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Dear Parents/Carers and Students 
 

This has been one of the most challenging terms we have faced as a school community. Ever changing 
headlines and government advice has meant that staff have been working tirelessly to retain normality 

for our students.    
 

I would like to assure all parents/carers that throughout this unprecedented crisis, the safety of 
students and staff has been our utmost priority. We have been in regular contact with Local Governing 
bodies and followed all guidance given to us by Public Health England, eventually resulting in a whole 

school closure. 
 

Naturally, this has been a time of uncertainty for us all and I would like to thank the vast majority of 
parents for their calm and considered response to our updates.  

 
Please stay safe during the extended break and take all precautions, as advised. 

 

Best Wishes 
Mr Ahson Mohammed, Headteacher 

 

 

Staffing Update 

I am pleased to  introduce the following new members of staff who will be joining us when normality 

resumes: 

Miss Parker - Cover Supervisor, Mr Harrison - English, Mrs Goodine - Maths,  

Mr Cajee - ICT, Mrs Choudhury- English, Mrs Vasa- English 

I know you will join me in making them all feel very welcome. 

 

Sadly, this term, we are  saying goodbye to: 

Mr Sheriff - Maths,  Miss Thomas - Science, Mr Mullen - Pastoral,  

Mrs Riddell - Cover Supervisor and finally, Miss Forde - English 

On behalf of the school, I would like to wish them all the very best for the future and thank them for 

all their hard work and support.  
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Contact Details 

So we can continue to regularly communicate with you, please remember to contact the school office or 

email info@billericayschool.com if your contact details have changed. This includes postal address, email 

address and home and mobile telephone numbers. 

Thank you for your co-operation.  

Event and Trip Cancellations  

It was with great regret that we were forced to cancel or postpone a number of planned events and 
trips this term and into the next.  

Following travel guidance issued as a result of  the current Coronavirus outbreak, tough decisions were 
made and we are working to process refunds as soon as possible.  

We will try as best we can to reorganise as many events as possible but appreciate your continued 
understanding.  

Parent/Carer Notices 
Updated information 

As well as letters which are being sent home via MyEd, we will continue to update the school website 

with any important information including details of the continued school closure, examination advice and 

government notices. 

Please continue to monitor the website to keep updated:  

https://www.billericayschool.com/news-and-events/latest-news/coronavirus-update/ 

 

Whilst the telephone lines have currently been diverted, we will continue to monitor the main school 

email address and respond to all queries as soon as possible: info@billericayschool.com   

Virtual Leaning Platforms 

You will have seen from our various letters that staff have been setting work 

remotely via our various online Virtual Learning Platforms. Full details of 

these platforms, including instructions can be found on our website:  

https://www.billericayschool.com/students/remote-learning-platforms/.   

On this page, you will also find a number of external links which provide some great resources for stu-

dents (and families) to explore a number of free online tours, including museums, zoos and shows! 

Supporting Families 

Within the update page on our website, you will find a section titled “Support at Home”. Here you will 

see that we have uploaded a number of resources which contain useful advice and coping strategies 

whilst at home during the school closure.  

mailto:info@billericayschool.com
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Recent News & Events 

Kingswood Trip - March 2020

In early March, 50 of our Year 7 students visited Overstrand Hall for 3 days of 
activities. Despite the cold winds blowing off the North Sea they participated in a 
range of outdoor activities which focused on building leadership and teamwork 
skills, whilst introducing Maths and Science into the conversation between the 
students and group leaders. For many of them it was an opportunity to experience 
high ropes and the “Leap of faith” for the first time, as well as archery and problem 
solving activities. An afternoon spent on Overstrand Beach required multiple layers 
to beat the cold whilst investigating how coastal defences protect this coastline.    

A good time was had by all. Mr Murnane 

Ski Trip - February 2020  

 

This February half term saw Year 9 and 

Year 12 students depart tor the annual 

school ski trip.    

After a smooth coach journey to the resort, the group of 

45  students and 7  staff arrived on Saturday evening to a week of 

fresh snow,  blue skies and warm spring like conditions.  

  

The students, comprised of both beginner and intermediate groups, made excellent progress 

throughout the week and advanced skiers covered big mileage around the whole resort. 

Away from the slopes the evening programme of activities 
included ice skating, a quiz night, pizza night and a the 
group were the toast of the town whilst enjoying a stun-
ningly entertaining karaoke night.  

 

An excellent week was had by all.  Next year’s trip will be to 

South Tyrol.  

Mr Berry, Deputy Headteacher  
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Recent News & Events 
Woodland Trust - Tree Planting Project 

 

In October 2019, The Billericay School submitted an application for a number of trees, to be 

provided by the Woodland Trust, as part of their commitment to increase the woodland 

cover within the UK.  

In March of this year, we were fortunate enough to receive over 300 trees!  The donation 

consisted of a number of species including; hawthorn, blackthorn, silver birch, oak, rowan, 

cherry, apple and elder. 

On March 11, students from our newly founded Environmental Awareness Club, assisted in 

the planting of over 250 trees around the perimeter of our school grounds. Over the years, it 

is hoped that these trees will create a much needed canopy for our students during warmer 

weather and provide shade which will be particularly welcomed on events such as Sports 

Day.  

Since 1972, the Woodland Trust have planted over 47 million 

trees and they are planting more every day. With the UK pledging 

to be carbon neutral by 2050, our hope is that our small 

contribution to this project will help to reduce carbon emissions, 

prevent flooding and keep soil nutrient-rich.  

During the session, students learnt about the positive impact 

such a scheme can have and were given additional information 

to take home. All of the students involved showed maturity and 

enthusiasm and we were very proud of their desire to make a 

difference. Well done all of you.  

 

If you would like any more information on the work the Woodland Trust do, 

please visit:   https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/  

Thank you to 

Lauren at Billericay 

Forest School for 

her advice on 

planting techniques 

and how to increase 

the trees chances of 

success.  

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
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Goodbye Year 11 

Year 11  

 

Friday 20 March marked a very sudden and unex-

pected end to school for our Year 11 students.    

Following the announcement by the government 

of  a full school closure, in order to prevent the 

spread of the Coronavirus, staff worked hard to 

ensure that those students received the fun and 

memorable send-off that they deserved.    

Despite the short notice, we are proud to say that 

we did just that! 

Students arrived in hand decorated shirts, ready 

for the traditional shirt signing session.    

 

After the formalities of book returns, the day ended with the Leavers Assembly which included some 

incredible musical performances by Oliver, Julia and Michael, all of which received a rapturous round of 

applause from their peers.  

Students then enjoyed a photographic journey including a collection of baby photos  and Year 7 school 

photos. The assembly concluded with a very witty awards ceremony, presented by Tedi, with winners 

of various categories having been voted for by fellow students.  

At a time of such uncertainty, our students 

demonstrated maturity and optimism and 

were nothing short of inspirational in their 

attitude towards the situation.  

To those students we would like to say: 

We are proud of each and every one of you 

and the progress you have made over the 

past 5 years and hopefully we will continue to 

watch a number of you grow throughout the 

Sixth Form.  Whatever your future holds, we 

hope you will remember us and consider 

keeping us updated - we love to hear from 

past students and learn of their continued 

progress.  

Wishing you all the very best. 
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Achievements 
Fencing Success 

Congratulations to Kyran, Year 11, who  achieved a Bronze Medal in 

the U16 Foil at the Eastern Regional Youth Championships at the end of 

January.  The win meant that Kyran qualified for the British Youth 

Championships. 

On Sunday 8 March 2020, Kyran achieved a further Bronze Medal in the 

Eastern Region Senior Championship. 

Kyran trains 3 times a week in Rickmansworth at Fencers Club London, 

whilst  balancing revision for his GCSEs later this year.    

Well done and keep up the hard work! 

 

Activ8 Fencing Team 

 

Huge congratulations to Kynan, Lucas and Oscar who, on 

Sunday 8 March 2020, won the U15 Boys Epee to become 

the British Schools Team Champions! 

The boys beat Eton in the final 45-38 to take the title. 

Well done to you all and a big thank you to Chris of Activ8 

Fencing for all your hard work. 

World Book Day 

Congratulations to the winners of our cake competition: 

Jasmine, Year 8—Winner 

Jacob, Year 8—2nd place 

Abbie & Rachael, Year 8 - 3rd place 

Other competition winners included: 

Tom, Year 9  - Winner, World Book Day Quiz. 

Treasure, Year 9 - Winner of our short story completion  

Grace, Year 7  - Winner of  our “guess the story” completion. 

Thank you to everyone who took part in all the days activities.  
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County Gymnastics 

 

This March, our U19 Gymnastics Team 

WON the County Gymnastics 

competition and will go on to 

represent the county at the National 

competition when it is rescheduled.  

This is an outstanding achievement, 

particularly because Essex is one of the 

largest counties to compete.   

Well done to all the girls involved.  

Girls Football League  

Congratulations to all the girls who took 
part in our recent football league games.  
In attempt to fit in as many league games 
as possible, the matches were played in a 
tournament format, hosted by The 
Billericay School.  
 
Teams from a number of local schools 
took part and each submitted two teams 
– an U13 team consisting of Year 7 and 8 
students and the second being an U15 
team made up of Year 9 and 10 students. 
Unfortunately, we did not have any 
representation from Year 10 this time so 
our senior team consisted entirely of Year 
9 girls.  

 
Both teams played some great football 
and showed enthusiasm and team spirit 
throughout. 
 
Unfortunately, the second half of the 
tournament, which was scheduled for 
25 March, has been postponed but we 
hope to get this rescheduled.  
 

Well done to al those involved! 
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Sixth Form 
Magistrates  Education 

 

As part of the Future Citizenship 

programme in the 6th form, students 

were visited by Magistrates who ran 

a session explaining their role in the 

judicial system.  Students even had 

the opportunity to participate in a 

mock trial, using what they had 

learned and their judgement to de-

cide the outcome of a real life court 

scenario. 

 
Year 12 Work Experience at Kings College and Guys Hospital 

 
During February half term, we spent the week at both Kings College London University and Guys 
Hospital as part of our work experience. The first three days consisted of observing a variety of pro-
jects being carried out by 4th year medical students. These included the synthesis of biofilm, testing 
of bioglass and 3D printing of body parts to grow tissue cultures on, all of which are currently being 
looked at for future medical applications. Another interesting part of the week was visiting the Gor-
don Specimen museum and observing cadavers, from which we built upon our knowledge of anato-
my. Over the final two days, we spent time in operating theatres and clinics in the oral surgery ward 
of Guys Hospital, shadowing surgeons while operating and assessing patients. The experience was 
definitely an enriching and fulfilling one in many ways, especially for giving insight and advice about 
going into medicine as a career, directly from university students.  
 
We are very grateful to Dr Ian Thompson for making this possible. 
 
By Thana Uddin and Fatima Shah Year 12 
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Sixth Form 
Farewell Year 13 

With government announcements that there would be no A 

Level nor Level 3 Vocational exams this summer, followed by 

the closure of schools on March 20th,  students inevitably ex-

perienced a range of emotions including initial bewilderment 

and uncertainty. 

However students soon began to show their resilience, ap-

preciating they had much to be positive about and to cele-

brate.  

They have worked hard for nearly 2 years, raising their achievement way beyond their GCSE successes, 

acquiring many skills and attributes in the process, including initiative, critical thinking and self-

motivation- the very qualities that universities, apprenticeships and careers will demand and recognise 

in them.  

We were able to celebrate with students on the last day with a 

Leavers Assembly, followed by a buffet.  Staff and students en-

joyed short valedictory speeches, a photo montage of the stu-

dents and some fun Common Room awards.  Students also ex-

pressed appreciation for the contribution of their teachers to 

their onward paths in life. 

 

Sixth form staff will remain on hand to provide help and support to all year 13 students in the coming 

months and we would like to wish all our students the very best. 

The 6th form team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All year 13 students should check in on the Year 13 Google Classroom on a daily basis on school days.   

Year 12 students should do likewise on the Year 12 Google Classroom.  
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Students, at the heart of all we do 
Registered Charity No 1022965 

Contact us at: fobs.crew@gmail.com 

FOBS Meetings 

The final of our 5 FOBS meetings was scheduled to take place this April. Naturally, this meting has been 

cancelled. However, details of next years meting schedule will be published soon and we hope to see 

you there.  Please feel free to come along - everyone welcome! 

Waitrose Green Token Scheme 

During the month of February, FOBS were part of Billericay 
Waitrose's 'Green Token' scheme.    

We are delighted to report that we raised a total of £305!   

Thank you to everyone who chose us when selecting their charity in 
store and of course, a huge thank you to Waitrose for the wonderful 
donation.  

Easy Fundraising 

When you are shopping online, why 

not copy this link: 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobsbillericay  

You will be taken to Easy Fundraising where you can 

easily log in before you shop online and help us raise 

funds from your arm chair.    

200 Club 

For only £1 per month* you could be in with a chance to win £50 per month, £100 five 

times a year and even £200 once a year for the ultimate prize; that’s better odds than the 

lottery! The 200 Club also makes a huge contribution to our fundraising targets.  Simply fill in a form 

and set up a standing order; it’s that simple! Please email our treasurer for a form and further details:  

fobs.treasurer@gmail.com  (*one annual payment of £12 via standing order.) Please also check your 

payment is still active so you don’t lose out if your number is called!  

Match Funding 

A reminder that if your firm has a ‘match 

funding’ scheme, this can dramatically 

increase the amount FOBS makes from 

any event you’re involved with. Please 

email us to let us know if your firm does 

this or to find out more. 

Follow us 

Please be sure to like and follow our 

Facebook page: 

 https://www.facebook.com/

BillericaySchoolFOBS/   and Twitter page:  

https://twitter.com/the_billericay  

We will continue to update you via 

these platforms of any changes to 

events. 

Quiz Night 

Sadly, due to the current 
climate, we have of course 
cancelled our quiz night which 
was due to place this April. If 
you had purchased tickets andh have not yet 
heard from us, please email 
fobs.crew@gmail.com to discuss.  We hope 
that we may be able to rearrange this event for 
the later in the year but we will keep you 
updated on this.   

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobsbillericay
mailto:fobs.treasurer@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/BillericaySchoolFOBS/
https://www.facebook.com/BillericaySchoolFOBS/
https://twitter.com/the_billericay
mailto:fobs.crew@gmail.com
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Local Community Messages 

 

Billericay Forest 
School Club 

 

 

Billericay Forest School offers nurturing 
and creative learning opportunities for 
early years - supporting and encouraging a 
relationship between learners and the 
natural world. We promote holistic 
development , fostering resil ience, 
independence and creativity whilst 
encouraging appropriate risk taking.  

We offer: Long term Forest School sessions 
for schools and early years settings, Short 
term and one off outdoor learning sessions, 
Staff training, After School Clubs, Family 
Forest School sessions and Birthday 

Parties.  

Please contact Lauren on 07775 917561 for 
more details or email: 

billericayforestschool@gmail.com  

Thank You  

On behalf of everyone at The Billericay School, we 

would like to say a huge thank you to all of the 

country’s Key Workers who continue to work 

throughout this period of isolation.  

 

 

We have recently donated PPE to our local NHS workers and hope that this small gesture goes some 

way towards affording them the protection needed in their continued fight against Coronavirus.  

Helen Keller, the inspiration behind one of our House Groups once said  

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”   

This has been so true in recent weeks as we have all watched some truly remarkable acts of community 

spirit and kindness.  

Please continue to support this wonderful community - stay home and stay safe.  

mailto:billericayforestschool@gmail.com

