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Dear Parents/Carers
As we approach the end of another academic year that has seen unprecedented challenges, disruption and new ways of
working both in school and at home, I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to our wonderful community of
students, who have suffered a year like no other but who have shown great resilience, adaptability and determination to
meet the challenges that the on-going pandemic has presented and who have taken the myriad of new challenges with
strong character and a desire to do well. I congratulate them all for their efforts this year. Google classroom, Google Meet,
face masks, sanitising, home zones and staggered breaks and lunches have all been taken in the collective stride of the
student body and I would like to congratulate them all.

Equally, I would like to acknowledge and pay tribute to the efforts of our staff body. The tremendous efforts by all staff in
effectively ‘pivoting’ their provision from on-site to remote provision and back again has been deservedly recognised and
appreciated by so many parents and students and the efforts of our staff in managing the Covid mitigations we have put in
place has consistently, I am certain, contributed to the school’s ability to remain open to as many students as possible for as
long as possible across the course of the year.
Finally, I would like to pay tribute to our parental community. I have seen the challenges and stress that this year has
caused you and I am grateful to our parents for supporting their children through home learning, adapting to the new ways
of communication with the school such as remote Parents’ Evenings and for supporting the school as students returned to
onsite education, with the need for routine clearly understood and applied and our expectations of safe conduct and
behaviour being supported in order to return to a calm and orderly learning environment.
Last Thursday, we were able to witness the collective joy of a school sports day. The simple pleasure of being able to come
together as a whole school community, to participate, spectate and celebrate an event that we for so long took for granted
as a certainty, now felt like a rare treat and was clearly an experience which we have missed so much in our lives these last
15 months. I feel very optimistic that next year will see many more such extra-curricular events being able to once again
enrich the experience of our students in a way that has been so lacking over this last year.
I am incredibly proud of the successes of all of our students. As you can see from this newsletter, our students and staff
have been active in a huge and diverse range of activities and I congratulate them on their achievements.
We have said farewells to our Year 13 students who have completed their studies at The Billericay School and wish them
the very best as we await some exceptional results in August.
Our Year 11 students have already started their summer break and many of them will be returning to our 6 th form to
continue their studies. Others will be starting courses or employment elsewhere. Again, we would like to take this
opportunity to wish them well for their results in August.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank FOBS [Friends of the Billericay School] for their concerted efforts and
assistance given to the school.

Once again, thank you all for your continued support and I wish you all a restful summer break.

Mr P Berry
Acting Headteacher
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Local Governing Body
In Memory of Peter Owen
It is with great sadness that we inform you that Peter Owen, one of our
esteemed and long serving governors, has passed away.

Peter initially joined the school as a LEA representative and then went on to
become a Governor in 1975. Peter was appointed under the headship of
Arthur Lingard. During his time in the Governing Body, Peter saw the
leadership pass on to Robert Goodier in 1991, followed by Sue Hammond in
1997 and finally the appointment of Ahson Mohammed as Headteacher in
2015.

Peter held a number of titles during his time with the school including Chair of
the Governing Body from 1993 to 1998 and Vice Chair for a further nine years.

Peter was a retired newspaper journalist and became Deputy Editor at The
Echo in 1980. His love of media continued through his sponsorship of the
‘Peter Owen Award for Media Studies’.

Peter was a regular guest at school events, including his reliable attendance at Rewards Evenings. For many years, Peter
sponsored an award titled ‘Determination & Perseverance’. This award has been presented to countless students who
have encountered challenges in their lives and worked to overcome or manage them.

Peter attended countless Backchat meetings with students and always had a patient and understanding reaction to their
requests and concerns. He was also appointed as Chair of the Student Related Committee in 2004, when he regularly
met with individual students.

Within the Billericay community, Peter was heavily
involved in the Billericay Mayflower Rotary Club for 31
years and was Chairman of the Parents Guild from 19761980.
Peter was hugely committed to serving both The Billericay
School and his wider community and will be sadly missed
by all that knew him.

His funeral is scheduled to take place during the summer
break.

Our sincerest condolences go out to his wife and family.
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Staff Announcements
We are sad to announce that the following members of staff will be leaving us this term, many of whom have been with us
for a significant length of time.
We wish them all the very best in their future endeavours and thank them for all their hard work and commitment during
their time at the school. We know they will be missed.

Mrs Vincent, English

Mr Benson, Music

Miss Mortimer, Maths

Mrs Jones, Catering

Mrs Jarrold, Associate Assistant Headteacher

Mrs Morris, LSA

Mrs Kinder, English

Mrs O’Rourke, LSA

Miss Stephens, Maths

Mrs McCarthy, School Counsellor

Miss Jordan, Maths

Mrs Crockford, School Counsellor

Mrs Smith, Assistant Headteacher and Head of Sixth Form

Miss Hughes, LSA

Mrs Barnes, DT and Head of Year 12

Mr Linahan, 3G Pitch Supervisor

Mrs Valasky, English

Mrs Holland, Data Provision

Mrs Rana, Science

Mrs Prince, RBLC

Mr Pettit, IT Manager

We would like to introduce the newest members of our team below.
We are excited to have them all with us and know the students will make them feel very welcome.
Mrs Ingate, Deputy Headteacher

Mr Pead, Assistant Headteacher

Mrs White, LSA

Ms Walton, English

Mr Baker, Progress Mentor

Ms Franklin, English

Miss Rey, Progress Mentor

Ms Pugh, Science

Mrs Walker, Cleaning Assistant

Mrs Tootill, School Counsellor

Miss McGroder, Humanities

Mrs Guy, Data Provision

Mrs Bhatia, Maths

Miss James, MFL

Mrs Dee, Maths

Mr Chambers, Expressive Arts Technician
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News and Achievements
Scholars Programme University Celebration Event for Year 9
We previously reported how from October to January, ten Year 9
students - Eleanor, Elias, Emily, Harry, Jessie, Liv, Nancy and
Shannon, worked on a project with a PHD tutor from Essex
University as part of The Scholars Programme funded by Make
Happen.
Students participated in a project entitled ‘Think Like a Poet’. The
project was aimed at engaging students in a university style
experience and included a session on what to expect from study as
an undergraduate. These students showed commitment, resilience
and rose to the challenge of university style learning; the tutor was
very pleased with their efforts.
All involved were invited to a virtual celebration event with Clare College, Cambridge University on 28 April where
they were treated to inspirational talks and offered insight into the university experience from a current student.
Parents were also invited to the celebration and an information session on university.
We were particularly impressed with Nancy, who acted as The Billericay School Spokes-scholar and presented a
speech on her project and her achievements. She spoke confidently and informatively live on the internet link to
several other schools, students and staff at the university.
Well done to Nancy and all of these students who have persevered in adversity and been so successful.

Year 8 Virtual German Exchange
A number of year 8 German students are involved in a “virtual” German exchange with a secondary school in Germany,
the Celtis-Gymnasium Schweinfurt. Having chosen their virtual exchange partner, our students prepared lovely
introductory PowerPoints about themselves in German and English. These were received with great excitement in
Germany, and the German students sent over some impressive short films about their school and town in
response. Our students are looking forward to corresponding with their exchange partners over the summer.
Well done to the year 8s who are taking part!

Anthea Bell Prize for Young Translators
Year 8 student Kian’s translation of the German poem “Ich heiß Frank” has been selected as the regional winner of the
Anthea Bell Prize for Young Translators, German level 1.
Run by the Queen’s College, Oxford University, and in its first year, the competition, which covers four languages,
received over 1,000 entries from schools across the country. Kian’s winning translation will now be put forward to the
national competition, and we have our fingers crossed for more success.
Well done to Kian and the other year 8 students who took part!

Are you interested in a career in Teaching?
Mrs Jarrold, Associate Assistant Headteacher and Head of MFL, continues to write for BEC
Teacher Training, as part of her online blog. Her latest article can be found via the following
link: https://www.billericayscitt.com/2021/06/train-to-teach-english-and-open-up-a-newworld-to-students/ and explores the opportunities available to train to teach.
If you are considering a career in teaching, or would like more information, please visit
BEC’s website at:
https://www.billericayscitt.com/routes-into-teaching/
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News and Achievements
International Outreach: Books For Bulawayo, Zimbabwe
Despite a difficult year in which the national news and local school life
has been dominated by the challenges posed by Covid, the Billericay
School community has reached out to a secondary school in Bulawayo,
Zimbabwe.
Lockdown presented staff with some space to sort out textbooks across
many departments that were surplus to need. Nonetheless, the books
were entirely serviceable and waiting for a new home. This opportunity
was then presented by Ms Mutsure, who told us St Bernard’s School in
her home town would very much appreciate the books to further the
education of their students. With less internet facilities and many
students eager to benefit from additional educational materials, our
books would be much appreciated. After fundraising by our 6th form
students, over £700 (£705) was raised in contributions towards the
transportation of the books.
The project has linked the education of
our students in Billericay with those in
Bulawayo, and the project has raised
student awareness of the importance of
charitable fundraising.
It has been a whole school effort, with
6th form students crating the books and
the Headteacher, Mr Mohammed,
driving the school minibus at half term
to Stoke on Trent in readiness for
shipping.

Year 12 Beside The Seaside - Southend

After a period of well over a year in which many students have had their lives disrupted in so many ways, it was a wonderful
opportunity to be able to offer Year 12 students a day out by the sea in Southend at the very end of term.
Earlier in the term, Mrs Smith, Head of 6th Form, had received a Jack Petchey Leader Award, and she nominated the funds
received to be put towards a wellbeing trip for the 6th form. A great day out was had by all, with a walk and ride on the pier,
the Summer 2021 Hare Trail and of course Adventure Island amongst the activities students could enjoy. At last the sun
shone and students could experience the fun, friendship and happy memories that a group day out provides.
The day was also an opportunity for Mrs Smith to say farewell to students as she
leaves the Billericay School as Assistant Headteacher/Head of 6 th Form.
“I have been privileged to work with so many inspirational 6th form students
with great futures ahead of them, and I thank all the staff and parents who have
supported our 6th form aspirations. Finally, I wish all our students the very best
in their futures.” Mrs Smith
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News and Achievements
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expeditions
Years 10 and 11
On a sunny weekend in June, Year 10 students took part in their
practice expedition and Year 11 students completed their Bronze
Duke of Edinburgh Award qualifying expedition which was delayed
due to Covid. Both expeditions were from Margaretting to Skreens
Park.

Despite the Sunday being the hottest day of the year so far, they all
did a fantastic job of navigating, working as a team and occasionally
getting lost!

In July, this time with rain to contend with, Year 10 then went on to
complete their qualifying expedition, this time to Thriftwood in
Brentwood.

Once again, all of the students showed maturity and determination.
Staff even managed to facilitate viewing of the England vs Ukraine
match via a projector which was very well received by the students!

From April 2020 to March 2021, our students amassed an
incredible 91 hours of volunteering participation as part of
the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme. This equates to a
social value of £414.05.

2021 would have marked The Duke of Edinburgh’s 100th
birthday and so it seems even more fitting that both years
did so well and all passed their expeditions.

Well done to everybody who took part.
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PE
PE Clubs
The PE Department would like to commend all of the Year 7 and Year 8
students who have shown commitment to the school clubs, despite the lack
of fixtures due to Covid. Over 50 Year 7 students, consistently attended
Netball club which is fantastic.
Well done to you all and, hopefully, fixtures will return next year!

2021 Sports Day
On Thursday 8 July, we were delighted to be back
on the field, with students taking part in our
annual Sports Day.

Students participated in tug-of-war, football,
bench ball, Danish long ball and athletics, amongst
other activities and thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity to be back amongst their peers and
representing their respective houses.

The winning house on the day was Keller!
Well done to everyone who took part.
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News and Achievements
Year 10 Billericay Young Chef of the Year Competition
The task was to showcase two dishes; plan, make and serve in two
hours.
Students had 3 weeks to plan and make the dishes. Congratulations to
our winner, Frida, who came first with her succulent pancetta
carbonara and chocolate brownies, served with whipped cream and
fresh raspberries.
Our runner up was Cherise, who made Nando’s inspired chicken wings, served with homemade chips and a desert of
chocolate brownies. Both students were awarded trophies.
Well done to all the students who took part.

Reward Assemblies
Even with the prevailing Covid restrictions, we have still managed to celebrate the success for our most able and
committed students.
In the final week of term, students from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 have been recognised for their effort and high levels of
attainment achieved over the course of this very unusual academic year.
Those students who won awards from a potential 285 students were given a special awards assembly and a well-deserved
slice of celebratory cake or a biscuit.
Well done to all the award winners for their excellent progress and we look forward to seeing them continue to
academically excel in coming terms.

Year 10 - Flour Babies
Our Year 10 Child Development group have worked brilliantly over the past two
years.
To finish up the course, they each made a flour baby, which they were tasked
with looking after for 4 days. Students were required to demonstrate excellent
parenting techniques, whilst considering everything they have learnt over the
course.
We were very impressed with the way the whole group took on the challenge
and we are confident that our future generations will be in safe hands!
Well done to all those who took part.
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External Achievements
Congratulations to Freddy P
and Charlie H, both in Year 10
who have successfully
completed their FA courses and
are now qualified referees.
Well done boys!

We were very proud recently to see former student
Emily featured in The Mirror as part of an article about
the Jo Cox Foundation. The foundation was set up in
honour of murdered labour MP, Jo Cox. Since it was
created, the foundation has helped over 35,000
women.
Emily secured a month’s work experience with the
foundation, helping with event planning in 2019
through an outreach programme. Now 20, Emily, said:
“I was really into politics and I’d always admired Jo.” I
went there and my confidence blew up.”
The placement inspired Emily to return to her A-levels,
and she is now studying English and History at
Birmingham University.
Well done Emily! (source: Amy Sharpe, The Sunday
Mirror)
Congratulations to Sam, Year 12, who is now a member
of the England Junior Karate Squad (Under 18s).

Congratulations to Charlie
R, Year 9 who has recently
competed in the Indoor
British
Karting
Championships.
Charlie
won his category, juniors,
and is now the indoor
British
Junior
Carting
Champion!
Charlie
featured in the Echo and
also had an interview with
BBC radio.
Well done Charlie - we are very proud of you!
Congratulations to Jack,
Year 7, who recently wrote
for Southend United.

Sam has practiced karate since the age of 4 and trains at
Billericay Yushikai Academy. Sam has competed in
several national competitions, winning several medals
along the way. Sam is also involved in the training of
younger members!

Jack is an avid football
supporter and also has a
love
of
creative
writing. Having written a
number of in-depth match
reports, amongst other
articles,
Jack contacted
Southend United.

This is a fantastic achievement and we look forward to
following his progress.

The club were so impressed that they are currently
considering printing one of those articles in a match
programme.

Well done Sam.

We look forward to following Jack’s writing career and hope
that his relationship with the club continues.

Tell us what you’ve been up to!
We love hearing about all of your achievements outside of school.
If you have a story you would like to share, please email us at: info@billericayschool.com
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Exam Results
GOOD LUCK!!
We would like to wish you all our students collecting their results this August, the very best of luck .
You have all overcome the added challenge of completing your education in the midst of a global pandemic and should
be immensely proud of everything you have achieved - we are certainly very proud of you all!
This year, students are asked to collect their results during their allocated time slots which are detailed below:

Tuesday 10 August 2020
Year 13
Surnames
A-K
L-Z

Arrival on site
Not before 8.50am
Not before 9.45am

Collection of results
9.00 am - 9.30 am
09.50 am - 10.20 am

Departure from site
Before 9.40am
Before 10.30am

Thursday 12 August 2020
Year 11
Surnames
A-D
E-J
K-O
P-Z

Arrival on site
Not before 8.55am
Not before 9.30am
Not before 10.05am
Not before 10.40am

Collection of results
9.00 – 9.20am
9.35 – 09.55am
10.10 – 10.30am
10.45 – 11.05am

Departure from site
Before 9.25am
Before 10.00am
Before 10.35am
Before 11.10am

Year 10
Surnames
A-E

Arrival on site
Not before 11.25 pm

Collection of results
11.30 am - 11.45 am

Departure from site
Before 11.50 am

F-M
N-Z

Not before 11.45 am
Not before 12.00pm

11.45 am - 12.00 pm
12.00 pm - 12.15 pm

Before 12.05 pm
Before 12.20 pm

Full details can be found on our website:
https://www.billericayschool.com/examinations/2021-assessments/
Or you can email us on: Gradingenquiries2021@billericayschool.com
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Notices
Single Use Plastic Bottles

New Style Skirt form September 2021
To clarify; the new style skirt,
which is pictured below will be
the only skirt permitted from
September 2021.

Following concerns raised by students via Backchat
meetings, the school will no longer be offering single
use plastic water bottles from September 2021.
Instead, we will be offering a small number of
‘tetrapak’ water containers to be sold but expect
students to bring in refillable water bottles to support
the school with this initiative.

Our current Year 10 students
(Year 11 in September 2021) will
be the only and final year who
are permitted to wear the old
style skirt, provided that they
still fit – any new purchases
must be in the new style. The
only alternative is tailored black
trousers.

Several additional water fountains have been installed
around the school, funded by FOBS are designed for
the easy filling of bottles.

School Uniform Shop
During the summer holidays, our on-site uniform shop will be open as follows:

Monday 23rd August to Friday 27th August from 9.00 am to 1.00pm
When the school reopens in September, we will revert to our normal opening hours,
which are: 8.00am to 9.15 am.
Current restrictions have meant that only students may make purchases during school
hours as we are not allowing visitors on site. It is not yet known if this arrangement will
still be in place in September but we will update you as soon as possible.
If you have any questions, please contact Ms Bird on: 01277 654417 during the opening
hours detailed above.
Alternatively, you can purchased items online via Simonds at: www.simmonds-ltd.com

Important Dates

Follow Us

31 August 2021 - Year 7 (2021 Intake) Lateral Flow Testing Day

As well as our website, we regularly post
updates and notices on our social media
pages; Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Please like and follow our pages.

1 September 2021 - Staff Training Day - School closed to students
2 September 2021 - Year 7 and Year 12 Enrolment Day
3 September 2021 - Year 13 Enrolment Day
6 September 2021—All Years to return Full Time

Lateral Flow Testing
It continues to remain so very important that students and staff continue to test at home. From September, we will
continue to provide test kits, but if you find you do not have sufficient supply to cover the summer holiday period, test
kits can be ordered online or collected locally. More information is available here: https://www.essex.gov.uk/gettingtested-for-covid-19/if-you-dont-have-symptoms.
Further information can be found in the letter sent home on 13 July 2021, a copy of which is available on our website:
https://www.billericayschool.com/assets/Uploads/Files/Letters-Home/210713-September-2021.pdf
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Why not join FOBS?
FOBS meet up only 5 times a year, for an hour and a half each meeting. At the meetings we, as parents of students at the
school, benefit from first-hand briefings and updates from the senior management team regarding developments, issues
and next steps. As well as being interesting to hear, we also discuss them directly, ensuring our feedback goes back to the
right channels within the school.
We also discuss and decide how FOBS can help the school, including which large school project we feel appropriate to
support, which faculty requests we can grant and which student requests, received via Back Chat (the student council), we
can help with.
Meetings are currently taking place remotely but new members are always welcome. If you are interested in becoming
part of our team, please email us at fobs.crew@gmail.com for more information or visit our webpage at: https://
www.billericayschool.com/parents/friends-of-billericay-school/

5km Fun Walk Fundraiser
During September 2021, you and your family
are invited to take part in a sponsored walk
to raise funds for FOBS. Full details of how to
take part, including the sponsorship form,
can be found on our webpage: https://
www.billericayschool.com/parents/friends-of
-billericay-school/fobs-events/
Students will also be able to take part during
timetabled PE classes in school and
contributions can be made via ParentPay
during September.

With the summer holidays
ahead, don’t forget that FOBS
are selling discounted tickets
for
Adventure
Island,
Southend. Tickets are priced
at £15 each and collection is
from Billericay. Please text
07811 252232 if you would like
to arrange payment and
collection.
Remember that you can raise
money for FOBS when you shop at:
easyfundraising.org.uk
Just search for Friends of the
Billericay School - it won't cost you a
thing!

200 Club
For only £1 per month* as part of the 200 Club, you could be in with a chance to win
£50 per month, £100 five times a year and even £200 once a year for the ultimate
prize. That’s better odds than the lottery!
The 200 Club makes a massive contribution to the fundraising targets and is vital for
FOBS to support our students. Simply fill in a form and set up a standing order; it’s
that simple so please email us for more information.
*one annual payment of £12 via standing order
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Community Messages
We would like to say a big thank you to SELCO Builders Warehouse, who
recently donated a selection of construction materials to the school, for use
by our students currently studying BTECH and City & Guilds construction.
This kind gesture was greatly appreciated by the school and it is wonderful to build
relationships with local businesses.
For more information on Selco, please visit their website:
https://www.selcobw.com/branches/branch/view/county/essex/name/basildon

We would like to say ‘Thank you’ to Essex Child and Family Wellbeing Service for their recent donation to the school.

Pre-made gift packs were donated and subsequently
offered to selected students to present as Fathers
Day gifts.

The donations were very gratefully received.

We would like to wish you all a
wonderful summer and a much
needed rest!
We look forward to welcoming
students back in September 21.
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