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Dear Parents, Carers and Students,
This half term, we are fast approaching the anniversary of the first UK national lockdown due
to COVID-19.
Traditions have historically offered comfort in times of uncertainty and one tradition that I am
sure we will all remember in years to come is the doorstep clap. Neighbours have regularly
stood outside their homes and applauded the work of our wonderful NHS, the contributions of
our fantastic Keyworkers and most recently in memory of the great Captain Sir Tom Moore.
But, there is another community who I believe firmly deserve our applause. Our children.
Gavin Williamson has regularly attended briefings, detailing the cancellation of exams or
debating school closures and much has been said recently about the new variant and how
younger carriers could spread it more easily. They have even been referred to in some articles
as COVID’s “lost generation”. But rarely are they commended.
As parents and carers, it has always been our responsibility to provide answers to our
children’s questions as best we can but suddenly, we did not have the answers. We, as adults,
were equally as uncertain of what the future held and were therefore unable to provide our
children with clarity. Media coverage has been largely centred around loss of life and worrying
statistics. Adults have been overheard talking not only about the virus but perhaps too about
financial concerns. All of which must have been scary for our young ones.
Being inside has become the new norm, with the vast majority having conformed with
restrictions, most children have not seen their friends for many weeks at a time over the past
year. Sports clubs have been closed, football seasons postponed and gradings and
competitions cancelled. For years, parents and carers have largely discouraged too much
screen time and suddenly we are encouraging it. Not just for remote learning but also as often
the only means for children to communicate with their friends.
Education too has been a challenge. Many have had to contend with the news of cancelled
exams and still face uncertainty surrounding the grading process. [Please be assured that we
will continue to communicate any updates in this regard as soon as possible.] And, whilst I am
immensely proud of the way my staff have risen to the challenge and provided an incredible
service of remote learning, I am all too aware that it is no substitute for actually being in a
classroom and receiving face-to-face tuition, surrounded by one’s peers.
(continued)
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Sadly, all these challenges have inevitably had an effect on mental health issues, with cases in
children having reportedly risen by up to 50% compared to three years ago. A recent study
also revealed that 31% of children in the UK are currently suffering with anxiety. Charities such
as Young Minds (https://youngminds.org.uk/) are already beginning to address the effects of
the pandemic with campaigns like “Beyond Tomorrow” and I sincerely hope that the
government will continue to recognise the ongoing mental health crisis and that support
continues to grow in this area.
We are fortunate at The Billericay School to have a fantastic pastoral team who are on hand to
offer support and advice to our students when needed. During this lockdown alone, we have
made hundreds of calls home every week and will continue to do so. I would encourage you to
continue to ask your child to complete the weekly tutor check-in so that we can support any
issues and I would also remind you to contact us should you, as parent/carer, have any
concerns you wish to discuss.
And yet, despite all of the above, I continue to be in awe of our wonderful students. They have
adapted, followed rules and accepted the enormous changes imposed upon their every day
lives. Reading this newsletter and indeed every issue since March 2020, we are continually
reminded of their resilience.
Students have produced some outstanding school work and we have issued countless reward
points for exceptional engagement. The children who have continued to come into school
have also behaved extremely well and worked hard throughout. On top of schoolwork, we
have also been impressed by the many extra-curricular efforts, whether that be through their
artwork, baking masterpieces worthy of the Paul Hollywood handshake, learning new skills,
creating hand-made masks for keyworkers or even developing a community initiative to get
people exercising during lockdown!

In my opinion, this generation have not only coped, they have excelled and I am immensely
proud of them. For that reason, I applaud our students!
I would like to wish you all a relaxing week off and I look forward to welcoming students back
on site as soon as it is safe to do so.

Ahson Mohammed
Headteacher
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Student Achievements
Year 9 Food Enrichment
This term, Miss Cordell set her class the challenge of designing menus for the opening of a new
restaurant.
We received some fantastic work and in particular, Harry J in Year 9 created some incredible visuals
using Adobe Spark - we are sure you will agree, the options truly are mouth watering!
Well done Harry.

As part of her Textiles project,
Elisabeth G, Year 9, has sent us a
picture of her wonderful crocheted
plant pot holder.
Well done Elisabeth.

Miss Byles recently set her Year 8 class a Tangram task.
The challenge was to rearrange a square to make
different shapes, for example; a parallelogram, right
angled triangles and further squares.
Piper W and Chloe R worked together virtually to produce
and decorate some wonderful examples. Very well done
girls.
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Billericay Art Gallery
Amelia, Year 9

Ella, Year 8
Jessica L, Year 7

Thomas N, Year 10

Isabel, Year 13
Daisy, Year 8
Kitty, Year 7

Sophie, Year 10

Jack, Year 12

Jasmine, Year 7
Josie, Year 13

George, Year 7
Lois, Year 10
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Student Achievements
Some of our Year 8 French students were tasked with creating some authentic French cuisine. Below
are just some of the wonderful dishes our students created.
(below left) Lucas’ chocolate mousse (below middle) Isabelle’s Potato au gratin and (below right)
Lewin’s Nutella croissants.

(left) River’s crepes,

(middle) Amber’s French
fries and (right) Charlie’s
crepes.

We hope that everything
tasted as good as it looked!

Scholars Programme University Experience for year 9
From October 2020 to January 2021, ten of our Year 9 students have been working on a project with a
PHD tutor from Essex University as part of The Scholars Programme, funded by Make Happen.
Students participated in a project entitled ‘Think Like a Poet’. They have written a piece of creative
writing, studied the form and origins of the sonnet then turned their own ideas into a sonnet. The
project culminated in writing a 2000 word evaluative essay. Students worked with their tutor over
several weeks via the medium of Zoom as well as studying extra work at home. We have been very
impressed with how they have adapted to the situation and are proud to say that every student
involved successfully submitted their assignments and received a university grade for their work.
The project is aimed at engaging students in a university style experience and has included a session
on what to expect from study as an undergraduate. These students have shown commitment,
resilience and have risen to the challenge of university style learning and the tutor has been very
pleased with their efforts. All involved will be invited to a celebration event at a university later in
the year.
Very well done to: Eleanor F, Elias P, Emily R, Harry B, Jessie O, Liv R, Nancy P, Shannon P, Rayhan U
and Tommy G.
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Billericay Bake Off
Billericay Bake Off continues with some more wonderful creations:
Below: (left) Ella B made a delicious pizza. (middle) Libby W impressed with these wonderful Anzac
biscuits and (right) Jessica W shared a picture of her lemon drizzle cake.

(left) delicious bakes from Emine in Year 7.
(right) Lucy M shows us her incredible pie.
(below) Rhianna C’s, Year 9, homemade fudge.

(above left) Fruit cake by Katie M, Year 7 and mouth watering chocolate cakes by Gracie, Year 8 (above
middle) and Rosetta, Year 11 (right)

Christmas Bake Off
Congratulations to Emily T in year 9 for her
impressive bûche de Noël which won the
Christmas Bake Off.
Emily received reward points as well as a voucher
to spend! Well done.
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Student Achievements
200 Word Challenge
Congratulations to Frankie H, Year 9 who was the winner of the
January 200 word challenge.

Frankie’s entry was in answer to: “What positives have you discovered from the last 10 months?
What have you learnt? How have you grown, developed or changed? What lessons can we take
forward so that we be optimistic about the future?”. Frankie will receive a £10 voucher - Well done.
Special mention to our runners up too, who were: Abdul A and Craig H, both Year 8.
February’s 200 Word Challenge is:

In 200 words, write the opening page to a novel entitled ‘The Return’
It can be any genre and must include at least 2 of the following:




A metaphor
An Alliteration
The word ‘evocative’

You will earn Reward points for your entry and there’s a £10 voucher for the winner. Please email
entries to Mrs Berry: info@billericayschool.com by 1 March.
Good luck!

A huge well done to Ben R in Year 10 who created “The Big Fat Billericay Quest”.
Ben’s idea was to get the people of Billericay exercising during lockdown. By solving clues which were
uploaded to the website, participants would then enter the answers in sequence into the
“What3words” app, revealing various locations in Billericay. As players arrived at the given destination,
they would find a QR code to scan and upload to the site.
The challenge, which began in January, comprised of a leaderboard where participants gained points
for completing each task and extra points for being first!
The idea proved very popular with residents of the town and Ben was even asked to interview for a
local radio station!
We are sure you will agree - this is a fantastic
community project.
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Student Achievements
Duke of Edinburgh
Despite the current restrictions, our Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh participants
have continued to work hard for their Bronze award and uploaded evidence of
their volunteering.
(top right) Ben R and his family collected donations for Changing Pathways, a
charity who support victims of domestic abuse. The Christmas presents were
all donated to children who have been affected.
(left) Ashleigh has been busy litter
picking in her local community and
(bottom right) Thomas helped create
food parcels with the Salvation Army.
Well done to all of the students
involved.

Apprenticeship Week –
The Billericay School 6th Form Apprenticeship Evening
On Tuesday 8 February, the 6th Form team hosted an online webinar for students and
parents. The session was organised to highlight apprenticeship week and offered
students and their parents an opportunity to find out more about apprenticeships.
Ms Barnes, Head of Year 12 and EPQ, spoke about the range of support the school offers. This
support includes one-to-one sessions, targeted information and opportunities to attend workshops
live and virtually. This week for example, students took part in a virtual NHS careers session with
Addenbrookes Hospital. Next term, we will have a guest speaker from Investment 20/20.
The session included a presentation from guest speaker Abigail Odell from The Aim Group, who
shared key information needed to fully understand apprenticeship routes of study. The evening was
a great success, with over 70 families attending. The school hopes to be offering similar opportunities
in future.

A Coronavirus Awareness Song
We would like to share this wonderful video, made by one
of our Year 8 students about life in lockdown:
https://vimeo.com/508833017
Well done Sophie.
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School Improvements
Jack Petchey Funds
We are pleased to show off our new skeleton and DNA model.
PY and Amber, both Year 11, were winners of the Jack Petchey
award in the last academic year and were invited to nominate a
department within the school where their grant could be spent.
Both chose science and in addition,
we also managed to purchase a
camera for microscopy.
Thank
you
nominations.

both

for

your

We are pleased to announce, that thanks to a very
generous donation from one of our parents,
coupled with a community grant from Basildon
Council, we have now successfully installed a new
sheltered outdoor area.
Providing a dry space for our Year 9 Students
during break and lunchtimes whilst we are
implementing Year group bubbles, the area will
eventually benefit all students.

The Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower have recently made a substantial donation to The Billericay
School, which is to be spent on the following programmes:
 Aspire Programme – for those with low esteem and therefore struggle to interact with their peers
 Risk Avert – a programme of strategies to support those that have started to portray or have got

themselves involved in risky behaviours
 On-line counselling/family support - for families who have been identified as struggling with

aspects of ‘parenting’. Advice will be given via an external service.
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to The Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower for their kind
generosity.
For more information on the work of The Rotary Club, please see our community notices (page 11).
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Notices
The Song Academy Young Songwriter
2021 Competition
If you are aged between 8 and 18 and have written your own
original songs then why not enter?
With great prizes, including a recording studio session and Yamaha equipment worth £1,000, this is a
great opportunity to be heard and connect with fellow songwriters. Judges include; Fraser T Smith, Tom
Odell, Miranda Cooper, Calum Scott and Tom Grennan.
Find out more here: https://www.songacademy.co.uk/SAYS21 and https://youtu.be/BRqrf1u2Q1o

Stay Connected
Our main method of communication with
parents/carers is via email. Unfortunately, we
have recently highlighted a large number of
outdated contact details. It is crucial that you keep
the school informed of any updates to your details
including; postal address, email address and
telephone numbers. New details can be sent to
info@billericayschool.com.
If you are not currently receiving emails from the
school, please access your account on a PC/Mac
and check your junk and spam folders for any
emails which may have been incorrectly filtered.
You can then mark emails from the school as safe
by selecting “not junk/spam”. Please be aware
that this process will not be saved if undertaken
on a smart device, such as a phone - the process
MUST be completed on a desktop computer.
Thank you for your co-operation.
Tell us what you’ve been up to!
We have loved hearing about all of your lockdown
stories and projects. If you have a story you would like
to share, please email us at:

Year 7 Parents’ Evening
Our Year 7 Parents’ Evening will take place
remotely on Thursday 25 February 2021.
Details of how to book your appointment
were sent home on 9 February 2021.
Year 10 Parents’ Evening
is scheduled for 11
March
and
further
details will follow when
we return.

Follow Us
As well as our website, we regularly post
updates and notices on our social media
pages;
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Please like and follow our pages, details of
which can be found on the home screen of
your MyEd app.

info@billericayschool.com
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Community Messages
Some of you may already be aware of the fantastic
work of The Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower, a
charity who regularly serve the community by
way of volunteering and fundraising events such
as the Soap Box Derby, the annual Lake Meadows
Fireworks Display and the Billericay Christmas
Market.
You can find more about what the Rotary Club by visiting their website: https://mayflowerrotary.org/

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the Revival
Church Billericay, who recently contacted the school to
commend the work of The Billericay School staff during recent
times.
In recognition of this, the church very kindly made a donation,
to be spent within the school.
We are extremely grateful and are currently
exploring how best to utilise these funds.

https://
revivalchurchbillericay.com/

Billericay Food Bank are in urgent need of the
items shown (right).
Collection points can be found at Waitrose &
Partners, Coop QP, Sainsbury local, Iceland & One
Stop (Billericay).
Details of the app can also be found below:
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/billericay-foodbank-app/id1519673886
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.ChrisLang.billericay_food_bank_app&hl=
en_GB
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