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17 June 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Cancellation of Induction Day 

 

Following the Government announcement on 14 June that current restrictions are to be extended for a 

further 4 weeks, we regret to inform you that our planned Induction Day for Year 6 students, scheduled for 

Tuesday 06 July, has been cancelled.  

 

We completely understand that you and your child will be disappointed and I can assure you that we feel 
the same.  We had put a huge amount of work into planning our induction activities and had explored 
alternatives when it became apparent that restrictions may not be lifted. When the Prime Minister made 
the latest announcement, we sought further guidance from both the DfE and Essex Local Authority and it 
was then obvious that it would be unsafe to proceed with our original plans, as it would have meant going 
against the guidance.  
 
As one of the largest and oversubscribed secondary schools in Essex, we have children joining from 31 
different primary schools. Some of those schools have maintained class bubbles rather than year bubbles, 
which would have been impossible to maintain on an induction day with 1500 other people on site. We 
usually have 10 classes of year 6 for induction, having 30+ would have been impossible in terms of staffing 
and rooming. Moreover this would have meant that some children would be on their own in a bubble (and 
all would be separated from children from other schools) which would have defeated some of the aims of 
their induction.  
 
Other measures, like separating students from the rest of the school body during the day, would have been 
logistically impossible. All secondary schools have had to undertake risk assessments based on their 
context; the size and layout of the school, student numbers, staffing etc. so each school may be doing things 
differently.  Our priority is the safety and well-being of students and we therefore had to make the difficult 
decision to cancel.  
 
We will continue to liaise with our primary schools and gather lots of relevant information to help us best 

prepare for the arrival of Year 7 in September. We will also ensure that we share remote resources and 

activities. In addition, our induction day at the start of term is exclusively for Year 7 students and is an 

opportunity for them to tour the school and familiarise themselves with their new surroundings ahead of 

all other years returning the next day. We hope that all these measures will ensure that their transition is 

as effective as possible.  

 
Indeed our current Year 7 students, who were also unable to experience an actual Year 6 induction day or 
a summer school, reported in a recent survey that their remote induction activities and start of term 
arrangements helped them feel less anxious and more excited about starting Year 7.  
 
We are as disappointed as you are that we cannot proceed but I hope that this has reassured you somewhat.   
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Billericay School Summer School 
 
Due to the cancellation of Induction Day, we would like to invite your child to attend our summer school in 
August 2021.  
 
This five day programme will include a blend of both academic and enrichment activities and will take place 

from Monday 09 August – Friday 13 August during slightly shorter school days.  The programme will be 

offered free of charge and refreshments and a ‘picnic’ lunch will be also be provided. 

 

If you would like to reserve a place for your child, please email the school no later than 28 June at 

admissions@billericayschool.com and provide your child’s full name and a preferred contact number.  

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Griffiths, Summer School Coordinator.  Exact 

timings will be communicated in July to parent/carers that have reserved a place for their child. 

 

Parent/Carer Induction Evening 

 
Our Parent/Carer Induction Evening, which was scheduled for Tuesday 06 July at 5.30pm, will now be held 
remotely.  Details of which will be confirmed as soon as possible. 
 
Please be advised that at this stage, we are only permitted to email the addresses which have been provided 
to us by Essex County Council. This email address is the one used at the point of application. Additional 
contact information, provided by Parents/Carers will be uploaded to our School Information Management 
System in September.  
 
We appreciate your understanding and support and we look forward to welcoming your child to our school.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr P Berry 
Acting Headteacher 
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