May 2021

Dear Parents/Carers and Students,
As we say goodbye to many of our students in Years 11 and 13, I am immensely
proud of the level of maturity they have all exhibited at the end of a much altered
school experience due to Covid-19. I am also pleased that they were able to enjoy an
official leaving day with their peers in recognition of all their hard work.
As I look through the articles within this newsletter, it is wonderful to see all the
projects that the students have been involved in and we welcome the sense of
normality that is slowly resuming in school. We are excited to be reintroducing
school trips and, from June, form time.
In order that we can continue with the easing of restrictions, we thank you for your
ongoing support in the bi-weekly testing of students by way of lateral flow tests. It is
hoped that this measure will allow us to continue to keep students in school.
I hope that you will all enjoy a relaxing week off and we look forward to seeing
students back in school on Monday 7 June for the last few weeks of this academic
year.

Mr P Berry
Acting Headteacher
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News and Achievements
Jack Petchey Leader Award
We are incredibly proud to announce that Mrs Smith, Head of Sixth Form, was recently nominated by our Sixth Form
students for the Jack Petchey Leaders Award. Mrs Smith exemplifies everything the word “Leader” means. As the Head
of the Billericay School Sixth Form for nearly a decade, she has been instrumental in guiding more than a thousand
Sixth Formers towards the right university course or avenue of employment for them – as well as helping them develop
skills that carry them through life.
Under her expert tutelage and watchful eye, students have frequently gone
beyond what they thought was possible to win places at top universities
including Oxford, Cambridge, Durham and Edinburgh to name but a few.
However, it is not just places at top universities that she has expertly guided
young people towards, her influence has also seen members of our school
community who never thought that university was a possibility become a
reality as she works all hours to identify the courses and institutions that best
fit them as individuals.
Her guidance extends to the world of work for our students as she has helped
them win coveted post-18 placements with world-leading brands including
Hewlett-Packard and Ernst & Young, often due to her continued desire to make
young people see their potential, believe in themselves and achieve more than
they thought was ever possible. The high regard she is held in can be seen by
the way we sent an email out to former students asking for their recollections
of Mrs Smith as their Head of Sixth Form, and, within hours, were deluged with
responses. Here is what just a few of them said:

“It is Mrs Smith’s undoubted influence that has led to me achieving a first-class honours degree from Durham
University. There is no doubt in my mind that I would not have reached my academic potential without Mrs Smith's
continued support and encouragement.”
“The support I felt throughout my school years was undoubtedly a key reason for my achievements both mentally
and physically. A true leader, always prioritising her own students before herself. “

“Her support in terms of University pathways was second-to-none - we met regularly to discuss my future, meetings
in which she managed to strike a perfect balance between being supportive of my decisions, as well as pushing me in
the right direction with recommendations and advice.”
While encouraging and nurturing students with their next steps is one part of her work, this is only made possible by
the strong relationships she builds with them in their time as Sixth Formers. Time and again students express their
gratitude for the way in which she guides and supports them through, not just the stress and anxiety of the A-level
examination period, but also their time in Year 12 and 13. There are no shortage of young people who have spoken to
Mrs Smith at length about issues personal to them and she has never once turned away a young person who knocks on
her door or dealt with them with anything other than calmness, humour, warmth and dignity.

The dictionary definition of the word “Leader” is: “a person who leads or commands a group or organisation.” Mrs
Smith is that rare thing, a person who leads a group, but does so while commanding respect from all those around her
in a quiet and dignified manner and we could not be more delighted that this has been recognised.

Well done and thank you Mrs Smith!
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News and Achievements
Jack Petchey Winners 2020/2021
Despite the disruption of the last 12 months, six of our students have been nominated by
their schoolmates for a Jack Petchey Achievement Award and our Head of Sixth Form has
been recognised for her outstanding contribution with a Leaders Award.
When the nominations opened in March, we were overwhelmed by the sheer number of
stories that stood out for the kindness, support, respect and effort our students showed
during the lockdowns and the way in which they have shown their community spirit in
helping each other.
Ben R in Year 10 was nominated for the website he put together to get the people of
Billericay out and about in their local area while Daisy Q in Year 7 was nominated for the
kindness and support she gave to her friends during all of the lockdowns. Febe I in Year 9
received a nomination for the support she gave others. Kaylee R in Year 11, Olivia H in
Year 12 and Rebecca C in Year 12 also received awards for the way in which they have
supported their schoolmates in these difficult times.
The winners received a certificate, a badge, a book from Sir Jack Petchey and a £250 grant
to donate to the school department of their choice to be spent on something that benefits
the school community.
Mr Mohammed, said: “It’s heartening to see that, even in these difficult times for our
young people, we have so many of students who are prepared to go the extra mile to help
each other and show their community spirit. We’re also very proud of the work Mrs Smith
has done and continues to do with our Sixth Form students.
Reading the nominations is always an absolute pleasure and I look forward to seeing how
these students use their grant money to benefit the school community.”
Nominations for the Jack Petchey Awards
reopen from September. If you know of a
student at the school who you think should
be nominated for going above and beyond –
not just within the school– but in the
community as a whole, then please contact
pjohn@billericayschool.com.

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com

4

May 2021

News and Achievements
Hair and Beauty - City & Guilds Level 1

This May, our first ever cohort of City & Guilds Level 1 Hair and Beauty students took part in their practical assessment for
the ‘Creating an Image’ unit.
Students were given the theme ‘Prom’ and were asked to research the look they wanted to present on their assessment
day which covers hair, make up and nails for their model. Students created mood boards and were able to utilise the skills
they have acquired across the last two years of the City & Guilds course.

All of our students have worked amazingly hard with Miss Templeton to be able to complete their course despite all the
disruption of the last 12 months. They have completed practical units on styling women’s hair, shampoo and
conditioning, basic make-up, skin care, basic manicure, nail art as well as covering the business aspect of working with
others in the hair and beauty industry, salon receptionist duties and presenting a professional image.
Congratulations to Oliver A, who was the Winner of the year 11 final unit:112 ‘create an image’.

A huge well done to all the students involved!
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News and Achievements
Jack Petchey Winners 19/20
Congratulations to Rebecca and Amber, Year 11 who were finally presented with
their Jack Petchey awards in April.
Both students have excelled in their commitment to learning as well as proving
themselves to be good role models and ambassadors for the school.
Well done girls.

Construction - City & Guilds Level 1
Our Level 1 City & Guilds Construction students
have been working hard to refine their practical
skills ready for their assessments after May halfterm. Students were tasked with building a halfbrick wall and a corner return. This course runs
alongside a BTEC Level 2 in Construction and the
Built Environment.

These students have been amazing on their return to school following
lockdown, and have really worked hard in the construction practical. As
part of the course, students sit maths and science assessments, a
written exam and complete a portfolio of work to support their
practical skills.

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com

6

May 2021

News and Achievements
Year 10 Cheerleading
A group of our Year 10 girls have been taking part in a Cheerleading block during their core PE lessons with the Head
Cheerleading coach of local club Sparks Allstars. They have been practising different skills, stunts, trust falls and pyramids
over a 14 week block, putting them altogether to make a final group performance. The girls have thoroughly enjoyed
their time learning these news skills and techniques, which also require a great deal of trust and communication
between all students. Well done to all the girls on a brilliant final performance!

200 Word Challenge Winners
March

Congratulations to Dylan S in Year 10 who was March’s winner of the 200 Word Challenge.
April
Congratulations to William B, Year 11 who was our April winner for his Lockdown Hero work.
Thank you to everyone who submitted entries. - Both winners will receive a voucher from Mrs Berry.
.

May’s challenge is to write a film pitch using the photograph provided on Google Classroom form notices.
Good luck!

Year 7 Geography - Volcano Experiment
Year 7 were tasked with creating a volcano as part of their geography project. Below are some great examples by; Ethen,
Luca and Ellie & Poppy. Well done!
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News and Achievements
Year 12 Geography
The much longed for news the Geography Department was
expecting came in the Easter break, when the lockdown
restrictions on day-trips was lifted and students could again
experience lessons outside the classroom. Quick out of the
blocks were the Year 12 Geography students, with two trips to
Walton-on-the-Naze and Ipswich as part of preparing them for
completing their own Independent Investigation.

The days were spent collecting information to answer
two questions – ‘to what extent has the management
of the coast at Walton-on-the-Naze been successful?’
and ‘to what extent has the regeneration of the
Ipswich waterfront been effective?’ Both days were
capped off with time at the Field Studies Council
centre at Flatford Mill to analyse data collected and to
discuss ideas for students’ own investigations

Year 10 Geography Trip
Following hot on the heels of our 6th Form
trips, the Geography department was out
again, this time for the postponed Year 10
visit to Loughton Brook in Epping forest.

One hundred students spent the day studying
the landscape and collecting data on the river
to compare with the theoretical model of
river behaviour to enable them to answer
questions on fieldwork in their Geography
exams.

Every Child Online
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to Every Child Online, who recently
donated 30 PCs to the school as part of their initiative to provide every child with
the equipment needed to progress.
You can find more about the wonderful work they do by visiting their website:
https://everychildonline.co.uk/
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News and Achievements
Relationships and Sex Education Survey
Thank you for taking the time to provide feedback on our Relationships and Sex Education Curriculum via our recent
survey.
 97% of you agreed or strongly agreed that RSE is an important part of the curriculum and 92% believe that it has a
positive impact on young people’s lives.
 88% of you feel comfortable about talking to your child about sex and relationships with your child.
 19% were unsure about which topics are taught in each year (these can be found on the website) and only 1%
disagreed that topics were age appropriate. 88% of you understood that lessons are planned and delivered by
trained staff.
 90% did not feel any changes to the RSE curriculum were needed and commented that they were pleased that
relationships are always taught within the context of consent and respect.
 93% felt that no additional topics were needed but some parents suggested improvements around teaching
boundaries, social media and sexuality.
Some parents suggested:



Better communication with parents about what is taught
More outside agencies delivering key topics (we already use a variety of external providers for issues like Road
Safety, for example)

Many thanks for your input. All the individual comments have been shared with the Personal Development coordinator.
You are reminded that The Billericay School's Relationships and Sex Education Policy and The Personal Development
Policy are on the school website along with an outline of the curriculum and topics covered in each year.

STEM Activities for all ages

If you are looking for STEM based activities for all the family
during half term—why not visit The Royal Institution for
some fun projects:

https://www.rigb.org/families

Tell us what you’ve been up to!
We loved hearing about all of your projects during lockdown. Now that students are back in school, you can still let us know
about your extra-curricular activities.
If you have a story you would like to share, please email us at:
info@billericayschool.com
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Billericay Art Gallery
Our students continue to impress with their outstanding art work. Here is a sample of just a few:
Nathan, Year 11

Adam, Year 11
Lucas, Year 11

Rebecca, Year 11

Isabelle, Year 11

Megan, Year 11

Freya, Lois and Ethan - Year 10

Cayla, Year 11
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Billericay Art Gallery

Taylor, Year 13
Josie, Year 13
Isabel, Year 13

Darcy, Year 12
Jess, Year 13

Riley, Year 13
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Student Notices
Goodbye Year 11
On Friday 28 May, we said our goodbyes to Year 11.
Students were given the opportunity to sign shirts, take photographs with their friends and even got the chance to enjoy
some old (at times embarrassing) photographs sent in by parents/carers!

We wish you all every success in the future and to those returning to the 6th Form in September - we will look forward to
welcoming you back then!
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Student Notices
Goodbye Year 13
As part of their final day at The Billericay
School, Year 13 gathered for their last
assembly, which included awards and
recognitions, as nominated by teachers and
peers.
Following which, students enjoyed a fun
packed afternoon on the field with buffet,
ice cream van and games.

This cohort have repeated demonstrated their resilience over the past two years—overcoming the many challenges
presented by the pandemic. Today though, we had much to celebrate and be positive about.

Having worked hard for nearly 2 years, raising their achievement way beyond their GCSE successes, acquiring many skills
and attributes in the process, including initiative, critical thinking and self-motivation- the very qualities that universities,
apprenticeships and careers will demand and recognise in them. Students also expressed their appreciation for the
contribution of their teachers to their onward paths in life.

Sixth form staff will remain on hand to provide help and support to all year 13 students in the coming months and we
would like to wish all our students the very best for the future. Please do stay in touch!
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Student Notices
Duke of Edinburgh Award - Expedition Dates
June 12th - 13th 2021
Joint Year 10 Practise Expedition and Year 11 Qualifying expedition in Essex. Year 11 will also have to attend some classroom
based training prior to this, details to follow.
3rd - 4th July 2021
Year 10 Qualifying Expedition in Essex. This will be preceded by a total of 3 hours of afterschool training sessions run
weekly for Year 10 students only.

Uniform Expectations
Jewellery – rings, bracelets, necklaces, additional earrings (one pair of stud earrings are the only piercings allowed) - are not
permitted and will be confiscated until the end of the week. Only plain black belts with a simple buckle are allowed.
Nail varnish, false nails or false eye lashes are not permitted and you will be required to remove these in order to attend
lessons.
Please ensure that you avoid unnecessary sanctions by abiding to our clear rules. A copy of our uniform policy can be found
on the school website.

Year 7 Drama Club
Don’t forget that Drama Club will take place on Thursday afternoons 3 - 4 pm in the Drama
Studio and is open to all students in Year 7.
For more information, see Mrs Miller in the Drama Department.
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Student Notices
Examination Results Collection
This August, students are asked to collect their results during their allocated time slot.
Full details can be found in the letter sent home on 24 May 2021 and also on our website:
https://www.billericayschool.com/examinations/2021-assessments/

Form time returns in June!
Please ensure that you know where to go.

Details can be found on Google Classroom.
Form time is every day, 08.35

am - 08.50 am.

Make sure that you arrive promptly and prepared for the day ahead.

Changes to School Day
When students return in June, there will be adjustments to the school day as follows:

Year 7
08:3508:50

Form/assembly 8.48 movement

08:5009:50

P1 All years 60 min

09:5010:05

Early Break 7, 9 & 12 inc
movement time

09:5010:55

P2 Year 8, & 10 65 min inc
movement

10.0511.10

P2 Year 7, 9 & 12 65 min inc
movement

10.5511.10

Late break 8, & 10

11:1012:15

P3 65 min inc movement

12:1512:45

Early lunch 7,9 & 12

12.15 13.20

P4 Year 8 & 10 65 inc 5 min
movement

12:4513:50

P4 Years 7, 9 & 12 65 inc 5 min
movement

13:2013:50

P4 Late lunch 8 & 10

13:55 15:00

P5 All years 65 min

Year 8

Early
Break

Year 9

Year 10

Early Break
Period 2

Period 2

Early Break 6CR
Period 2

Period 2
Late break

Early
Lunch

Period 2
Late break

Early Lunch
Period 4

Period 4

Early Lunch6CR
Period 4

Period 4
Late Lunch

Year 12

Period 4
Late Lunch
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Parent/Carer Notices
Follow Us
As well as our website, we regularly post updates
and notices on our social media pages;
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Please like and follow our pages, details of which
can be found on the home screen of your MyEd app.

Parking Outside the School
Once again, we must kindly
ask that Parents/Carers do
NOT park immediately
outside the school gates
during drop-off and pick-up
times.

Particularly at the end of the school day, when
large numbers of children are leaving the site, we
ask that drivers minimise the congestion and
make arrangements to meet students at a safe
distance from the school.
Following the full occupation of the newly built
properties in Roman Way, we have unfortunately
been made aware of vehicles repeatedly blocking
private driveways. Please respect our neighbours
and park politely at all times. The coach bay,
which is clearly marked with diagonal yellow lines,
is a strictly no parking area. Please be aware that
our local School Parking Liaison Officer has been
notified and patrols are due to take place.
Thank you for your co-operation.

For a limited period, Simmonds are offering a 10% discount online
for any uniform purchases.
Please visit : https://simmonds-ltd.com/billericay/
Please remember that from September 2021, only the new style
skirt will be accepted for students in Years 7-10.
Current Year 10 students, who will be Year 11 in September 2021
are permitted to wear the old style skirt for the remainder of their
time in school.

Stay Connected
Our main method of communication with parents/carers is via email. Please keep us updated of any change to your
details including; postal address, email address and telephone numbers. New details can be sent to
info@billericayschool.com.
If you are not currently receiving emails from the school, please check your junk and spam folders for any emails which
may have been incorrectly filtered. You can then mark emails from the school as safe by selecting “not junk/spam”.
Please be aware that this process will not be saved if undertaken on a smart device, such as a phone - the process MUST
be completed on a desktop computer. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Parent/Carer Notices
Year 11 Leavers’ Yearbooks and Hoodies
If you have purchased a Year 11 Yearbook (payable on Parent Pay), these will be handed out on results day in August.
To place your hoodie order, please visit: https://www.schoolleaverscompany.co.uk/leavers-hoodies-login and enter the
details below at login:
Username: SL55469 / Password: 55469bill
Hoodies can be personalised to include a nickname and sleeve printing (additional cost) and will be posted directly to the
bill payer.

Friends of The Billericay School
Students, at the heart of all we do
Registered Charity No 1022965

Contact us at: fobs.crew@gmail.com
Thank you to everyone who continues to support FOBS even while we are limited in what we can do! Remember that
you can:
 Raise money when you shop, via easyfundraising.org.uk (search for Friends of the Billericay School) - it won't cost
you a thing!
 Join or renew your membership of the 200 Club - it's just £1 a month and you could be in with a chance of winning
£50 every month, £100 five times a year and even £200 once a year. Please contact fobs.crew@gmail.com if you
would like to join or check your membership is still active.
Just a reminder that FOBS has signed up for the John Baron Fun Walk
in September. If you want to know any more, please email
fobs.crew@gmail.com to see how you can get involved.
With the weather set to improve for half term, don’t forget that FOBS
are selling discounted tickets for Adventure Island, Southend. Tickets
are priced at £15 each and collection is from Billericay. Please text
07811 252232 if you would like to arrange payment and collection.

Half a great week
off!

We look forward to
welcoming students
back on
Monday 7 June
on Week B.
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