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Welcome to A Level English Language and Literature Combined – you have chosen an 

excellent A Level!  

Why is there such a gap between GCSEs and A-levels?  Well, A-levels are – as their name 

suggests – advanced qualifications, and so require much more of you as the student.  They 

require you to gain a deeper understanding of the texts that you study.  There is a lot more 

independent work and thinking required.  You will be studying texts in a wide range of 

forms:  speeches, essays, transcripts of interviews, twitter feeds, articles, as well as taking a 

more linguistic approach to the study of literary texts. 

Successful students of the course are interested in how language works in a variety of 

situations, so listening to Ted Talks, or speeches from politicians and thinking about how 

they work would be useful.   

Summer Tasks  

 Listen to a variety of Ted Talks.  Think about the purpose of the speech and ways in 

which the speaker uses language to communicate his / her message.  

 Find some interesting articles to read from a broadsheet newspaper.  (The Guardian/ 

The Independent/ The Times/ The Telegraph). Some of these newspapers have free 

apps.  Make notes about the purposes in the articles and the language writers use to 

communicate their ideas.  

 Read David Crystal’s The Little Book of Language.  This provides a fascinating 

insight into spoken language which you can apply to both fiction, drama texts and 

non-fiction.   

 Annotate and write a response to the extract from the next page.  This gives you a 

flavour of how you will need to analyse texts. 

 There is an element of creative and non-fiction writing in the course, so try to exercise 

your ‘writing muscle.’ Keep a scrap book of pictures to generate ideas for short 

stories (who / what/ why/ when/ how…).  Write some reviews of films you have 

watched or gigs you have been to.  

 You could also read and research some of the texts from the reading list for the Non- 

Examined Unit.   

 You may wish to browse the Learning Resources drive on the school portal and 

familiarise yourself with linguistic and literary terms.   

  



 

Close reading of a literary text.   

This is a fiction extract from Lolita (1955) by Vladimir Nabokov. The novel is a first person 

narrative detailing the narrator’s obsession and sexual relationship with an underage girl. This 

extract, taken from early in the novel, shows the narrator introducing himself to the reader. 

 

Question:  
In this extract, what impression does the reader gain of the narrator?  

 

You may wish to consider: 

 The tone and register of the narrator’s voice  

 The response and role of the reader  

 Language choices and effects   

  

  
I was born in 1910, in Paris. My father was a gentle, easy-going person, a salad of racial genes: a 

Swiss citizen, of mixed French and Austrian descent, with a dash of the Danube in his veins. I am 

going to pass around in a minute some lovely, glossy-blue picture-postcards. He owned a 

luxurious hotel on the Riviera. His father and two grandfathers had sold wine, jewels and silk, 

respectively. At thirty he married an English girl, daughter of Jerome Dunn, the alpinist, and 

granddaughter of two Dorset parsons, experts in obscure subjects – paleopedology and Aeolian 

harps, respectively. My very photogenic mother died in a freak accident (picnic, lightning) when I 

was three, and, save for a pocket of warmth in the darkest past, nothing of her subsists within the 

hollows and dells of memory, over which, if you can still stand my style (I am writing under 

observation), the sun of my infancy had set: surely, you all know those redolent remnants of day 

suspended, with the midges, about some hedge in bloom or suddenly entered and traversed by the 

rambler, at the bottom of a hill, in the summer dusk; a furry warmth, golden midges.  

 

My mother’s elder sister, Sybil, whom a cousin of my father’s had married and then neglected, 

served in my immediate family as a kind of unpaid governess and housekeeper. Somebody told 

me later that she had been in love with my father, and that he had lightheartedly taken advantage 

of it one rainy day and forgotten it by the time the weather cleared. I was extremely fond of her, 

despite the rigidity – the fatal rigidity – of some of her rules. Perhaps she wanted to make of me, 

in the fullness of time, a better widower than my father. Aunt Sybil had pink-rimmed azure eyes 

and a waxen complexion. She wrote poetry. She was poetically superstitious. She said she knew 

she would die soon after my sixteenth birthday, and did. Her husband, a great traveler in 

perfumes, spent most of his time in America, where eventually he founded a firm and acquired a 

bit of real estate. 

  



A level Combined Reading list :  You must purchase these texts:  

F Scott Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby  

Carol Ann Duffy: Rapture (poetry collection)  

Tennessee Williams: A Streetcar Named Desire  

 

Non Examined Unit 

This is an independent unit of work.  You will need to compare one of these texts with 

another of your choice. It is most likely that you will choose from Twelve Years a Slave or 

Stasiland (also essential to purchase) as your teacher will start you off with these in class, but 

you could read any of these texts over the summer.  

George Orwell: Down and Out in Paris and London 

Jenny Diski: Skating to Antarctica  

Alexander Masters: Stuart: A Life Backwards 

Allie Brosh: Hyperbole and a Half 

Bill Bryson: The Lost Continent 

Anon: I Am The Secret Footballer 

Anna Funder: Stasiland 

Jeannette Winterson: Why Be Happy When You Could be Normal? 

Stephen Grosz: The Examined Life 

Solomon Northrop: Twelve Years a Slave  

Xinran: What the Chinese Don’t Eat 

Truman Capote: In Cold Blood. 

 

 

 

 

 


