
 

THE BILLERICAY SCHOOL 
A MATHS & COMPUTING COLLEGE 

  School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH 
Tel 01277 655191  Email info@billericayschool.com  www.billericayschool.com  

 

 

Acting Headteacher: Mr Patrick Berry, BA (Hons) 

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Charlotte Berry, BA (Hons)              Deputy Headteacher: Ms Joanne Ingate, BA (Hons), MA 

The Billericay School is an academy within the “Compass Education Trust Ltd” which is a charitable company limited by guarantee. 

Registered company no: 07666213. Registered office: School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH 

 
 

16 September 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Open Evening and Open Mornings 2021 
 
I write to advise you that unfortunately, our planned onsite Open Evening, which was scheduled 
for Thursday 23 September, has now been cancelled.  
 
You will of course be aware of the current context of infection transmission, as schools have 
returned to full opening at the start of September.  This has led a number of schools in the area to 
move to a virtual open evening format. Whilst all schools face similar challenges, issues of school 
building design, corridor width, ventilation and infection rates within the school and staff 
population will affect each individual school differently.   
 
Within our school, a significant number of staff, myself included, are already having to self-isolate 
due to testing positive for COVID. We have also been made aware of an increase in COVID cases in 
our local primary schools. This means that we have made the decision to move to a virtual open 
evening, as was the case last year.  Our priority is to avoid the need to return to full or partial 
remote learning for our students for as long as we possibly can. The risk presented by an open 
evening with up to one thousand visitors in a three-hour period is one that outweighs the benefits 
of such an event. I can assure you that this decision has not been taken lightly and has been made 
in liaison with the local authority health team.  
 
At the time of writing, we are hopeful that our programme of open mornings will proceed as 
planned. That plan will mean a revised format in order to reduce the numbers of visitors on site 
and enable us to manage the tours effectively and safely. Attendance will be subject to booking 
via the Eventbrite system and tickets will be limited to two per family. This should be one 
Parent/Carer and one Year 6 student. We are currently finalising the details, which will be 
uploaded to the school website as soon as possible. The booking system for open morning tours 
will open on Thursday 23 September at 09.00 am. These tours will only be available to parents of 
students currently in Year 6. We are hoping to offer a schedule of open morning tours for parents 
of students in Year 5 in the spring term of 2022.  
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If you are unable to attend one of our open mornings, we will also be uploading virtual materials 
to our website. Here you will find a video message from myself, as well as talks from a number of 
existing students and a virtual tour of the school.  You will also be able to view our 2021/22 
Prospectus and all relevant admissions criteria. 
 
I can assure you that we are as disappointed by the decision to cancel as I know you will be but, as 
always, the safety of our school community remains our utmost priority and I hope that you will 
understand the wider safety considerations of such a large scale event. 
 
With thanks in advance for your understanding.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr P Berry 
Acting Headteacher, BA (Hons) 
 


