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Message from the Head Teacher 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

This newsletter shares with you some of the events and activities that the school has engaged with 

both within and beyond the school curriculum. It showcases the talents and efforts of our school 

family that excel in their sport or other interests. In all that we do, we would wish our students to 

gain a rich and rewarding experience. 

 

The generosity of the whole community has become evident once again. We have raised hundreds 

of pounds for various charities. Many letters of ‘thanks’ have been received from the numerous 

organisations that get supported, acknowledging that without these donations they would be 

unable to carry out their activities. In the current climate, I am sure you will agree that all 

contributions are gratefully received. 

 

It gives me great pleasure to share with you that offers of university places for our year 13 students 

are beginning to trickle in for September 2019 intake. 

 

We have now received the numbers for admission into Year 7 for September 2019 and again, we 

are full and heavily oversubscribed. This highlights the confidence that parents have in the work of 

the school and our values. 

 

Final preparations are underway for the impending formal examinations for our older students. 

The window is much longer than it has been in the past because there are more written 

examinations than in previous years. 

 

In the vast majority of cases I believe that, along with your support, the students are making the 

most of all opportunities made available to them in order to get themselves ready to achieve the 

very best grades possible. 

 

My ‘Thanks’ to the many parents that have taken time to write in to praise the school and its staff 

for supporting their children to prepare for their forthcoming examinations. A lot of time and effort 

goes into refining these strategies and your positive communications make it all worthwhile. 

 

Upon return after the Easter break, we will continue to focus on learning. Unnecessary issues occur 

when parents have been ‘persuaded’ by their children that it is ok for them to have their nails done 

or hair coloured and hoping that we would make an exception. Please can I remind everyone that 

we have always been clear about our expectations, these have not changed and are applied to all. 

 

I hope that you are able to enjoy time with family and friends during the Easter break. 

 
Mr A Mohammed, Headteacher  
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Sixth Form Events 
MIND Charity Event 

In February, students took part in a 
fundraising event on behalf of Mind, the 
mental health charity.  

The theme was "Wear red for your 
head" and as a result, our sixth form 
was transformed into a sea of red 
outfits in support of this wonderful 
charity.  

Thank you to all those who took part.  

For more information on Mind please 
see the link below:    

 
https://www.mind.org.uk 

 

Year 12 Students Celebrate International Women’s Day in London 

On Thursday 7th March I went to Cannon Street in London for an International Women’s Day event at CMS law 

firm. There were 10 amazing and inspiring women who joined us to tell us about what they do and how they 

have succeeded in their careers. They also gave us advice about our futures and what we should do to find a 

career we love and can thrive in. 

The whole day was amazing but my favourite 

part was the presentation and speech from 

Bianca Miller. Bianca is an award-winning 

Entrepreneur, who started The Be Group in 

2012 with the belief that all individuals should 

be able to access personal development 

services. She was also a runner up on the 

Apprentice in 2014, and from that she created 

a diverse range of hosiery which became a 

reality when ‘Bianca Miller London’ launched 

online in November 2015, and which later 

went into Topshop and the Morley’s Group.  

 

I found her so inspiring as her life has been so exciting and incredible. Bianca was one of the many women who 

spoke to us on this day but every woman had an amazing career and story of how they got to where they are 

today. Overall the event was fascinating and I would love to take part again.   

Written by Eve Mortland, Year 12 

https://www.mind.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3oL64SSzPGPtryDIdgnEnzIZyUnBPJf8HPhIEgWHvqohnY_yfiWmtRkrc
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Sixth Form Events 
LFA Project Visit to Auschwitz 

 
On the 7th of March, five sixth-formers and myself travelled to Poland to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau.  
 
Before the visit, we spent an afternoon in London meeting other students taking part in the project. 
We also had the privilege of listening to the story of an Auschwitz survivor herself as well as her 
mother’s experience of the Holocaust. Eva, the speaker, was born towards the end of the Holocaust 
so the story was based on her parents, particularly her mother’s, harrowing experience. Already, 
we began to approach the topic with a much more emotional mindset. 

 
The visit in Poland itself was unforgettable. Having heard Eva’s story already, then 
experiencing the sites in Auschwitz, it was clear that the events weren't just 
devastating events that happened to millions of people; it was a massive collection of 
millions of individuals’ stories, each one unique. 
 
Auschwitz 1 contains thousands of photos, shoes, suitcases and so many more 
belongings of Holocaust victims. That itself was unimaginable and close to impossible 
to comprehend. It helped humanise the people involved. The day continued and we 
visited Auschwitz 2 and 3 also. There was so much history and information about 
every single part of each place. Standing where these people once stood felt surreal; 
someone in our group even claimed it felt like we were stood on a film set.  
 
Even though we spent the entire day learning about the events and having all the things we’re taught in history lessons 
put into context and placed where we were standing, I’ve finished the experience with more questions than I started 
with. The more you learn, the more you realise how little you know about the subject in comparison to the amount there 
actually is to learn. It would be impossible to understand it all, let alone comprehend it, which is why the whole 
experience was so surreal. 
 
However, the main thing I learned from the experience is how much of a personal topic it is. The numbers on the pages in 
our history books are put into context and they suddenly become hard to believe. Every single person was/is affected by 
the Holocaust in a different way, which is what taking part in the LFA project really bought to light. 
 
Written by Rosie Lugg, Year 12 

Year 13 Students Share PPE Success 

Year 13 students have been busy preparing for their final exams at the end of the summer term. After their 
January PPE exams, students who had been highly successful were invited to meet with the Headteacher to 
enjoy an informal chat along with some refreshments.  

 

Students shared their post 18 destination plans, 
spanning a range of university and Higher 
Apprenticeship opportunities open to them. Mr 
Mohammed in turn offered some tips and advice 
whilst celebrating students’ success.   

 

The event was very much enjoyed by all as students 
attending appreciated the acknowledgement of their 
hard work, whilst Mr Mohammed appreciated 
students’ sharing their individual aspirations and 
future pathways.           

Fiona Smith, Head of 6Th Form  
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Sixth Form Events 
Royal Institution Computer Science Masterclasses for Essex  

The Royal Institution, famous for its Christmas Lectures, is a charitable organisation 

which oversees many extracurricular activities led by top experts from academia 

and industry for keen and talented young people in mathematics, engineering and 

computer science all around the UK.  Year 12 Computer science students have been 

attending the Royal Institution Mathematics Masterclasses organised by Ms Barnes 

(STEM Coordinator) on Saturdays mornings this term. 

 The Masterclass series for year 12 students involved students from both The 

Billericay School and others Schools in Essex.   

RI Masterclasses are hands-on and interactive extracurricular sessions led 

by top experts from academia and industry for keen and talented young 

people all around the UK. The Masterclasses aim to open the eyes of young 

people to the excitement, beauty and value of mathematics, engineering 

and computer science and in turn, inspire the next generation.  The 

sessions included: Astrophysics, Aeronautical engineering and 

programming Rovers, Python, Fibre optics and much more.   

Next term sessions for year 9 students across Essex will also be run in the school.  Interested students need 

to see Ms Barnes for further information.  Places are limited.   

Year 12 Psychology Trip 

On Tuesday 26 March, a group of year 12 psychology students travelled to London to attend a conference 

from well-known researchers such as Elizabeth Loftus and Reicher and Haslam.  

Throughout the day we heard a number of talks about topics like Jack the Ripper, Memory and Social 

Influence. These talks allowed us to expand our understanding and re-visit old studies we had previously learnt 

about. The most influential talk that we heard was from Loftus as she gave us an insight into recent 

developments and findings into memory. Elizabeth Loftus also provided us with a Q&A session which made the 

day more interactive. The year 12 students had a great day at the conference learning about different 

perspectives into research, and increasing our understanding on topics we are currently studying.  
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School Ski Trip – Ziller Valley, Austria  

This year, the annual February half term school trip for Year 9 
and Year 12 students went to the resort of Ziller Valley in 
Southern Austria.   

  

After a smooth journey by coach to the resort, the group of 
45  students and 7  staff arrived on Saturday evening to  a 
week of fresh snow,  blue skies and warm spring like 
conditions.  

  

The two beginners groups made excellent progress 
throughout the week, progressing on to red 
intermediate pistes, while the intermediate and 
advanced groups skied big mileage around the 
whole resort,  with the advanced group having the 
opportunity to ski into a neighbouring resort. 

 

Away from the slopes, the group went Bowling, 
swimming, ate wonderful Italian Pizza and 
watched the ski instructor evening torchlight 
descent and ski display which was an 
unforgettable highlight.   

 

 

An excellent week was had by all.   

Next year‘s trip will be to Bormio in the Italian Dolomites. 

 Mr Berry, Deputy Headteacher 

Recent Events 

An Inspector Calls 

On the 3 December 2018, Year 11 students were treated to a 
performance of “An Inspector Calls” by theatre company 
Drama Impact .The show was then followed by a workshop. 

 

Our thanks to David Houston who was 
the main actor on the day  

http://dramaimpact.com/actor/ 

http://dramaimpact.com/actor/
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Recent Events 

WW1 Event 

In February, a group of Year 8 students today 
enjoyed a wonderful enrichment session, 
presented by Portals to the Past.  

Students were treated to an interactive 
experience involving equipment as well as an 
engaging talk from an expert in all aspects of 
World War One.  

This experience was made possible thanks to 
funds from the Jack Petchey Award Scheme. 

 

KS3 Poetry Saturday Session 

In February, a group of students in Years 7-9 took part in a Poetry 

Saturday Session.  

Students analysed war poetry and wrote their own in specially 

tailored sessions on the day.  

Thank you to all of the students who participated in the day, and 

we look forward to planning more events like this in the future.  

Miss Forde – KS3 Coordinator of English 

Year 7 Writer’s Visit  

In February, all students in year 7 had the opportunity to meet and work with award-winning writer, Matt 
Dickinson.  

The students worked with Matt to craft some creative writing, and some purchased his books that were 
signed on the day.  

Miss Forde – KS3 Coordinator of English 
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Recent Events 
Science Week 

In science week, 30 year 9 students interacted with scientists from across the UK in an online public 

engagement activity aimed at getting students excited about science.  “I’m a Scientist, Get me out of 

here” saw students putting scientists through their paces through online live chats in which they can 

ask the experts about anything, from climate change to coding. The aim of the activity was to get 

students excited about science. Students see that scientists are normal people, learn that science 

lessons relate to real life, and become more enthused about science. 

“I’m a Scientist” is funded principally by Wellcome, an independent global charitable foundation 

dedicated to improving health. Additional funders for I’m a Scientist March 2019 include: 

The British Psychological Society (BPS) 

Science and Technology Facilities Council (STFC) 

ScotCHEM 

Institute of Physics (IOP) 

The National Collaborative Outreach Programme (NCOP) 

Year 10 -  Essex University Trip 

On Monday 25th March and Friday 29th March Miss Frappell, Mrs Vincent and Mrs Pike took Year 9 

and 10 students to the University of Essex at Wivenhoe, Colchester.   

The event was funded by the Make Happen 

organisation to encourage young people to 

aspire to and consider entering higher education 

in the future. Students were given the 

opportunity to attend two seminars on a variety 

of subjects including Linguistics, Law, Biological 

Sciences, Primary Education and Sports and 

Exercise Science to name a few.   

We were also treated to a tour of the campus with its supermarket, clothing shop, restaurants, (we 

liked the look of the  Burrito Bus) coffee shops, bars and even a lake.  Student ambassadors from the 

university were also available to provide a first-hand insight to what it is like to be a student at 

university.  We were very lucky to have beautiful weather for the trip and we saw the campus at a 

lovely time of year - there was also much excitement as we had to dodge our way past some very 

fierce ducks! 

http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/
https://www.bps.org.uk/
https://stfc.ukri.org/
https://www.scotchem.ac.uk/
http://www.iop.org/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/promoting-equal-opportunities/national-collaborative-outreach-programme-ncop/


9  Spring Newsletter 2019 

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH    Tel: 01277 655191  www.billericayschool.com    E-mail: info@billericayschool.com  

Gaming and Coding Workshop 

On Thursday 27 March charity Bit Time came into The 
Billericay School and ran a coding workshop with Year 7 and 
8 students. 22 students were able to benefit from this unique 
workshop which gave them an insight into the world of 
coding in a creative and interactive setting. 

 
Students were able to communicate using micro bits in Morse code with hidden messages. Students 
had to decipher what their partners were saying to them.  

 
Later in the session they discussed how technology and communication has evolved since the stone 
age and recognise the importance of technology to improve communication in the future.  

 
Students then connected their micro bits to an Apple Mac Book and an edge board. Students were 
then able to code and create a motor with variables in their design.   Some used wheels whilst 
others created a board to help their motor share messages. Ideas included a 'death notification' 
which hit you each time your phone received a message, a chair which displayed human emotions 
above the chair you sat in, a car to transport messages and a box to get your attention and share 
messages. 

This longer, independent, creative task created a buzz and 
allowed students flourish in an environment outside of their 
normal lessons. Miss Frappell would like to thank Year 11 
student Tom Cole who acted as a guru throughout the session 
supporting the younger students to overcome any obstacles they 
faced.  

BIT Time will be on display at Basildon Library for a week 
beginning on 23rd April. Please visit the library website for further 
information on workshops running that week after school.  

Recent Events 

Royal Institute Science shows 

On Thursday 14th March, all year 7 and 8 students at the school watched the “Explosive Food” show 
delivered by the Royal Institute.   

In the evening 120 primary school students and their families attended the Science Community show 
at the school.  Activities included tug of war to demonstrate the strength of friction, many explosions 
and jaw dropping experiments.   

The Billericay School have been fortunate to run the Royal Institute Community Science show during 
Science week for many years.  The session is exciting fun and encourages students to view science in 
an interactive and engaging way. The evening Primary event provided an opportunity to support the 
transition of local primary aged children to Secondary education. 
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Recent Events 

World Book Day - 7 March 2019 

On Thursday 7th March we celebrated World Book day with a number of 

successful events.  

Mrs Berry again judged our book-themed cake baking competition. First prize went to Jasmine Gully in 

Year 7. Second place went to Alfie Wilson, also in Year 7. They each won a £10 Amazon voucher. 

Other activities included a school-wide treasure hunt; an extremely popular Very Very Short Story 

competition (where students had to write a story in 10 words or less); we also had a book themed quiz 

and a second-hand book sale. 

Some of the bakers where happy for slices of their cakes to be sold, and that money, along with 

money raised from the second hand book sale will go towards the school’s Readasaurus programme. 

Winners of the other competitions were as follows:  

Lunchtime Book Quiz: Treasure Ajagbe, Meia Singh, Maya Hills 
Treasure Hunt: Scarlett Grey; Keira Johnstone; Alisha Johnstone; 
Treasure Ajagbe (working as a group) 
The Very Very Short Story Competition: Ruby Waymark (who wrote the 
following story: Dog, dog bark, dog bite, dog dead.) 
 

For more details on World Book Day, please visit: https://www.worldbookday.com/ 

A Celebration of Disney - Musical Performance 

Thank you to all those who attended our Music Performance on 2 April.  

We had a wonderful turn out and students treated the audience to the wide variety of talent we 

have here at the school. 

Our Summer Expressive Art Show will take place on Friday 5th July 6:30pm - more details to 

follow. 

Miss Waxman, Music 

Comic Relief 2019 

On Friday 15 March, students came to school in non-

uniform in aid of Comic Relief.   

Students raised an amazing £1,298.44 for this 

wonderful charity.  

For more information on the work they do, please visit 

their website: 

www.comicrelief.com     

https://www.worldbookday.com/
https://www.comicrelief.com/
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These students have gone the extra mile, whether it be in 

terms of school work, supporting friends and family or 

work in the community or maybe all three! Well done to 

these three individuals: 

 
 
Jack Petchey grant money was used to fund the World War One re-enactment workshop that was 

enjoyed by a group of Year 8 students earlier this term.  A big thank you to Jessica Dillon (Jack 

Petchey winner April 2018) for giving her grant to the History department and thus facilitating this 

experience. 

January  Thomas Mitchelmore Year 12, Curie 

February Rebecca Choraitis Year 11, Keller 

March Mia Hughes  Year 10, Newton 

Achievements 

 

 

NCS Gold Award 

We are very proud to announce that this February, Mr J Stokes (NCS Co-coordinator) was invited to 
accept the prestigious NCS Gold Award for the school’s participation in the NCS programme. The 
award recognises us as Champion School for 2017/18 and follows on from our Bronze award in 
2016/17. 

Last year, The Billericay School 
saw 75 students take part in the 
programme which runs during 
the summer holidays. It is a 
great way for young people to 
learn the skills they need to 
succeed in the future, whilst 
having fun. Students who 
participated last year described 
their experience as “life 
changing” and “the best 
experience” they have had to 
date. 

Any Year 11 students who are interested in taking part this summer are encouraged to sign up 
online through the NCS website or through the NCS Contact Centre. Further details can be found on 
our website:       http://www.billericayschool.com/careers/ncs    

http://www.billericayschool.com/careers/ncs/
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Student Achievements 

Heather Blackwell of Year 9 is an active member of both the Guide and Scout movements. 

Heather has already Completed her Baden Powell award, the highest award in Girl Guides and her 
Gold Scout Award, the highest award in Scouts. She has recently moved up in both movements to 
Rangers and Explorers. Heather is also working towards completing the Rookie lifeguard medallion.   

Well done Heather! We are extremely proud of you.  

 

A huge well done to Josh Raddon, Year 7 who has continued his 
sporting achievements in Brazilian jiu-jitsu.  

 

Having become a Double Junior World Champion last year, 
followed by his Gold medal at the junior European 
Championships, he has  recently became a Double Gold Junior 
British Champion!! 

 

Fantastic results Josh—Keep it up!  

 

Occasionally an ex student from the school will contact us and ask 
to visit.  This term, Freddie Gill met with some of his old teachers 
to tell them how he was doing.   

 

Four years ago, Freddie left the school after his GCSEs and started 
an Apprenticeship with a local finance firm.  This was an incredible 
achievement as he was accepted onto the programme two years 
early!   Today he works in a financial advice firm based in Billericay 
and the City of London.  He is thrilled at the opportunities he has 
had to study and work at the same time. Most excitingly,  he was 
Highly Commended in The South Essex Business Awards 2016.   

 

Staff are always keen to meet with old students and find out how 
they are getting on.  We are always proud of their achievements 
and love to hear about their careers and exciting news.  If you are 
a former student of the school and would like to share your story, 
please email us at info@billericayschool.com - we look forward to 
hearing from you.  
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District Trampolining Competition 
  

In March , our girls 
performed  amazingly well, 
especially  as some had to 
compete against students 3 
years older than their age 
group! 
 
U13 Girls – 2nd (Ellie Blaber 
got the highest individual 
score for her age group) 
 

U15 Girls – 2nd (Jasmin Carr got the highest individual score, Anabelle Baker got the 
2nd highest score for their age group).  U19 Girls  – 2nd  

 

Well done to all the girls who competed! 
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Sporting Achievem
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ents   Sporting 
U16 Girls Essex Cup Basketball 

The girls all played really well, however, unfortunately were not able to defend the title 
they have won for the past 4 years and lost in the semi-final.  

 

Well done to all the girls that have worked hard and been committed to training and 
playing in the games, it has been a pleasure working with you over the past 5 years.  

Miss Keys. 

County Gymnastics 

In February, our  U14 and U19 girls competed 
in the County Gymnastics. The U14’s came 
11th overall and the U19 team came 4th (only 
0.3 off 3rd position) which is our highest 
result yet!  

 

Well done to all the girls who participated 
and a special congratulations to Jasmin, 
Anabelle, Olivia, Emily and Isabella on their 
excellent performance. 
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Activ8 Fencing Club 
Our fencing team have continued to produce some amazing results in their various competitions. 

In January; Lucas Godfrey fenced the Milfield LPJS U15 Epee and was placed 3rd (Bronze) and Refe Tant fenced for the 
Great Britain Team in Bratislava.  

Finally, the Eastern Region Youth Championships were held in Hatfield and those placed in the top 5 of each category 
qualified to compete in the finals of the British Youth Championships in Sheffield in May. 

U14 Girls Epee     Alex Lines  5th 
U14 Boys Epee    Lucas Godfrey  1st Gold  
     Kynan Treby   3rd Bronze  
     Oscar Saxon  5th 
     Connor Bell  16th 
U18 Mens Epee   Refe Tant  1st Gold  
U16 Mens Foil   Kyran Porter  2nd Silver  
     Jacob Lewis  11th 

An excellent result with six of our eight entries qualifying for the Finals!  

 
In February; Kyran Porter fenced in the International U17 Foil tournament in Paris.   

Kyran, Jacob and Kynan were awarded 3rd place (Bronze) in the British Schools Team Championships U16 Foil.  

In March; Lucas Godfrey (Epee 17th), Jacob Lewis (Foil 18th) and Daniel Twine (Sabre) fenced in the East of England 
Senior Championships. Daniel Twine was placed 3rd in the Sabre (Bronze) 

At the Invicta Sabre, Canterbury, Daniel Twine placed 3rd (Bronze).  Daniel has continued to develop as a referee and has 
been invited to referee at many prestigious tournaments around the UK.   

Challenge Wratislava in Wroclaw, Poland - 20th - 23rd March 2019 
 

Oscar Saxon qualified for the England U13 epee team, and Kyran Porter qualified 
for the England U15 foil team, both gaining qualification points in many 
competitions during the season from September 2018.    

Alex Lines (U13 girls epee), Lucas Godfrey and Kynan Treby (U15 boys epee) also 
competed. 

We set off from Billericay at 5.00am on Wednesday morning and travelled to 
Stansted Airport to catch the 8.30 plane to Wroclaw. On arrival we were taken by 
taxi to our hotel and had the afternoon to go sight seeing. We took an open air 
electric trolley car and were given a tour of the town. 

Then an early night. On the Thursday Alex was fencing at 11.00am. there 5 fights in her poule of which she won three. 
After this she was seeded 72nd out of an entry of 212. At this time in each competition 30% are eliminated. Alex had a 
bye into the last 128 and lost to the 57th seed. Her final placing was 86th. 

 

The next day was the turn of the U15 boys. After the poules, Lucas was 121st out of 250 
competitors and Kynan was 231st. Lucas had a bye into the last 128 and was unlucky to lose 
15-13.  Next it was Oscars turn. In the U13s he won all of this poule bouts and was seeded 
24th out of 223 competitors. He had a bye into the last 128. He won his last 128 bout 6-2, 
then his last 64 bout 12-5. He just lost his last 32 bout 11-9 to finish 23rd. A remarkable 
result. 

 
On the Saturday Kyran fenced well in the poule winning 4 out of five bouts and was seeded 
60th out of 228 competitors. He had a bye into the last 128. He won his last 128 bout 15-3 
and then lost to a very fast moving fencer. 

We are so proud of the results from our first school fencing trip. 
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Extra-Curricular School Clubs 

Please watch our website for updates on any extra-curricular clubs:  

http://www.billericayschool.com/students/school-clubs/ 

Science Club - Thursday 3-4pm in C16 

First things first – yes, it was me who killed Santa.  But the 
incident with the cyanide-laced mince pie was a total 
accident!   

In any case, our Science Club chemists had a great time 
showing off their chemistry practical skills.  They carried 
out various tests and eventually identified the culprit! 

 

We wrapped up our Zombie Apocalypse earlier this term with flashlight Morse code, neck protectors, 
and building catapults.  We then moved on to some sweet chemistry (literally) – chromatography and 
pH testing of sour skittles.  We have also enjoyed making figures out of card that can balance on a thin 
wire. 

Four lucky students (Adam Boylan, Ryan King, Adam Simmonds and Emily Thistlethwaite) joined me at 
the Salters Festival of Chemistry on 27 March at Imperial College London.  These four students were 
chosen because they have attended the most Science Club sessions since November.  They took part 
in various practical investigations and challenges, and had the chance to win fun prizes.   

For those who missed out this year, I am hoping to make this a regular event every year (with those 
who have been before unable to go again) – so keep coming to Science Club if you want a chance to 
attend!     Miss Huang 

 

Creative Writing Club - Monday 3 - 4pm in C28 

Open to Years 7, 8 and 9 - come along and meet other creative writers. Spaces 

are limited so sign up with Miss Forde to secure your place.  

 

English Club  -  Year 11  

Every Thursday, 3pm-4pm in C32 

Please sign up with Mrs Gunn.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwix1b_5uvrgAhVC1uAKHcKpDLwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abertaysa.com%2Fgroups%2Fabertay-creative-writing-society-and-book-club&psig=AOvVaw27HAyj4-Fhy_j7J_s_Z
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi4g4Kou_rgAhXVgM4BHUdXAN8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhs.popek12.org%2Fstudents%2Fstudent_clubs_and_organizations%2Fscience_club&psig=AOvVaw1UG0uOYniXSIYRvaH5-4vf
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After School Clubs 

Please watch our website for updates on any extra-curricular clubs:  

http://www.billericayschool.com/students/school-clubs/ 

French Club 

Wednesday Lunchtime from 1.20pm in D5 

Open to all years. Come along and play games or take language challenges.  

The session is also for any students who would like help with homework  or 

exam practice. 

Ballroom and Latin Dance Club 

Wednesday 3-4pm  in C4 

 

Monday and Friday Lunchtime in A06 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday Lunchtime - Year 7 and 8 in C04 

Billericay All Stars Ensemble 

 

 

 

 

All instruments welcome.  

Thursday 3-4pm in B3 

For full details of all of our PE afterschool and lunchtime clubs, please refer to 

our website. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiH2tiD5qThAhWoy4UKHXflBO8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsdw.waukesha.k12.wi.us%2FPage%2F1662&psig=AOvVaw0f9vt7tiaIDCOY-s3_Hjrm&ust=1553861147883311


17  Spring Newsletter 2019 

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH    Tel: 01277 655191  www.billericayschool.com    E-mail: info@billericayschool.com  

Exam Information - Summer 2019 

Important Dates Results Days 

7 May – 28 July  KS3 End of Year Tests 15 August Year 12/13 

13 May – 24 June         Vocational, GCSE + GCE external 
exams 

22 August Year 11 

24 June – 5 July            Year 10 PPE exams     

24 June – 3 July             Year 12 PPE exams              

26 June  Contingency day*     

(Other years will receive their results once back in school in September) 

 

*The Joint Council for Qualifications have announced a contingency date for 2019 GCSE and A Level candidates: 
A contingency date/s is a day/s specifically set aside, should sustained national or local disruption arise during 
the June 2019 examination series. If disruption happens, the GCSE and/or GCE (A Level) examinations would be 
taken either for the first time or again on that day. The contingency period for 2019 is up to and including 26 
June. Any students taking public examinations in 2019 should not plan a holiday or to be at any distance from 
school before 27th June 2019. 
 

Further information regarding examination result days will be issued shortly. 

 

The above exam dates can also be found on the school website and in the students’ “Exams Handbooks”. It is 
vital that your child has their own copy of this handbook before they take their first external exam this 
academic year as it contains important and useful exams information together with regulations, which they 
have to abide by during GCSE and GCE examinations. You can also find a copy on the “Examinations” section of 
the school website. 

 

If your child is taking GCSE exams in the summer, please would you ensure that you and your child are aware of 
the dates of each exam and when they are scheduled.  Individual examination timetables have been issued and 
a copy of this will also be sent via the MyEd app to parent/carers. If your child misses their exam, there is 
nothing we can do to re-schedule it as dates are set by the examining boards, and unless there is a good reason 
(e.g. medical) for their absence, you will be expected to pay for this exam as per the letter sent out recently by 
Mr. Mohammed regarding “Public Examination Fees”.  Students have also received important information 
regarding attendance of examinations and advice if they are late arriving to an exam; this information sheet is 
also posted on the school website. 

 

Please also ensure that your child is properly equipped for each exam, especially Maths exams when calculators 
are required and are only replaced if found to be faulty; a calculator will not be given to a student who forgets 
to bring their own (please see pages 12 and 13 of “Exams Handbook” for further information). 

 

We remind you that we do not authorise holiday absence other than in exceptional circumstances at any time 
of year. It is also vital that students in Years 9-13 are not absent during exam periods, which now stretch across 
much of the year. If you have any concerns, please contact the Exams Office in the first instance. 
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Additional Revision Sessions - Year 11 

English Literature  

16 April - 9.30-11.30 - Sign up closed on 
30th of March  

 

English Language 

31 May - 9.30-11.30  - Please sign up 
open after Easter, spaces are limited 

 

Geography 

Selected Mondays 3-4pm in A7/A9  

 

History 

Mondays 3-4pm in A15/16 

 

Maths 

Wednesday - 3-4pm (please report to the 
maths office) 

 

Science 

Mondays - 3-4pm in C11 

 

Computer Science 

Wednesdays 3-4pm in F8 

Drama 

8 April - 10am—1pm in C05 

15 April - 10am—1pm in C05 

 

Film Studies 

Wednesdays 3-4pm in C block 

 

ICT  

Selected Mondays - 3-4pm in F8/F9 

 

Chinese 

8 April - 9.30am—12.30pm in D Block 

31 May - 9.30am—12.30pm in D Block 

 

French 

17 April - 9.30am—12.30pm in D Block 

 

German 

9 April - 9.30am—12.30pm in D Block 

30 May - 9.30am—12.30pm in D Block 

 

Music 

Mondays - 3-4pm in B3 

 

Prior to the Year 11  exam period, staff will be running additional revision sessions for a number of 

subjects. 

Students who have been asked to attend any of these sessions are asked to arrive promptly and fully 

equipped for the lesson. Full details can be found at:  

http://www.billericayschool.com/assets/Uploads/Files/Exams/GCSE-Exam-Prog-2019-doc.pdf     

http://www.billericayschool.com/assets/Uploads/Files/Exams/GCSE-Exam-Prog-2019-doc.pdfhttp:/www.billericayschool.com/assets/Uploads/Files/Exams/GCSE-Exam-Prog-2019-doc.pdf
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Supporting Your Child During Exam Time (Young Minds) 

 

As we start to move towards exam season, Young Minds have launched advice for parents about 

supporting their children. 

 

Tips include:  

 Encourage your child to take revision breaks and find a balance between studying and doing things 

they find enjoyable and relaxing. 

 Make sure they are eating and drinking at regular intervals. 

 Reassure them – reinforce that you are and will be proud of them no matter what happens. 

 Remain positive and hopeful! 

 Let them know their feelings are valid and normal, but also offer support and solutions where 

possible. 

 

Anxiety is often worst at night and this means it is useful to encourage good bedtime routine. 

For more information please refer to the following link:  

 https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-exam-time/ 
  

Exam Advice - Summer 2019 

https://safeguardinginschools.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=efe032677d94ceba51dd39a7f&id=9c461c997d&e=4096ec02fb
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Competitions 

200 Word Challenge 

 

Every month we run a 200 Word Challenge and we 

have received some fantastic entries.  

Open to all years, writers are prompted with either a 

subject or picture to inspire them. Winners are 

announced in assembly and receive a prize. 

Congratulations to our recent winners: 

December - Oliver Mitchelmore Year 9 and Joe Efreme Year 8 

January - Oliver Everett Year 11 

February - Katy Garnett Year 9 

March - TBC 

Well done to all those who entered. For more information, keep an eye on the screens 

in school. 

Readasaurus - Years 7, 8 & 9 

 

Please be reminded that all Readasaurus tasks must be submitted to the RBLC by 6 May in 
order to qualify for our reward trips.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please speak to your form tutor if you have any questions.  
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Student Information 
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Social Media 

www.facebook.com/TheBillericaySchool.   

Please be reminded that The Billericay School are not affiliated with any other 

Facebook groups.   

In addition, we also have a Twitter Account: @Billericay_Sch   

Both pages are designed to provide useful information to parents and students 

which would not otherwise be uploaded to our website.  Please follow and 

share our pages.  

Further information regarding the school can be found via our website: 

 www.billericayschool.com      

MY Ed 
 

If you have not yet downloaded the app, we would urge you to do so as soon as possible as this is now 
our preferred method of communication.   

We also encourage you to check the app on a regular basis and ensure the settings on your phone 
allow notifications, so you are aware of any messages/letters that may be sent to you.   

To try and prevent emails being filtered into your junk/spam folders, please add the  email address 
@schools.ps-connect.cloud to your "Safe Senders" list. Additionally, if you log in to your email 
provider, using a desktop computer (not a tablet or smart phone) and selected any emails as “not 
junk” this should prevent the messaged being filtered incorrectly in the future.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Information 

Parent/Carer Contact Details 

Please could we remind parents/carers to ensure that all emergency contact details are kept 

updated with the school. This includes postal address, email address and home and mobile 

telephone numbers.  

The majority of our school notifications are now sent via email and some of these may be generated 

outside of a typical school/working day. Please therefore be mindful that the email address you 

provide should be accessible at all times. 

Thank you for your cooperation.  
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Phones and Smart 

Watches 

We continue to operate a no 

phone policy.  

Please be aware that this policy 

includes watches which can be 

used to access messages.   

In the event that students are found using them 

on site, all such devices will be confiscated and 

held at Student Services for collection.   We 

appreciate your support in this matter.  

Lost Property 

The main lost property point is located by Student Services in C Block.  Items lost 
during PE may also be found in the second lost property area, located at the top 
of the Sports Hall. Both of these areas are accessible throughout the school day.  

Due to limited storage, items can only be stored for one term, after which time 
they will be donated to a local charity.  

We ask you to encourage your child to search regularly for missing items.  

It would also help if all belongings could be clearly labelled with your child's 
name.  

Thank you.  

 

Cashless Catering 

Please can we remind parents that our cashless catering system has a maximum limit of £5 spend per day 

as a default.  Sometimes students try to exceed this limit at lunchtime when they have already bought 

quite a few items at morning break. We would ask, therefore, that parents discuss with their children an 

appropriate limit for the day, to suit their own circumstances and budget. We can amend the limit up or 

down on an individual basis, so please advise the school office, via email to 

finance@billericay.essex.sch.uk  if you do wish to set your own daily limit. 

Please note that there can be a 2 hour delay from the time you credit your child’s ParentPay account until 

the funds show on the Cashless Catering system.  This delay is particularly evident on Monday mornings.  

We ask that you ensure your child’s ParentPay account is credited in sufficient time to accommodate the 

delay.  Thankyou for your cooperation. 

Reminders 

Parking 

Please be considerate of others when 

parking near the school.  

Bus stops and grass verges are not to be 

used for parking. Please find a safe, suitable stopping 

place, avoiding School Road and Roman Way.  

Cars are not permitted to enter the school car park 

without prior approval, for example for students with 

medical conditions. 

Our school gates are closed to traffic between  2.55 

and 3.15pm and monitored by staff.   Thank you for 

your cooperation.  

mailto:finance@billericay.essex.sch.uk
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Tie Colours 

Year 7 Blue 

Year 8 Red 

Year 9 Gold 

Year 10  Purple 

Year 11  Green 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wear your school uniform 

with pride.  

Medication 

Please be reminded that students should NOT be carrying any medication. Only asthma pumps and 

AII (Epi) Pens are allowed to be carried by students and these should be located in the top left  inside 

blazer pocket.   

 

If your child takes daily medication, we would encourage parents to 

administer this before school hours if possible.  

As the warmer weather approaches, please could we remind students 

that any hayfever medication/anti histamines in particular should be 

left in the medical office.   Thank you.  

Reminders 

 

 

 

The Red Box Project is a community-based, not-for-profit 
initiative, which aims to support young people throughout their 
periods by providing red boxes filled with free period products 
to local schools.  We are pleased to announce that The Billericay 
School is now a part of this initiative. 

Female students are welcome to come to the medical room to 
obtain free sanitary products. 

For more information please refer to the website: 

http://redboxproject.org/about/  

http://redboxproject.org/about/
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Students, at the heart of all we do 
Registered Charity No 1022965 

 

fobs.crew@gmail.com 

For the continued benefit of all of our 
students, FOBS really does appreciate 
and need your support. Not just for 

fundraising, but to come along to the 
FOBS meetings and be part of the 

decision process.   

So why not join us at the next meeting 
on Thursday 25 April 2019 at 7.30 pm at 
The Billericay School, in the conference 

room.  

We hope to see you there! 

Did you know your normal online 
shopping can help meet targets 
through Easy Fundraising and it 
won’t cost you a penny?   

Before you finish your Christmas shopping, why not 
copy this link:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
fobsbillericay and it will take you to Easy Fundraising 
where you can easily log in before you shop online 
and help us raise funds from your arm chair.  

FOBS Corner 

FOBs supports’ our students through 

school projects, Faculty as well as Back 

Chat requests.  We are currently in 

discussions re the focus of the next school 

project but continue to respond to Faculty 

and Back Chat requests in the meantime.    

 

200 Club 

The 200 Club is a Charity Raffle providing a regular income towards fundraising targets.  The monthly 
charity draw gives you a chance to win regular £50 and £100 prizes as well as our top annual prize of 
£200, and it only costs you £1 per month.  Please contact us on fobstreasurer@gmail.com for more 
information. 

Match Funding 

Do you work for a Company that may have a Match Funding policy?  If you don’t know, FOBS can help 

you enquire with your Company.  Match Funding helps FOBS dramatically increase funds raised, for 

example, a FOBS Quiz evening raised £1000 and Match Funding added a further £1500 from 2 

Companies.  You can see why this is an important fundraising tool, so please do email us for further 

information. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobsbillericay
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobsbillericay
mailto:fobstreasurer@gmail.com
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Billericay Sports Centre 
The Governing Body of the Billericay School operates a public use community sports centre on 
the school site, offering a range of facilities for hire to clubs or individuals.  

 

As part of our extended school 
policies our aim is to benefit the 
community by encouraging and 
facilitating wider participation in 
sports and physical activity. 

 

 

Open 7 days a week, we have an 
extensive range of activities on 
offer to all age groups including; 
tennis and badminton courts, a 
fitness suite, indoor football, a 
swimming pool and not 
forgetting our amazing 3G pitch. 
Personal training is also 
available. 

  

Gym membership is £15.00 per month (18yrs and above) and £10.00 per month (16-18yrs). 

A 2 week free trial is available which includes an induction. 

 

We already have several regular club bookings including; Stratus Swimming Club, Billericay 
Striders, Billericay Badminton Club, Ladies Kick Boxing, Anderson School of Dance, HAPA, 
Babyballers and Mini Athletics to name a few. Please contact us for more information on these 
services.   

We look forward to seeing you!  
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Local Community Messages 
Thanks to Local Businesses 

Continuing with our alternative education programme,  we receive invaluable support from local 

businesses. Currently students are participating in work placements at Burstead Bears Nursery, World 

of Spice, Essex Youth Build Chelmsford, Rallysport Wickford, Billericay Clearance, Retreat Hairdressers, 

Queen’s Park Tyres, Spa Cottage and Circles Farm, Remus Horse Sanctuary, Waitrose and Creatures 

Great  and Small. . 

We would like to once again thank these providers for their support and the opportunities they are 

providing for some of our students. We believe this is a positive pathway for some of our youngsters in 

meeting their needs and have formed fantastic partnerships with these service providers and 

businesses.  

 

Billericay Pastors 

School Pastors is a joint venture between Street Pastors, Billericay 
(established over 6 years ago) and Schools Ministry Billericay (established 
over 25 years ago) under the national banner of Ascension Trust.  
 
The School Pastors are a team of fully trained volunteer Christians from the local community, who 
come into school to help, listen and care for the students and staff.  

 
The Pastors ‘walk about’ the school twice a week, at 
lunchtime and after school in a small team of 3 or 4. The 
Pastors are easily recognisable in their School Pastor uniform 
and  listen and help should students need it. Since beginning 
the programme in The Billericay School last October the 
Pastors have been encouraged by the welcome and the 
friendly atmosphere from students and staff. Staff have 
described them as a ‘supportive plus one’ to the work 
they’re already doing for the wellbeing of students. Students 
tell us they like having people to confide in at lunchtime.   

 
“Thank you to The Billericay School for your warm welcome in this new venture and may we continue 
to support you positively moving forward.” Billericay School Pastors  
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Local Community Messages 
NEW PLAYERS 

WANTED 
U12 (current Year 7)  

Intersports FC are looking for new players for next 

season (2019–20)  

Intersports FC are looking to recruit players for all 

positions in advance of moving to 11 a side next 

season (U13 / Year 8 for 2019 – 20). We currently play 

in Division 1 of the Brentwood League and train on 

Thursday evening and Saturday mornings. 

We are a fully FA Chartered Standard football club 

with FA Level 1 Licenced football and goalkeeper 

coaches. A friendly club looking to encourage 

individual and team development. 

Contact Tom Casey on 07905 335773  

Train to Teach 

Are you interested in making a difference? 

Why not train to be a primary or secondary teacher with 
Billericay Educational Consortium? 

We offer a bespoke programme to meet your individual needs 
leading to QTS and a PGCE with 60 Master credits. 

Please refer to our website www.billericayscitt.com for more details. 

http://www.billericayscitt.com
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Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable break.  

 

We look forward to welcoming students back on  

Tuesday 23 April - Week A 

 

From all the staff at The Billericay School 

Term Dates 2019 

Easter Holidays:  

Monday, 8 April 2019 to Monday, 22 April 2019 

Bank Holiday: Monday, 6 May 2019 

Half Term Holiday:  

Monday 27 May 2019 to Friday 31 May 2019 

Last day of Summer Term: Friday, 19 July 2019. Students depart at 12.15 


