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November 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

We are writing to inform you of the arrangements for the Year 11 Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) taking place over 
the coming months. 

 

January PPE Window: Monday 17th January – Friday 28th January 2022 

This is the main window for the Year 11 PPEs, where all students will sit formal written examinations, in the majority 
of their subjects, prior to the 2022 Summer GCSE Examinations. In many cases they will be replicas of full GCSE 
Exam Papers. These PPEs provide students with the opportunity to know how the examination process works, whilst 
also informing staff and students of exactly where they are in terms of their attainment, knowledge and 
understanding. The PPEs give staff and students key information on strengths, gaps in knowledge and examination 
technique.  Students should approach these as a vital part of their learning, as they would approach their exams in 
the summer, and make sure they are acting on their teachers’ advice on how to revise for these. 

The full timetable for these exams can be found attached at the end of this letter. 

For the duration of the PPE Window, unless they are in an exam, students will be expected to be on site and 
attending all lessons. These lessons will be their normal timetabled lessons but will take the form of supervised, 
independent study. Our expectation is that students will arrive to these lessons prepared to revise for the exams 
that they have remaining. The only exception to this is if a student has Core PE, when students do not have an 
exam, these lessons will go ahead as planned so kit will be required. 

As seen from the timetable, all students have exams until the final day of the window, (maths on the final Friday 
morning) so there will always be revision for them to do. 

Whilst we will do our best to catch up with any small number of students that miss an exam over the course of the 
window, we will be using the final afternoon of the PPEs, Friday 28th January, as a catch up for students who have 
missed exams. For all of those Year 11 students who have attended and completed all of their exams across the 
window, there will be an early finish of 11am on Friday 28th January. 

  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

English PPEs: 

English PPEs will happen at an alternative time to the January PPE Window. There are 2 separate sittings of English 
PPEs. 

Date Paper Start time Duration 

Monday 13th December Literature - Macbeth and An Inspector Calls 09:00 1 hour 40 min 

Tuesday 14th December Paper 1 Language 13.15 1 hour 45 min 

Wednesday 23rd February Paper 1 Language 

Paper 2 Language 

09:00 

13:15 

1 hour 45 min 

1 hour 45 min 

Thursday 24th February Paper 1 Literature – A Christmas Carol and 
Inspector Calls 

09:00 1 hour 40 min 

Friday 25th February Paper 2 Literature – Macbeth and Unseen Poetry 09:00 1 hour 45 min 

 

The English PPEs sit outside the window for the full PPE Schedule due to the nature of the English curriculum and 
our aim to examine English at the most appropriate time. Assessing at these points allows us to provide students 
with an experience which provides optimal impact on their learning. Students will receive more information on how 
to prepare for all examinations in their English lessons.  

Maths PPEs: 

The first set of Maths PPEs were completed at the end of October and students have now received their grade. This 
grade is from a full set of GCSE exam papers, using real grade boundaries. All students have been provided with a 
personalised revision sheet with response tasks to complete on Hegarty Maths. We cannot stress the importance 
of this resource enough when it comes to improving their Mathematics grade. Those students that engage with the 
personalised revision lists and Hegarty Maths response tasks often see improvement by 2 or 3 grades over the 
course of year 11. The second set of full PPEs for Mathematics will be completed in the January window. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mr J M Pead 

Assistant Headteacher                                            


