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Welcome to The Billericay School
The Billericay School is one of the largest schools in Essex with a roll of almost 1700 students, including around 300
in the Sixth Form. The school has polite and engaged students who are eager to learn and benefits from good
parental support. The school site enjoys an enviable location; close to the town centre, yet situated in spacious
grounds, the school is positioned on an elevated site with distant and sweeping views down towards the River
Thames and beyond. In times past, a windmill stood nearby, a piece of local history still commemorated in our
school badge.

Teaching takes place in five principal blocks; The original structure, that dates from the school's foundation over
sixty years ago includes an open air, furnished quadrangle for lower school students to use. Other buildings
include a modern Technology and Business Studies block, an Art, Food Technology and Textiles building and a Sixth
Form Centre that provides a modern, attractive environment for our older students.

Other resources include a large assembly hall, drama studios, music suites with recording studio, a media area
with video editing suite and a large library, which includes extensive ICT and study facilities as well as housing over
30,000 books.

Welcome

In May 2018, The Billericay School maintained a Good rating by Ofsted and within this report, inspectors noted:
“The headteacher has a clear and focused plan for the school. His relentless drive to achieve “success for all” is
leading improvement in the quality of education”

It is also worthy of note that many of our staff have chosen to send their own children to the school - what greater
sign of confidence could there be!

Our school motto is ‘Caring About Success’. There are lots of people at school who care and want to help students
to be successful. If students are worried or sad or scared about anything, they may talk to a member of staff. This
could be their Form Tutor, a Pastoral Support Assistant in Student Services, their Head of House or any of their
subject teachers or Senior Staff.
We believe that good behaviour results from having high expectations. Ultimately, good discipline is achieved
when everyone understands, believes in and applies a common code of conduct.
We recognise that good behaviour and self-discipline need to be taught and learnt. Positive reinforcement and
rewards are used effectively and sanctions are fair, consistent and deployed as necessary.

PROEC
In our school community we:
Pride:
Respect:
Organisation:
Effort:
Care:

Take pride in ourselves, our environment, our work and our achievements.
Show respect & tolerance to each other, our community and ourselves at all times.
Arrive on time, organised and ready to learn every day.
Give our best efforts in all that we do and celebrate the efforts of others.
Behave sensibly and safely, caring about the well-being of everyone in our community.

“I felt the need to email you directly to make you aware that these teachers mentioned have been truly
amazing….They have been very supportive, taking into account my son’s individual needs. They have listened to my
concerns and responded in a timely manner with explanations and positivity via email and by telephone when
needed. They’ve guided me and reassured me and enabled my son to feel a little less anxious. I can’t commend them
enough. “

Through our commitment to these values, we will foster a harmonious,
responsible and aspirational community, prepared for the challenges of the
future.
Discipline is firm but fair through clear and consistently applied boundaries of
expectation for all. It is also supportive and inclusive, on the basis that children
will respond to the positive approach of encouragement, praise and reward.

Caring About Success

When sanctions need to be administered, they consist of a clear hierarchy of
reprimand, detention or removal from lesson. On some occasions, the Head of
House or senior staff are involved and parents may be invited to the school to
discuss particular problems. In exceptional cases, the Headteacher may choose
internal or external exclusion from school as an appropriate sanction for poor
behaviour.

Each new student is placed into a vertical form group, an important ‘family unit’ within the school with a tutor who
would normally stay with the group from years 7 to 11. Vertical tutor groups mean that students share their form
with peers from every year group. Students benefit hugely from the advice and support from the older years in
their form and, in turn, take on leadership responsibilities themselves as they become older.
Form tutors work with the group during daily registration and personal development lessons to foster good
relationships and community responsibility. Form time is used to get ‘ready to learn’ and children will undertake a
range of activities each week including Literacy and Numeracy, ‘Thought for The Week’ discussions, and a weekly
current affairs and general knowledge quiz. The form tutor will be your child’s first point of contact and will be
available to help or advise them or you.
Overall responsibility for the form groups is held by one of five Heads of House who, alongside Student Services and
the form tutor, become the normal point of contact between parent and school. Students’ progress is monitored
throughout the year with regular academic monitoring and a Parents Consultation Evening.
We also have a highly effective Pastoral Team who are on hand as a further point of contact for all students.
Students may visit the Student Services desk to discuss any issue of concern that they may have. Each house group
is allocated a dedicated (PSA) as a familiar face through years 7 to 11.
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Home Learning
Homework is of great importance at The Billericay School. It is used to develop
understanding of a subject or an idea; to introduce new subjects and ideas; to
reinforce work studied in class; and perhaps most of all to develop the habit of
working and thinking for oneself.
Students will be issued with a student planner at the start of each school year in
which they will be required to note the details of each homework set and record
information discussed during Learning Conversations.

Caring About Success

Form tutors regularly check planners and parents are asked to sign it at the end of
each week. If parents have anxieties about homework, they may start by looking
in exercise books and if they believe problems exist then they are asked to contact
the Head of Department or Head of House.
We are sometimes asked by parents how much help they should give their children in completing homework.
There is no straightforward answer. Much depends on individual circumstances, but we would suggest that
encouragement, interest and the checking of work provide invaluable support to children; the more the better,
providing you are not doing it for them! One of the best ways to help your child with their school work is to
make sure they read regularly. Reading with your child will improve their writing and spelling and enable them
to be more confident in all subjects.

Uniform
At The Billericay School, we believe that the wearing of school uniform
encourages community cohesion and equality, as well as engendering in students
the importance of high standards of personal presentation when in a work
environment.
We believe that taking pride in their personal appearance is an important factor in
students' academic success and it is for this reason that we place such high
expectations on the standards of uniform and general presentation expected from
our students. Each Year Group is allocated its own tie colour. This helps to
identify students at a glance.
The school has an on-site uniform shop which is operated by Simmonds. Located within F Block, the School
Uniform Shop will operate daily from 8 am to 9.15 am, Monday to Friday (term time) and is open to students and
parents/carers during this time. Purchases can also be made via the Simmonds website: www.simmondsltd.com.
Whilst many of the items within our school uniform are available elsewhere, there are a select number of items
which MUST be purchased from the school, in particular, girls wishing to wear a skirt for school will need to
ensure this is purchased from Simmonds, as this pleated, knee length, skirt is now the only skirt style that meets
our uniform requirements. Of course, girls may continue to wear plain, black trousers providing they meet our
uniform regulations
We operate a strict No Mobile Phone Policy. Mobile phones or Wi-Fi enabled smart
watches will be confiscated if seen or heard by staff during the school day.
Use of mobile phones to message, photograph or video in school is strictly forbidden and
may result in a Fixed Term Exclusion.

Details of ALL our school policies can be found on our website: www.billericayschool.com

Student Voice

Our students are amazing and we are very proud of them. They are at
the heart of everything we do at The Billericay School so it is
important to us that our students have a collective ‘voice’ and have
the opportunity to share their ideas and opinions.
We feel strongly that listening to our young people ensures we
continue to meet their changing needs and equip them with the
skills, resourcefulness and resilience to succeed.

Student 4 Students (S4S) is a team of trained students who work together to help our school to be an enjoyable,
safe and happy place. If students have any worries, they can speak to one of the team in confidence. S4S
operate at lunchtimes or can be emailed directly.

Student Recognition

“Backchat” is the elected voice of the students of the Billericay School. There are about 90 Backchat reps in the
school, each voted into position by their peers. Each vertical tutor group within the five Houses sends one
representative to their House Backchat meeting which takes place once a half term to discuss issues that are
important to our students. The Backchat team are also consulted about a range of issues within the School and
were involved in the interview process for appointing our Head Teacher.

Jack Petchey Awards
In 1999, The Jack Petchey Foundation was set up by Sir Jack Petchey to inspire
and motivate young people across London and Essex to do their best and reach
their full potential.
Each year, the programme recognises around 14,000 Achievement Award winners and invests c.£3.5m through
the Achievement Awards scheme.

Every month, The Billericay School recognise the fantastic contribution of our students. Previous winners have
been chosen following acts such raising money for charity, making big improvements to their performance in
school and supporting their friends whilst coping well with their own issues.
“The Achievement Awards are primarily about recognising those who put in the effort and do their best.”
Sir Jack Petchey CBE

Duke of Edinburgh Award
At The Billericay School, The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme is very
well established.

Students are encouraged to apply at the end of Year 9 to begin their
journey at Bonze level in Year 10.
A large number of students also
move onto take part in World
Challenge at Gold Level.

“Dear teachers and staff, The work my daughter, ***, has received has been varied and interesting and it is
clear that an awful lot of time and effort has gone into delivering it. The Letters of Achievement that are sent
out to *** and other children are very much appreciated and very motivating….Again thank you to all
concerned for your efforts.”

Curriculum Reviews
Annual reviews ensure that our curriculum evolves to meet the needs of all our students.
We offer all students the opportunity to follow an academic core programme that includes the Ebacc. Where
the uptake is higher than national figures. We also offer creative, technical and vocational qualifications to help
make up a diverse, personalised choice to meet the needs of all.
The school’s curriculum allows students to develop their knowledge, skills and interests in as wide a range of
subjects as possible. All students also follow a Personal Development Programme encompassing Careers advice,
Citizenship, Enterprise, Relationships & Sex Education, Health and Well Being.
We pride ourselves on the breadth of our curriculum offer which includes Art, Drama, Product Design, Film
Studies and many more.

Curriculum

Mathematics
The Billericay School Mathematics faculty consists of an experienced team of Mathematics specialists.

Mathematics is one of the most popular subjects within our sixth form of c.300 students, with approximately 50
students choosing to continue with Mathematics or Further Mathematics at A Level each year; many students
continue to study the subject at university. At A level, students are able to study both Mechanics and Statistics
modules and can choose to study these in depth for Further Mathematics.
The Department has fully resourced schemes of work for all new specifications and a wealth of creative
resources to extend learning in Mathematics and incorporate cross-curricular opportunities. The faculty has its
own suite of 30 computers, used solely for Mathematics lessons. Classes are timetabled for one computer room
lesson per fortnight and extra ICT lessons are available on request. Mathematics classrooms are fitted with
interactive boards, all are equipped with HD projectors.

The faculty is renowned county-wide for its links with
the Royal Institution and the success of the
Masterclass programmes running at KS3 and KS5,
where students from leading schools across the county
travel to Billericay for enriching and engaging
Mathematics programmes. We have excellent links
with the FMSP and have offered students courses in
problem solving and mathematics relays. We also offer
students the opportunity to participate in the Maths
Challenge from KS3 to KS5.

“I feel my children have been well supported and the school is to be commended for putting in place good
safeguarding practices, timetables and lessons so quickly. The letters home of recognition provided a much
needed boost to morale and I am sure that will keep the momentum going until the end of term. “

English
The English Department at The Billericay School has a strong ethos of collegiality and has a track record of
consistent success in all key stages. We draw on wide-ranging talents and interests to create innovative
practices to encourage effective learning. All English classes at The Billericay School are mixed ability. As a
reflective Department, we are keen to find ways to build on our good practice and to improve our teaching,
sharing resources and strategies to improve outcomes for all students. Our GCSE results have been consistently
above national averages and English is a popular subject at KS5.
Our philosophy is one of flexibility, changing our practices to suit the
needs of individual students and various cohorts. We aim to provide the
following for each student:

Curriculum









A broad and challenging curriculum
Active learning
Independent learning opportunities
Personalised learning targets
A range of teaching methods and styles
A variety of resources to enhance varied learning styles
Specific intervention strategies for individual students

The department’s excellent resources provide teachers with choices of
materials to adapt for their specific classes. There is a focus on
developing competency skills, including working with others, speaking
collaboratively, independent learning, resilience and self-evaluation.
Study is integrated, with clearly defined units and, again, shared resources.
Our success rate for students’ progress at GCSE is excellent and we intend to continue to offer our examination
classes’ high quality teaching to allow them to achieve their full potential.

Science
Our aim is to deliver a broad and balanced science programme which prepares all our students for their future
lives, either in the world of work or further education. We strive to present lively, stimulating and exciting
lessons which not only develop our student’s investigative skills and generate real interest, but also equip them
with a knowledge and understanding of key scientific principles.
Strong emphasis is placed on the active involvement of our students in their learning process and they can
expect a wide range of teaching and learning activities. This variety provides many opportunities for students
to develop skills such as thinking, ICT, problem solving, reasoning, independent learning, performance,
information processing, enquiry, creative thinking, evaluation and the ability to work with others.
The Science Department was recently refurbished and now boasts 13 well equipped labs. Alongside this we
have 4 exceptionally well equipped prep rooms, facilitated by experienced technicians and a shared work area.
The Science curriculum has been carefully thought
through to develop scientific skills from Year 7 as they
enter the school to GCSE and beyond. During KS3,
students study a customized version of the Association
of Science Education WIKID curriculum which is
designed to capture students imagination. Students
begin a three year programme of AQA GCSE science in
Year 9.
We want every student to be offered the correct GCSE
course and so postpone decisions on separate science
entry and tier of entry until late in Year 10, this means
that no student who wants to succeed is left behind.

History
The History Department at the Billericay School consists of a
dedicated team of staff whom, between them, have a wealth of
experience that is probably unrivalled across the county.
In Years 7 and 8, students follow a broad curriculum that focuses on
Britain. We look at key events from the Battle of Hastings in 1066 to
the Cold War in the 20th century. While it is important for the
students to get a sense of key events that shaped the country that
they live in, our focus is on developing the necessary skills for them to
be successful in the subject later in their school career.

Curriculum

GCSE History (we use the AQA exam board) is always one of the most popular option choices and we normally
have 6 or 7 teaching groups in each of Year 9, 10 and 11, with around 180 students going on to take the exam
at the end of Year 11. Students begin their course in Year 9 and study the Paper 1 topics of Germany 18901945 and Conflict & Tension 1918-39. In Year 10, students cover the Paper 2 topics of Health in Britain c1000
to present day and Norman England 1066-1100. This means that Year 11 is a revision and exam preparation
year to ensure that our students are in the best position possible to succeed in the exam.
At A-level, the department again follows the AQA specification, with Paper 1 looking at England under the
Tudor Monarchy 1485-1603. Paper 2 offers students the opportunity to study American history (at home and
abroad) between 1945 and 1980. The qualification is completed by a piece of coursework explaining the
courses of the French Revolution within the context of French history from 1680 to 1789. We hope to
continue our proud track record of getting a number of students into Oxford and Cambridge over the last 5
years to read history.

The Billericay School Geography Department comprises of a wealth of expertise
and a desire to make Geography challenging and relevant to students in our
rapidly changing world.

Geography

Geography sits within the Humanities faculty, which in addition to History and RE includes Business Studies at
KS4 and Business Studies, Economics, Government & Politics, Sociology, Psychology, Health & Social Care, and
Travel & Tourism post 16.
Geography GCSE results are above national and Essex averages and at A Level we have maintained a 100%
pass rate in recent years. The Department is proud of its success, with some students continuing their studies
to degree level.
In Years 7, 8 and 9, students study a curriculum designed to build on skills gained in primary school as well as
developing their geographical understanding of topics and issues ranging from coastal processes, landscapes
and management, developing countries (with a focus on India), ecosystems, population and migration,
globalisation, natural hazards, weather and climate change and map skills.
In Year 10 Students further develop their geographical knowledge, understanding and skills through studying
the EDEXCEL A Specification for GCSE Geography, with the final examinations taken in Year 11. The course
deals with traditional physical and human geography topics, but has a focus on developing fieldwork skills and
debating the challenges facing the UK in the near future, e.g. population change, climate change, resource use
and environmental management.
At KS5, students study the EDEXCEL course. Again there is a large emphasis on identifying the decision makers
who shape the world, the values and attitudes that drive them and the uncertainties that make planning for
the future a challenge.
The Department has fully resourced schemes of work for all specifications and a wealth of creative resources
to extend learning in Geography and incorporate cross-curricular opportunities. The Department has
dedicated classrooms and computer suites available on request. Fieldwork is highly valued and GCSE and A
level students have a range of opportunities to study Geography outside the classroom. The Department
takes its responsibility to global citizenship and sustainability very seriously.

Modern Foreign Languages
In the Billericay School Modern Languages Department we are passionate about
the importance of learning languages. We know how vital language skills are for
young people in today’s competitive international job market, but we also believe
that it is immensely valuable to gain a deeper understanding of another culture and
their language.
We aim to teach students not only to communicate confidently, but also to
understand the underlying structures of language so that they develop transferable
skills.

Curriculum

All students at the Billericay School study one or more languages at Key Stage 3 and almost all continue to
study at least one language at Key Stage 4. The Modern Languages Department teaches French and German
from Year 7 and Mandarin Chinese is offered from Year 9. Our GCSE results are excellent and we have a
healthy take-up for all three languages at A Level and Chinese Pre-U, with many students progressing to study
languages at elite universities in the UK and abroad. Where students are able to speak another language
already, we also aim to support them to achieve the appropriate qualifications.
We aim to combine the development of a wide vocabulary and rich grammatical understanding with a
dynamic and motivating learning environment. Our lessons regularly feature games and spontaneous
speaking activities as well as time to consolidate understanding and opportunities to produce creative work.
We also support and extend our curriculum with a wide range of extra-curricular activities. There are after
school clubs and conversation groups, and competitions and creative projects throughout the year, including
our Year 8 Spelling Bee, Scholars Programme and our biannual French play. Our Language Leaders programme
gives students in Year 10 the opportunity to develop leadership and team-working skills by preparing
language lessons and delivering them in local primary schools. We also aim to offer students the opportunity
to engage with the culture of the countries where the language is spoken. Our residential trip to France in the
Autumn is very popular, as is our German exchange, which has been running for 50 years, and our Sixth Form
study trip to Berlin. In 2019 we were delighted to be able to take a group of students to Beijing to visit our
partner school and tour the key sights. During the Covid pandemic we ran a virtual exchange with a German
partner school and intend to expand this opportunity.
Our students tell us they find their languages lessons valuable, enjoyable and rewarding, and that being able
to talk to someone in their own language is ‘pretty cool’. We look forward to helping our new Year 7 start
their exciting language journey.

Business Studies
Business Studies is a popular and successful choice at both GCSE and A level. The teaching team is experienced
and knowledgeable about both the academic requirements of the course and the ‘real world’ environment in
which the subject takes place. At GCSE, students learn about how to start, market, build and grow a
business. At A level, students are able to develop and extend this knowledge into new areas of the business
environment mixing academic rigour with practical application.
Business Studies give students a greater understanding of the world we live in and how the decisions made by
governments, businesses and individuals impact each other from tax and spend to entrepreneurial and social
enterprises.

“Firstly l would like to thank you very much for all your hard work…… *** has been progressing very well and we
are very proud of her achievements. She also feels very happy and looks forward returning to school. …….l
wanted her to go to a good school where she can achieve knowledge and skills. ….. She loves coming to the
Billericay School and l think she has also made some friends. …...Thank you very much again. “

Art

The Art Department is committed to presenting students with aesthetic and artistic
experiences, alongside opportunities for self-discovery. Students of all abilities are
challenged and encouraged to value learning and achieving through Art and Design.

We aim to nurture students’ confidence and enthusiasm and to develop the
different aspects of their intellectual and practical abilities. It is also hoped
that the deeper aims concerned with personal development; the ability to
work independently and collectively to make decisions and discuss ideas; the
development of intuition, independent thought and imagination; the use of
materials skills and techniques along with critical awareness, will have a
lasting effect on students’ lives.
At KS3, all students in the Lower School are taught Art for one period per
week. Schemes of work are formulated in accordance with the National
Curriculum and there is a natural continuity and progression of knowledge
and skills from Years 7 to 9. Art is optional as an enrichment subject in Year
9.

Curriculum

A full range of 2D and 3D projects are undertaken and all students are given opportunities to reach their full
potential and experience success. Projects are also planned to enable cross curricular themes and skills to be
covered and to enhance students’ social, moral, spiritual and cultural development.
Art and Design is offered as an examination option at KS4. The
Department has an impressive record of achievement at this level. We
offer the AQA syllabus which means students can engage in a broad
range of 2D and 3D activities, including drawing, sculpture, printmaking
and new media. Critical and contextual studies play an important role
in the students’ development and a gallery visit is incorporated into the
course.

The Billericay School recognises the importance of facilitating the growth and
development of each and every student by ensuring that we nurture their every need.

Drama

At The Billericay School, we strongly believe that Drama provides students with the skills needed to express
themselves fully. Our curriculum encourages confidence in front of an audience and develops fundamental skills
which will go on to be beneficial throughout life.
In Drama, students’ will develop their social skills and practice various interactions;
these processes will be hugely advantageous when applying for jobs and
undergoing interviews in the future.

The school offers AQA Drama at GCSE and A Level, with some students being given
the option to study Drama at GCSE a year early in Year 9.
The Drama Department is committed to rehearsing and performing; traditionally
hosting two productions per year. The Department also offers lunchtime clubs as
well as an after school club for our aspiring actors.
The exam results for Drama are excellent. We are extremely proud of our
department and endeavour to support and encourage each and every student.
We have successfully developed countless well-rounded individuals who have
gone on to enjoy successful and creative lives.

“First let me say thank you to each and every one of you that has supported our kids and their parents. It has
been a dreadful year however through your hard work and dedication our kids have had all the support they
could need. To be honest thank you really isn't enough, I don't know how …… would have coped without the
routine of school and the positive feedback during this year. “

Music

Our Music Department is equipped with a new modern
recording studio that enables students to record
performances and their own compositions in a state-ofthe-art environment.

We have 2 classrooms with 16 Apple Mac music technology workstations running
Logic Studio Professional, Sibelius 8 and GarageBand.
In addition, we have 4 practice rooms and a large range of instruments including
orchestral instruments, class sets of keyboards, class set of ukuleles, a large stock of
tuned and un-tuned percussion and rock band instruments. A live room and both
classrooms are patched directly into the recording studio.

Curriculum

Our focus at KS3 is on developing musicians and fostering a love
music. We have established a routine of all KS3 students arriving to
lessons and completing 10mins piano practice as a starter; during this
time the teacher works one to one with individual students at the
teachers piano to ensure all students are progressing. As a result, all
students from year 7 are reading Treble and Bass clef notation and
playing the piano with both hands.

Year 7 & 8 complete various projects that feed into the OCR GCSE; these include using GarageBand to create
compositions and develop music technology skills. At the end of year 8 students are able to select music as an
enrichment subject; we use this year to prepare them for GCSE music and work with the students to develop
their skills on a particular instrument.
From year 9 the students are introduced to Logic Pro 9 and GCSE students have the option to create their
compositions on Logic Pro, Sibelius or multi-track them in our studio. At KS4, the students study OCR GCSE
specification.
All students are welcome to participate in instrumental music lessons. Teachers are
mostly contracted from Essex Music Services to provide one to one lessons for either
20 or 30 minutes per week on a rotating time through the day. Lessons are offered
on: flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, trombone, voice, piano, keyboard, guitar,
bass guitar, drums.
The aim of the Department is to encourage as many students as possible to
participate in extra- curricular activities these include; vocal group, Music Club, Music
technology, Billericay All Stars Ensemble and Student led ensembles.
Students are welcome to attend any club. All clubs have a wide range of performance
opportunities. These include Spring Recital, Summer Expressive Arts show and a
variety of additional events throughout the year.

Computing
We constantly embrace ways in which students’ experiences can be enhanced by technology.
Our partnership with Fujitsu has facilitated a bespoke classroom and business placement opportunities and we
have been a key partner in Shift’s BfB Labs Wellbeing Videogames which first launched in July 2017.
The students have access to multiple full and half--room IT suites with the opportunities to develop key
professional and work place skills as well as deepening their understanding of coding and programming
principles, video development opportunities, website design and implementation.
Students study the subject for 2 years before taking options on whether to continue on the enrichment for year
9 or take a GCSE in either Creative iMedia or Computer Science with an opportunity to also take the subjects at
the start of Year 10. Cambridge Technical level 3 IT and Computer Science are both subjects that are available
for KS5 students. We are very proud of our continued successes, with many students continuing studies beyond
school in higher apprenticeships and degree level qualifications at universities.

Product Design & Technology
The Design and Technology department at Billericay School is
committed to delivering a curriculum accessible to all which
provides the broadest possible range of opportunities for
students. One which will allow students to become selfmotivated and confident learners, who can work independently
and as part of a team.
We aim to ensure that learners develop technical and practical competencies as well as the wider skills valued
by employers. Our main priority is for students to be problem solvers who are not afraid of making
mistakes. We hope our students will become responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society.

Curriculum

The Design & Technology department consists of teachers and
specialist technicians who have a love and passion for
Technology. The department is in the enviable position of
having a range of design and make workshops. Each workshop
has a dedicated computer suit to enable the students use
Computer Aided Design packages as well as Computer Aided
Manufacturing.

The suite comprises of: 3 multi-material manufacturing areas (Wood, Metal and
Plastic), 1 systems room and a Graphics room. Tools and Machinery. Each of the
five multi-material manufacturing areas is fully equipped with hand tools and small
machinery. In addition there are larger items of equipment, more specialized in
nature, which may be shared by pupils in another area. Within the four areas there
is a capability for most pupils to realize their design projects.
KS3. Design and Technology have remodelled the key stage 3 curriculum to ensure
that all of the requirements of the new GCSE DT are included and the skills and
knowledge that the students will need to succeed are built in right from the
beginning of year 7. Progression has been carefully considered to ensure topics are
covered in a logical order giving students the best opportunities to retain skills and
knowledge.
The GCSE course follows the WJEC Eduqas syllabus. The course offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum
for learners to identify and solve real problems by designing and making products or systems. Through studying
GCSE Design and Technology, learners are prepared to participate confidently and successfully in an
increasingly technological world; and be aware of, and learn from, wider influences on design and technology,
including historical, social/cultural, environmental and economic factors.
Students will enjoy designing and manufacturing products using a range of materials, combining traditional
skills, ICT and CAD/CAM. The Product Design course focuses on the areas of industrial design, engineering,
manufacture and product design.

Textiles
We have two fully fitted Textiles rooms. These are equipped with sewing machines,
over lockers, Computer Aided embroidery machines and sublimation printers. From
year 7 students are taught textiles; including a full range of decorative processes.
Key stage 3 students learn about the textiles industry which forms part of the STEM
curriculum offer within the school. Through textiles they are learning key skills that
support many aspects of the wider curriculum.

This course has been designed to provide an open-minded
approach to the exploration of religious and non-religious beliefs,
as well as ethical and philosophical topics. Our RE teachers
encourage students to explore the big questions on life.

Religious Studies

Topics are wide and varied, drawing on a range of religious and non-religious beliefs and ideas and all views are
debated. Regardless of personal belief, the key element is that students are encouraged to explore what
others think, and are given the opportunity to evaluate their own thinking in light of what they study.
Students have one lesson of RE per week in years 7 and 8, and one lesson per fortnight in years 9, 10 and 11.
In years 10 and 11 students follow a Philosophy and Ethics course, introducing them to key philosophical
questions, as well as introducing them to some key thinkers. The emphasis is on getting students to reflect and
develop their critical thinking skills.
All students have the opportunity to choose to follow the Edexcel Full Course GCSE. In this course, two
different religions (Christianity and Islam) are studied in depth, with the focus on their key beliefs and the
application of these to ethical and philosophical topics.

Curriculum

Construction
There is great demand for skilled, qualified and well trained construction
workers and our aim is to prepare our students for their future lives in this
industry.
We strive to present lively, stimulating and exciting lessons which not only
develops our student’s investigative skills and generate real interest, but also
equip them with a knowledge and understanding of key Construction
principles and practical experience.
The Construction Department at The Billericay School is equipped with all the
tools to enable basic brickwork builds.
We specialise in the delivery of brickwork and offer 2 courses:
 BTEC Level 2 - Construction and the Built Environment
 City and Guilds Level 1 - Award in construction Skills

Hair & Beauty
At The Billericay School. we have a fully functional and fully
equipped on-site Hair and Beauty salon which is available from Year
10 for students wishing to gain an Introduction to the Hair and
Beauty Sector at Diploma level 1.

Students will cover a wide range of
services from within the Hair and Beauty
industry including manicure, nail art,
facials and skin care, professional makeup application, hair styling and much
more.

Students will also get the opportunity to visit local salons and even attend the
leading industry event Salon International in London to get a better
understanding of how it feels to work in the Hair and Beauty Industry and look at
possible career opportunities.

Film Studies
Film studies is an academic discipline that deals
with various theoretical, historical, and critical
approaches to films. In short, Film is an important
addition to the curriculum because by analysing a
wide range of films students are empowered to
become culturally literate and perceptive.

The courses undertaken promotes academic excellence as students are required to deconstruct British and
global texts giving them an understanding of the wider world as well as providing them with an awareness of
creative vision and aesthetics. Students will study in detail the concepts of narrative, spectatorship, ideology and
the auteur.

Curriculum

The practical module enables students to pursue their own interests in film making or screenwriting and gives
them ample opportunity to put their experiences and knowledge into practice. Throughout the two years
students are encouraged to produce a variety of individual films and students are responsible for all scripts,
narratives and casting.
Following practical submissions for examinations , the school has been declared a centre of excellence for
filmmaking as students exhibit an extensive understanding of film form (cinematography, sound and editing)
and the way it elicits meaning and understanding.
The school offers Eduqas Film studies at GCSE and A level, with some students being given the opportunity to
study Film at GCSE a year early in Year 9. Both GCSE and A level results are well above the national average with
students achieving excellence in both the written and practical elements.

Physical Education
We believe that Physical Education should ensure that all pupils have
an opportunity to participate on equal terms in a range of activities and
should help them to develop their self-esteem through participation
and achievement. Year groups 7, 8 receive two. 60 minute periods of
PE a week.
Years 9.10 and 11 receive 1 60 minute lesson a week with the option of
following either a enrichment class which involves a further 3 lessons
of PE of 2 weeks or the Sports Studies Course.
This is a Course which is the equivalent to 1 GCSE. It comprises of 4 units over the course of 2 years, each worth
25%.

One of the units is exam based and the other 3 units are coursework based
comprising of both practical and coursework elements.
Students currently receive 5 hours over the 2 week timetable. The Department
operates a single sex policy in all year groups. Students follow a wide, balanced
curriculum which answer all government requirements.
The activities followed include: Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Cricket, Dance,
Fitness, Gymnastics, Hockey, Netball, Rugby, Rounders, Football, Swimming,
Tennis, and Volleyball.

Child Development
Within our Child Development course, which is available to students
from Year 10, we endeavour to present lively, stimulating and
exciting lessons which will not only develop our student’s knowledge
and generate real interest, but will also equip them with information
and understanding of the key principles of studying child
development and future prospects.
Our curriculum is designed specifically for students who want to
work with children from ages 0-5 years old and focuses on the
development of infants and children, the full range of their needs
and how they are met, their health and long-term wellbeing.
In addition, students consider the importance of parental responsibility, the role
of health professionals as well as knowledge of hygiene practices and nutrition in particular critically evaluating dietary choices.

Curriculum

Students are encouraged to gain practical experience. This will
include developing and evaluating activities to observe development norms in
children up to the age of five. Students studying Child Development also gain
many transferable skills.
The department is well resourced and has its own dedicated suite of computers
that are used for research and portfolio work.

“As a family we really appreciate everything you do and I have to say pastoral care is absolutely brilliant at
Billericay.“

Hospitality & Catering
Hospitality and Catering has a great deal to offer; the food industry is one of
the biggest employers in the world and currently, the health of the nation is
very much in question. Not only does the subject foster a good knowledge of a
'healthy diet' but it also gives the students valuable key life skills enabling
them to cook and make informed choices about what and how well we are
eating.
The Food Technology Department has fully qualified members of staff with vast experience in delivering the
subject. The Department consists of two fully fitted Food Technology rooms, equipped with cookers, fridges,
microwaves and other kitchen equipment, including pasta and ice cream making machines.
KS3 students are taught healthy eating, safety and basic cooking skills through weekly practical lessons and
enjoy access to a wide range of equipment.
In Key Stage 4, Students get an opportunity to choose WJEC Level 1/2 Award
in Hospitality and Catering. This course has been designed so that knowledge,
skills and understanding are developed through tasks that have many of the
characteristics of real work in the sector. During the course, students will
cover; food safety, personal safety, all aspects of the Hospitality and Catering
industry and the importance of nutrition when planning menus.

STEMM Learning
At The Billericay School, we are committed to our
involvement with STEMM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics and Medicine).
Students at Billericay School have the opportunity to
take part in a range of taking part in STEMM subjects
and activities hosted by external institutions and
businesses.
When students take part we see an increased engagement in
learning, a stronger awareness of STEMM careers and increased
confidence both academically and personally.

Curriculum

STEMM enables students to use soft skills such as teamwork and
communication and in turn find improvements in technical skills such
as coding. Companies are asking that school leavers have these soft
skills to ensure they are ready for a working environment. STEMM
opportunities enable us to extend these skills beyond the curriculum
and offer live projects and experiences in many different ways.
We are incredibly proud of our collaborations and relationships with a number of industry leaders and previous
STEMM events have included:











Our annual Year 7 Kingswood residential trip, where students enjoy participating in various STEMM
related activities
The Big Bang event, where scientists from The Royal Institute present Year 7 and 8 students with
interactive learning about energy through practical demonstrations.
Careers Speed Networking Event, which is aimed at students in Years 10 and 12 and provides invaluable
advice on career opportunities in STEMM industries.
The Faraday Challenge, where students had the opportunity to work with The Institute of Engineering and
Technology on engineering activities.
Various university visits, including the UCL and Imperial College who provide talks and activities on STEMM
careers.
Weekend Masterclasses hosted by the Royal Institute in Engineering, Computer Science and Mathematics
for KS3,4 and 5 students which were opened up to students from schools across the country.
Go4Set - Working in conjunction with the Education Development trust (EDT) we have participated
successfully in the Go4SET annual competition that challenges Year 9 students to pursue a STEM based
project, aided by Industry professionals, to enhance personal development skills in a competitive
environment.
We have also enjoyed a number of STEMM ambassador visits from organisations such as The Royal Navy,
Ford and Leonardo.

Personal Development
Personal Development is an exciting subject, underpinned by Pastoral
elements, which enables students to discuss and address aspects of living in
the wider world, including health, relationships, and sex education.
Our Pastoral System is a strength and student involvement in evaluation
and updating our Personal Development Curriculum has ensured that all
lessons are age appropriate, relevant, and engaging.
Students continuously build on their values and experiences throughout
their five year journey, participating in topics that stretch and challenge
them, such as contributing to the school fete in the summer of year 7, to
taking part in mock interviews in year 11.

Personalised Learning
At the Billericay School, we are passionately dedicated to ensuring that
all our students are given every opportunity to maximise their individual
potential.
The Personalised Learning team is key to ensuring that success and is
responsible for supporting students with special educational needs.
Importance is placed on a personalised approach to learning; providing
support for all students, enabling them to take part in all lessons with
their peers.
Resources are, therefore, channelled into ensuring needs are met in mainstream classes, where special
educational needs personnel work alongside class teachers to facilitate full access to the curriculum for all
students.

Personalised Learning

Students needing to develop their reading, spelling or numeracy skills, receive additional support from the SEND
department; in many cases, working on programmes, tailored to their individual needs.
The progress of students with Education Health and Care Plans, or those on the SEND Register are monitored and
reviewed regularly. Parents/carers and students are invited to meet with the member of staff co-ordinating the
student’s SEND provision, to share successes and achievements and to complete a Student Profile. A Student
Profile is a written communication of individual needs, advice, support and intervention that a SEND student
would like staff to know about them. For more information please look at our SEND policy and Information
Report on the school website.
The faculty is centrally located in the schools main teaching block. The
location of the faculty rooms is an indication of the central role that
Personalised Learning plays in the life of the school; the facilities are
available to, and enjoyed by, all students, not just those with SEND. All
teaching rooms for Personalised Learning use have ICT facilities, a wide
range of teaching resources and support materials, including reading
schemes and numeracy programmes.
For students who, for whatever reason, cannot attend mainstream
lessons for a period of time, provision is available in a key stage Inclusion
Base. This is a ground floor provision, with extensive IT facilities, where
students can work in a small, supportive environment.

“I just wanted to write to say a huge thank you to the school for the way you have helped my son ………. I honestly
couldn’t ask for better support than we’ve had.. Whatever happens I couldn’t ask more from the school. “

“We just wanted to thank you for ***’s school year. *** was struggling at school, reluctant to go in. It was only
possible with the massive support from the senco team also the kindness of her fantastic form tutor….We feel
privileged that we have Billericay schools support…..Thanks again “

Student Clubs
What goes on in the classroom is enriched by clubs, exchanges,
involvement with industry, trips and visits. A highly dedicated staff team
ensure that students’ time at school is unforgettable.

Extra-Curricular Opportunities

Details of our extra-curricular clubs are published at the start of each
academic year and all students are encouraged to join. Clubs currently
include but are not limited to: Science, Chess, Modern Languages,
English Games, Dancing, Law and Drama.
“The school has provided me with opportunities to expand my learning
and provided the chance to have some great experiences both at home
and abroad. The trips such as the US exchange and World Challenge have
developed my character. Things like the town council and involvement
with community have taught many lessons and I would strongly advise
younger years to get involved. I would like to thank the school for giving
me an outstanding foundation to build from in later life” – former
student, Kirkland Rowell

School Teams
The Billericay School has an excellent tradition in games, with
individuals and teams representing the school at local and
national level.
We currently have teams which compete in: Rounders, Football,
Athletics, Cross Country, Swimming, Basketball, Gymnastics,
Trampolining, Dancing and Netball.

Trips
Each academic year we run around 60 student trips, including: Skiing, Watersports, University
Taster Days, Cinema reward visits and many more.
We also offer students the opportunity to take part in our
hugely successful German Exchange programme which has now
been running for over 50 years!
During the spring term, Year 7 students are invited to apply for a
place on our residential trip to Kingswood (right). This
enrichment course allows students to participate in a range of
team building activities helping to promote confidence and learn
new skills. The activities are linked to the students’
competencies that they complete during KS3.

Every year, the school host a ski trip for students in Years 9 and 12.
Student groups are comprised of both beginner and intermediate levels
and make excellent progress throughout the week.
Each year, around 40 Year 8 students enjoy a week in the South of France
for our annual Water sports trip. During the week, students enjoy
activities such as kayaking, paddle boarding, snorkelling and various team
-building challenges.

Resource Based Learning Centre
We see the role of the Resource Based Learning Centre (RBLC) as central to raising standards and maximising
progress for all students through developing independent learners who read widely for pleasure and
information. We aim to encourage an enthusiasm about reading through a diverse range of material including
books, magazines, audio-visual material such as talking books, CDs, DVDs, and providing access to I.T. facilities,
including the Internet with over forty computers.

Our Facilities

We provide a stimulating and exciting environment to support
private study, group enquiry discussion and practical activity
that is accessible to all. The centre aims to support students’
personal development and interests as well as a passion for
books. Enjoyment and enthusiasm is also fostered through
book readings and visits by authors and active participation in
a Book Club. We also aim to instil a “reading culture”
throughout the school by using the “Accelerated Reader”
programme, which leads to reading growth for every student.

The Billericay School is fortunate in having a First Aid Room. If your child
is ill during the day, they may ask their teacher if they can go to the
medical room. Should we think your child is ill enough to go home we
shall contact you.

Medical Room

Whilst the First Aid Room is staffed by qualified First Aiders, it should be noted that they are not nurses and as
such, their ability to treat more complex medical conditions is limited. Our medical supervisors will be happy to
discuss any pre-existing medical conditions prior to the start of school.
The only medication we have access to is Paracetamol in tablet form, and we require prior consent from you to
administer it. Please note: paracetamol will only be administered by the medical room after midday. This is to
ensure that there is at least four hours between any two doses of paracetamol.
Any child requiring additional medication can bring it to the school/medical room in the original packaging with
the advice note still attached, where it will be stored for them to take. This includes Auto-Immune Injector (AAI,
EPiPen, Jext Pen). In line with changes to The Human Medicines Regulation (2017), we now stock AAI’s on site
than can be used in an emergency. Emergency sanitary products are available from the medical room should
students need them during the course of the school day. Please ensure that you have discussed with your child
which products to use and that you have read the appropriate advice leaflet with them. We also have a limited
supply of sanitary products, which we can provide to students as required.

Sport

The school's sporting facilities are exceptional, including a state of the art floodlight
3G Pitch, 25m swimming pool, sports hall and gymnasium.

Our grounds also include tennis and netball courts and football, rugby and cricket pitches.
Students are also given the opportunity to use our fully equipped Fitness Suite from Year 9 upwards.

Healthy Schools Award
We are proud to be a Healthy Schools accredited school. This award was given to us in recognition of our
commitment to all aspects of Physical, Mental and Emotional Health and Wellbeing. In order to achieve the award
the school had to meet category benchmarks in a variety of areas from policy development and implementation,
to the curriculum and pastoral care. We were judged to have met excellent standards in PSHE, Emotional Health
and Wellbeing, Physical Activity, Food and Nutrition, Student Voice and our work with Partners and Support
Services.

Additional Information

The Billericay School were also recognised for our Outstanding Commitment to Emotional Health and Wellbeing.
We were praised for how we try to reduce stigma around mental health by ensuring it is talked about and that it
has the same importance ascribed to it as physical wellbeing. We believe our students will thrive as happy,
healthy individuals and achieve great results if they also learn how to be resilient and proactive about their own
wellbeing. We try hard to support them to do this. Our student surveys confirm that they are getting better at
managing stress and anxiety and are more knowledgeable about mental health generally.

Catering
For some years now, governors and staff have been working hard to improve the quality, choice and
presentation of the food offered to Billericay students. Food and vending have been under constant review and
we are always looking for ways to improve the service and encourage students to make healthier choices.
Hot and cold food options are provided in various locations across the site, including year specific venues. For
more information on school catering and for sample menus, please refer to our website.
We operate using The Trust-e Cashless Solution provided by Nationwide
Systems which allows schools to provide students with a faster, more
efficient meal service by facilitating pre-payment of meals and recording
transactions. Registration will take place on Student Induction Day (or in
the case of a Mid Year Transfer, on the first day of admission). Any amount
(minimum of £10.00) can be credited to your child via your ParentPay.

Transport Links
The Billericay School is conveniently located within the town and is less than a miles walk from Billericay railway
station.
Students that travel from either Basildon or Wickford may also use the bus services that operate privately.
Parents can buy a season ticket in advance of travel. There is no Education Authority service that operates – all
services are private.
We do, however, have a good relationship with the operators and
we support them fully in maintaining standards of behaviour and
discipline.
Should you wish to use a private service, you may contact NIBS
Buses on 01268 767870. In addition, Eastern National can be
approached, if you think you may be entitled to concessionary
travel.

KS4 Results
At The Billericay School, we have consistently recorded strong KS4 results. Below is a snapshot of our 2021 results:
84% of Students gained an English GCSE at Grade 4 or higher
6% of Mathematics entries were awarded the top grade, compared to 3% nationally
46% of all grades in Biology were 7, 8 or 9
48% of grades in Art were 7, 8 or 9

Results

50% of all grades in Catering were Distinction or Distinction Star
92% of Drama entries were graded 4+
50% of all grades in Music were 7, 8 or 9
152 of our year 11s left with a language GCSE at grade 4 or higher

193 of our year 11s left with a GCSE in History or Geography at grade 4 or higher

Sixth Form
We are very proud of our Sixth Form, which is one of the highest performing Sixth Forms in Essex.
Inclusive and welcoming, our students are a vital part of the school and wider community. They go on to achieve
excellence in Higher Education, apprenticeships and employment, and return long after they have left in order
to share their experiences, skills and advice with younger years.

Sixth Form

Our committed and knowledgeable Sixth Form team maintain a sharp
focus on academic performance, whilst at the same time providing
exceptional advice on University applications, career pathways and
student wellbeing.
Our programme of external speakers also provides our sixth formers
with the opportunity to reflect on their own aspirations and on the
culture and society in which they live. Our overall aim is to inspire our
students to leave our school well equipped both to succeed, and to
make a positive mark on their world.
We are immensely proud of our A-Level results. To give you an idea of how well our students in Sixth Form
perform, we have included below some of our local and national rankings from the last set of A-Level
Examinations:
Drama - 9th in Essex

Top 9% Nationally

English Lit - 6th in Essex

Top 8% Nationally

Film Studies - 3rd in Essex

Top 12% Nationally

Maths - 13th in Essex

Top 14% Nationally

Further Maths - 2nd in Essex

Top 3% Nationally

Physics - 8th in Essex

Top 9% Nationally

Sociology - 15th in Essex

Top 17% Nationally

For more information on what our Sixth Form offers, and to view our Sixth Form Prospectus, please visit our
website: http://www.billericayschool.com/sixth-form/

Admissions
Mrs Barton, our Admissions Officer at The Billericay School is available to support and guide you through the
admissions process if needed.
The process can seem very overwhelming so if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Mrs
Barton by calling 01277 655191 or via email at: admissions@billericayschool.com
You will find a lot of information, including our Admissions Policy, published on our website which we hope will
help you during the application process.
http://www.billericayschool.com/admissions/

Below you can find useful links to external sites which may provide answers to many frequently asked questions about
the admissions process to The Billericay School.

Admissions

Essex Education Services: A guide to School Admission Appeals
Ofsted Inspection The Billericay School May 2018
Essex County council - Applying for a school place

As well as regular communication with parents/carers via email, we also posts updates on our social media
channels;
Please follow us at:

The Billericay School

Twitter: @Billericay_Sch
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TheBillericaySchool/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/billericay_school/

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us:
The Billericay School
School Road
Billericay
Essex CM12 9LH
Email: info@billericayschool.com
Telephone : 01277 655191
www.billericayschool.com

