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Message from the Head Teacher
Dear Parents/Carers
It is a pleasure to share a sample of the many events and activities that the school has engaged with both
within and beyond the school curriculum. In all that we do, we would wish our students to gain a rich
and rewarding experience. It is humbling to see the many talents of our youngsters. We continue to
support and encourage our school family to excel in their sport or other interests outside of school.
We have again raised hundreds of pounds for various charities through the generosity of the whole
community. Letters are received regularly from the numerous organisations that are supported
acknowledging that without these donations they would be unable to carry out their activities at a local,
regional or national level.
The Year 11 students have been involved in mock examinations, with the sixth form taking part in
examinations upon returning in the New Year. I hope they make the most of the opportunities to
prepare for these examinations during the holiday period so that they are able to achieve their very best
grades and experience success.
During the festive period, students get new ‘things’ and are often eager to wear or show items to their
peers in school upon their return in January. Please can I ask that you check with your child that they are
returning with the correct uniform and without unnecessary items allowing the term to commence
positively.
Should you need information or wish to raise a concern, please contact the school so that the matter can
be addressed. It is only by working together that we will get the best outcomes for our children.
My ‘Sincere Thanks’ to the whole of the school community especially to the staff who behave in a
supererogatory manner to ensure that the care and education of the students remains the top priority at
The Billericay School.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a happy and enjoyable Christmas with your
families and friends, followed by a Happy New Year.
Please keep safe and I look forward to seeing you at future events.

Mr A Mohammed, Headteacher
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Academic Monitoring Day - Parent and Student Surveys 2018
Firstly, a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who took the time to complete and return the questionnaires. We had
over 550 student responses and over 400 parent responses, which was more than sufficient to be an excellent
representative sample. Despite this, response numbers were slightly lower than last year and I would like to
take this opportunity to encourage all parents and students to provide us with feedback as the results are
always carefully analysed before being discussed by the Senior Leadership Team and fed back to staff where
appropriate. Individual comments have all been collated and passed on to the relevant department or senior
member of staff. As the questionnaires are anonymous, we cannot respond to individual queries or concerns
raised in the survey but are trying hard to ensure that any issues are appropriately addressed. Please contact
the relevant member of staff (e.g. form tutor/subject teacher), or senior teacher if there is an outstanding
matter you wish to discuss.

Parents
You gave us the highest scores in the following categories;


My child is well looked after at school (97% approval rating**)



My child feels safe at school (97% approval rating)



My child is taught well at school (96% approval rating)



My child is happy at school (95% approval rating)

These were also the 4 headings you were most satisfied with the previous year. We are pleased that you seem
to be consistently finding the quality of teaching, safeguarding and wellbeing of your children the things you
are most happy with. They have and always will be our biggest priorities.
Thank you for your individual comments. Most were extremely positive, and negative ones were usually
qualified in the light of your overall satisfaction with the school. All comments have been passed on to the
relevant areas.
Over 87% of you would recommend this school to another parent, 8% of you ‘did not know’ if you would but
the vast majority of these responses were from new Year 7 parents and set in the context of them not yet
knowing the workings of the school.
Last year and indeed this year, a small number of you have commented on lengths of queues for food and
availability of food. We have found that queues were gone within the first 20 minutes of lunch in all servery
areas, and whilst we felt this was sufficient, we have upgraded our kitchen facility, and placed a brand new
servery area in A Block. This has significantly shortened the time students are waiting at break time. There is
always a wide range of hot and cold food available throughout break and lunch but if your child is finding it
difficult to access what they particularly want please ask them to get advice from their Form Tutor or Head of
House. It might be that they need to go to a different serving area where there is a wider variety of food, or
be shown again the meal deals and options available.
Last year, some of you commented on inconsistency of setting homework. We have tried to address this with
our new Year 7 and 8 homework timetable and it is pleasing to see our approval rating increase for students
‘receiving appropriate homework for their age.’ Whilst the evidence from you and from Ofsted suggests we
are improving in this respect, we will continue to monitor how the timetable is working and the quality and
consistency of homework set.
Some comments mentioned concerns about communication and moving to the MyEd App. We take on board
these concerns and will continue to do our utmost in providing you with valuable and important information,
as swiftly and precisely as possible.
For Year 7 Parents, we appreciate that many of the questions on the survey are difficult to answer other than
gaining some information about how your children have settled in. We will look to collate your feedback again
later on in the year.
We will look at how to make Academic Monitoring Day as effective as possible, providing you accurate
feedback about your son/daughters progress and targets, key events for the year and helping to develop the
ongoing positive relationships between form tutors, parents and students.
School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com
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Students
You gave us the highest scores in the following categories;
 I feel safe at school
 I behave well at school
 My teachers give me feedback and it helps me improve
 I have to think hard when I’m at school
 I know how to be safe online

Whilst the overwhelming majority of you ‘Strongly Agree’ that you are happy and safe, there were a small
number of comments from students that answered ‘Disagree’ in this area; these comments often involved
your wellbeing, stress levels or exam anxiety. We try our best to build helpful strategies into our assemblies
and wider curriculum – you feeling safe and happy in school is of the highest importance. Remember that
there are several options here if you don’t, firstly, speak to your parents about your concerns; within school
you have your Form Tutors, Head of House (HOH) and Student Services to talk to, as well as
Students4Students for support and Backchat/Student Voice to suggest improvements.
The overwhelming majority of you thought that your behaviour in lessons was good, which we absolutely
agree with. For those of you that responded that you thought it wasn’t, it was encouraging to see some
honest reflections about the reasons why and how you’d like to be better. Again, speak to the pastoral
support assistants, teachers and tutors if you would like us to support your improvement in this area.
We are glad that bad behaviour and bullying are rare but we want ALL incidents to stop. We have strict
procedures in place to deal with any bullying or discriminatory behaviour whether based on race, sexuality,
gender or anything else. Staff are trained and educated about equality and will challenge any comments or
behaviours that contradict this. Please talk to Student Services, Form Tutors or HOH if you feel you need help
with any discriminatory behaviour or bullying.
It is really encouraging to see that you think the feedback you get on how to improve is so well received.
Learning from your mistakes and responding to your personalised feedback is the best way for you to
improve. Keep doing what your teachers say and making the most of the feedback they give you, this will
make a huge difference to your progress. It is also pleasing to see almost all of you are using your purple pens
in the correct way.
Over 75% of you said that you were proud to go to The Billericay School. As a staff, we are proud to be a part
of this community and would hope that you are also. If we are proud of the community we are part of, we
demonstrate the right attitude, will treat it and everyone within it with great respect, and together achieve
even greater things.
All of your comments have been read and where relevant concerns or comments have been raised, they have
been passed to staff responsible. As the survey is anonymous we cannot feedback to individuals but if you
have suggestions or want help in any way, please talk to us.

Thanks to everyone who responded to the survey. Remember you can continue to contribute views and ideas
and be part of decision making in the school through Back Chat, Student Voice and the Sixth Form Committee
or, if you’re a parent/carer by contacting the school or being part of FOBS.

**we have used responses Strongly Agree or Agree to form your approval ratings.

Mr J Pead
Assistant Headteacher
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On a beautiful day at the Basildon Sporting Village, we came 4th overall in the District
Cross Country event missing out on 3rd place by only 2 points.
Year 7 girls came 2nd with excellent runs
from Year 10 team, with Freya Lang, Jessie
Ogden and Fiona Munro all coming in the
top 20.
Year 7 boys came 3rd with top 20 finishes
for Jacob Ray, Callum Broom and Jake
Broom. Year 7 came 2nd overall.

Year 8/9 girls came 3rd with Darcey Bowman, Ellie Blaber, Ashleigh Pringle and Grace
Brooks all with top 20 finishes. Darcey came 4th and has qualified to represent
Basildon at the Counties in February.
Year 8/9 boys came 6th in a really tough field and Year 8/9 came 3rd overall.
Year 10/11 girls came 3rd overall with top 20 finishes by Freya Fuller and Emily Brown
The Year 10/11 boys came last as they unfortunately did not have a complete team;
Oliver Lawrence, Josh Woodrow and Sam King all finished in the top 20 and Oliver and
Josh qualified for the Counties in February.
Well done to you all!

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com
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Activ8 Fencing Club
The Billericay School is continuing to produce Fencing Youth Internationals - Congratulations to Refe Tant, Kyran
Porter and Oscar Saxon.

Epee Championships - 7 September



Refe Tant reached the last 8 of the National U17 Epee Championships and was placed 7th. He has now
moved up to 9th in the UK U17 Rankings.



Lucas Godfrey made the cut but lost his first DE and was placed 40th.



Oscar Saxon was placed 49th.

Foil Championships – 7 September



Kyran Porter made the cut to reach the last 64 of the National U17 Championships and only lost 15-14 to
the 16th seed. A very promising result.



Dan Twine was nominated for the British Fencing Young volunteer of the year, shortlisted to the last 4 and
mentioned at the British Fencing Awards Dinner.

U17 European Epee World Cup Circuit - 10 November
Refe travelled to Grenoble on the Swiss border to fence for Great Britain in the Grenoble U17 world cup individual
and team competition. He progressed through the poule round to the direct elimination where he came up against
a very difficult French fencer. He was placed 100th out of 157 competitors in his first foreign competition. In the
team competition, his team won their last 16 and were defeated in the last 8. They were placed 6th out of 20
teams.

Elite Epee Championships – 15 September
Refe Tant

3rd (Bronze Medal) in the U17s

Oscar Saxon

3rd (Bronze Medal) in the U13s, rising to No 4 in England U13 rankings

Essex County Championships – 12 October
1st (Gold Medal)

Senior Epee

Refe Tant

Senior Foil

Kyran Porter and Jacob Lewis reached the last 8

U16 Epee

Refe Tant

1st (Gold Medal)

U14 Boys Epee

Lucas Godfrey

1st (Gold Medal)

U14 Boys Epee

Kynan Treby

2nd (Silver Medal)

U14 Boys Foil

Kyran Porter

1st (Gold Medal)

U14 Boys Foil

Jacob Lewis

3rd (Bronze Medal)

U12 Boys Epee

Oscar Saxon

2nd (Silver Medal)

U12 Girls Epee

Alex Lines

1st (Gold Medal)

U12 Girls Epee

Meia Singh

2nd (Silver Medal)

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com
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Activ8 Fencing Club
Bath U15 Foil – 10 November
Kyran Porter

3rd (Bronze Medal)

Jacob Lewis

5th - narrowly missing a bronze

Sabre, Leon Paul Centre, Hendon
Daniel Twine reached the last 16

U13 Leon Paul Series Epe, Millfield School – 11 November
Lucas Godfrey

3rd (Bronze Medal)

U15 Foil Leon Paul Centre, Cardiff
Kyran Porter

2nd (Silver Medal)

U13 Elite Epee Grand Final – 8 December
Oscar Saxon

2nd (Silver Medal)

On December 15th and 16th - Refe Tant will fence for the Eastern Region at the Winton Cup
regional team championships and Daniel Twine will be a referee and chaperone to the team.

Refe Tant, now an U17 British Youth International having fenced in three U17 Epee World Cups on the European Circuit
(Grenoble, Bonn and Copenhagen) has a fourth competition in Bratislava in January.

Kyran Porter (U15 Foil) and Oscar Saxon (U13 Epee) have both qualified to fence for England in Wroclaw, Poland in March
2019. Alex Lines and Lucas Godfrey will fence in Poland as independent entries.

Finally, a special mention to Chris Green, the Coach. On the 14th September Chris celebrated the 61st anniversary of his 1st
fencing lesson and on 7 September he was 5th at the Essex Senior Epee – a competition where he took Gold in 1968.

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com

8

Christmas 2018 Newsletter

Students, at the heart of all we do
Registered Charity No 1022965

fobs.crew@gmail.com
Did you know your normal online
shopping can help meet targets
through Easy Fundraising and it
won’t cost you a penny?

FOBS Corner

FOBs supports’ our students through school
projects, Faculty as well as Back Chat requests. We
Before you finish your Christmas shopping, why not copy
are currently in discussions re the focus of the next
this link:
school project but continue to respond to Faculty
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobsbillericay
and Back Chat requests in the meantime.
and it will take you to Easy Fundraising where you can
As a very small group of parents, like you, we all easily log in before you shop online and help us raise funds
have work, family and other demands to juggle, all from your arm chair.
of which seem to have increased somewhat for all
of us this year!! Having purposely identified a
small number of simple and cost effective ways to
raise funds we really do need to appeal for your
help if FOBS is to reach targets and continue to The 200 Club is a Charity Raffle providing a regular income
towards fundraising targets. The monthly charity draw gives
support our students going forward.
you a chance to win regular £50 and £100 prizes as well as
our top annual prize of £200, and it only costs you £1 per
A big thank you to Clair Baker (Year 10 mum ) who
month. Please contact us on fobstreasurer@gmail.com
obtained a £1000 charity donation via HSBC in
for more information.
support of the summer year 7 Fete Day.

200 Club

We are pleased to confirm that the fabulous Quiz evening will be back, in March
2019. Fun for all of the family - contact us for more details at
fobs.crew@gmail.com.

Match Funding
Do you work for a Company that may have a Match Funding policy? If you don’t know, FOBS can help
you enquire with your Company. Match Funding helps FOBS dramatically increase funds raised, for
example, a FOBS Quiz evening raised £1000 and Match Funding added a further £1500 from 2
Companies. You can see why this is an important fundraising tool, so please do email us for further
information.
For the continued benefit of all of our students, FOBS really does appreciate and
need your support. Not just for fundraising, but to come along to the FOBS meetings
and be part of the decision process.
So why not join us on Thursday 31 January 2019 at 7.30 pm at The Billericay School,
in the conference room.

This just leaves us to send you all heartfelt Seasons Greetings and wish you and all of our
students a fabulous 2019.
School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com
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Sixth Form Events
Crondon Park Visit
Year 12 Business Studies students have been studying customer service and communication this
term. Their focus was a visit to and talk by staff at Crondon Park Golf Club. Students asked many
questions about aspects of customer service, learning much in preparation for their forthcoming
assignment.

Helping to make Billericay a Dementia Friendly Community
In November Carl Roberts, Customer Relationship Manager at Anisha Grange Care Home, and Dementia
Champion at the Alzheimer’ Society delivered a Dementia Friends Information Session to over 100 Year
13 students.
Students left with key messages about
dementia, appreciating the importance
of both society at large and the local
community, in being more informed and
understanding about the condition. The
aim of Dementia Friends is to increase
understanding of dementia and inspire
people to take action to support people
affected by dementia in their
community. Students appreciated the
thought provoking session, sharing
experiences and resolving to take action
to work for change.
Carl is part of the Billericay Dementia Alliance which aims to make
Billericay a truly inclusive and dementia friendly community and by
working with the students of the Billericay School, he commented that
we are taking another step towards that goal.
School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com
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Sixth Form Events
British Legion Visit the 6th Form
In November Billericay 6th form students had the
privilege to take part in a discussion with members
of the local British Legion. Talking with the
veterans gave us a great insight into their military
experiences, telling us about events we had learnt
about in History lessons but here we heard about
events through their eyes. Areas of conflict where
they saw action included Northern Ireland, Cyprus,
World War Two, Suez and the Falklands.
The veterans shared photos with us, making us realise how as young men they looked very like us and
yet they had done so much. They also commented how their military experiences had shaped their
lives, often for the better.
We realise how lucky we were to listen to the veterans, the oldest of whom was 97. It seemed right to
reflect on what they had all spoken about soon after Remembrance Day and the 100 th anniversary of
the end of World War One. Our thanks go to Mr Legg from the DT
department, a member of the British Legion himself, who made this
event possible.

Jake Panaghiston, Jake Disbury and Adriel Tizora – Year 12 students

Year 13 Criminology Conference
On the 21st of November 2018, Year 13 students attended a Psychology/Sociology Criminology
Conference in London. Whilst there the students listened to a wide range of lectures on topics
associated with criminology. The psychologists/criminologists spoke about hate crime, domestic
violence and how to detect a lie. Students heard first-hand about the life of Noel ‘razor’ Smith - an ex
armed robber who spent the majority of his life in prison, sharing his thoughts on custodial sentencing,
which in his opinion, doesn’t work for every offender.

Leading up to the event, students were sent a case study about a murder. In the weeks prior to the
conference, they were sent multiple interviews and clues about the case to help them work out who
the murderer was. This meant the students had to work as a team to try and come up with a
hypothesis. The real murderer was revealed at the conference.
Students found the trip extremely useful and a fascinating experience.
Written by Kelsey Saltmarsh, Year 13 Psychology student

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com
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Sixth Form Events
Washington Trip
After an eight hour flight, our trip to Washington really
started with an evening walk around the iconic city centre
including the White House, the Washington Monument and
the Second World War Memorial. Our second day was a
whirlwind, with a bus tour to the Capitol, the Memorial of
Jefferson, the Roosevelt Memorial, the Martin Luther King
Jnr. Memorial and the Lincoln Memorial. Having grown up
seeing these monuments in numerous films, it was
breathtaking to be stood at the foot of these buildings. In my
opinion the most moving memorials were the Vietnam and
Korean War Monuments. These two memorials still felt so
fresh, so raw, as dotted around the lists of thousands of
names were flowers. This shows that these wars still affect
the lives of loved ones today.
After refueling at lunch, we visited the American History Museum and ‘Newseum’, which were huge buildings
with multiple wings of exhibitions showcasing different artefacts. Our favourite exhibitions were those on the
Vietnam War and the First Ladies’ inauguration dresses. In the ‘Newseum’ one of the most moving exhibitions
was on 9/11, a moment that changed not just America but the world forever. To recuperate after the busy day,
we visited China Town. We ended the day with a visit to Walmart where even Mr Cass bought a packet of
Oreos.
Day three began at The African American Museum. The exhibition began seven storeys underground at the
beginning of slavery in 1600. This museum opened in 2016 and was largely funded by Oprah Winfrey. The
emotional displays truly brought to life the realities of slavery and the struggle of the Civil Rights Movement.
The upper floors of this museum have exhibitions on African American music, art and sport. That afternoon, we
toured the Capitol. This building was as awe inspiring in the inside as it was from the outside, so much so that
one student actually tripped over whilst looking at the painted ceilings. This day was completed with a trip to
the local shopping outlet where any money we hadn’t already spent was quickly spent on clothes and trainers.
Our final day took us to the National Archives where both the US Constitution and the Declaration of
Independence are on display. These were incredible to see and there was also an exhibition on (until now)
secret documents in relation to the Vietnam War. En route to the airport we stopped at the Arlington
Cemetery. At first sight, this cemetery leaves you speechless as there are graves in every direction for as far as
the eye can see. Here servicemen are laid to rest from the American Civil War to present day conflicts as well as
former presidents including John F. Kennedy.
Our trip was over but the memories will stay with us for a lifetime. All students would like to thank Miss
Frappell, Mr Cass, Mrs Keeble and Mr Wilson who made this trip possible.
Written by Joe Short

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com
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BTEC Construction Students visit working building Site
On 16th and 17th October, 50 BTEC Construction students
from Year 9 to 11 took advantage of a site visit to the new
housing development on Roman Way.
The students had a one hour guided tour in groups around
the site to look at the early stages of construction. This
included ground work for services (gas, water, electricity and
communication cables), foundations and types of material
used in flooring.

They also had the opportunity to closely observe a cavity wall being constructed using
the different components and to ask questions to develop their understanding for their
own practical brickwork .
This visit was a great opportunity
to enhance their knowledge and
to see construction theory put
into practice.
A great experience was had by all.
With thanks to Indecon for
allowing us on site.

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com

13

Christmas 2018 Newsletter

After School Clubs
Science Club – Thurs 6 Dec 2018
A new year, a crowd of new faces!
After the departure of two of our science department colleagues, Mr
Bashford and Mr Ganda, our Science Club opened its 5th year by
welcoming a new member, Mr Turnbull. We are averaging between 12
-15 students each week, with a small team of enthusiastic regulars and
the occasional new face.
Our new theme this term is “Surviving a Zombie Apocalypse”, and our Year 7s and 8s have really risen
to the challenge. They have enjoyed designing and building a water filtration system (since clean
water has become a rarity post-apocalypse), a pressure plate alarm system (alerting survivors to
approaching zombies ), shoe covers that reduce noise (to sneak past zombies), and parabolic solar
cookers. As Christmas approaches, we will conclude our Autumn term with a murder mystery. As if
the zombies weren’t bad enough! Stay tuned to see if the suspect will get away with it …

Miss Huang and Mr Turnbull

Ballroom Dance Class
Wednesday 3pm-4pm

Please watch our website for updates on any extra-curricular clubs:
http://www.billericayschool.com/students/school-clubs/

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com
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Trips
Chemistry at Work
On 17 October, 31 Year 11 students attended the Chemistry at Work event in Tilbury.
The event aims to promote the chemistry-based professions as a possible career choice
to students and consisted of practising chemists, chemical engineers and pharmacists
giving talks about their jobs and careers. These specialists came from a range of
backgrounds including industry, consultancy and the universities. The event was
organised by the Royal Society of Chemistry, the Institution of Chemical Engineers and
local SETPOINT staff. The talks illustrated how chemistry is used in real jobs and
organisations giving students an insight into how their studies relate to possible
careers.

STEM Workshop—St Margaret’s Hospital
On Friday 23rd November, students from years 11, 12 and 13 attended a STEM workshop at
St Margaret’s Hospital in Epping. During the sessions, students learnt vital skills and
knowledge for both physical and mental wellbeing.

This included a discussion about mental health issues and practical sessions including CPR
training and the Heimlich manoeuvre.

Students practised using medical equipment, including a
defibrillator and oxygen cylinder and mask used for
resuscitation.

Students found the trip to be an invaluable experience, enhancing their knowledge of NHS
careers, as well as post-16 career paths available to them.

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com
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Trips
Year 10 History visit to Ypres
Winston Churchill claimed of the small Belgian town of Ypres that, “A more sacred place for the British
does not exist in the world”.
This year is the 100th anniversary of the end of the First World War and in October 160 year 10 History
students, accompanied by 12 members of staff visited a number of sites in and around the town as
part of their GCSE History course.
Despite some grumbling about the early start (some students didn’t think 5am existed) the trip to
Dover and the ferry crossing were uneventful. As we came into Ypres students started to see the first
cemeteries and memorials each with their cross of sacrifice and simple white headstones.
We were able to visit Essex Farm cemetery where
Valentine Strudwick is buried. He lied about his age and
enlisted at 14 and was killed a year later. Essex Farm also
contains the underground bunkers where wounded
soldiers were treated by the Canadian army doctor John
McCrae who wrote the famous poem “In Flanders’
Fields”.

Students also visited the Sanctuary Wood museum and walked in
the preserved trenches there.

The final two sites were the German cemetery at Langemarck
where the remains of more than 25,000 soldiers are buried in a
mass grave and Tyne Cot, the largest British cemetery, built at the
top of the Passchendaele ridge and fought over throughout the
three battles of Ypres.

To finish the day there was the chance to walk down from the
Menin Gate where the Last Post ceremony takes place every night
as an act of remembrance. Students then had the chance to buy
Belgian chocolates in the town square.

Staff would like to thank the students, who were a credit to the school, and parents who turned out so
early in the morning and stayed up late when our return ferry was delayed.

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com
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Recent Events
Family Fun at Literacy and Numeracy Workshop
On Thursday 8th November 2018, thirty Year 7 and 8 students at The Billericay School attended our
annual Family Literacy and Numeracy workshop with their parents. Staff, students and their parents
were involved in many exciting activities including measuring the ingredients to make cupcakes, adverb
charades, designing the decoration for their
bedroom, ordering food from a menu, word and
number games and shopping activities. All students
who attended received a free goodie bag with a
Billericay School pencil case and USB pen.
The aim of the evening was for students and parents
to participate in activities that they do in their daily lives where numeracy and literacy skills can be
used and developed.
The event was once again kindly supported by Waitrose who joined us on the evening and provided
maths shopping activities, prizes and the ingredients for students to go home and make cupcakes.
A fun time was had by all!

Just Act Normal
As you may know, the topics covered within this year’s performance
included gender fluidity and sexuality.
As a school we felt a need to address such issues and believed that drama
was an ideal opportunity to do this.
The Billericay School values every individual, regardless of gender, religion,
ethnicity or sexual orientation and it was fantastic to see that our students
feel so empowered.

I would like to highlight the work of Harvey and all the other equally
talented actors, singers and back stage crew and am truly humbled by their
talents.

Thanks must also go to the dedicated staff whose commitment to get the very best out of our students has not
gone unnoticed.
I strongly believe that these performances are a testament to the changes that we as a society in modern day
Britain have made in terms of addressing such topics publicly.
I would like to thank everyone who attended and I hope you enjoyed it as much as I did.

Mr Mohammed
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Charitable Events
Little Princess Trust
You may remember in our Summer Newsletter, we
told you that Mr White, of our Facilities team was
donating his hair to the Little Princess Trust charity.
Well, as promised, in July of this year that is exactly
what he did! In doing so, Mr White raised an amazing
£400 for the charity. Here he is, before and after!

Christmas Jumper Day 2018
This year, students once again showed their support for this wonderful charity by
attending school in their festive jumpers or t-shirts.

In return for a donation to Save the Children the
school was transformed into a festive wonderland!
Thank you to all those who participated. We raised
an incredible £967.42!

For more information on Save the Children, please visit the
link below:
https://christmasjumperday.org/
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Charitable Events
Christmas Gift and Craft Fair
Well done to Kath and Mags Parsons, our valued
members of staff who once again ran the Christmas Gift
and Craft Fair this December in aid of Cancer Research.
Months of planning and organising saw a record number of visitors at the event and the ladies
managed to beat last years total to raise an incredible £1,473 for this worthy cause.
Thank you both for all your hard work.

Children in Need 2018
In November, students made a donation of £1 and
attended in non-school uniform in aid of Children
in Need.
We are very proud to say that we raised an
astonishing £1145.06 for this extremely worthy
cause.
For more information, visit:
www.bbc.co.uk/corporate2/childreninneed
Our Sixth Formers also participated
by coming to school in fancy dress.

Shoebox Appeal
A huge thank you to all the families who
donated items, money or whole boxes to this
year’s Shoebox Appeal. We managed to beat
last years total, delivering an astounding 130
boxes.
All donations were sent to Link to Hope. For
more information on this wonderful charity,
please visit: www.linktohope.co.uk
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Achievements
Key Stage 3 Summer Reading Challenge
Selected students were given the opportunity to take part in
the Summer Reading Challenge during the holidays. They
chose a book to read and create a project in the hope of
winning a fantastic prize for their efforts: an Amazon Kindle!
The projects handed in were all brilliant, but the winner was
Grace Dutton 8SESA for her outstanding work. Runners up
included Jessica Dillon 10CTRS and Bethany Risidore
10NBTS. Look out for more English challenges to take part
across the year!

We have started this term with excellent Jack Petchey award
recipients. These students have gone the extra mile, whether
it be in terms of school work, supporting friends and family
or work in the community or maybe all three! Well done to
these three individuals:
September
October
November

Jake Disbury

Year 12 Curie

Rhianna Igglesden

Year 12 Curie

William Boylan

Year 9 Scott

Bikeability
Our congratulations to 22 students across all year groups who passed in Level 2 and Level 3 Bikeability
training during late September and October! All have been given their certificates. Training was
provided free by Essex County Council with a team of 6 qualified instructors. It is proposed the next
training will be provided early in the 2019 autumn term.
The school is supportive of this professional training to ensure the Health and Safety of your child, whether they
ride their bikes for leisure or to school. Students

are reminded they are not allowed to ride their
bikes to/from school if they have not
completed Level 3 Bikeability training and they
must be seen to be wearing helmets.
For further information, please refer to the websites
below:
https://bikeability.org.uk/ or www.essexhighways.org
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The Billericay School Enjoy European Fame
On 2 December 2017, The Erasmus European
Fashion Show was held at the National Art
Museum in Rome. Students from schools in
France, Italy, Germany, Spain, Portugal and The
Billericay School, UK took part, showcasing their
Circus Themed outfits.

Following the show,
Jessica Morrison and
Amy Blow’s corset tops
were
chosen
to
represent The Billericay
School at the 2nd
Biennale National Artist
Exhibition in Rome and
their
work
now
features
in
the
catalogue.

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com

21

Christmas 2018 Newsletter

Student Achievements
Congratulations to Bradley
Carroll, Year 11 who, on the 4th
of October, was promoted to
Corporal with 2393 Squadron,
Billericay Air Cadets. Bradley is
also part of their first aid team
who were awarded the bronze
medal on 27th October in this
years
national
first
aid
competition.

This year, Keira Daly Yr 8 and her family
were lucky enough to receive 5 trees as
part of the Queen's Commonwealth
Canopy Project. One of the trees was
then very generously donated to the
school for all to enjoy. The silver birch
was planted in October and we look
forward to watching it grow and
flourish.

In October, Ryan Staines Yr 8 was
nominated for a trial with the England
Basketball East Aspire programme. We
are proud to say that Ryan was
selected for the U13 team despite
fierce competition.
The Aspire Programme sessions are an
important and fundamental part of the
new Basketball England Talent Pathway
and the development of potential
England and Great Britain team players.

The objective is to provide quality
coaching for 11 to 15 year olds with the
emphasis on teaching the principles of
basketball as a game and reinforcing
the skills necessary to make them
better basketball players.
The Regional Aspire programme is a
vital step between club basketball and
the International programmes of
Basketball England and Great Britain
Basketball. It is a chance for the very
best players to come together to
develop on and off the court, be
surrounded by like minded players and
staff and to be educated about the next
level on the player pathway.
Fantastic news Ryan, keep it up!

For more information on the Queen’s
Canopy project, please visit:
ww.queenscommonwealthcanopy.org

Katie Maddox, Year 10 has recently returned from a dance
competition in Paris. The International competition, Youth America
Grand Prix saw Katie compete against dancers from Australia, Middle
East, Europe and America.

Katie performed a contemporary dance as well as The Bluebird Repertoire from
Sleeping Beauty. In addition, she was lucky enough to be invited to take part in a
ballet masterclass with the Paris d’Opera Ballet School.

Katie has also just been informed that she has gained a place on a week’s intensive
course in April at the English National Ballet School which she is very much looking
forward to attending.
Well done Katie!
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Student Achievements
Sports Young Volunteer
2018
Emily Brown, Year 11 was recently nominated
for Essex Sports Young Volunteer of the year.
She was shortlisted and went to the awards
evening in December.
Emily may not have won the main prize, but
she was highly commended for all her hard
work, effort and dedication to the PE
department. Emily spends much of her spare
time coaching, umpiring and assisting the
younger students who take part in extracurricular PE.
This is an amazing achievement; Emily was
placed in the top 5 from all of Essex.
Well done Emily, we are very proud of you!

Congratulations
to
Callum Porter who has
again
successfully
trialled for the U13
Essex cricket youth
development
programme for 2019.
Callum has been in the
programme since U10
and has played against
overseas touring sides
as well as other
counties
Well done Callum.

Volunteering Event
On a frosty December morning Euan Johnson, Year 10, arrived at a Barleylands Marquee to help set up the venue and carry
out other duties for the 33rd "Presidents Sporting Club & Essex Disabled Sports Foundation" Children's Christmas party. The
party is held for 700 disadvantaged and mildly through to severely disabled Children from East Anglia and the home counties.
The event is a wonderful opportunity for some to be awarded trophies for their sporting
achievements.
A small number of volunteers, including some from IPC Communications in London, The Armed
Forces and a large number of students of the Harlow Catering College assisted with all aspects of
preparation ahead of the arrival of approximately 900 people including the teachers & carers of
the children.
Volunteers were briefed on evacuation instructions so that they could assist with the challenges
of safely escorting such a large number of people with differing levels of disability and mobility,
quickly & efficiently in the unlikely event of any security or safety threat. Thankfully no such
issues arose.
Euan worked extremely hard to assist with the unloading pf party items and then filling 700 party
bags with a number of Christmas toys & sweets. Volunteers were also required to inflate and tie
nearly 1000 balloons and set them onto the 98 dinner tables in the venue. Euan also helped the
college students to dress the tables with party hats, programmes and balloons and assisted in
leading guests to their numbered tables.
For some of these children, the full Christmas dinner that the Harlow College served is the only Christmas dinner that they will
receive. It was a fantastic event in a beautifully decorated venue and it was magical to see 700
excited children having such a fantastic time, playing, dancing and meeting their favourite film
characters such as Elsa & Anna from Frozen and being entertained by clowns and magicians.
Many famous sporting ambassadors were in attendance and Euan was lucky enough to
meet celebrities such as Sir Trevor Brooking & Tony Cottee (West Ham), boxer Frank Bruno, Ozzie
Ardiles (Tottenham & Argentina) , Peter Shilton (England Goalkeeper) & Dan Bentley (Paralympic Gold
Medallist).
It was a long day and very hard work but Euan found it to be a truly humbling experience and felt
privileged to be part of it. Well done Euan, we are very proud of all your hard work.!
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Latest News
David Gandy Visit
International SuperModel and former student David Gandy
visited the school in November to talk about the
Achievement for All Programme, of which he is a patron.
Students involved in the scheme were given the
opportunity to meet with David and listen to his inspiring
talk about following your dreams and achieving your goals.
David also had a tour of his old school and even managed
to meet with a couple of his teachers.
https://afaeducation.org/

Thanks to local businesses
During this term we have started to embed our new alternative education programme and we have
received invaluable support from local businesses. Currently students are participating in work
placements at Burstead Bears Nursery, World of Spice, Essex Youth Build Chelmsford, Rallysport
Wickford, Billericay Clearance, Retreat Hairdressers, and Queen’s Park Tyres.

We would like to thank these providers for their support and the opportunities they are providing for
some of our students. Thanks must also go to Remus Horse Sanctuary, Waitrose and Creatures Great
and Small for offering placements too. Special thanks to Patrick Rothon for his support and links to
local businesses. We believe this is a positive pathway for some of our youngsters in meeting their
needs and have formed fantastic partnerships with these service providers and businesses.
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Information
MY Ed
Following the successful launch of the MyEd app, we have now completely disabled the Parent Portal.
We have continued to modify and improve the service and you now see that you are able to view attendance and
behaviour points, in addition to other useful tools. Going forward it will also be used for trip notifications and
permissions.
If your child is absent and you have not contacted the school absence line you will receive an app / SMS text and/
or email informing you of the absence and requesting a response. Should you wish to speak directly to the
administrative assistant for attendance please phone 01277 314402.
If you have not yet downloaded the app, we would urge you to do so as soon as possible as in future this will be
our preferred method of communication. We also encourage you to check the app on a regular basis and ensure
the settings on your phone allow notifications, so you are aware of any messages/letters that may be sent to you.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Train to Teach
Are you interested in making a difference?
Why not train to be a primary or secondary teacher with Billericay
Educational Consortium?
We offer a bespoke programme to meet your individual needs
leading to QTS and a PGCE with 60 Master credits.
We are hosting a free Train to Teach event on Wednesday 9th January at The Billericay School from
4.30pm—7pm. Book your place at Eventbrite: www.eventbrite.co.uk or visit
www.billericayscitt.com for more details

Social Media
As you may be aware, The Billericay School now have an official Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/TheBillericaySchool. Please be reminded that The Billericay School
are not affiliated with any other Facebook groups.
In addition, we also have a Twitter Account: @Billericay_Sch
Both pages are designed to provide useful information to parents and students which would
not otherwise be uploaded to our website. Please follow and share our pages.
Further information regarding the school can be found via our website:
www.billericayschool.com
School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com
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Information
Keeping students safe online
At this time of year many children may be looking forward to
new phones, tablets or games consoles for Christmas. As ever it
is really important that parents find out as much as possible
about the risks posed by these technologies. Talking to your
children is one of the most important things you can do to help
keep them safe online. Sit down with them with their device
and explore what is on it and how they’re using it. You can find some useful conversation starters on
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ which is a useful site about the apps, games and social media sites
children use. There is also a free O2 NSPCC Online Safety Advice Line open Monday – Friday 9am – 7pm
0808 800 5002.
Setting up parental controls is an easy way to help keep your child safe on a
new device. Parental controls can block upsetting or inappropriate content,
limit in-app purchases and manage which apps children are allowed to
download. You can set up parental controls on individual devices and on your
home WiFi, depending on your provider. We would also recommend turning
on privacy settings and making sure location sharing is ‘off’ on each device
and app that your child uses. There is lots of advice on our website:
https://www.billericayschool.com/parents/using-the-internet-and-smartphones-safely/
One game which has been particularly concerning lately is Doki Doki Literature Club, especially popular
with teenage girls. It features self-harm and is definitely not suitable for children and young people.
Please continue to be vigilant and if you have any concerns or questions, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

School Uniform Policy
Further to my letter dated 13 November, I would remind you that in line with new County guidelines,
students are no longer permitted to wear any earrings during a PE lesson, even if they are taped. Can I
therefore ask you to ensure that if your child is timetabled to have a PE lesson, any earrings are removed
before the school day as we cannot be held responsible for storing them during lessons.
I have recently been informed that some students have had their ears pierced mid-term, meaning that
they cannot participate in PE lessons without due precaution. If you intend to have your child’s ears
pierced, we would ask you to schedule this for the beginning of the summer holidays, thus allowing the
recommended 6 weeks healing time.
Full details of our uniform policy can be found on our website, via the link below:
http://www.billericayschool.com/assets/Uploads/Files/Policies/Uniform-Policy-July-2018.pdf
I appreciate your understanding and cooperation in this matter.
Mr Mohammed
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Reminders
Cashless Catering
Please can we remind parents that our cashless catering system has a maximum limit of £5 spend per day
as a default. Sometimes students try to exceed this limit at lunchtime when they have already bought
quite a few items at morning break. We would ask, therefore, that parents discuss with their children an
appropriate limit for the day, to suit their own circumstances and budget. We can amend the limit up or
down on an individual basis, so please advise the school office, via email to
finance@billericay.essex.sch.uk if you do wish to set your own daily limit.

Please note that there can be a 2 hour delay from the time you credit your child’s ParentPay account until
the funds show on the Cashless Catering system. This delay is particularly evident on Monday mornings.
We ask that you ensure your child’s ParentPay account is credited in sufficient time to accommodate the
delay. Thankyou for your cooperation.

Phones and Smart Watches

Tie Colours

The Billericay School operates a no
phone policy.

Year 7 Blue
Year 8 Red

Please be aware that this policy now extends
to watches which can be used to access messages.

Year 9 Gold
Year 10 Purple

In the event that students are found using them on site, all
such devices will be confiscated and held at Student Services
for collection.

Year 11 Green
Wear your school uniform with pride.

We appreciate your support in this matter.

Lost Property
The main lost property point is located by Student Services in C Block.
Items lost during PE may also be found in the second lost property area,
located at the top of the Sports Hall. Both of these areas are accessible
throughout the school day.
Due to limited storage, items can only be stored for one term, after
which time they will be donated to a local charity.
We ask you to encourage your child to search
regularly for missing items.

Textiles Work
KS4 and KS5 coursework
folders and products are
waiting to be collected from
Mrs Wigglesworth in E6. This
work can only be stored until
end of January 2019 after
which point it will be disposed
of.

It would also help if all belongings could be
clearly labelled with your child's name.

If you are unable to collect in
person, please send an email
with information of the person
who be collecting your work

Thank you for your cooperation.

Thank you.
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Reminders
Term Dates 2019

Parking
Once again we
remind all drivers
to be considerate
of others when
parking near the
school.

Bus stops and grass verges are not to be used
for parking. Please find a safe, suitable
stopping place, avoiding School Road and
Roman Way.

Spring Term Begins: Thursday, 3 January 2019
Half Term Holiday:
Monday, 18 February 2019 to
Friday, 22 February 2019
Easter Holidays:
Monday, 8 April 2019 to Monday, 22 April 2019
Bank Holiday: Monday, 6 May 2019
Half Term Holiday:
Monday 27 May 2019 to
Friday 31 May 2019

Cars are not permitted to enter the school car
park without prior approval, for example for
students with medical conditions.

Last day of Summer Term:
Friday, 19 July 2019

Our school gates are closed to traffic between
2.55 and 3.15pm and monitored by staff.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Sadly, Dr Pavan will be leaving us this Christmas. As well as being a fantastic Science and Maths teacher,
Dr Pavan has been a champion of our STEMM programme in her time at the school. She will be greatly
missed but we wish her all the very best in her future ventures.
We have appointed a number of new members of staff, all of whom will be joining us when we return in
January:
Mr Dewan— Teacher of Maths and Engineering

Mr Cossey— PE Instructor

Mrs Pead— Senior Science Technician

Miss Cleary— Progress Mentor, Science

Mrs Kelly—Main Office Receptionist

Mrs Gordea—Trust Compliance Manager

I am sure you will join me in welcoming them all to their new roles here at The Billericay School.
Mr Mohammed

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable break.
We look forward to welcoming students back in 2019!
From all the staff at The Billericay School
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