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INTRODUCTION 

 

General Principles: 

In designing our curriculum, we aim to: 

 Create and maintain a learning environment where students are encouraged and enabled to excel. 

 

 Enable students to take individual responsibility for their own learning and development, both 

through formal and informal learning opportunities and on-going assessment 

 

 Develop a culture in which individuals develop resilience, think critically and learn from any 

mistakes made; this is a culture where excellence and innovation are encouraged and rewarded. 

 Promote the value of a balanced, holistic lifestyle as part of each individual’s overall personal 

development and well-being. 

 Support students to make informed decisions about their own progress at crucial key stages. 

 Maximise the efficient deployment of staff and resources to support the delivery of the curriculum. 

 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Curriculum Policy Statement is to detail how the curriculum meets the needs of all 

students. To this end, the school aims: 

 To recognise the individual needs and talents of each student and to facilitate development of their 

intellectual, moral, physical, social, spiritual, cultural and creative capacities. 

 To ensure that the curriculum incorporates statutory requirements and yet is flexible and relevant 

to students’ needs. 

 To promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, and 

mutual respect and tolerance of all. 

 To celebrate diversity as a key element of British culture, going beyond tolerance to acceptance 

and inclusion across a range of issues as part of our provision of SMSC. 

 To prepare students for the world of work and lifelong learning.  
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FACULTY STRUCTURE 

Our school has 7 Faculties these comprise of a range of subjects: 

Creative Arts, English and Film, Humanities, Mathematics and Computing, Languages and Business, 

Science and Engineering and Vocational Studies. 

We have, this year, moved to creating Subject Vision Statements which align with our main school vision 

and Intent. Our intention now is that our Subject Leads implement and enact their vision statements 

through their curriculum. We look to build our intents solidly into our curriculums across the next 3 years. 

 

CURRICULUM OFFER 

The key aim of our curriculum is to support the school’s vision statement: 

TO CREATE A CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE BY EMBEDDING A CURRICULUM OF 
LEARNING, CURIOSITY AND SUCCESS FOR ALL. 

 
And is underpinned by our 3 core values of Curiosity, Aspiration and Success. 
 
Both the intent and values are new to our school this year, and we seek to embed them in all we do, 
across the next 3 years. 

 
Key Stage 3 

The curriculum in Years 7, 8 and 9 reflects the National Curriculum; all core and foundation subjects are 
taught, with Citizenship being delivered cross-curricular. The majority of students follow two modern 
foreign languages in Year 7 and specialise in one of these in Year 8; there is the opportunity for talented 
linguists to continue to study both languages across both years. Students in Year 7 requiring additional 
support with literacy and numeracy receive additional teaching in small groups; these students study only 
one language. Personal Development and Religious Education is delivered in all three-year groups. 

In Year 7, all subjects are delivered in mixed attainment teaching groups, with the exception of 
Mathematics, where students are set by attainment, and in PE, where they are banded. 

In Years 8 and 9 students are set in Mathematics. In Year 9 Science, there are two streams with an upper 
stream that eventually divides in to triple Science and combined higher. The other stream will lead to 
combined foundation.  

All remaining subjects are taught in mixed attainment groups. 

Years 10-11  

The curriculum offer for Years 10-11 reflects recent educational reforms including the ‘Ebacc’ and ‘Progress 

8’ agendas. 

The core curriculum is followed by all students in Years 10 - 11. This comprises of: 

 GCSEs in English Language and English Literature, Maths, Science [either combined or single 

subjects - Biology, Chemistry and Physics] 
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 We have a timetabled provision in Religious Education, Physical Education and Personal 

Development across KS4. These are all non-examination courses though students’ can opt for 

examined pathways in both Sports and Religious Studies. 

The options programme offers: 

 A wide range of GCSE courses 

 Several high-quality vocational qualifications with GCSE equivalence 

Students follow four option courses, all at Level 2 [with the exception of Level 1 courses tailored to 

individual need].  

All four options are chosen at the end of Year 9 and study begins in Year 10.  

Students choose from a range of GCSE and vocational (GCSE equivalent) courses; they study these in Years 

10 and 11 and sit the final exam in summer of Y11. Many students are encouraged to choose a Language 

option: Students choose either Chinese, French or German GCSE and study the course throughout Years 

10-11; they sit the final exam in the summer of Y11. Students may elect to study two language GCSEs. The 

majority of students choose either Geography or History GCSE and study the course throughout Years 10-

11; they sit the final exam in the summer of Y11. Students may elect to study both Geography and History 

GCSE. 

 

Ebacc Entry Policy: 

Where appropriate, the school guides all students to meet the Ebacc requirements. 

Inclusion and meeting additional needs: 

Students receive extensive support and guidance when selecting their GCSE (or equivalent) options and are 

expected to see all of their courses through to completion. For a small group of students, however, medical, 

additional needs or social issues result in extended periods of absence and the risk of non-completion. For 

these students, the school may decide to replace or supplement an existing examined course with an 

alternative course, for example a NCFE V Cert or BTEC. Or it may choose to allow that student to instead 

study in an Enhanced Support Session whereby help can be given to support learning across other subjects. 

All decisions made here are in the interests of the child and them achieving successfully. 

Key Stage 5 

The Post 16 curriculum offers: 

 A wide range of A Level courses 

 Several high quality vocational qualifications with A Level equivalence 

 The Extended Project Qualification 

 A ‘Future Citizenship’ course that builds on the Years 7-11 Personal Development curriculum 

 Core Maths 

The majority of students will start three A Levels (or equivalent) courses in Year 12 and complete these 

in Year 13. Some may start and complete four A levels. 
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English and Maths GCSE: 

 

 These are available for any entrant to the Sixth Form as follows: 

 

Where students have met the entry requirements for Sixth Form, but wish to improve their GCSE 

grades in English and Maths, the Sixth Form will look to support these students retaking in November 

of the autumn term. Where provision is available, students would have access to additional English or 

Maths.  

OTHER INFORMATION 

EXAM ENTRIES 

It is school policy to enter students for public examinations in the courses they have been following. In 

exceptional circumstances a student may be withdrawn from one or more examinations; this will be in 

liaison with teaching staff, the student and parents. 

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

A variety of sporting, artistic and academic activities complement the school’s formal curriculum. 

EXTENDED SCHOOL ACTIVITY: Safeguarding Statement 

All extra-curricular activities have to adhere to our school safeguarding procedures. All external providers 

are vetted for DBS clearance and have to wear an appropriate visitor’s badge. Students are supervised by 

an appropriate adult at all times in after school activities. In case of difficulties (e.g. getting home after a 

club) there is always a member of staff on hand to make sure parents/guardians can be contacted. 

MONITORING 

Constituent elements of the Curriculum Policy are monitored throughout the academic year in concurrence 

with the School Development Plan. The Governing Body monitors all aspects of the curriculum, primarily 

by analysis of curriculum reports and school performance data. 

EVALUATION 

The Curriculum Policy is evaluated and reviewed each academic year. 

 

 


