
English AQA Language Paper 1 

 
Examination length: 1 hour 45 minutes. 
This exam consists of four reading questions and one writing question. The reading questions (1-4) are 
worth 50% and the creative writing task (5) is worth 50%. 
It is recommended you spend one hour on the reading section (1-4) and 45 minutes on the writing section 
(5).  
In question one, you are expected to have read through the text and then list 4 things from the specified 
section of the text. You are able to copy words and phrases from the text for this question.  
 
The question is worth 4 marks.  
In question 2, an extract from the text is printed on the exam paper. You must refer to specified lines only 
in this question. You are then required to discuss how language creates an effect. An example question 
would be: -  
In lines 6-14, how does the writer use language here to describe Rosabel’s bus journey home? 
You could include: 

 words and phrases 

 language features and techniques 

 sentence forms. 

The question is work 8 marks 
In question 3, you must refer to the whole source and analyse the effect created by structural choices 
made by the writer. An example question would be:- 
The text is from the beginning of a short story.  
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 
You could write about: 

 what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source 

 how and why the writer changes focus as the source develops 

 any other structural features that interest you. 

The question is worth 8 marks.  
 
In question 4, you are required to evaluate the effectiveness of the text in reference to a critical statement. 

You will be directed towards a specific section. It is important that you focus on this section of the text when 

answering the question. An example question would be:- 

Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source, from line 19 to the end. 

A student said, ‘This part of the story, set in the hat shop, shows that the red-haired girl has many 

advantages in life, and I think Rosabel is right to be angry.’  

To what extent do you agree? 

In your response, you could: 
 consider your own impression of the red-haired girl 

 evaluate how the writer conveys Rosabel’s reaction to the red-haired girl 

 support your response with reference to the text. 

The question is worth 20 marks.  

This completes the ‘reading’ section of your exam. 
The writing section for Paper 1, requires you to write creatively to engage the reader. An example question 
would be:- 
Your local newspaper is running a creative writing competition and they intend to publish the winning 
entries.  
Either 
Describe a journey by bus suggested by this picture: 
Or 
Write a story about two people from very different backgrounds. 



You are marked out of 24 for the content and organisation. 
 
You are marked out of 16 for technical accuracy.  
 
The question is a total out of 40 marks and is worth 50% of the exam.  

 
An Inspector Calls  
 
This is part of a wider Literature exam but for this mock exam you will just be tested on An Inspector Calls on its own.  
 
You will be given two questions. CHOOSE ONE QUESTION ONLY. 
 
You will have 45 minutes to complete the question.  
 
Here is an example: 
 

 


