February 2020

Dear Parents/Carers and Students
I am pleased to say that we have enjoyed another successful term.
For example, our gymnastics team secured no less than 4 gold medals at the recent
District Gymnastic competition and at the District Swimming Gala, our team not only
achieved multiple medals but also broke a couple of District records! As I am sure you
will agree, this is a fantastic achievement for both the students and staff involved.
Many of our Year 9 and Year 12 students will be spending this holiday period on the
annual Ski trip which, this year, takes place in Bormio, Italy.
I wish them all a wonderful break and hope the weather is kind.
I hope, as always, you enjoy reading through the latest news and I would like to take the
opportunity to wish everyone a restful break.
Kind regards
Mr Ahson Mohammed, Headteacher

I am pleased to introduce the following new member of staff who will be joining us next term :
Mrs Singh, Welfare Assistant/LSA
I know you will join me in making her feel very welcome.
Sadly, this term, we are saying goodbye to:
Mrs Seedsman - TSA Administrator, Mr Barfoot - English, Miss Finch - Maths,
Ms K Parsons - Facilities and Ms M Parsons - Facilities
On behalf of the school, I would like to wish them all the very best for the future and thank them for all
their hard work and support.
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Recent News & Events
Careers Event
Thank you to all the students and their families who attended our
Careers Convention in January. The event was a huge success and we
received some really positive feedback about the advice and
guidance which was on offer. Thank you to all the organisations who
came along to advise our students.

Drug Education
This January, we had another interesting visit from the
Community Police team, trained dog handlers and dogs.
Students were fascinated to learn about what they do. They
spoke to groups of students, answering questions as well as
demonstrating the work of the sniffer dogs. The Billericay School
is committed to the importance of drugs education. With an
increase in drug related incidents in the wider community and
news reports about 'county lines' this is even more relevant now.
Our extensive assembly and Personal Development programme
is updated to ensure that it is engaging, relevant and
contemporary. We want our school to be a safe, healthy and
drug-free environment. We are confident that this engaging,
proactive approach to drugs education will encourage discussion
both in school and at home so that we continue to work together
in partnership to educate our children and keep them safe.

Hair and Beauty
Students have been working on their Skin Care unit
since Christmas and are now able to identify skin
types and consult with their clients about their skin
care routine. They can prepare their client for a
treatment and complete cleansing, toning,
moisturising and a facial mask treatment. Some have
even had a chance to try their treatments on
external clients, who have given really positive
feedback to the girls.
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Parent/Carer Notices
Parking Restrictions
Please be aware that double yellow lines are now in place
outside the school gates. Restrictions will be enforced during
school hours. The coach parking bays must also be kept clear
at all times.
Sadly, inconsiderate parking continues to be an issue. The
Community Police Team have visited the school regarding the
continued congestion along the A176, northbound. Cars are
continuing to park along the grass verge opposite the school
bus pull-in, as well as stopping in the main road itself.
The team have raised serious concerns about child safety due to the reduced visibility and assured us
that they will address drivers directly going forward.
In addition, we have been notified by some of our neighbours that parents have repeatedly parked
across surrounding driveways and in some instances even refused to move when the residents have
tried to access their own properties. We strive to maintain good relationships with our neighbours and
this sort of behaviour is unacceptable.
Once again, we would urge parents to be mindful of road safety and park considerately.

Appointments in School Time
Please be reminded of the policy for taking a child out of school during school time:
Where possible, please try to arrange appointments outside of school hours. However, if it is necessary
for your student to leave school to attend a medical appointment, they will need a written note in their
Student Planner on the date concerned, with full details of the appointment, signed by the parent/
carer. Students will be excused from their lesson on production of the note and are then required to sign
out of school at the Attendance Office in the RBLC. Students should be met by their parent/carer in
Reception, F Block. We would advise that you obtain an appointment card or written confirmation of
your attendance, in the event that it is required by our Attendance Officer.
Please note, it is not our policy to remind students of appointments/detentions or collect them from
classes due to the disruption of learning to others.

Used Stamp Collection
We are currently collecting used stamps for The
Essex Wildlife Trust.
Students can hand stamps in at our collection
point in the RBLC.
Thank you in advance for your support.
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Parent/Carer Notices
Book Donations
We currently need donations of unwanted books to help us improve the
secondhand book sale we will be holding on World Book Day, Thursday 5th
March.
Please bring any unwanted books (suitable for any age) to the RBLC either this
week or the first week back after half term.

Contact Details
Please remember to contact the school office or email info@billericayschool.com if your contact details
have changed. This includes postal address, email and telephone numbers.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Billericay Sports Centre
Don’t forget, The Billericay
Sports Centre is conveniently
located within school grounds
and is open to the public out
of school hours and during
the holidays.

If you fancy a regular slot then feel free to talk to
our team to find out about our rewarding
membership options.
Also, don’t forget our Fitness Suite, which is only
£15 per month and open Monday to Thursday
6pm to 10pm and Sundays 3pm to 9pm with no
joining fee!
Call the Sports Centre for more information on
Tel: 01277 655545
or email: sportscentre@billericayschool.com

Request for unwanted towels, storage containers and washing-up bottles
Our Science Department are currently running low on supplies of: towels/tea towels and storage
containers, such as ice cream tubs. Our DT department have also asked for empty washing-up liquid
bottles.
If you have any of these times items indoors, any contributions would be gratefully received.
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Student Notices
Year 9 Immunisations
Just a reminder that the immunisations for Year 9 students
(Diphtheria, Tetanus, Polio and Meningitis) will be taking place
on 3 and 4 March.
Students will be able to find their allocated time slot by checking the timetables which will be on
display at Student Services.

Volunteering Opportunities

The Billericay Community Garden, located behind the Emmanuel Church in
Billericay, have contacted the school to offer 3 month volunteer places to
Duke of Edinburgh participants, as part of their Bronze or Silver Award. This
could involve attending a 1 hour Saturday morning or afternoon session
running from March to May/June/ July. Some evenings are also available
through to the summer.
Students would need to be accompanied by a parent/carer for the duration, as the Garden is
unfortunately unable to accommodate unaccompanied students. A volunteer from the garden will
set out the jobs to be done and monitor weekly progress. Volunteers would be asked to complete
jobs such as general weeding, planting seeds, deadheading, planting vegetables and flowers, tidying
the tool shed, and digging to extend the beds. They will also learn facts about organic gardening and
self
sufficiency.
If you would like to organise a start date, please ask your parent/carer to contact Donna
at: billericaycommunitygarden@gmail.com.
More information on the Billericay Community Garden can be found at: https://www.facebook.com/
billericaycommunitygarden/

Lost Property
As you can see from these photographs, we regularly
have a large collection of lost property.
General lost property is stored at Student Services, C
Block. Sporting equipment or belongings left in
changing rooms may also be found at the top of the
sports hall.
If you misplace any items, please report to either of the above locations to
search for and hopefully claim your belongings.
Due to the large volume and a lack of storage facilities, all unclaimed items
are donated to local charities at the end of every term.
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News & Events
Scholars Programme Trip to University of Cambridge
On Wednesday 5 February 2020, 12 year nine students were privileged to be invited to Trinity College,
University of Cambridge as part of The Scholars’ Programme funded by Make Happen. As part of the
Scholars’ Programme, students had participated in a project, working with a PHD tutor, exploring the
news. They had all written a 1500 word essay entitled, ‘Is free news essential for an educated
society?’. Students worked with their tutor in small groups over several weeks, studying at home as well,
in order to complete their projects.
The day at Trinity College included a study skills session, tour of the college, lunch in the dining hall (Veal
Fricassee and Eton Mess and even table lamps !), and a certification ceremony. We all had a fantastic day
and an excellent opportunity to see what studying and living at university would be like. Students all
received a certificate and university style grade for their projects. They had all worked extremely hard
and were superb ambassadors for The Billericay School. We look forward to seeing them achieve their
potential in the future.

Instruments of the Orchestra
Several of our KS3 students recently

delivered ‘Instruments of the Orchestra’
workshops to Yr4 students at Quilters
Juniors School. In addition, a number of
our KS3 students, along with a group of
Year 12 girls performed for the whole of
Quilters Infants School.

It was a

wonderful performance. Well done to all
those involved.

Spring Music Recital
Please join us for an evening of music on Wednesday 1 April
at 6.30 pm in the Main Hall
Tickets will be priced at £2 per adult and £1.50 for students
and will be available from the Main Reception shortly.
Further details will be announced nearer the time.
We hope to see you then.
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Achievements
Jack Petchey Award - Winners
Congratulations to this terms’ Jack Petchey Award
winner:
January - Ethan, Year 8.
Ethan has received the award this month due to
outstanding effort and conduct.

If you know of a student who has gone the extra mile, perhaps in the face of adversity, please
encourage your son or daughter to nominate them for the award. This can be done by informing their
form tutor or seeing Mr Parkin directly.

NCS - Bronze Award
We are proud to announce that The Billericay School has been awarded
the Bronze medal for our participation in The National Citizen Service
(NCS) scheme.
NCS visited Year 11 students in January to talk about their amazing
opportunities during the summer. Many of our former students have had
wonderful, life changing experiences on their summer courses; one of our
current Year 12 students described it as, “The best thing I have ever done
in my life.”
The Billericay School has previously won the Gold Award for the number of students who signed up.
Costs are significantly subsidised; students pay £30 (before Dec 31 st) instead of the £1500 cost! The
cost includes food and accommodation. The programme includes a week of outdoor activities, a
week based in a university looking into careers, and a week of voluntary work with a community
based project. NCS is open to all Year 11 and 12 students. For more information please visit their
website and sign up. For more info, visit : www.wearencs.com
Mr Stokes, NCS Co-ordinator
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Competitions
NCS Writing Competition
NCS (National Citizen Service) are currently running a competition to source content for an anthology of
“No We Can” short stories. Stories are written by young people aged between 13 and 18 and tell of
triumph and overcoming obstacles. If you would like to enter, please send your work to:
wattpad@ncstrust.org.uk. Please include your name, age and word count (no more than 3000 words) and
attach your story. Entries must be submitted by 29 February 2020. For more information, visit:
https://www.wattpad.com/817080516-our-%27no-we-can%27-short-story-competition-the

Creative Challenge

200 Word Challenge

Thank you for all your entries this term and
congratulations to our recent winners:

Congratulations to our previous winners:

December 2019 - Oliver, Year 11 who wrote a
wonderful Christmas song.

December 2019 - Keira, Year 7 who wrote a
fantastic piece, using a Christmas scene as
inspiration.

January 2020 - Design your Superhero Alter-ego Winner yet to be decided.

January 2020 - Emiljan, Year 11 has written an
interesting letter addressed to Boris Johnson.

February 2020 - This month’s challenge is to plan
improvements to our school social areas.
Consider; location, targeted year group,
environmental factors.

February 2020—This months challenge is to
create a perfect society for a newly found,
uninhabited Planet X. For more details, please
see Mrs Berry.

All entries to Mrs Berry by 1 March. Remember
there are prizes and house points on offer!

All entries must be submitted by 1 March 2020 to
be in with a chance of winning a £10 prize!

Clean Uniform Page
Remember - Form groups with the most clean pages will win a special treat!

Readasaurus
How do you take part?

Sign up in the RBLC

Groups of 3 or 4

Reading must be completed in school for the most-part with a designated member of staff who can
vouch for you.

You may be a member of as many groups as you like.

See page 13 of your planner for tips on how to respond to the book.
Remember, by participating, you may be eligible for a trip to the cinema in the summer- just for enjoying
a good book ! Students who have read the most books are also invited on a bonus trip to either a west
end show or the Harry Potter Studios (to be confirmed).
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Sixth Form
Salesforce
Year 12 Workplace visit organised by “CareerReady”
In January, 23 eager Year 12 students enjoyed a valuable work insight visit. During their time, they
gained an understanding of the variety of roles within a global business, enjoyed a generous lunch
and were given a tour of the Salesforce building which enjoys amazing views across the City of
London.
Throughout the day, students picked up
valuable CV and interview tips, including
looking at some “curveball questions!”. They
also improved their transferable skills by taking
part in a lively debate about artificial
intelligence.
Mrs Pike, 6th Form

Love Grace Appeal
A Huge ‘Thank You’ to the sixth form for collecting a number of
handbags and toiletries for the Love Grace Handbag Appeal.
After seeing a post on social media about filling up unwanted
handbags with toiletries to give to a homeless person, the idea
for Love Grace was developed in memory of Grace Millane.
The initial goal was to collect 50 handbags. Friends and
family of Grace have now filled and delivered over 700 bags to
Women’s refuges around the UK, including Essex and Lincoln,
where Grace went to University.

Grace’s family have also raised money for White Ribbon
charities both here in the UK and in New Zealand, via charity
events run by family and friends. These have included hockey
matches played in her name and bracelets named ‘Grace’s
Ribbon’, sold by LL Loves.
If you have a handbag you no longer use or unwanted gift
sets of toiletries or make up, you can find more information
about donating via the Love Grace social media pages:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lovegraceuk/
Instagram: @lovegrace_uk
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Diary Dates
17 - 21 February

Half Term Holiday

24 February

Students return on Week B

3 April 2020

The school day will finish at 12.10.
Alterations will be made to the bus services accordingly.

6 April 2020 17 April 2020

Easter Holidays

20 April 2020

Students return on Week B

8 May 2020

Bank Holiday
In honour of the VE Day, 75th Anniversary celebrations, the first Bank Holiday of
May has been altered nationally to Friday 8 May.
Please note—this date is in place of the usual first Monday of the month.

25 May 2020

Bank Holiday

22 June 2020

Additional Training Day - Please refer to letter sent home.

Exam Dates
Summer 2020 window:
5 May – 7 July

Years 7-9 internal exams

14 May – 17 June

Vocational, GCSE and A level external examination period

22 June - 3 July

Years 10 Pre-public exam period (PPEs)

3 July

Year 9 V Option PPE

Contingency Day
24th June will be a ‘contingency day’ for all exam boards in the UK. This is an additional day at the
end of the exam period. It will only be used in the event of major local or national disruption to the
summer 2020 exams. Students should ensure that they are available until 24th June 2020.
We would like to remind you that we do not normally authorise holiday absence, other than in
exceptional circumstances, at any time of year but it is vital that students in Years 9-13 are not
absent during exam periods, which now stretch across much of the year. If you have any concerns
please contact the Exams Office in the first instance.
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Students, at the heart of all we do
Registered Charity No 1022965

Contact us at: fobs.crew@gmail.com

Waitrose Green Token Scheme
During the month of February, FOBS will be one of the charities in
Billericay Waitrose's 'Green Token' scheme.
If you're shopping in Waitrose, Billericay, please remember to take
a token at the till and pop it into the FOBS slot.
This year FOBS is raising money for a number of things, including water
fountains to reduce the plastic waste the school generates, and to fund faculty bids for items to
support students' learning. The Waitrose scheme is an excellent opportunity to raise some muchneeded funds.

Race Night

Quiz Night

Thank you to everyone who came
along and supported the family Race
Night on 1 February.
It was a really fun evening. Horse, afghan hound and
even pig racing was the order of the day, and lots of
money was raised to support students. Grand total
raised to follow in the next newsletter!

The next FOBS event is our
Quiz Night, held in school on
Saturday 25 April.
The event is open to adults and children and
tickets are priced at just £5 per adult and £3 per
child. You are invited to bring your own drinks
and nibbles. These have always been very
enjoyable
and
popular
–
email
fobs.crew@gmail.com to reserve your places.

FOBS Meetings
FOBS meet up 5 times a year, for an hour and a half each meeting.
Our next meeting will take place at 7.30 pm in the school conference room on Thursday
23 April 2020. Please feel free to come along - everyone welcome!

Match Funding

Easy Fundraising

A reminder that if your firm has a ‘match
funding’ scheme, this can dramatically
increase the amount FOBS makes from
any event you’re involved with. Please
email us to let us know if your firm does
this or to find out more.

When you are shopping online, why
not copy this link:
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobsbillericay
You will be taken to Easy Fundraising where you can
easily log in before you shop online and help us raise
funds from your arm chair.

200 Club
For only £1 per month* you could be in with a chance to win £50 per month, £100 five
times a year and even £200 once a year for the ultimate prize; that’s better odds than the
lottery! The 200 Club also makes a huge contribution to our fundraising targets. Simply fill in a form
and set up a standing order; it’s that simple! Please email our treasurer for a form and further details:
fobs.treasurer@gmail.com (*one annual payment of £12 via standing order.) Please also check your
payment is still active so you don’t lose out if your number is called!
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Sporting Achievements Sporting Achievements Sporting

On Friday 7 February, The Billericay School Gymnastics team attended the District
Gymnastics competition at Chelmsford Gym.
For the first time, out students kept a clean sheet and went on to win GOLD in:
14A girls, U14 B girls, U19 Girls, U19 boys
There were too many
outstanding performances to
name individuals personally,
but there was an excellent
team effort, proving that
practice pays off!!

We will now go on to enter U14 and U19 girls teams and an U19 boys team into the
County round, due to take place on 3 March.
Well done to everyone involved!

Basildon & District Swimming Gala - 12 February 2020
This February, over 50 students made their way to The Basildon Sporting Village for an
exhilarating afternoon of top quality swimming.

There were some outstanding individual performances but, as a squad, every student
contributed to our overall success. The Billericay School placed 2nd on the day and were
an incredible 150 points clear of the team in 3rd place. Year 7 also took home the
winning (1st Place) trophy for their year group!
Overall, we were awarded an astounding
10 Gold medals, 23 Silver and 14 Bronze.
In addition, two students also broke the
District records in Butterfly and one
student now holds the district record in
the Individual Medley.
A huge congratulations to all involved.
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Local Community Messages

Are you interested in a career in Teaching?
If so, BEC are hosting the following Train to Teach
event:
25 February, 4.30 pm—7.30 pm
Colchester Town Hall
High Street
Colchester
CO1 1PJ
BEC also host drop-in sessions every Wednesday
at The Bromfords School. For more information,
please
visit
their
website:
https://
www.billericayscitt.com/
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