
A Level English 

Literature 
Get ready for Literature… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading List & Summer Tasks 
 

  

 



 

Welcome to A Level Literature - you have chosen an 
excellent A Level! 

 

Why is there such a gap between GCSEs and A-levels? Well, A-levels are – as their name 

suggests – advanced qualifications, and so require much more of you as the student. They 

require you to gain a deeper understanding of the texts that you study. There is a lot more 

independent work required like reading about the author’s life and how this may have 

influenced the text; reading texts that are not on the examination syllabus in order to gain a 

deeper understanding of the context or writer’s that may have influenced the writing of the 

novel that you are studying. 

 

Dr Ellerby, head of history at Dorset's Parkstone grammar, says: "GCSE is often highly 

structured with very specific requirements for homework, whereas at A- level there is a 

greater expectation for taking the initiative in going beyond the set reading and utilising the 

library to read around and consolidate." Roughly speaking, for GCSE exams you can just 

learn the content. At A-level you actually need to understand it. 

 

The internet is a great source for reading other people’s interpretations of text – use these 

to formulate your own response – Remember the beauty of Literature is that there is never 

a right or wrong answer as long as you can justify your point of view! 

 

Get into the habit of using your time effectively, and organise yourself so you know when 

you have deadlines and when you're going to do your work, then A-levels will seem much 

easier and less of a jump than expected. Particularly during the pressure points when you 

have non-examined assessment or exams, being organised and motivated from the start will 

ensure that you're really prepared, and not too stressed. 

 

At any point during A-levels, if you're finding it hard, or are struggling with the workload, 

then it's always worth seeking advice and support. Your form tutor, subject teachers, and 

head of sixth form are a good place to start, and the earlier you talk to someone about any 

difficulties that you're having, the sooner they can be resolved. 

 

This pack is designed to get you thinking as an A level student – the 

activities will enable you to think as a critical reader and share your 

thoughts with others in your class. Well done for making a great 

choice of A level! 

 



Year 12 AS English Literature Reading List 

 

 

Compulsory Reading List: 

Twelfth Night Arden Shakespeare: Third Series (ISBN 978-1903436998) 

Twelfth Night York Notes for AS & A2 Advanced (ISBN 978-1447948889) 

The History Boys by Alan Bennett (ISBN 978-0571224647) 

Nineteen Eighty Four: The Annotated Edition (ISBN 978-0141391700) 

1984 Nineteen Eighty-Four: York Notes Advanced (ISBN 978-1405807043) 

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie Penguin Modern Classics (ISBN 978-0141181424) 

Additional study guides for exam texts are on L-Drive  

 

Optional Wider Reading/Viewing List 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAl74KQ_IZI (interview with Alan Bennett on The 

History Boys) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iDBvX6fTW00 (interview with Stephen Fry on Twelfth 

Night) 

Twelfth Night DVD (1996) directed by Trevor Nunn 

Stage Beauty (2004) directed by Richard Eyre 

Shakespeare in Love (1999) directed by John Madden 

She’s the Man (2006) directed by Andy Fickman 

Cressida by Nicholas Wright 

The Children of Men by P.D James  

Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAl74KQ_IZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iDBvX6fTW00


 

SHAKESPEARE 
 

In September you will be studying the Shakespeare play Twelfth Night 

ready for your A level examinations. Shakespeare is an important 

element of our cultural and literary heritage so it is really important that 

you familiarise yourself with the great Bard and his writing. 

 

Why do we still study Shakespeare today? 

People still talk about Shakespeare and study his plays because: 

 He wrote plays that are enormously rewarding to act and direct 

 His characters are endlessly interesting and impossible to reduce to a simple 
formula 

 His language, though now difficult, is subtle, richly varied, and eloquent (this 
includes the Sonnets, of course) 

 The plots of his plays still speak to the experiences of a modern world (think of 
the recent teen movies Ten Things I Hate About You from The Taming of the 
Shrew and Get Over It from A Midsummer Night's Dream) 

 His plays survive translation, and are performed around the world 

 He’s just an amazingly good writer. 

 

Summer Task 1: Research the context of Twelfth Night by Shakespeare.  
Consider: 

 Shakespeare’s background, life and literary works 

 Life in Elizabethan England  

 What ‘Twelfth Night’ is and what happened on the ‘Twelfth Night’ 

 Prepare a 10 minute presentation to deliver in your first lesson back – you can use 
visual aids & props but NOT power point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Your Choice… 

 
 

 

For your summer task 2 we would like you to find a poem that has been written by a poet 

who is in the literary canon (you may need to begin with finding out what the literary canon 

is and who is in it!) 

Bring your chosen poem to our first lesson back – Be prepared to tell us why you chose the 

poem and what you think the poem is about… Happy poem hunting! 

 

Here are some authors to get you started: 

 Christina Rossetti 

 William Wordsworth 

 John Keats  

 William Blake 

 Phillip Larkin 

 Sylvia Plath 

 Alfred Tennyson  

 

HAVE FUN…! 

 

 

 


