kian (Year 9) were 
commended for the East region for their translations 
of poems from German (Level 1) and French (Level 2) 
respectively.  This is the second year Kian’s work has 
been recognised, last year he was commended for a 
translation from German.  Congratulations to Emma 
and Kian! 
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News and  Achievements 
 Sports Day 2022 

This year we were delighted to be able to run our traditional 

Sports Day programme for students in Years 7-10. Despite 

the heat, students enjoyed a fun day of activities including; 

benchball, football and tug of war to name but a few.  

The triumphant winners on the day were Scott House.   

  

Year 12 Drama Showcase 
 

On Wednesday, 5 July, we had the pleasure of watching our brilliant Year 12 students 
perform their devised monologues on .  
 
We could not believe the creativity and passion that a majority of the students managed to 
bring to their performances and we were overwhelmed by the talent that we saw before 
us. I believe that our current Year 12 will achieve highly in their Drama A Level next year 
and they are a pleasure to teach. 

School Uniform Shop 

Please be aware that our Uniform Shop will be open during the holidays as follows: 

Monday 22 August through to Friday 26 August from 09.00 am - 12. 00 pm 

When we return in September the shop will be open as follows: 

Monday and Friday 08.00 am - 09. 15 am 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 3.15 pm - 4.30 pm 

The Uniform Shop is located within F Block ground floor.  Please make yourself known at reception before making your way to 

the shop. 
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News and Achievements 

 

We’ve Got the Power 

 
 
This July, we hosted a wonderful presentation, in association with The Royal Institution. “We’ve Got the Power” was a great 
opportunity for Year 6 students who are transitioning to secondary school this  September. It was an exciting and fun 
experience which encouraged students to view science in an interactive and engaging way.  Existing students were also able 
to enjoy the show as part of their school day.  
  

Students explored the chemistry of fossil fuels, particularly the production of CO2; the history of our understanding of CO2’s 
effect on the climate; and the physics and chemistry of storing electricity. Students discovered why we need to stop burning 
things and what we could do instead to fulfil our needs in the  future. There were some wonderful demonstrations and of 
course, setting things on fire!  

 

Year 10 Prefects 
 

2022 saw the launch of our new Prefect system within the Billericay School.  Our prefect team, comprised of current Year 
10 students from across the five Houses, were selected following an application and interview process.  As ambassadors 
and role models, these students embody key characteristics of maturity, leadership and kindness, and will play an 
invaluable role in contributing to the sense of unity, cooperation and peace within the Billericay School community. They 
will be distinguishable by their black tie with gold windmills, and will be recognised for fulfilling their duties with rewards 
trips.  
 
Within weeks of being appointed, our Prefect team have already impressed, ably assisting with Assistant Head Teacher 
interviews and for their outstanding engagement with the Year 6 students during the two transition days. The   Heads of 
House and teaching staff have been blown away by the prefects' enthusiasm, dedication and good sense.  
 
Needless to say we look forward to their continued involvement in our school community and hope that this new initiative 
will give our younger students something to aspire to.   
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Important Dates 2022 
 

 
 

 
The above dates are subject to change. Further dates and any alterations will be published on our website:  

 
https://www.billericayschool.com/term-dates-and-calendar/calendar/  

News and  Achievements 
Summer Musical Concert  

Over 70 students participated in an absolutely fabulous summer concert this July, which 
featured performances from students in Years 7 through to 13, showcasing a variety of 
Music, Dance and Film.  

The students were amazing and Miss Waxman would like to thank everyone involved for 
all of their hard work and dedication; they are a joy to work with and why she does her 
job and loves it so much. Thank you also to everyone who attended our event, we raise 
over £500 for the music department and FOBS raised over £150 by providing 
refreshments.  

We look forward to seeing you all again next year.  

 18 August 2022 - A Level Results Day  Tuesday 6 September 2022 - Year 12 Parents 
Information Evening  

 25 August 2022 - GCSE Results Day  Friday 9 September 2022 - School Photographs (Years 
7-10 and 12) 

 1 September 2022 - Staff Training Day (No students 
in school) 

 Wednesday 14 September 2022 - Parental Partnership 
Day 

 Friday 2 September 2022 - Years 7, 12 and 13 return 
to school 

 Thursday 22 September 2022 - Open Evening 

 Monday 5 September 2022 - All Years return to 
school  

 Monday 26 September - Friday 30 September 2022 - 
Open Morning Tours 

 Tuesday 6 September 2022 - Year 12 Induction 
(Periods 1 and 2) 

 Thursday 29 September 2022 - Year 13 Parents Evening 

https://www.billericayschool.com/term-dates-and-calendar/calendar/
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Congratulations to Max in Year 13.  Firstly, Max has completed his Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award this year and will 
hopefully be receiving this official award later in the year at Buckingham Palace. This is a massive achievement and requires 
an incredible level of dedication.  
  
He has also qualified as a RLSS Lifeguard and achieved his Assistant Training Lifeguard award for which he volunteers 
weekly.  
 
We are sure you will agree with us these achievements is fantastic -  Well done Max, we are very proud of you. 

External Achievements 
 

Well done to Sophie, Year 8 who has been volunteering her time to coach younger students at Celebrate Gymnastics. 

Sophie has been a coach with the team for two months and will continue with this role throughout the summer. Well done 

Sophie! 

 

Good luck to Theo, Year 9, who is currently on a two week basketball tour of the USA. Theo plays for Brentwood Fire under 
14s and also coaches the KS1 and 2 pre club players. We hope the tour is a big success and we look forward to hearing all 
about it.  

 

Well done to Rhianna C and Leliani E, Year 10, who have been volunteering their time at a local Youth Club on a weekly 
basis. In addition, the girls have assisted at a Rainbow Guides group and completed safeguarding training in order to do so.  
These hours have helped the girls with the volunteering element of their Duke of Edinburgh award.  
 
Well done both of you, we know your efforts will have been very gratefully received from the respective groups.  

 

Congratulations to Sophie H in Year 7 who is the proud owner of a blue belt in karate following a recent grading. Sophie 

has attended lessons since primary school and is on course to one day achieve her black belt! 

 

As well as her accomplishments in karate, Sophie recent had her hair cut, to donate to charity. She 

had a staggering 9 inches cut off which will be sent to the Little Princess Trust, a charity that provides 

real hair wigs, free of charge, to children and young people who have lost their own hair through 

cancer. We know you will agree that this is a wonderful gesture and we are very proud of you Sophie!  
 

https://www.littleprincesses.org.uk/ 

 

After Covid restrictions prevented Logan, Year 10, from competing in his first World Karate Federation Youth League in 
December, he finally attended his first one in May 2022 in Cyprus. With over 70 competitors in his weight category and after 
5 fights he came away placing 7th at the first time of competing.  

 

He has since then attended the a further Youth League in Croatia and made it through a 
couple of rounds. Overall, after 2 events he is now the top ranked England ranked athlete 
in his weight category and ranked 33 in the world.  Logan is on the National England 
Squad and is up for selections to compete at the Commonwealth Games in September.  

 

Logan trains hard while juggling school work along with competitions at the 
weekends. Luckily for Logan he has his older brother Brandon (who also attended The 
Billericay School) who travels overseas with him. Brandon also has 6 caps for the England 
National squad and recently competed at the Senior European Championships and after 
beating the Olympic Champion in the semi finals narrowly lost out 2-1 to become senior 
European silver medallist England's first Senior medal since 2019. 

https://www.littleprincesses.org.uk/
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Year 11 2017-2022 
 
This July, we said our final goodbyes to our Year 11 students. Mr Stokes opened by congratulating the cohort on being a 
wonderful year group to teach and commending them on their resilience and maturity. After the initial niceties, students 
were then treated to a slideshow of photos of some of the students, including baby photographs sent in by our parental 
community. There were a few embarrassed faces but  overall lots of laughter. Thank you to all the parents/carers who co-
operated with this surprise—unfortunately, we did not have the time to show all the photographs we received but no 
doubt, those students were quite thankful of that!  

 
Next, followed a musical interlude from our Year 11 school band; Luka, Alfie, 
Rogan and Tom who performed an amazing rendition of Mr Brightside, to the 
delight of their peers.  
 
Our Yearbook Committee then amused the audience with the Student 
Awards, as voted for by the students. Categories included; “Student most 
likely to go to space”, “Students most likely to still be friends at 80” and 
“Student most likely to play professional football”, to name just a few. 
Certificates were presented to all the winners and will be recorded in the 
Yearbook. 

 
 
As a final farewell, students were treated to a surprise performance 
by Mr Pead who played “Good Riddance” by Greenday, a song which 
is also known as “Time of your Life”.  
 
We do sincerely hope that you have all had the “Time of Your Life” 
whilst at The Billericay School. Many of you will hopefully be 
returning in September to form our new Year 12 and we look 
forward to welcoming you back then. For those of you heading 
elsewhere, we wish you luck and all the very best for the future.  
 
Please do keep in touch with the school and update us of your future 
successes, of which we know you will have many! 
 
Good luck to you all on GCSE results day on 25 August but until then, enjoy the SUMMER OF 2022 - you have earned it!   
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Examination Advice 
 

This August, we will once again be issuing Examination Results on an allocated time slot basis. Please see below for your 
designated time: 

 
Year 13 2021-22 Examination Results Collection  

 
On Thursday 18th August, Year 13 students for the Academic year 2021-22 are invited to come to the Main School 
reception to collect their results. In order to manage the flow of students through the school, collection has been split into 
two groups based on the first letter of the student’s legal surname. The timings are as follows:  
 

*However, if your UCAS Track is flagging an issue first thing in the morning, please come in as soon as you can!  
 

Year 11 2021-22 Examination Results Collection  
 
On Thursday 25th August, Year 11 students for the Academic year 2021-22 are invited to come to the Main School 
reception to collect their results. In order to manage the flow of students through the school, collection has been split into 
three groups based on the first letter of the student’s legal surname. The timings are as follows:  
 

Please note also that students will be asked to sign a form on the results day giving consent for their exam scripts to be 
used (anonymously) for teaching purposes and it is most important that this is done before they leave on that day.  
 

Year 10 2021-22 Examination Results Collection  
 
On Thursday 25th August, Year 10 students for the Academic year 2021-22 are invited to come to the Main School 
reception to collect their results. In order to manage the flow of students through the school, collection has been split into 
three groups based on the first letter of the student’s legal surname. The timings are as follows:  
 

 
Please note also that students will be asked to sign a form on the results day giving consent for their exam scripts to be 
used (anonymously) for teaching purposes and it is most important that this is done before they leave on that day.  
 

For more information on results, please refer to our website:  

https://www.billericayschool.com/examinations/examinations-2022/  
 

Student Legal Surname Collection Time 

A-K 09.00 am - 09.30 am 

L-Z 09.50 am—10.20 am * 

Student Legal Surname Collection Time 

A-F 09.00 am - 09.30 am 

G-M 09.45 am - 10.15 am 

N-Z 10.30 am - 11.00 am  

Student Legal Surname Collection Time 

A-F 12.00 pm - 12.30 pm 

G-M 12.45 pm - 1.15 pm 

N-Z 1.30 pm - 2.00 pm 

https://www.billericayschool.com/examinations/examinations-2022/


17  July 2022 

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH    Tel: 01277 655191  www.billericayschool.com    E-mail: info@billericayschool.com  

Student Notices - Mental Health 

Grief and Loss 
 

The sad and sudden loss of Mr Elkins has been felt deeply by our school community and I have had the privilege to hear 
from pupils how much they will miss him for his openness and kindness.  Some young people have chosen to make cards 
and paint pebbles as a sign of remembrance and taken some time to recall their memories of Mr Elkins.   
 
The journey of grief is unique to all of us and there are no neat and tidy phases, grief and loss are an inevitable part of l ife 
and acknowledging and respecting the process and the pain that accompanies loss is part of healing.  In my work as a 
counsellor I witness that often it is not the pain of loss that can leave people in turmoil, but what people do to avoid the 
pain, that is why as a school community we have been supporting pupils to talk and express their feelings. 
 
Love and loss are intrinsic to life but I wonder how many of us take time to really talk to young people about our 
experiences of death and the process of grief?  Sharing our own stories with the young people in our lives can be a 
powerful way for them to begin to understand the normality of death and the painful experience of loss and grief, and can 
also help them to find words to express their own experiences. 
 
For the young people in our community who are on their own personal grief journey, staff are sensitive to how this 
collective loss may impact them and we are always available to support our young people through their process of grief.  
 
Suddenly losing a member of our school community will take time to come to terms with and some young people may 
need some time to talk during the summer holidays.  There are several organisations that can support young people 
through grief as well as some websites which offer ideas on how you can be a support.  The journey of grief has no time 
frame or order but through the process does come healing.  C.S. Lewis described his healing journey after the loss of his 
wife, in the last chapter of A Grief Observed. Lewis admits that grief is  
 
“like a long valley, a winding valley where any bend may reveal a totally new landscape.” Happiness almost feels a little 
haunted, but time evaporates the wetness from some of the tears, albeit gradual, “like the warming of a room or the 
coming of daylight”. 
 
Additional support for our young people can be found via the following links: 
 

 Supporting bereaved children and young people | Child Bereavement UK (good information on how to support a 
young person). 

 

 For young people – The Good Grief Trust 
 

 How To Deal With Grief and Loss | Mental Health Advice | YoungMinds 
 

 Childline | Childline 
 
 
I hope you all have a peaceful and restful summer holiday.  
 

Karen Tootill, School Counsellor 
 
 

https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people#:~:text=Supporting%20bereaved%20children%20and%20young%20people%20Children%20and,with%20the%20support%20they%20need%20in%20their%20grief.
https://www.thegoodgrieftrust.org/find-support/for-young-people/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/young-person/my-feelings/grief-and-loss/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
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Sixth Form 

 Goodbye Mrs Pike 

This term, we will be sad to say goodbye to Lesley Pike, Sixth Form Administrator and 
Pastoral Assistant, as she leaves for her well earned retirement.  
 
Mrs Pike has been with The Billericay School since April 2001. Having started as an Exams 
Invigilator, Mrs Pike then moved to the RBLC. She finally moved to the Sixth Form team in 
2007 and soon became a firm favourite with the students, providing them with guidance, 
support and encouragement in all aspects of their lives.  
 
She has proven to be an invaluable contributor to the conception, testing and deployment 
of new Sixth Form initiatives and has served as the anchor of the Sixth Form ship, keeping us 
in calm and safe waters as we navigate the ever-evolving challenges inherent to the work 
we do. Over the years, Lesley has been involved with countless University Trips, Careers 
events, Induction days and activities, Awards evenings, Results days and not to mention, the 
highlight of the calendar, the Year 13 prom! 

 
Students in both Year 12 and Year 13 said their goodbyes to Mrs Pike as part of their Leavers’ Assembly and presented gifts 
and flowers to express their appreciation.  
 
Whilst we know that Mrs Pike will be hugely missed by both the students and staff alike, we know that her replacement, Mrs 
Dewell will do a fantastic job when we return in September. 

 

Another major event during the last half term was the first ever Sixth Form Culture Day. The event was designed, organised 
and managed entirely by Sixth Form students, showcasing food, fashion and facts from around the world. Students 
delivered talks about their culture and heritage, along with quick quizzes and even a few language lessons.  

 
 
 

Following this, a buffet was provided and our students eagerly embraced the 
opportunity to sample traditional delicacies from around the world - many a belly was 
filled! The event was so well received that we aim to make it an annual event in the 
school calendar. 

As always, it has been a busy end of term in the Sixth Form. Our 'Next Steps' days have seen a range of external speakers 
address Year 12, providing them with important information regarding university and apprenticeships applications. With 
seminars covering everything from personal statement tips to the ins and outs of the UCAS process, students welcomed and 
engaged with our expert guests superbly. 
 
As one group leaves the Sixth Form, another joins! Following a wonderful Year 13 Leaver's Assembly and Prom, current Year 
11 students were invited to experience Sixth Form life during our '11 into 12 Day'. Subject staff across the school offered a 
range of lessons in their subjects and students were able to gain insight into the nature of life in post-16 education. The day 
was extremely well attended, with the Common Room almost at bursting point for the introductory welcome. We look 
forward to welcoming all students to us officially in September. 
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Sixth Form 
 

Goodbye Year 13 

It is that time again where we say goodbye to our current Year 13 students. Following on from our traditional Year 13 

assembly, where students were treated to a musical performance by their peers and enjoyed an awards presentation, 

students enjoyed an evening of fun and frivolity at the Prom, hosted this year at Greenwoods.  

 

It has been our absolute pleasure to teach you all and we look forward to seeing you all on results day in August. Don ’t forget 

there will be staff on hand to talk you through your options, should you need it.  

 

 

All that’s left is for the Sixth Form team to wish our students and their families a happy and safe summer.  

We look forward to welcoming all students, existing and new, to the Sixth Form in September. 

 

Miss Pollard and the Sixth Form team 
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Staff Announcements 

This term, we are sorry to say goodbye to a number of our esteemed colleagues; 

 

Mrs Pike, in Sixth Form, leaves us to enjoy her retirement after almost 22 years.  

Mrs Boyd, in our main office, also leaves us to retire, following a 19 year period at 

the school. Mrs Mutsure will be leaving to spend time with family after 18 years 

at the school. Miss Keim will be joining a new school, closer to home, after 10 

years in the Languages department and we wish her luck in her new role. Miss 

Pasiewicz, our wonderful Art Technician, leaves us after 10 years and we wish her 

all the very best in her new venture.  Mrs Turner will be leaving the First Aid 

room but will be stay within the school as an Exams Invigilator.  

 

We also say goodbye to Mr Shipton, LSA, Miss Rey, Progress Mentor, Mr Hoque, Maths Teacher, Miss McGroeder, History 

and Sociology, Ms Downes in Business and Mr Harrison, English.  

 

We wish you all the very best and we hope you will all stay in touch. 

 

Internally, we have seen staff movement, with Mr Legg moving full time into Pastoral and Mrs Dewell taking over the 

reins from Mrs Pike in Sixth Form.   

 

In September, Mrs Burton will be taking on the role of Head of Food Technology and Miss Cordell is our new Head of 

Textiles.  Mrs Maher will be taking over from Mrs Boyd in the Main Office and Mr Hanton will be Head of Keller in a job 

share with Mrs Griffiths. Mrs Hamilton has been appointed as Pastoral Support Assistant and Ms Murray has been 

appointed as our Inclusion Hub Lead. Mrs Kelly is now our Finance Manager and Megan Hodges joins us as her Assistant.    

 

Congratulations to all of you!  

 

This September we will be welcoming some new faces (and some old ones): 

  

Mr Fifield will be returning to Business and Economics and Ms Valasky will be returning to English.   

 

Mrs Galer will be joining us in Science, Mrs Baines, Miss Seaver and Mr Smith will be joining our Maths department and 

Mrs Burns joins us in PE.    

 

Mrs Warren, Mrs Aliphon and Mrs Regan will be our new LSA’s and Mrs Hall and Mrs Collier are both taking on 

administrator roles.  Miss Beadle joins us as Progress Mentor, while Miss Oldhamstead and Miss Wiseall have been 

appointed as our new First Aid Room and Welfare Assistants. Miss Napier takes on our Art Technician role and Ms Say will 

be joining us as our Pastoral Assistant for Scott House.  

 

Finally, we would like to welcome Mrs Goodyear and Mr Mills as Assistant Headteachers. 

 

I know you will join us in making them all feel very welcome.  
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Parent/Carer Notices 
 

Forgotten Items 

Please be reminded that we do not accept the 
delivery of forgotten student items during the school 
day.   The main reason being that students are 
encouraged to take responsibility for their belongings 
and manage their own lesson preparation - relying on 
relatives to deliver items for the day does not support 
this. The only exception being the delivery of urgent 
medical items.  
 
If your child forgets an item for the school day, such 
as but not limited to; cooking ingredients, PE kit, 
lunch, you may telephone the main office or email the 
school so that the teacher can be made aware.  
 
With thanks in advance for your support. 

 

Visitors 
 

The school site is secured during school hours and visitors are 
not permitted on site without pre-existing appointments.  Entry 
is granted via the intercom system located at our main gate on 
School Road and visitors are asked NOT to enter the site before 
first announcing themselves - Please DO NOT follow another 
vehicle through the gates or hold the pedestrian gate open to 
other members of the public. Once on site, please sign at the 
main reception located in F block. 
 
These procedures are in place for the safety of our students and 
your co-operation is very much appreciated.  

 

Parking and Collecting/Dropping Off 

Could we please remind all parents/carers about the 

importance of parking safely and considerately around 

the school. This includes but is not limited to; Roman 

Way, School Road and Bell Hill.  

Please refrain from blocking resident driveways/

access, parking on pavements or parking in restricted 

areas.  

South Essex Parking Partnership have been informed 

of the ongoing concerns and are working with us to 

monitor the situation.  Going forward, their 

enforcement team will be carrying out effective 

patrols.  Your support is appreciated.  

 

Contact Us 
 

If you wish to contact the school for any reason, please use the following avenues of communication: 
 

Website: www.billericayschool.com  
Telephone: 01277 655191 

Email: info@billericayschool.com  
 

To enable us to communicate with you effectively, please ensure that the email address of any primary contact of your 
child is up to date. If you have recently changed your email address, please inform the school via email as a matter of 

urgency.  
 

Whole school communications, including detention notifications are communicated via email, it is therefore imperative 
that we hold the correct information for parents/carers.  

 
Thank you  

 

Appeal for Uniform Donation 

Student Services are currently very low 

on loan items for students. In particular; 

blazers, ties and trousers (older boys). If 

you have any uniform that you no longer 

require, please consider donating this to 

the school. 

With thanks in advance.  

 

 

Friends of Billericay School (FOBS) 
 

Are you interested in becoming a part of FOBS (Friends of 
Billericay School). FOBS are a registered charity who organise 
fundraising events which directly benefit the students of our 
school.  
 
Sadly, membership has declined in recent years and they are 
desperate for new members in order to keep running.  
For more information, please refer to their dedicated page 
below.  
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Student Notices 

Vaping 

We do not permit smoking or 
vaping in school. 

Any student who is found to 
be in possession of vapes or 
smoking paraphernalia will be 
excluded. 

Public Transport 

We work closely with bus companies so that everyone is able 
to enjoy a safe and pleasant journey. 

Remember that there is CCTV on buses and any antisocial 
behaviour will result in sanctions, as appropriate. 

Please be respectful of your fellow travellers and transport  
staff.  

Thank you.  

School Toilets 

A minority of students vandalise toilets or use them 
inappropriately as social spaces. This is not fair on 
other students who wish to use these facilities or 
on the staff who are then responsible for cleaning 
the area.  

We are able to identify culprits using CCTV and 
students will be made to pay for damage and 
sanctioned accordingly. 

Inappropriate Use of Social Media 

Any student who sets up accounts and posts content which 
bullies or harasses students or staff will be excluded, 
potentially permanently, and the police will be informed.  

Any students following, liking or engaging with these sort of 
accounts will also be sanctioned. 

 

Lost Property 
 

 

Student Services, located in C Block Ground Floor, currently have a large collection of lost property.  
 
Unfortunately, due to limited storage and an ever-growing amount of unclaimed belongings, any items not collected each 
term are donated to local charities.  
 
Please visit  Student Services 
for any missing items.   
 
An additional lost property 
store can also be found in PE.  

NIBS Bus Service  

Don’t forget—there is a second NIBS bus which departs at 4.12pm from the “Weir Wynd” 

bus stop on the Southend Road. Although it is called Weir Wynd, it is on the opposite side 

of the road to the close with the same name! 

You will need to hold out your arm to alert the driver as this bus will not stop otherwise. 

You can use your NIBS pass as you would on the after school service.  

First Aid Room - Reminder  

Please be reminded that paracetamol will only be issued after Period 3 (12:15pm) and during lunchtime. After lunchtime 
(2:00pm) paracetamol will not be given as it is too close to the end of school. 

If you need to visit the First Aid room after lunchtime, you must go to your Period 5 lesson first and not come to the First Aid   
room until you have been registered and have your planner signed. 

Thank you 



23  July 2022 

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH    Tel: 01277 655191  www.billericayschool.com    E-mail: info@billericayschool.com  

FOBS (Friends of The Billericay School) 

“Students, at the heart of all we do” 

Registered Charity No 1022965  Email: fobs.crew@gmail.com 

https://www.billericayschool.com/parents/friends-of-billericay-school/ 

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/BillericaySchoolFOBS/ 

Join Us 
 

FOBS always welcomes new members to help organise events, fundraise for students and offer input in to how money 
we raise is spent.  Being part of FOBS is really low-key: we have evening meetings 4 times a year and organise events, like 
race nights or quizzes.  
 

We are currently really struggling for people to support all our fundraising ideas, so if you would like to get involved 
please email: fobs.crew@gmail.com or message us via Facebook - we’re a small group, and would love more help. 

Adventure Island tickets 
 

Don't forget, if you want to go to Adventure Island over the holidays, you can get 
reduced tickets (£15 each for blue wristbands) from Amanda Warren - message 
Amanda or Friends of Billericay School to buy. Collection near Sun Corner. All money 
goes to FOBS to support projects in school. 

Match funding 
 

Does your employer run a 'match funding' initiative where charity events you support are topped up with donations from 
the employer? If so, please email fobstreasurer@gmail.com with your details.  Even by attending events like the quiz, you 
could enable us to claim match funding. This can make a HUGE difference to the amount of money we're able to raise via the 
events we run. 

Fun Walk 

Thank you so much for all the support from parents, carers and the PE department for the Fun Walk in June. We are delighted 
to announce that the Fun Walk has already raised over £1300, with more to follow with the top up money from the Fun Walk 
Trust! Thank you too to all the students who took part - with giant inflatables part of the course for some sessions, they 
hopefully enjoyed taking part. We will share the final grand total once the Fun Walk Trust contribution has been confirmed, but 
in the meantime - THANK YOU! All money raised will go back to the PE department to buy kit and equipment. 

 200 Club  

Have you joined the FOBS 200 Club? It's only £1 a month and you could win prizes of £50, £100 or £200!. Set up a standing 
order of £12 a year to 60-02-30 33673810, and email fobstreasurer@gmail.com to confirm your name, and you're in the 
next monthly draw: simple as that!  From September 2022, we hope to include this an optional payment on Parent Pay, 
just to make things that little bit easier! 

Summer Music Concert 

FOBS recently attended the Summer Music Concert and provided refreshments and ice creams to a very hot audience during 

the interval. The evening was a huge success from a fundraising point of view and we made over £150! We plan to attend as 

many events as possible going forward but, as always, in order to do this we need volunteers!  

Please contact us if you would like to help out.  

https://www.billericayschool.com/parents/friends-of-billericay-school/fobs-events/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericaySchoolFOBS/
mailto:fobs.crew@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/BillericaySchoolFOBS
http://fobstreasurer@gmail.com
https://www.billericayschool.com/parents/friends-of-billericay-school/200-club/
mailto:fobstreasurer@gmail.com
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Recruiting Now for Teacher Training! 

Are you bored with the daily grind? Do you have skills and talents that aren’t being used? 

Would you like to do a uniquely satisfying job that makes a real contribution?  

Why not join our Teacher Training Programme? 

BEC Teacher Training trains local teachers for local schools. With over 25 years of experience 

and rated an outstanding provider by Ofsted, our friendly and professional team works in close partnership with over 50 

Essex schools to train primary and secondary teachers. Our trainees tell us that training with us is a ‘first class experience’ 

that gives them ‘all the skills they need to be a successful teacher’.   All our trainees get jobs when they reach the end of 

the course, with the vast majority choosing to take up positions in local schools as they take their first steps in this 

exceptionally rewarding career.  

“Teaching is honestly wonderful. It’s a joy to be a teacher!” says former trainee Maddie. 

Contact us today to find out more about teacher training. Call 01268 477611, email louise@billericayscitt or visit our 
website www.billericayscitt.com  for more information.  

Community Notices 

 

Activ8 Fencing Club, run by experienced fencer, Chris Green, 

currently operate after school sessions within the school.  

Chris has seen countless students progress to international level 

and is currently taking on new students.  

If you are interested, please feel free to contact him on  

07973 229130 or email: chris@epeefencing.com  

The Billericay Sports Centre is now fully reopened. 

Please feel free to contact the team for more information on any of our services: 

Email: sportscentre@billericayschool.com  

Telephone: 01277 655545 (after 6pm) 

https://www.billericayschool.com/sports-centre/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BillericaySchool  

 

We look forward to welcoming Years 7, 12 and 13 back on Friday 2 

September and all other years on Monday 5 September.  

 

Week commencing Monday 5 September will be Week B.  

 

All that remains is for us to say, have a wonderful SUMMER, from all the 

staff at The Billericay School!! 

http://www.billericayscitt.com
mailto:sportscentre@billericayschool.com
https://www.billericayschool.com/sports-centre/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericaySchool

