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2 April 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope that you and your families are well and have been staying safe during this period of social 
distancing. 
 
I am immensely proud of the effort being displayed by our students with regards to virtual learning.  
Staff have been working tirelessly to ensure that platforms such as Google Classroom, Doddle and 
MyMaths/Hegarty have been regularly updated and monitored and my IT department have been 
working around the clock to ensure that technical difficulties are dealt with swiftly.  
 
During the continued school closure, staff have been instructed to continue using our behaviour 
record system; students who have not completed work will be issued with a C1 ‘missing work 
notification’ so that you are made aware and can notify staff of any issues. Similarly, those students 
who are completing above and beyond the required workload will be rewarded with R1s.  These 
points will be visible via your MyEd app as per normal. 
 
I am very much aware that each household is different in terms of access to IT platforms.  I am also 
conscious that the various broadband providers may not have been designed to cope with the 
amount of traffic they are currently experiencing on home networks. However, I would hope that 
with the addition of mobile devices, most students have the means to access at least some of the 
work which has been set.  As a reminder, instructions on how to use our Virtual Learning platforms 
can be found on our website: https://www.billericayschool.com/students/remote-learning-
platforms/  
 
With the Easter holidays fast approaching, students will see a significant decrease in work set. 
Students should use this time to complete anything outstanding but also to explore other activities 
they can do at home.  It is important that you encourage your child to continue following a 
manageable routine. 
 
To ensure we are able to support you and your children, and as part of our safeguarding 
arrangements, we will continue to make regular contact with our students throughout the school 
closure period. This will be mainly via Google Classroom where all Form Tutors have now set up a 
‘classroom’ for their tutor group.  
 
From Monday 20 April, we require all children to join their online tutor group where they will be 
expected to complete a weekly ‘check in’. This will enable the form tutor to quickly identify any 
issues and give support as appropriate. Activities, guidance and advice will also be posted in the 
tutor group classroom.  This will ensure that communication between tutor and tutee remains 
strong (as the tutor is their first point of contact in school) and offers your child the opportunity to 
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raise any concerns that the tutor can assist with.  If your child does not respond to the weekly 
‘check in’, we will email you and, if necessary, follow up with a phone call to ensure that all is well.  
 
We understand how worrying this time is for everyone and will continue to do everything we can 
to support our children and families. It is also vital that you support us in arrangements going 
forward and we will keep you updated as and when processes are reviewed and adapted to meet 
needs.    
 
All information, including letters sent home, will be posted on our website. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed, B.Ed. (Hons) 
Headteacher  
 


