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Welcome to the new academic year - 2019/20.
We have welcomed our 285 new Year 7s, who look very smart indeed! They have settled in well
and are now familiar with their surroundings and become valuable members of The Billericay
School Family. Teachers have also commented on their exemplary behaviour and attitude.
I sincerely appreciate the support I receive from parents/carers, as demonstrated in the first week
back to school, when we were forced to close due to the gas issue.
Open Evening and Morning tours were once again hugely successful with a record number of
guests through the doors. We received much positive feedback, including numerous emails
complimenting our Year 8 tour guides and our many student demonstrations. A big well done to
all those involved!

Following on from feedback, our School Newsletter will now be published on a half-termly basis.
This will provide more up-to-date information and hopefully reduce the size to a more convenient
length.
As always, I am keen to keep the communication lines open for the benefit of us all so please do
get in touch should you feel you need to.
I hope you all have a restful break and I look forward to seeing students again when we return on 4
November on Week A.

Kind regards
Mr Ahson Mohammed, Headteacher

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com

2

October 2019

Recent Events

Congratulations to all the students who were recognised at our Awards Evening this September.
Students were presented with awards for outstanding achievement in their subject following
nominations from the subject teachers.
We would also like to recognise the students who delivered confident and engaging introduction
speeches for each year group.
We were joined on the evening by Mrs Orr and her son, who presented the Robert Orr award as
well as Mr Dorrington and a number of our Governors.
It was a wonderful opportunity for families to share in the success of our students and we would
like to thank everyone who attended and helped to make it such a special occasion.
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News
Drug Awareness
Programme
Further to our recent
letter, we are pleased to
say that our students
learnt a lot from our
recent Drug Awareness
Programme.
0n 17 October, the Community Policing team,
along with a specialist dog handler and dog were
on site to speak to groups of students and answer
any questions.
We are confident that this engaging, proactive
approach will encourage discussion both in school
and at home so that we continue to work together
in partnership to educate our children.

CLIC Sargent Donation
Following the success
of our recent charity
football match, Mr
Mohammed met with
a representative from
CLIC
Sargent
to
present our Donation
of £720.45.

CLIC Sargent thanked us for the contribution,
which will help towards providing invaluable
support and advice for young people living
with Cancer.

Hair & Beauty Salon
Our Level 1 Hair and Beauty students
enjoyed a trip to Salon International
at the London Excel Centre on
October 7 with Miss Pidgen and Miss
Templeton.
Students spent the day researching
the industry and what opportunities
it has to offer.
This included identifying current trends and products and watching live demonstrations. As an
added bonus, students were able to test products and even got lots of freebies!
We are pleased to announce that our newly installed Hair and Beauty Salon is almost ready. Students
have been asked to name the Salon, ahead of its launch next term. Watch this space for more details.

Bikeability
A big thank you to parents for their support in ensuring Bikeability training
is undertaken by students.
49 Parental Authorisation Forms have been received. Training is in progress
by Essex County Council instructors and this will continue up until 22
November.
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Student Achievements
Jack Petchey Award - Winners Celebration Event
On Wednesday 25 September, 8 of our Jack Petchey award
winners, accompanied by their guests and Mr Parkin, attended
the Basildon District celebration event at the Towngate
theatre. Each of our winners received their personal medallion
from the Mayor of Basildon and enjoyed the usual array of
music and dance performances provided by the young people
of the District.
Back row: J Disbury, R Igglesden, W Boylan,
Front row: H Cox, M King, Mayor of Basildon, Councillor David Burton-Sampson, H Goodspeed and R Choraitis.

The first winner of the award this term is M Stansfield, Year 13 who has proved to be an outstanding
role model.
If you know of a student who has gone the extra mile, perhaps in the face of adversity, please
encourage your son or daughter to nominate them for the award. This can be done by informing their
form tutor or seeing Mr Parkin directly.

Netball Success
Congratulations to our Year 7 netball
team in the Netball Cup.

Essex Cup

The team have won both games so
far, winning 20-11 against St John
Payne and beating Greensward 23-3.

Our Year 11 Boys Football team have
enjoyed success in the Essex Cup
recently,
winning
at
Anglo
European
3-1 and beating Notley
High School 7-1.

Brilliant progress so far girls!

Keep it up boys!

Congratulations to T Philpott,
Year 8 who has been selected
for the Essex girls football
team. We look forward to
following your progress!

We would love to hear about student
achievements outside of school.
If you are happy to share news of any
achievements, participation, volunteering
etc., please email:
info@billericayschool.com
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Competitions
200 Word Challenge
October:
Why are you the best student in school? Include; a simile, an interesting fact
about yourself, a well known quote and the word “indisputable”! Entries to
Mrs Berry by 4 November 2019.
Congratulations to our previous winners:
July 2019

M Harrington, Year 8

September 2019

S Pollard, Year 8

Creative Challenge
October:
Who should be the new Doctor Who? Draw and label your idea or write a
detailed description. Entries to Mrs Berry by 4 November 2019.
Congratulations to our previous winners:
M Furculita, Year 9, who designed a new school uniform and M Harrington, Year 8 who designed an app
to encourage teenagers to become more environmentally aware.

Clean Uniform Page
Remember to let your tutor know that you have a clean uniform page when we return in November.
Form groups with the most clean pages will win a special treat!

Design a Christmas Card
You are invited to design the image, which will be used on
our School Christmas Card. The winning design will be
printed onto cards and sent from Mr Mohammed to
important contacts of the school.
- Open to all Years.
- Entries must be no larger than A5 (half a sheet of A4)
- Entries can be drawn, painted, photographic, or any other creative format you can think of!
- Designs should incorporate what Christmas means to you.
Please submit your entry to Mrs Berry by Monday 11 November 2019, at the latest.

Remember to keep an eye on the screens around school for details of all competitions. Winners
receive prizes and house points!
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Trips
Macbeth Trip
The English Department are delighted to announce that they have
secured 60 tickets to take Year 10 students to see a live performance of
Macbeth at the Queens Theatre in Hornchurch. This will take place on
Thursday, 27th February 2020 at 2.30pm. As we only have limited places
available, tickets will be sold on a first come, first serve basis.
Students have been invited to take part in a Q and A session with the performers at the end of the
performance which is a fantastic opportunity for them. Being able to see a play live will inevitably
benefit students’ knowledge and understanding of the text and is definitely not one to be missed!
We look forward to seeing you there!

Lake District Residential
This summer, Mr Sheriff and Miss
Mortimer took 20 Year 9 and 10
pupils up to an Outward Bound
Centre in the Lake District for a 4
night residential adventure.

The pupils experienced gorge walking, canoeing, pot holing, camping under Bivouacs and trekking up
mountains. The students were counted out, and counted back in with much bigger smiles!

“What Career Live?”
This October, Year 13 students attended the apprenticeship event “What Career Live?” at London
Olympia. On the day, our students met a range of employers covering careers in finance, law,
engineering and the government. They included key employers such as British Airways, AON,
CapGemini, Coca Cola, Deloitte, Goldsmiths, IBM, KPMG, Rothschilds & Co and many more.
The day provided a considerable opportunity to meet and access employers who offer a multitude of
higher level apprenticeship programmes. It gave our students time to network and be given support
and information about the application process. Throughout the day they had the opportunity to
access sessions run on STEM activities and careers advice seminars.
The Billericay School are seeing an increase in students applying
for and taking up opportunities for higher level
apprenticeships. These opportunities combine studying towards a
degree whilst working and gaining experience. These positions
are often highly sought after and lead to permanent senior jobs in
some outstanding industries.
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Student Notices
Aerosols in school
Please remember that aerosols are NOT permitted in school.
Roll on deodorant can be used if required. Anything sprayed in changing rooms,
corridors or classrooms will be confiscated. Unfortunately, there has been an
increase in asthma related issues so please show consideration to other students.

Shoebox Appeal
As a school, we believe it is extremely
important to help others less
fortunate than ourselves. This year
will be working again with Link to
Hope who aim to combat poverty
and give humanitarian aid to families
in Eastern Europe.
Your box will be sent to disadvantaged families who are
struggling to survive in poor villages that lack basic amenities.
Unlike some other charities, the shoeboxes provided by Link
to Hope are for the whole family, not just a child.
All too often, these families are forced to make a choice
between buying food or fuel so buying presents is simply not
a priority for them. Many do not have the luxury of running
water, heating or electricity and live in appalling conditions.
If you would like to take part, we ask that each shoebox is
filled with gifts for a family, wrapped in Christmas paper and
have £3 attached to it to cover the cost of transportation.
Details of what you could include can be found at: https://
linktohope.co.uk/shoebox-appeal-2019/packing-a-link-tohope-shoebox . Unfortunately, we are unable to accept:
medicines, money, tinned food, perfume, books, tea and
coffee.
All boxes must be handed in by Monday 11 November to
Heads of House.
Thank you in advance for your
support.

Food Technology
Full recipe booklets and work books
have now been uploaded to our
website for this academic year. Please
see: https://
www.billericayschool.com/students/
curriculum/ and find your Year group.

Film Club
Film Club will be running every
Thursday lunchtime in A20.
Open to Years 10 and 11, regardless
of what subjects you have chosen.
This club has been organised by our
Sixth Formers and will start on
Thursday 24 October.
Don’t forget,
we return on
Monday
4
November on
Week A.
Enjoy
rest!

your

Ballroom and Latin Dance Club
Wednesday 3 - 4pm in the main hall.
See Miss Morrison if you are
interested in joining.
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Attendance









Where possible, please use the MyEd app as the preferred form of reporting student absences.
Alternatively, please call 01277 655191 ext. 192 and report on the Student Absence line.
When reporting absence, please state type of illness (stating that the student is “unwell” is not
sufficient). This gives the school an indication of any potential spread of contagious illness.
For any absence of 3 days or over, medical evidence (e.g. appointment card/photograph of
prescription label) will be requested to enable us to continue authorisation.
Unless otherwise advised, the general policy for sickness absence is that students can return to
school 24 hours after the last episode of vomiting/diarrhoea.
On occasions when students are not in their normal classrooms (e.g. alternative activities/
exams/awards ceremonies), register marks may not be updated as promptly as usual. This
means the app may sometimes show an ‘unauthorised absence’ but this will be amended later
that day. Please note that the MyEd app takes up to 24 hours to update.
Holidays taken in term time will not be authorised, unless the school consider there are
exceptional circumstances. If a holiday in term time is taken, you may be fined by the Local
Authority.
Well done to all students with 100% attendance this term:
Place

House

Joint 1ST
st

Joint 1

SCOTT

Number of students with 100%
this half term
112

Curie

112

nd

Edison

108

rd

Keller

103

th

Newton

98

2
3
4

Staff Announcements
Welcome
I would like to announce the following new members of staff :
Mr S Benson, Technician

Mrs C Maher, Administrator

Mr R Wagstaff, Technician

Miss A Baker, LSA

Mrs Richardson, LSA

Mrs Latchford, English

I know you will join me in making them all feel very welcome.

Goodbye
Sadly, this October we will be saying goodbye to Miss Roberts, Maths.
We wish her all the very best for the future and thank her for her time at the school.
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School Uniform
Tie Colours

Year 7

Green

Year 8

Blue

Year 9

Red

Year 10 Gold
Year 11 Purple

We have recently been made aware of a wonderful charity “Laindon
School Uniform Bank” which is a voluntary based community
project that aims to connect families with FREE preloved school
uniform items.

The group aim to save families money on uniform, including; P.E kit,
coats and shoes while at the same time reducing the amount of
unnecessary waste going to landfill.
Donations are currently accepted at: Headrush Salon in Steeple View,
The Happy Hub Eastgate or on Saturday mornings between 10-12pm
when session is on at Laindon Community Centre,
All they ask is that donations are clean, in good condition and on a
hanger if possible.
Collections can be made on Saturday mornings 10-12pm at Laindon Community Centre (reception),
Aston Road, Laindon, SS15 6NX

Every preloved item taken is TOTALLY FREE. You do not need to bring uniform to swap but donations in
return are welcomed.
For more information, please visit their Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/laindonuniformbank/

Full details of our school uniform policy can be found on our website:
http://www.billericayschool.com/about/policies-and-procedures/school-policies/
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Diary Dates
We look forward to welcoming Students back on Monday 4 November on Week A
Friday 6 December 2020

Staff Training Day - School Closed

Thursday 19 December 2019

Last day of term
School finishes at 12.10 pm

Friday 20 December 2019 - Friday 3 January 2020

Christmas Holiday - School Closed

Monday 6 January 2020

All students to return

For further calendar information, please refer to our website:
http://www.billericayschool.com/news-and-events/calendar

Gift & Craft Fair
Don’t forget the Gift &
Craft Fair being held in
our Main Hall on
Saturday 30 November.

The event has been
arranged by Kath and
Mags, who are members
of our facilities team to
raise money for Cancer
Research UK.

Friday 13 December 2019
In exchange for a charitable
donation, students are invited
to attend school in Christmas
Jumpers.
More details of the event will be
sent in December .

We hope to see you there.

Children in Need 2019
Children in Need will take place on Friday 15 November 2019.
Children are asked to donate £1 in exchange for attending in non-school
uniform and we hope this will be an enjoyable day for all.
However, even on non-school uniform days, we maintain our standards
with regards to appearance. Please be aware that students are NOT
permitted to wear; ripped jeans, crop tops or revealing clothing, any
clothing with offensive slogans. No dyed hair and no fancy dress.
For more information please refer to our website.
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Students, at the heart of all we do
Registered Charity No 1022965

Contact us at: fobs.crew@gmail.com

Welcome New Members
Our update in the Summer Newsletter included a serious plea for help. After over 26 years
of supporting the students of Billericay School, FOBS was at risk of folding due to lack of
support and key positions being vacant.
Thankfully a number of parents stepped forward and joined the September FOBS meeting, so we are very pleased
to confirm that all key positions are now filled:
Lesley Mitchelmore, Chair

Emma Lewis, Vice Chair

Vikram Singh, Treasurer

Jane Curno, Vice Treasurer

Julia Brunning, Secretary

Sara Lane, Social Media Secretary

Tracey Jansen, Adventure Island Co-ordinator

Jenni Gill/Catherine Bayliss, Social Secretary

We are also fortunate to have a number of additional supporting members in the team.

Events and Activities
With such positive growth of the
FOBS team, comes exciting plans
for events and activities this year.
We have reserved Saturday 1 February and
Saturday 25 April for two events which will take
place in The Billericay School main hall.

The evenings, which will include some fun local
entertainment, aim to raise much needed funds
for the school so put the dates in your diary now!
More details will follow in the December
Newsletter.

FOBS Meetings
FOBS meet up 5 times a year, for an hour
and a half each meeting.
Meetings are vital as we benefit from first-hand briefings
and updates from the senior management team regarding
school developments. We also discuss issues directly with
staff, ensuring our feedback goes directly back to the school.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 7 November
at 7.30 pm in the school Conference Room.
Please feel free to come along - everyone welcome!

200 Club
For only £1 per month* you could be in
with a chance to win £50 per month, £100
five times a year and even £200 once a
year for the ultimate prize. That’s better odds than the
lottery! The 200 Club also makes a massive
contribution to our fundraising targets. Simply fill in a
form and set up a standing order; it’s that simple!
Please email our treasurer for a form and further
details: fobs.treasurer@gmail.com (*one annual
payment of £12 via standing order.)
“I was really pleased to find out I’d won £50 in The 200
Club draw last month – I’d signed up and forgotten
about it, so it was a very nice surprise!”
(Pia - September winner)

Easy Fundraising
Why not get started on your
Christmas shopping and copy
this link:
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
fobsbillericay You will be taken to Easy
Fundraising where you can easily log in before
you shop online and help us raise funds from
your arm chair.

Match Funding
We also benefit from Match Funding. If you work
for a company that has a Match Funding policy you
may be able to help us by dramatically increase
funds? Please email us for more information.
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Local Community Messages
We would like to say a big thank you to
local companies who are currently
offering work placements to some of our
Alternative Education students.

Thank you to Mrs
Florentine who has
kindly donated a large
quantity of beautiful
fabric to our DT
department.
The support of local businesses for our
school is always appreciated.

Thanks go to: Bumps Away, a local business who
specialise in bodywork repairs, World of Spice, providing
premium herbs, spices and seasonings and Rallysport
Engineering Academy, who provide servicing and repairs.

www.mrsflorentine.com

Roman Way Housing Development
Mr Mohammed was recently invited to the Grand Opening of our
neighbouring housing development which will be completed at
the end of October. Located in Roman Way, the estate comprises
of a number of affordable housing opportunities.

We would like to thank Sempra Homes and Indecon Construction
for their considerate approach to the build throughout and for
taking the time to facilitate our student visits. The build, has
provided our construction students with an invaluable insight into
a working site and its management.
You may have noticed that the development includes two new parking bays for our
coaches. This will enable sufficient turning space and parking for coaches required for
our many trips.
Please be mindful of the restriction notices which have now been erected and ensure that this areas is
free from obstructions at ALL times.
For more information on the development, please visit: www.semprahomes.co.uk/developments/

Golf Open Morning
Burstead Golf Club are currently recruiting for their junior section. The club
are hosting an open morning on Tuesday 29 October from 11-12.30 pm,
aimed at students in Years 7 and 8.
The morning will include practice on the range, a putting competition and for slightly more experienced
golfers 6-9 holes on the course. Golfers will need a putter and some golf clubs.
If you are interested in attending, please contact: Phil Rees on 07760477442 or email
pmr@brentwood.essex.sch.uk. Please meet at the shop.
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Local Community Messages
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