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Message from the Head Teacher 

 

 
As another academic year draws to an end, we once again have much to celebrate and many happy memories 

to enjoy.   Our students have excelled in so many fields that it would be impossible to list them all but we have 

tried to capture many of them within this newsletter. The multitude of trips on offer have enriched the 

learning experience of those young people involved, as have the various visitors to the school who have shared 

their depth of knowledge and wisdom; I would like to thank them all. As always, the vast majority of our 

students exhibit exemplary behaviour and a genuine desire to learn.  I am always proud to read through their 

success stories and walk around the school enjoying first-hand their progress. However, whilst we maintain our 

high standards of behaviour and impose sanctions when required, the results we achieve are not possible 

without the support of our parents/carers, so for that I thank you.  

 

Our charitable days have been hugely successful and as always I have been overwhelmed by the generosity 

and support of our school community in recognising the needs of those less fortunate. Extra-curricular 

involvement continues to be impressive; achievements include progression within our Duke of Edinburgh 

Scheme and a wide variety of STEMM activities, as well as a wide array of sporting events and other activities. 

 

During the summer, exam results will of course be released. Staff will be on hand for both the GCSE/Vocational 

and A Level results days to offer support and guidance.   We wish students all the very best with their results. 

 

We will be saying goodbye to several members of staff, some of whom have been with the school for a 

significant number of years. We wish them all the very best in their future adventures and I thank them 

sincerely for their dedication to this wonderful school.  In light of their departure, the school has been busy 

recruiting for the new academic year and I am happy to say that we are fully staffed for September.  I look 

forward to introducing my new staff when we return and am confident that they will be made to feel very 

welcome.  

 

I am conscious that during the course of the holidays you will be buying items of uniform so I attach the link to 

our uniform policy. If you have any doubts, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

http://www.billericayschool.com/about/policies-and-procedures/school-policies/ 

 

Finally, I would like to thank all the staff, governors and trustees for all their hard work this year. As a team, 

they work tirelessly every day to provide students with the best possible opportunities in which to learn, grow 

and ultimately succeed.  I am immensely proud of all the work they do and hope you will join me in recognition 

of this.  

 

I look forward to welcoming you all back in September, refreshed and ready for another exciting year ahead.  

Ahson Mohammed 

Headteacher 

http://www.billericayschool.com/about/policies-and-procedures/school-policies/
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Recent Events 
PD Day  

On Thursday 4 July all students in Years 7-10 participated in a whole school PD Day on Charity 

and Community. The Year 7 fete was once again extremely successful. Combined with the 

money raised from non-school uniform, £2541.50 was raised for our five house charities: 

Shelter; Rays of Sunshine; Guide Dogs UK; Hamelin Trust; and Young Minds. This is a huge 

achievement and the money that the school donates will go to extremely worthy causes.  

 

During the day, the rest of the year groups spent time in their paired form groups and 

completed a series of activities. Initially they learnt about three local charities and 

discussed which of the three should be nominated as their new house charity for the 

next three years. Later they discussed issues surrounding climate change and created a 

concept or a project designed to reduce the school’s carbon footprint.   

 

Students developed vital transferable skills sought by employers, 

which students will be able to reflect upon in personal 

statements, and tutors refer to in references. The brief was 

deliberately focused on a topical subject and it was apparent 

throughout the day that a number of students in our school are 

passionate about making changes.  The winning ideas included 

‘sch-uber’ (an Uber style app to help students get lifts to school), a 

recycling shack, a school vegetable garden, an ‘unplugged week’ 

and a competitive inter-house recycling bin.  

 

Students also used important communication skills throughout, culminating in market 

place activities with their peers. Form tutors judged the quality of their idea, their 

market understanding, and the impact of their product or service as well as their 

ability to sell their product. Winning teams in each tutor group were then judged by 

the Heads of House to identify overall winners. Eighteen students will be rewarded 

with a special pizza making rewards’ lunch before the end of the day.   

Throughout the day the students were given numerous opportunities to reflect upon 

the impact that the day had made and feedback from students was overwhelmingly 

positive. Exceptional pieces of work shall be used to create numerous displays around 

the school.  

Year 8 Macbeth One Man Show 

 

Throughout the year, our Year 8’s have studied Macbeth in English.  On the 26th April, all of them watched a 

performance of Macbeth in the hall. The show was performed entirely by one man, Simon Floyd, a professional actor 

and theatre maker. 

The students were invited to ask questions as their upcoming end of year exam was focused on the play. Feedback from 

the students suggested they thoroughly enjoyed the show, and their behaviour was exemplary throughout.  
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Recent Events 
 

Year 7 and 8 Reward Writer’s Visit 

On the 1st July, selected students in year 7 and 8 took part in a two-hour session with 

a local published author, Hayley Barker. The students were selected due to their 

outstanding effort and conduct throughout the year.  

 

Students  took part in a writing workshop and worked collaboratively to design their 

own narratives. The experience proved priceless for our budding writers, and they 

should be very proud of their exemplary attitude to learning across the course of the 

year.  

 

 

Aspire Programme 

This year, 18 boys in Year 8 participated in 10 week 

Aspire programme after school on a Wednesday. The 

programme was designed to raise the boys’ 

confidence and aspirations in an array of activities 

including speed mentoring, board breaking, an 

intelligence circuit and a workshop with a computer 

game designer as well as a final presentation to 

parents and staff.  

 

The programme was extremely well received by the boys who 

enjoyed participating in the different sessions. In particular the 

boys enjoyed meeting a variety of men in different careers 

including a policemen, an accountant and a man that worked in 

advertising.  

 

This gave them the opportunity to talk to men about their 

jobs and consider different careers that they may choose 

to go into. The boys were taught how to break a piece of 

wood in half in a controlled way. This gave the boys the 

confidence and belief in themselves that they can achieve 

anything that they want to.  We hope to run the 

programme again next academic year.  
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Recent Events 
Gifted and Talented Summer Show 

Written and directed by Leo Gerchen and Nathan Winterford, 

Year 9 

 

Thank you to all the families who attended the show on 10 

July . Over 100 tickets were sold, which is a fantastic 

number and all the proceeds will directly benefit the drama 

department and future performances.  

 

Thank you to all the students involved,  who attended countless extra-curricular 

rehearsal sessions and made the show such a great success.  

Music Performance’s 

We have had a very successful year music and witnessed some extraordinary performances. We had a wonderful Spring 

Music Recital at the end of the spring term which was a celebration of Disney music and included a performance from 

our new Dance club run by the wonderful Miss Morrison.  

On Wednesday 22 May, our more able students and members of our All Star Ensemble ran Instruments of the Orchestra 

workshops with the year 4 students at Quilters Junior School. These sessions were fantastic and our wonderful students 

were amazing role models.  

Our Expressive Arts Summer show was on Friday 5 July and was an absolutely wonderful celebration of our talented 

students. Highlights included a tap dance performance by Hannah Cox - Year 10 and Michael Hlordzi’s outstanding 

performance of Rachmaninov’s Prelude in C Sharp Minor Op3 No. 2.  

Our wonderful cellist’s, Oliver Grimes, Robert Mitchell, Maisie Smith, Daniel Tidey and 

Melissa Tidey returned to Sunnymede school on Wednesday 17th July to work with 

and perform with Sunnymede’s young cellist in their final music assembly or the year, 

along with their wonderful cello teacher Sally Goodfellow who said   

“Once again they were excellent role models for the younger Cellists and brilliant 

ambassadors for The Billericay School.  

The children, staff and parents were all so impressed, not just with their playing but 

also their confidence, impeccable manners and friendly, well timed humour.”  

We are so incredibly lucky at The Billericay School to have such wonderful and 
dedicated musicians and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of them for their hard work, dedication and 
infectious enthusiasm throughout this year; you are all awesome!  
 
Mrs Waxman    

Our House Award assemblies have been taking place from 15-19 July. 

Students have been nominated for achievement and effort in all subjects.  

Further details to follow.  
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Competitions 

200 Word Challenge 

Open to all years, writers are prompted with either a subject or picture to inspire them. Winners are announced in 

assembly and receive a prize. 

Well done to all those who entered. For more information, keep an eye on the screens in school. 

Congratulations to our recent winners: 

April 2019  Ruby Waker  - Year 9 

May 2019  Ella Gaynor -  Year 8 and Molly Harrington - Year 7 

June 2019  Henry Emery - Year 9 

Creative Challenge 

Each month, students are invited to take part in a design challenge.  Recent topics have included designing a mode of 

transport, a menu and a chair!   Well done to our most recent winners.  

April 2019  Frankie Hawksbee - Year 7  

May 2019  Jake Harper - Year 7   

June 2019  Tedi Mengezi - Year 10 

MFL Spelling Bee 

Congratulations to all the students who took part in our Spelling Bees 

Each winner (1st winners only)  was awarded a film card as a reward. 

 

French:  

1s Scarlett Pizzo 

2nd Jessica Lassman 

3rd Maya Hills 

German 

1st Emily Rattenbury 

2nd Abigail Andrews 

3rd Layla Manley 

Dual linguists 

1st Treasure Ajagbe 

2nd Gianna Ganescu 

3rd Oliver Langenburg 

 

Summer MFL Writing Competition 

Well done to everyone who took part in the MFL Summer Writing completion. Students 
were asked to create a French alien, both on an artistic and linguistic level! 
Congratulations to our winners: 

1st Adam Simmons 

2nd Lois Davis 

3rd Abbie James 

 

Madame Keighley  
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Watersports Trip May 2019 

In May half term, 40 Year 8 students travelled to Argeles-sur-mer in the South of France for 
the annual watersports trip.  Despite the windy conditions, the staff and students had a 
fantastic time and the students were able to experience; 
kayaking, paddle boarding and snorkeling.  Many students 
showed how fearless they were by jumping off 7 metre cliffs 
and abseiling 12 metres at the canyoning park.   

The highlight of the week for many was the trip to Spain 
where students visited one of the biggest water parks in 
Europe. The students showed a great aptitude for 
wakeboarding with some students even managing to water
-ski around the lake after performing some impressive flips 
from the mega jump in the morning! 

Everyone we came across commented on how 
polite and well behaved all the students were and 
the locals were impressed with how they made an 
effort to communicate in France wherever possible. 
Many thanks to all the staff who gave up their half 
term and well done to the students for showing 
resilience and a brilliant attitude throughout. 

Miss Jordan 

Trips 

Year 10 Berlin Trip 

by Jess Dillon 

If I said I went on a trip where there was illness, allergies, and a suitcase full of 

clothes that were far too hot for the climate there - you probably wouldn’t think 

that the trip we went on was the best I have been on with school,  but that’s 

exactly what happened on my history trip to Berlin in April. 

In April. forty Year 10 History students went on a school trip to 

Berlin with four of our teachers.  We stayed in Berlin city centre for 

a few days that were unnaturally hot for April. On the day that we 

arrived in Germany, we visited Sachsenhausen Concentration 

Camp, which is possibly one of the most amazing and horrific 

places I’ve ever been to. There were other groups of people there 

but there was a sort of eerie silence there that was quite 

disturbing. 

Throughout the trip, we did other interesting activities like a walking tour of Berlin planned by 

Mr Bacon, visited some amazing sites such as the Brandenburg Gate, the Reichstag Building, 

and Checkpoint Charlie, learning a lot about them as we went to each.  

  We ate in some traditional German restaurants where the group tried food like schnitzel. As 

someone who is always apprehensive about going on school trips where you can’t bring your own food (because I can’t eat gluten), 

I was relieved- along with the vegetarians and other people with allergies in the group - that we were still able to try new German 

food and eat along with everyone else. 

Everyone I’ve spoken to that went on the trip loved it and would definitely go again. I’m so 

glad I got the opportunity to go on this trip with two of my closest friends, even if it meant 

getting up before 5 o’clock - which is something I, and most people, avoid at almost all costs! 
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Trips 
Readasaurus - Wicked Trip 26 June 2019 

Billericay Students defied gravity at the London smash hit musical 

Wicked. 40 students from year 7-9 attended the phenomenal show as a 

reward for excellent participation in Readasaurus.  

The show is a prequel to The Wizard of Oz, tracking the back story to 

Elpheba and how she came to be the ‘Wicked Witch of the West’.  

Students enjoyed a range of musical numbers from Popular to the show 

stopping Defying Gravity.  

Students were taken on a spectacular journey through Oz. If you like 

the sound of that, sign up for Readasaurus in September and you could 

have the opportunity to attend a fantastic reward trip! 

 

Ms McGavigan 

 

Year 10 Hospitality and Catering Careers Visit To Central London organised by 

School Improvement, Secondary, Special and PRU/Skills  

and Employability Team 

On May 7 2019, a group of Year 10 Hospitality and Catering students were selected 

at random icked to experience a day in Central London exploring 5* Hospitality and 

Catering services.  

The aim of the trip was to look at these hospitality establishments as part of the 

course. During the trip, students were expected to look at provision offered at 

Harrods, The Dukes Hotel, The Dorchester and the Preferred Hotels and Resort 

London Office. Students had a chance to explore food, beverages, accommodation 

and customer service the establishments offered.  

During the day students had talks from different personnel about opportunities 

these places offer to young students studying hospitality and catering and what 

career paths they can take to get placement and job opportunities in these places.  

The positive outcome from this trip was one student, Alana Morgan took up the offer and applied to Dukes Hotel where 

she has been offered an internship to start in the summer holidays with all travel expenses paid for. She will work in the 

different parts of the hotel exploring the different jobs the hotel offers. 

Ms Mutsure 

 



9  Summer Newsletter 2019 

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH    Tel: 01277 655191  www.billericayschool.com    E-mail: info@billericayschool.com  

Trips 
Eramus Paris Textiles Trip, April 2019 

 
Students show casing the circus costumes for 
“The Finale Fashion” show at the Jean Zay 
High School in Paris. 
 
(right) Katie Jobling, Jess Morrison, Ella from 
Modeschule Berlin school, Mrs 
Wigglesworth, Siliva Covi and Celia Rabasco 
from Institut Anna Gironella de Mundet, 
Barcelona Spain, Nika Rakova and Annabel 
Hayter 
 
(left)  Mrs Wigglesworth Head of Textiles, Annabel Hayter, Nika Rakova, Jess Morrison 
and Katie Jobling all ready to leave for the Erasmus Paris Textiles trip, April 2019  

Science Club—Salters Chemistry Festival  
On Wednesday 27 March 2019, Miss Huang took 4 eager young scientists to the Salters Chemistry 

Festival held at Imperial College London.   

There, the team faced up against many teams from various 

schools to solve two daunting but exciting challenges. 

A sneaky glimpse into our team hard at work before I was 

chased away (they didn’t want the teams getting too much 

help from their teachers…) 

Our aspiring chemists really enjoyed the challenges and I’m very proud of how they did on the 

day (without me!)  Although they didn’t win any prizes, they all received participation certificates 

and goodies: 

Left  to Right: Emily Thistlethwaite, Adam Simmonds, Ryan King, Adam Boylan, standing in front of the Periodic Table in the 

Main Chemistry Building, Imperial College London. 

Career Ready Mentoring - DST Systems  

This year, a group of Year 10 students have been piloting a programme run by Career 
Ready, a nationwide charity who link schools and employers.  The students have had 
a monthly meeting at school with a group of mentors, most of whom have been 
from DST, one of the county’s biggest employers. 

On Wednesday 10th July students were given a guided tour of DST’s offices in 
Basildon and had a chance to reflect on their progress during the course during their 
final mentoring session.  Students said they felt more confident, had a better 
understanding of the world of work, and that the course had made them think about 
the huge range of skills and qualities they had.   

The students involved in the programme, and especially those able to go on the visit to DST should be proud of their 
achievements, resilience, and positive attitude.  They were a credit to themselves and the school. As a result of the success of 
this cohort both Career Ready and DST, together with mentors from some other companies, have already committed to 
running the programme again next year so thank you to all concerned. 

The students pictured with their mentors are: Baily Shorter, Teddy Weston, Danny Berry, Louis O’Neill, Madalina Furculita, 
Oliver Armstrong, Mitchel Merchant, Luke Soley, Bolu Arofin, Harry Montgomerie, Logan O’Neill, Michael Brydges, Neve Taylor
-Robbins, Kiela Blackford, Mia Hughes  

Phil Cass, Head of Careers and Claudia Carey, Career Ready Regional Manager 
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IET Faraday Finals, June 2019 

On 26 June 2019, 6 Year 8 students Six students spent the day in London 

competing in the IET against others schools in an engineering design 

challenge for the James Webb Space Telescope.    

The group entered had secured their place by winning the School 

challenge earlier in the term.  The event inspires students to think about 

how space exploration supports our industries and future 

technologies.  The awards are sponsored by the Jack Petchy foundation 

and the students were presented with their certificates by none other 

than Bobby Seagull!  

Well done to Lois, Nina, Mia, Rhys, Alfie and Harry. 

Royal Institute, Computer Master Class 

The Royal Institution, famous for its Christmas Lectures, is a charitable 
organisation, which oversees many extracurricular activities led by top 
experts from academia and industry for keen and talented young 
people in mathematics, engineering and computer science all around 
the UK.   

Year 9 students have been attending the Royal Institution Computer 
Masterclasses organised by Ms Barnes (STEM Coordinator) on Saturday 
mornings this term. The Masterclass involved students from both The 
Billericay School and others Schools in Essex.   

RI Masterclasses are hands-on, interactive extra-curricular sessions 
which aim to open the eyes of young people to the excitement, and 
application of computer science in the real world.  Hoping to inspire 
the next generation of software and computer designers and 
engineers.  The sessions included Astrophysics, Aeronautical 
engineering and programming Rovers, Python, Fibre optics and much 
more.   

What is STEMM? 

STEMM stands for Science Technology Engineering Maths and Medicine.  This is a growing area of interest and provides 
opportunities in work and further education.   
 
Students at Billericay School have the opportunity to take part in a range of taking part in STEMM subjects and activities 
hosted by external institutions and businesses.  When students take part we see an increased engagement in learning, a 
stronger awareness of STEMM careers and increased confidence both academically and personally.   
 
STEMM enables students to use soft skills such as teamwork and communication and in turn find improvements in 
technical skills such as coding. Companies are asking that school leavers have these soft skills to ensure they are ready for 
a working environment.  STEMM opportunities enable us to extend these skills beyond the curriculum and offer live 
projects and experiences in many different ways.  
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GO4Set 2019 

Go4Set/Engineering Development Trust (EDT) (in association with Industrial Cadets) is a 
STEMM related project,  hosted at PROCAT Basildon. The Go4Set project aims are to 
introduce students to the opportunities available in a career in Engineering through work 
related learning and empower them through developing work place skills. 
  
This year, eight Year 9 students accepted the challenge and embarked on two projects 
over a period of 10 weeks that were to take them outside of their comfort zones and build 
resilience and learning along the way. 

 
 
 
 
 
The winning project was entitled “Our Electronics Environment” and its aims were to 
develop an innovative electronic device or idea that could provide an alternative to 
the way students revise for exams. The students had to initially research their ideas 
and consider the technology available. They designed a working prototype and 
submitted this with a written report to GO4Set / EDT. The next stage was to present 
their idea to an assessment panel and showcase their work to all the participants 
from Industry and fellow competitors. Having received excellent feedback about their 
product they duly won the completion!  
 
Our second team’s project “My School is an Island” needed to consider how the current school could exist sustainably in 
a fully functioning island setting. The group faced the same challenges and developed their ideas to examine how the 
school’s energy requirements could be managed by renewable energy. Their endeavours saw them being “pipped to the 
post” for their display stand and presentation.  
 
This was a tough challenge for all and they should be proud of what they have achieved. We thank them for representing 

the school and the values we believe in.  
 
The School has been involved in this activity for 
over  4 years and has won the competition for the 
past two years!  
 

Special thanks goes to the Billericay Lions, who 

have acted as Mentors throughout and provided 

invaluable support.  

 

A huge well done to the students involved: Rishi 
Suresh, Ryley Savage, Lucas Godfrey, Nathan 
Winterford, Lewis Whapplington 

Max Adams, Adam Cuthbert and Francesca Wain.  

 

Mr Murnane and Ms Smith 
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Energy Quest 

This July, 120 year 8 students took part in an ‘Energy 
Quest Workshop’ sponsored by Tomorrows 
Engineers.   

Students worked in teams to build cars and explore 
how to make them more efficient and effective.   

This highly interactive event  is one of many that 
Billericay students have had the opportunity to take 
part in and encourages  links between education and 
the real world. 

Make Happen Year 10 Lego Robotics Work Shop  

This July, selected Year 10 students were invited to attend a Lego workshop, designed to develop 
coding skills. 

Students were involved in the  event, in conjunction with the Make Happen Outreach programme 
and JTRS an education support company.  JTRS provided the LEGO EV3 kits and the Software/
Hardware necessary to programme them with. 

Further information about these organisations may be found here: 

www.makehappen.org  /   www.jtrs.co.uk  

 
The  Robotics & Coding Workshop was designed to inspire the next generation of scientists and 
engineers; based around the topic of technology, it provided students with technology based 
careers information and encourage informed choices about which subjects they should study at 
GCSE and A Level for a career in STEMM, in a fun and engaging way. 

 

Tech Girls Awards ceremony and university visit 

Students from Billericay School attended the National Challenge Award ceremony 
for Tech Girls at Anglia Ruskin University in June this term.  Tech Girls aims to 
promote and support women enter the Tech industry and discover the potential 
they offer this area.  We are proud to announce that group Members: Katy Garnett, 
Ella Abbott, Lea Delens-Jackson, Lucy Dillon and Katie Croxall won for their 
invention called ‘ Mother Ring’.  The challenge was to design a Health Device for 
Women.  The students beat others from all over the South East. After the 
ceremony and inspirational speakers students had an opportunity to visit the 
university. 

http://www.makehappen.org/
http://www.jtrs.co.uk


13  Summer Newsletter 2019 

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH    Tel: 01277 655191  www.billericayschool.com    E-mail: info@billericayschool.com  

After School Clubs 

Please watch our website for updates on any extra-curricular clubs:  

http://www.billericayschool.com/students/school-clubs/ 

Ballroom and Latin Dance Club 

Congratulations ladies on three successful performances this year, your 
hard work and determination really shone though in everything you did. 
From a beautiful Disney inspired waltz to a fast paced fun jive from 
hairspray, you should all be so proud of your achievements this year.   

 

Well done to all the girls 
involved - we are so proud of 
every one of you and look 
forward to work with you all 
again next year. 

 

Miss Morrison and Mrs 
Childs 

 

 

(pictures from the Summer Expressive Arts Show in July ) 

Science Club - Thursday 3-4pm in C16 

 

In our regular scheduled programme, we were joined in the Summer term 

by Mrs Crabb, and together we rounded off the year with many new 

experiments, such as turning pennies into silver and gold (read: 

electroplating), making glue from milk, making ethanol and air rockets, and 

investigating creepy crawlies under microscopes.  Many thanks to our 

Head Technician, Mrs Pead, for all these great ideas! 

To those who missed out on the Salters Festival trip this year: I hope to take a new group to another Salters Chemistry 

Festival next year, so keep attending Science Club!  The more sessions you attend, the greater your chances! 

Hope you see many of you again next year. 

Miss Huang and Mrs Crabb 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi4g4Kou_rgAhXVgM4BHUdXAN8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhs.popek12.org%2Fstudents%2Fstudent_clubs_and_organizations%2Fscience_club&psig=AOvVaw1UG0uOYniXSIYRvaH5-4vf
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Student Achievements 
Jack Petchey Award Winners   

This year has seen an excellent group of Jack Petchey achievers. These role-model 

students have gone the extra mile in terms of effort; they have been caring and 

supportive of their friends and family; they have given their time and effort to charity; 

they have achieved despite barriers put in their way; they have performed at the highest level in their chosen specialism; they 

have made outstanding contributions to the school community in a number of fields.  The monthly winners this year have 

been: 

 
 

Each of these winners has had to think carefully about how they wanted their Jack Petchey grant of £250 to be spent in school. 

These grants will allow the school to bring in outside speakers, theatre groups and drama workshops, as well as buying up-to-

date, specialist equipment for subjects like Science. All of this will enhance the learning experiences of all students.  

Well done to all these winners. We are sure they will go on to further success. 

Month Winner Year/House 

September Jake Disbury 12 Curie 

October Rhianna Igglesden 12 Curie 

November William Boylan  9 Scott 

January Tom Mitchelmore 12 Curie 

February Rebecca Choraitis 11 Keller 

March Mia Hughes 10 Newton 

April Harvey Goodspeed 10 Keller 

May Morgan King 12 Curie 

June Hannah Cox 10 Newton 

 

Year 9 Textiles Enrichment 

Well done to all our Textiles Enrichment students this year. Here are just 

some example of the wonderful phone stands that have been created, 

each with their own handmade stamp designs.  
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Ella Leech , Year 7 won the district high jump 
competition. She was then chosen to compete for 
Basildon at the County round in Chelmsford where 
she came 3rd in the whole of Essex.  

 

Well done Ella! 

 

 

Adetola Tanimowo, Year 10,  has had a fantastic 

sporting run this year.  

First winning  the Triple Jump at districts, she then went 

on to compete for Basildon at the Essex championships 

and was placed 3rd in Essex!    

In addition, she also competed in the 200m, in which 

she came 2nd.  

Well done on your many achievements.  

Year 10 Rounders 

 

The Year 10 girls are District Rounder’s 
Champions for the 4 successive season, 
having never lost a game!  

Their dedication to training is amazing and 
they are the loveliest bunch of girls to work 
with.  

I have thoroughly enjoyed 4 years working 
with them.  

 

Miss Keys 

Year 7 Rounders 

 

Well done to our Year 7 team who, after an already busy day at Sports Day, went on to win their 
tournament at James Hornsby . They are now the District champions and yet to lose a game! 

 

Well done girls! 
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Extra-Curricular Student Achievements 

Well done to Rebecca Chambers, Year 10, who earlier this year achieved success in her 
keyboard exam.  
 
Unfortunately, Rebecca is unable to attend school at present due to chronic illness,  
however, she continues with her music  and has obtained a distinction .  In fact 100%,  in 
her final grade 8 electronic Keyboard exam. 
 
Keep up the good work Rebecca! 

 

In June,  Cerys Barrett, 
Year 7 competed in an 
ISTD qualifying 
competition in 
Ballroom and Latin 
dancing and was 
awarded 1st place!  

 

Cerys will go on to 
compete in the Grand 
Finals in Blackpool, 
this November. 

 

Well done Cerys and 
we wish you all the 
best at the finals. 

 

Well done to Piers Wiechmann, Year 8 who 

continues his success in the field of Golf. Piers 

represented The Billericay School at the Essex 

Schools Handicap Championship and was 

awarded 1st place in his age group and 

achieving 3rd place out of 75 players. 

Piers plays for Warley Park and is also in the 

U14 Essex squad.  

 

Well done Piers! 

 

Congratulations to Lily Royle, Year 10 who took part in a 

national combo synchronised swimming competition. Lilly and 

her team performed fantastically and were awarded 1st place 

Gold!  

Lilly and her team are based in Brentwood and this was a UK-

wide competition held at the Stratford Aquatic Centre .  

Well done Lilly, we are very proud of you! 

 

Samuel Larsen, Year 8 has been busy on stage, participating in "Ballet Shoes".  

Over 8 performances t The Peacock Theatre, Samuel played 3 characters including; Great Uncle Matthew, Bottom in a 
"Midsummer's Night's Dream" (ballet within the story) and the Tap Dance Teacher in 8 performances at the Peacock 
Theatre. 

Samuel did extremely well and received the Artistic Director's "Best Performance" award. 

Since then, Samuel has been offered a place to train in Contemporary Ballet at the Trinity Laban Centre of Advanced 
Training.  Samuel will train on  Saturdays and x 2 evenings per week from September 2019.  This opportunity is supported 
by DfE to enable talented children to receive professional levels of training without the need to attend a vocational 
boarding school.   

 

We look forward to hearing more as Samuel progresses! 
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Extra-Curricular Student Achievements 

 
Josh Raddon, Year 7, was recently invited to attend a Jiu-jitsu camp in Amsterdam, 
where he was given the opportunity to train with some of the most elite professional 
jiu-jitsu fighters in the world.  
The training camp was for adults only so it was an honour for Josh to attend.  
 
Josh took part in 4 days worth of seminars and met some of his jiu-jitsu heroes, 
including black belt, Eddie Bravo - the founder of 10th Planet, Josh’s club.  
 
The head coach of the event said that Josh was “an inspiration and there was no 
better representative for 10th Planet London.”  
 
Josh learnt lots of new techniques and hopes to use some of them when he next 
competes.  
 
Well done Josh, we are excited to follow your progress! 

 
Congratulations to Katie Daw, Year 10 
who recently  completed the 3.8km Arun 
river swim in Sussex - swimming from 
upriver to the sea at Littlehampton. This 
distance is equivalent to the the Ironman 
swimming distance!!  
 

https://rawenergypursuits.co.uk/river-
arun-3-8km-swim/ 
 
Katie finished with a smile on her face!  
Well done Katie! 

We are always keen to learn more about our students successes outside of school.  

If you wish to share a story, please email info@billericayschool.com with more information.  

Photographs are welcomed but please be mindful that we cannot use pictures which contain other children 

without their prior permission. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Teddy Papple, Year 10 took the win at the South East Schools 

Regional Championship, competing as part of the Essex squad.  

A total of 7 counties competed to attend the finals at Sherwood 

Forest and Teddy secured his place with a tremendous display! 

We look forward to hearing more! 

Activ8 Fencing Club 
Canterbury Leon Paul series competition  

U15 competition 

Kynan Treby reached the final, narrowly losing to 
a Ukrainian to take the silver medal.  

Lucas Godfrey reached the last 8 and was placed 
5th. 

U13 competition 

Connor Bell was placed 9th. His best ever 
competition result. 

We were incredibly proud to learn that former 

student Alice Green, has recently been selected 

to represent England at the World Junior 

Championships in the field of squash!  

 

We wish Alice all the very best when she 

competes at the end of July.  

https://rawenergypursuits.co.uk/river-arun-3-8km-swim/
https://rawenergypursuits.co.uk/river-arun-3-8km-swim/
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Goodbye Year 11!!! 

(above) Year 11 Shirt Signing - Tuesday 11 June 2019 

On 28 June, we said goodbye to our current Year 11. 

Students enjoyed a leavers assembly, packed with memories of their time here at the school - not to mention a few 

obligatory embarrassing photographs! 

On 22 August, when you collect your GCSE 

results, staff will be available to answer 

questions and offer advice.  

Some of you will be returning in September 

to join the 6th form, others will have 

already secured apprenticeships.  Whatever 

you do, we wish you all the very best and 

look forward to hearing about your 

progress and successes in the future.  

 

News 
 

Pearson 

Teaching 

Award 

Congratulations 

to Mr Pursell who 

has been 

nominated for 

“The 2019 Award 

for Teacher of the 

Year in a 

Secondary 

School. 

This nomination is 

particularly special as nominations come from 

students!   

Well done Mr Pursell! 

 

We are a Healthy School 

 

 

We are very proud to 

announce that The 

Billericay School has once 

again been awarded 

Essex Healthy Schools 

status.   

This award is dedicated 

to all the members of 

staff who work tirelessly 

to ensure that our 

students receive the best 

options at all times.  
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In Memory of Dominic Woods 

 

“Dominic Woods was the purest soul.  He never failed to make people 

smile even when they least felt like smiling; his infections laugh and smile 

was enough to brighten up anyone’s day. He was loved by so many and 

there wasn't one person who didn't get on with him.  We will always 

remember him and how happy he made us. There truly was never a dull 

moment when he was around.  He honestly was one of a kind and such 

an amazing incredible person that we will never forget.  He was such a 

prominent character who is dearly missed by those who were close to 

him and anyone he had ever come into contact with.” 

Written by Elliot Larn, Year 10 

 

The words above were echoed by Year 11, when 

the year came together for a charity football 

match in Dominic’s memory.  

 

The match, on June 28 was organised by Euan 

O’Neill and friends.   

 

 

 

The white team eventually took the win and Mr and 

Mrs Woods, who were also in attendance, presented 

Euan with a commemorative trophy.   Despite the heat, 

the attendance of both players and spectators 

reiterated how highly  Dominic was regarded by his 

peers. In addition to the fantastic team spirit, students 

raised an outstanding £740 which was donated to CLIC 

Sargent at the request of Dominic's family.  

 

We were incredibly proud of the maturity and support shown by our students, and feel the match 

was a fitting tribute for Dom, who was an avid West Ham supporter. 
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Exam Collection Information 
Collection of Exam Results 

 

 Results slips are available to candidates on the day of issue.   

 Any uncollected Year 12 results will be given to Mrs Pike for distribution at the start of the new term.   

 Year 11 and 13 will have a further opportunity to collect their results at the start of the new term on 
4/9/2019 (from the main School Office).   

 Results will not be posted home.  If you require your results to be posted home, you will need to provide the 
Exams Office with a stamped addressed A5 size envelope prior to the last day of term.  

 Results are never given out by phone. 

 If you are unable to collect your results in person, you may nominate someone to collect them on your 
behalf but only if you sign a letter giving permission and the nominated person must bring I.D. – THIS 
ARRANGEMENT INCLUDES PARENTS/CARERS.  The Exams Office must be notified of this prior to the last day 
of term (19/7/2019). 

 In very exceptional circumstances, if you or a nominated person are unable to collect your results, you may 
provide the Exams Office with a letter permitting us to email these to you.  Please note, that due to the 
administration process, we cannot guarantee what time emailed results will be issued. 

 You will be asked to sign for your results, upon signing for these, you are also giving The Billericay School 
permission to request copies of your scripts for use in the classroom (student names will be removed). 
Please indicate when signing if you do not agree to this. 

 Members of the Exams Office and Teaching Staff will be available on results days to offer support and advice 
along with a member of the Connexions Team. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Year 9 and 10 GCSE results will be given out upon return to school in September. 

Thursday 15 August 2019  

(F BLOCK RECEPTION) 

9.00 am – 11.00 am : Year 13s to collect A2/A2 and 
Vocational exam results 

11.00 am – 12 noon : Year 12s to collect AS/PPE exam 
results  

Thursday 22 August 2019  

(MAIN HALL) 

10.00 am – 1.00 pm. Year 11s to collect GCSE/
Vocational exam results  
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Exam Dates 2019/2020 
2019-2020 PROVISIONAL Exam Dates   

 

November 2019: 

11th – 15th November : Pre-public exam period : Year 11 

 

January 2020 window: 

6th  – 14th January : GCE Pre-public exam period : Year 13  

8th  – 17th January : Cambridge National/Technical external exams : Years 9-13  

15th – 31st January : Pre-public exam period : Year 11 

 

Summer 2020 window: 

5th May – 7th July : GCE, GCSE, Years 7-9 internal exams, Years 10 and 12 Pre-public exam period 

 

Contingency Day 

 

24th June will be a ‘contingency day’ for all exam boards in the UK.  This is an additional day at the end of the exam 
period.  It will only be used in the event of major local or national disruption to the summer 2020 exams.   Students 
should ensure that they are available until 24th June 2020. 

 

The above exam dates are PROVISIONAL at this stage and must be checked again nearer the time on forthcoming 
newsletters or via the Exams section on the school website.  

 

We would like to remind you that we do not normally authorise holiday absence, other than in exceptional 
circumstances, at any time of year but it is vital that students in Years 10-13 are not absent during exam periods, which 
now stretch across much of the year.   If you have any concerns please contact the Exams Office in the first instance. 
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Billericay School and JKFZ High School, UK China Link - June 2019 

 

In June, I was invited to JKFZ High School in Nanchang, China for a week, to share with its 
staff and students Billericay School practice in the successful preparation of students for 
university.  The school is relatively newly built with its first cohort in the 6th form now 
preparing for university in the UK, the US, Canada and Australia.   Sessions with students, 
staff and parents centred on personal statement writing, interview practice, stretch and 
challenge teaching  and preparing for life as a student in the UK.   

As an international school, its Chinese students follow a curriculum in the 6th form which is 
taught in English, mostly comprising A level options in Maths, the Sciences, Business, 
Economics and Art. I was impressed by the level of many students’ proficiency in the English 
language, in which a number of students capably handled some big open ended questions 
during practice interviews, such as  ‘Why is the sky blue?’ and ‘Why is there a trade war 
between the US and China?’ Overall I was impressed by the students who were clearly keen 
to advance their education in order to reach their ambitions of attending western 
universities. 

Given my role as head of 6th form at The Billericay School, I was interested to see how Year 
12 students at JKFZ compared with their UK counterparts. The school day starts with all 
students on the field doing exercises in time to music played over a tannoy system, with 
student leaders demonstrating at the front should any of the rest have forgotten their next 
move. The importance given to daily exercise is shown too, by the requirement for all 
students to run together twice around the track at the end of the school day.  Following 
lunch –which features many healthy choices from Chinese cuisine - both staff and students 
routinely have a small sleep (the lunch break lasts 2 hours).    

Most students board weekly, and so evening prep is supervised for over 2 hours by staff in classrooms until about 9.30 
pm.  Students had some differing school rules of course; for example smart phones are not allowed at school, and student 
to student relationships are disapproved of.  Nonetheless there was of course much in common between students from 
both our schools, with staff concern about the distractions of mobile phones and computer gaming outside school 
common to both!   

The visit largely arose from the professional dialogue over a number of 
years between Mr Ahson Mohammed and Mr Tom Bailey, the heads of 
both schools.  Mr Tom Bailey, Principal of JKFZ High School visited 
Billericay School in May, when the idea for the educational exchange 
came about. At a time when international understanding seems more 
important than ever, such educational exchange can help foster an 
appreciation of differing cultures and values. I will soon be sharing my 
experiences alongside photos and video clips with  6th form students in 
an assembly – we might even all try out the Chinese early morning 
exercises! 

Mrs F Smith, Assistant Head, Head of 6th form 

Sixth Form 

Legal Apprentice 

This spring, 3 of our Year 12 students; Emily Baldwin, Sophie Beaver and Alex Davis took part in a “Legal Apprentice” 
competition run by the City law firm, Kingsley Napley.   

 

The competition took place over a period of 6 weeks with tasks including; writing complex legal advice, filming 
themselves pitching for clients, interviewing a witness and writing a witness statement.   
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Sixth Form 
Year 11 into 12 

We are looking forward to welcoming our new Year 12 students in September.  

An Induction Day held on 1 July gave all applicants, both from our own school and 

external applicants from other local schools, the opportunity to sample lessons in 

their 6th form option subjects, as well as meet new friends and start on summer 

tasks in preparation for their new courses of study. 

Earlier in the term Year 11 students applying to our 6th form were given the 

opportunity to enjoy coffee and cakes with current Year 12 students, whilst asking 

questions about 6th form life from a student perspective.  Questions ranged over a 

variety of topics including dress code, subject choices and social events.   

The opportunity to meet with current students was appreciated by all who came, making them feel confident about their 

more formal start in September.  

Year 12 Next Steps 

Two Next Steps Days were held in the Summer term for Year 12 students, the 

first looking at the option of university including the various factors to consider 

when embarking on applications. This was combined with a visit to the UCAS 

Exhibition at Essex University where students could attend seminars and 

discuss questions about potential courses with representatives from a wide 

range of universities.  The second day presented the option of the 

Apprenticeship route, with a variety of outside speakers including degree 

apprenticeship trainees sharing their experience and offering support.  

Earlier in the term groups of students 

had various opportunities to ask 

questions of visiting outside speakers about 

differing occupations including primary 

teaching, the police and finance and 

insurance. Our key message to students is to 

have an open mind at this stage, learning all 

they can about the differing pathways open 

to them post 18, so that in turn they can 

make a well informed decision that suits 

their individual circumstances best.    

Degree Apprenticeship trainees  

offering tips to students 

Students learn about 

calculating risk in the finance 

world Rosalind and Nigel discuss careers 

in teaching and the police 

Year 12 Madrid Trip 

This summer, a group of Year 12 students who are studying LEVEL 3 Tourism,  will be visiting Madrid for 6 days to study the 
reasons why travellers would visit a short haul destination.  

They will be looking at the modes of transport, types of accommodation, tourist attractions, culture etc.  

Their visit will include a tour of the Bernabeu Stadium, the home of Real Madrid, La Ventas, Segovia and the parks of Retiro and 
Casa de campo.  

Modes of transport will include their return flight, the city metro and the Renfe local trains, the gondola inside Casa de Campo 
and a Segway.   

Students  will also enjoy  a day at the waterpark and speak to tourists and local Madrileños regarding their views of the city.  

We hope you all have a fantastic time! 
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6th Form Visiting Speakers: John Baron and Tim Allan 

The role of politics in national and international affairs is never far from the news, and the 

importance of participating in the democratic process is a key message for our students.  As part 

of our 6th Form speaker programme we have been very pleased to welcome John Baron, our local 

MP (Con) as well as Tim Allan, former press secretary to Tony Blair. 

Students enjoyed a  lively Q&A session with John Baron, raising 

questions about a wide range of contemporary issues including 

the wisdom of foreign military intervention, the need for more environmental protection, 

the effect of funding shortfalls in the NHS, and of course – Brexit.  

 ‘Hearing from Tim Allan was extremely insightful, I really enjoyed being able to interact with 

such an accomplished and significant figure in both politics and PR; the session definitely 

opened my eyes to a possible new career path.’  

(Emily Baldwin year 12)  

Both speakers developed students’ understanding of often complex political issues. As such our 6th form students benefitted 

greatly, and we all appreciate the time taken from the speakers’ busy daily schedules to visit our school. 

Board Breaking 

Recently a number of students took the opportunity to 
work on motivation and goal setting during a session in 
which a variety of useful techniques were introduced 
by an external trainer.  The event culminated in the 
chance to put theory into practice as students ‘broke a 
board’…. 

Many students commented on how much they had 
gained from such visualisation techniques ahead of the 
exam period. 

Sixth Form 

Old Bailey Visit 

Year 12 psychology students went on a trip to the Old Bailey and 

Royal Courts of Justice in June.  

First we went to the Royal Courts of Justice, where we had the 

chance to observe appeals cases in the court rooms. As well as 

this, we had the brilliant opportunity to have a tour around the 

grounds. In the afternoon, we visited the Old Bailey for a once in 

a lifetime experience to watch a conspiracy to murder case, 

where the victim had sadly died in a house fire. The defendant 

was being questioned about his whereabouts on the night of the 

incident. This was a fascinating insight into the legal system, 

which has inspired some students to pursue  careers in both 

psychology and law.  

Jayden Millard and Amy Wasdell 
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Sixth Form 
A-Level Art 

 

Year 13 students, pictured here with some of their 

incredible A-Level art work.  

 

This was a very talented and highly motivated class and 

a pleasure to work with.  

6th form Degree Apprenticeships 

Whilst many are familiar with the traditional degree route at university after school, we are now also seeing a number 

of our students taking up very attractive degree apprenticeship pathways. These comprise on the job training with a 

salary, whilst gaining a (paid for) degree qualification.  

 

Year 13 student Yasmin Brown has succeeded in attaining a highly competitive degree apprenticeship with Rothschild & 

Co. in the Wealth Management division of the finance team! 

 

From a pool of 2000 initial applicants, Yasmin was one of 200 selected for first round interviews, and one of 12 for 

second round interviews, finally being given one of just 2 positions being awarded. 

 

Congratulations Yasmin - what an incredible achievement.  We know you will go on to great things! 

Year 12 Sociology trip to visit the Hare Krishna Temple and the  

Church of Scientology 

On Tuesday 11th June, 30 Year 12 Sociology students went to London 

for a day trip to visit the Hare Krishna Temple and The Church of 

Scientology.  This trip is designed to support the ‘Beliefs’ part of their 

Sociology A Level course that they have just begun.  

Students were given a tour of the Temple and also given the 

opportunity to dress in the traditional costume, chant, meditate and eat 

a variety of their vegetarian sweets and cake. 

Students were also given a tour around the Scientology Church where they were able to pose 

questions and learn more about their ideas and beliefs.   

It was a very rewarding and interesting day where all the students gained a valuable and 

unique experience. 
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Sixth Form 

Summer Art Show 2019 

The Art Department would like to congratulate our brilliant sixth form students on another superb Summer Art Exhibition. 

Their hard work and effort yielded some outstanding final pieces and we couldn’t be more proud of them. We are excited to 

see where their creativity will take them in the future. 

Thank you to all those who were involved in making this year’s Exhibition such a success 

Year 13 students, pictured here with some of their incredible art work.  

We have also learnt that Annabel Hayter, Year 13 has already sold a 

piece of her work!  

 

Well done Annabel, what an amazing achievement! 
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Sixth Form 

 
Year 13 Prom  

 
 
Once examinations had finished, a celebratory evening was held at Greenwoods, Stock 
where staff and students enjoyed a Midsummer Madness’ themed Year 13 prom, 
complete with Venetian masks, a Victorian sweet trolley and a DJ set that had everyone 
dancing the night away… 
 
A great time was had by all.  
 
 

Sixth Form Volunteers Host Children from Ukraine, June 2019 

 A group of children from Ukraine visited Billericay School where they were treated to a 

day of fun activities organised and led by sixth form students.  The children, whose 
home town lies just 60 miles outside the Chernobyl Exclusion Zone, were on a month 
long visit arranged by the Billericay Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline.  The first session of 
sporting games and activities was greatly enjoyed by all. Further activities followed,  
including artwork, face painting and biscuit decorating. Lunch was kindly provided by 
the kitchen staff, bringing big smiles to the faces of our guests.  The afternoon ended 
with students and children exchanging warm farewells.  

 

Having learnt about the effects of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster and its effects on the 
local population, sixth form students commented on how much they had valued the 
experience, not only in leading the activities but also in communicating with 
the children and learning more about another culture, understanding that we share a 
common humanity that transcends borders.  

 

Sophie Howard, Year 12 said: ‘I have never done anything like this before and I really 
learnt a lot about the rewards of giving something back. It was a great day’. 

 

Goodbye Year 13 
 

Finally it just leaves us to say a fond farewell to our Year 13 students who are 
now embarking on a variety of pathways including university, apprenticeships, 
employment or  a gap year.  
 
It has been a pleasure working with each and every one of you and we wish you 
all the very best for whatever the future holds for you. 
 
We would love to hear from you again in the future with updates on your 
careers and successes, so don’t be a stranger! 
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Future Events 
Bikeability Level 3 Training  

 
The Schools Bikeability Training will take place at The Billericay School on Fridays – 4 October, 11 October, 18 October 
and 8 November starting at 12.30 p.m. and finishing at 3.30 p.m. This free training will be provided by Essex County 
Council qualified instructors on local roads around the school.  
 
Parents/Carers must complete the Parental Authorisation Form which should be returned to Mr Maguire, Student 
Services C Block by no later than Monday 9 September (in the event there are students from years other than 
incoming Year 7s who may wish to undertake training they must speak with Mr Maguire by 5 September) following 
which your student will be advised the training date they have been allocated. Please mark the allocated date in your 
diary to ensure there are no last minute cancellations which may incur costs to the school and/or the council. A total of 
36 students can be accommodated over the four dates; any completed forms received over this number will be placed 
on a reserve list on a first come first served basis.  
 
The school is supportive of this professional training to ensure the Health and Safety of your student, whether they 
ride their bikes for leisure or to school. Please ensure your student’s bike is mechanically sound, a helmet and suitable 
clothing are worn (including wet gear if needed) and they are available by 12.15 p.m. in preparation for training to 
start by 12.30 p.m. The meeting place will be outside and to the right of F Block reception area; bikes can be locked in 
this area at any time during the morning on the training date allocated to them. 
 
Students will be expected to be wearing their school uniforms for Periods 1, 2 and 3 on the day of their training and it 
is acknowledged that those undertaking training will miss Periods 4 and 5.   
 
Students are not allowed to ride their bikes into school unless they have achieved a Bikeability Level 3 certificate and 
they must be seen to be wearing a helmet and have completed a Bike Permit which can 
be obtained from the school. 

 
For further information, please refer to the website:  

https://saferessexroads.org/road-users/cycling/ 

Parental Partnership Day (formerly Academic Monitoring Day) 

 

‘Parental Partnership Day’ for the next academic year is scheduled for Wednesday 18 September 2019 between 
12.30pm and 7.00pm.  This is an opportunity for you to meet with your child’s form tutor to discuss their academic 
progress to date and their targets for the coming year.  

 

The form tutor will discuss your child’s latest report and suggest key areas for improvement for the coming year. You 
will also have the opportunity to talk about how best to support at home and to discuss any concerns you may have, in 
or out of school. Meeting the tutor in Year 7 will be a vital conversation to ensure the best possible start to your child’s 
education at The Billericay School. Year 8 and 9 both involve GCSE/Vocational Option Choices and year 10 and 11 are 
exam years. Meeting together at the beginning of the academic year really helps your child make the best possible start 
to each new stage. Every year is important and there will be many different key events for your diary. 

 

In order to facilitate this day, the school will not operate normal school hours; instead, the school will be open between 
12.00pm and 7.00pm. Your child should attend their appointment with you and use the remainder of the day to 
complete pre-set activities at home. We ask that students attend their appointment in full school uniform. 

Appointments are available between 12.30pm – 3.15pm and 4.15pm – 7.00pm. Your child should make an appointment 
with their form tutor directly and should do this by using the appropriate appointment page in their student planner. 
Planners will be distributed to students on the first day of the academic year.  Appointments can be arranged during the 
period Wednesday 04 September to Friday 13 September. 

https://saferessexroads.org/road-users/cycling/
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Student Information 
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Social Media 

www.facebook.com/TheBillericaySchool.   

Please be reminded that The Billericay School are not affiliated with any other Facebook 

groups.   

In addition, we also have a Twitter Account: @Billericay_Sch   

Both pages are designed to provide useful information to parents and students which would 

not otherwise be uploaded to our website.  Please follow and share our pages.  

Further information regarding the school can be found via our website: 

 www.billericayschool.com      

MY Ed 
If you have not yet downloaded the app, we would urge you to do so as soon as possible as this is now our preferred 
method of communication.   

We also encourage you to check the app on a regular basis and ensure the settings on your phone allow notifications, so 
you are aware of any messages/letters that may be sent to you.   

To try and prevent emails being filtered into your junk/spam folders, please add the  email address @schools.ps-
connect.cloud to your "Safe Senders" list. Additionally, if you log in to your email provider, using a desktop computer 
(not a tablet or smart phone) and selected any emails as “not junk” this should prevent the messaged being filtered 
incorrectly in the future.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Reminders 

Cashless Catering 

Please can we remind parents that our cashless catering system has a 

maximum limit of £5 spend per day as a default.  Sometimes students 

try to exceed this limit at lunchtime when they have already bought 

quite a few items at morning break. We would ask, therefore, that 

parents discuss with their children an appropriate limit for the day, to 

suit their own circumstances and budget. We can amend the limit up or 

down on an individual basis, so please advise the school office, via 

email to finance@billericay.essex.sch.uk  if you do wish to set your own 

daily limit. 

Please note that there can be a 2 hour delay from the time you credit 

your child’s ParentPay account until the funds show on the Cashless 

Catering system.  This delay is particularly evident on Monday 

mornings.  We ask that you ensure your child’s ParentPay account is 

credited in sufficient time to accommodate the delay.   

 

Thankyou for your co-operation. 

Parking 

Please be considerate of others 

when parking near the school.  

 

Bus stops and grass verges are not to be used 

for parking. Please find a safe, suitable 

stopping place, avoiding School Road and 

Roman Way.  

Cars are not permitted to enter the school car 

park without prior approval, for example for 

students with medical conditions. 

Our school gates are closed to traffic between  

2.55 and 3.15pm and monitored by staff.   

Thank you for your cooperation.  

mailto:finance@billericay.essex.sch.uk
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Lost Property 

The main lost property point is 
located by Student Services in C 
Block.  Items lost during PE may 
also be found in the second lost 
property area, located at the top of 
the Sports Hall. Both of these areas 
are accessible throughout the 
school day.  

Due to limited storage, items can only be stored for 
one term, after which time they will be donated to a 
local charity.  

We ask you to encourage your child to search 
regularly for missing items.  

It would also help if all belongings could be clearly 
labelled with your child's name.  

Thank you.  

Reminders 
Medication 

 

Please be reminded that students should NOT be carrying any medication. Only asthma pumps and 

AII (Epi) Pens are allowed to be carried by students and these should be located in the top left  inside 

blazer pocket.   

If your child takes daily medication, we would encourage parents to administer this before school 

hours if possible.  

Hay fever medication/anti histamines in particular should be left in the medical office.    

Thank you for your co-operation. 

The Red Box Project is a community-based, not-for-
profit initiative, which aims to support young people 
throughout their periods by providing red boxes 
filled with free period products to local schools.   

We are pleased to announce that The Billericay 
School is now a part of this initiative. 

Female students are welcome to come to the 
medical room to obtain free sanitary products. 

For more information please refer to the website: 
http://redboxproject.org/about/  

Contact Details 

Please could we remind parents/carers to ensure that all emergency contact details are kept updated with 

the school. This includes postal address, email address and home and mobile telephone numbers.  

The majority of our school notifications are now sent via email and some of these may be generated outside 

of a typical school/working day. Please therefore be mindful that the email address you provide should be 

accessible at all times. 

Thank you for your co-operation.  

http://redboxproject.org/about/
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Tie Colours for 2019/2020 

 

Year 7  Green 

Year 8 Blue 

Year 9 Red 

Year 10 Gold 

Year 11  Purple 

 

School Uniform 
School Uniform Shop 

Summer Opening Times 

 

 Normal hours resume on 4 September  

08.00 am to 09.15 am 

 

Phones and Smart Watches 

We continue to operate a no phone policy.  

Please be aware that this policy includes 

watches which can be used to access messages.   

In the event that students are found using them 

on site, all such devices will be confiscated and 

held at Student Services for collection.   We 

appreciate your support in this matter.  

Full details of our school uniform policy can be found on our website: 

http://www.billericayschool.com/about/policies-and-procedures/school-policies/ 

27 August  09.00 am to   1.00 pm 

28 August  09.00 am to   1.00 pm 

29 August  09.00 am to   1.00 pm 

30 August  09.00 am to   1.00 pm 

2 September 08.00 am to 12.00 pm 

3 September  08.00 am to 10.00 am 

School Footwear 

Further to the letter sent home this month, 

could we please remind parents of the rules 

regarding school shoes. 

Our policy states that school shoes should be:  

 

“plain black leather [or vegan alternative] – 
clean, formal and ‘polishable’  

 

NB: trainers of any kind,  sports brands [e.g. 
Nike, Adidas, puma, reebok, Vans, Converse] 
suede, canvas or other fabrics are not 
permitted, nor are shoes with logos e.g. 
‘Prada’ or coloured laces, sandals, high-heeled 
or any fashion shoes / boots.” 

 

Thank you for your continued co-operation . 
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2019/2020 Diary Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*‘Parental Partnership Day’ (formerly Academic Monitoring Day) – September 2019 

Our ‘Parental Partnership Day’ for the next academic year is scheduled for Wednesday 18 September 2019 between 
12.30pm and 7.00pm.   

This is an opportunity for you to meet with your child’s form tutor to discuss their academic progress to date and their 
targets for the coming year.  

Appointments are available between 12.30pm – 3.15pm and 4.15pm – 7.00pm. Students may make an appointment with 
their form tutor direct during the period Wednesday 04 September to Friday 13 September. 

Students are only required to attend for their allocated appointment time. 

Should you have any questions about the day, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s Head of House. 

 

** May Bank Holiday 

Please note this is in replacement of the traditional first Monday Bank Holiday, to commemorate 
VE Day. 

For further calendar information, please refer to our website: 

http://www.billericayschool.com/news-and-events/calendar    

Tuesday 3 September 2019  School resumes for Years 7 and 12 only 

Wednesday 4 September All years to attend  

Wednesday 18 September 2019 Parental Partnership Day * 

Thursday 26 September 2019 School day finishes at 12.10 pm 

Friday 27 September 2019 School day begins at 09.35 am 

Friday 25 October 2019 Staff Training Day - School Closed 

28 October 2019 - Friday 1 November  Half Term Holiday - School Closed  

Friday 6 December 2020 Staff Training Day - School Closed 

Thursday 19 December 2019 
Last day of term 

School finishes at 12.10 pm 

Friday 20 December 2019 - Friday 3 January 2020 Christmas Holiday - School Closed 

Monday 6 January 2020 All students to return 

Monday 17 February 2020—Friday 21 February 2020 Half Term Holiday - School Closed  

Monday 6 April 2020—Friday 17 April 2020 Easter Holiday - School Closed 

Friday 8 May 2020 Bank Holiday ** 

Monday 25 May 2020 - Friday 29 May 2020 Half Term Holiday - School Closed  

Friday 17 July 2020 
Last day of term 

School finishes at 12.10 pm 

http://www.billericayschool.com/news-and-events/calendar/
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Tribute to Robert Orr 
Robert Orr was associated with the Billericay school as a governor 

since the early seventies. During his tenure he was a long term 

member of the premises and finance committees, eventually 

becoming Chair of Governors to the new Headteacher, Sue 

Hammond in April 1998.  Robert was also closely supported on the 

governors by Peter Owen as his vice chair and Jim Bacchus as chair 

of the finance committee. Robert made sure all governors felt well 

supported and well informed. He was also close to all the school 

Senior Staff and was much admired by them all.  Robert had a gift of 

being able to talk to anyone, and everyone felt they could talk to 

him.  

Roberts’s motto of being prepared also stood the school in good stead. The time Robert gave to the 

school was immeasurable and exemplary, beyond the call of duty. He was there every results day, 

every reward assembly, every music concert and art show, every sports day and every prize giving. He 

always spoke to the students at these events and all the students recognised the contribution he made 

to the school. They knew he cared. 

Robert always valued the students, staff and parents; he understood the need for the school to be a 

team where morale was high, and the feeling that Billericay was a great school was never in question. 

Robert was there at every Ofsted inspection and he could not have been prouder when we received 

our outstanding grading in 2011.  

Roberts’s greatest ambition was to provide the children of Billericay School with the best possible 

facilities that would enable them to be able to express their full range of talents. His pragmatism came 

to the fore. Robert was fundamental in the sale of our school farm to utilise the funds for much 

needed improvements to the school. Robert worked tirelessly to ensure this happened.  

The result of his dream when he became chair of Governors had come to fruition.  He then played a 

role in the team planning the buildings he had fought for, which now stand as a testament to his 15 

years as Chairman of Governors. 

Robert will be fondly remembered by governors past and present and all the staff of the school.  All at 

the Billericay school have been proud and privileged to work with such a committed and inspirational 

chair of governors. Robert was a champion for Billericay School and never forgot that, in his 

paraphrased words “every child matters”.   

We will miss Robert greatly and are forever grateful for his dedication to all those thousands of 

children who have passed through the doors of The Billericay School.  
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Students, at the heart of all we do 
Registered Charity No 1022965 

 

fobs.crew@gmail.com 

FOBS IS AT RISK OF FOLDING!!! 

YOU CAN HELP 

After over 26 years helping students of The Billericay School, FOBS is sadly at risk of 

folding! This is, therefore, a serious plea for help.  As a charity, FOBS can only exist with 

4 key positions appointed – and so having more parents attend is crucial. 

Due to various personal circumstances, FOBS needs to appoint replacements for 3 of 

the 4 positions during the meeting in September.  Without a Chair, Vice Chair and 

Secretary, FOBS is simply not allowed to exist as a charity! 

With over 1800 students, we are sure there is a wealth of expertise amongst our 

parents and skillsets that could help make a difference and contribute to the way FOBS 

helps our students.   

We have put in place a strong structure for how FOBS allocate support for students and increased the channels of 

communication with the creation of Year Group Reps to disseminate news.   

We have proved this year that as individuals you can do as much or as little as you’re able to.  If you think you could help 

FOBS keep going and help make a difference, no matter how small, please email: fobs.crew@gmail.com and put 

Wednesday 18 September 7.30pm – 9pm into your diary.   

FOBS Meetings 

FOBS meet up only 5 times a year, for an hour and a half each meeting. At the meetings we, 

as parents of students at the school, benefit from first-hand briefings and updates from the 

senior management team regarding developments, issues and next steps.  As well as being 

interesting to hear, we also discuss them directly, ensuring our feedback goes back to the 

right channels within the school.   

We also discuss and decide how FOBS can help the school, including which large school project we feel appropriate to 

support, which faculty requests we can grant and which student requests, received via Back Chat (the student council), 

we can help with.  We were even invited to attend a recent Back Chat meeting, where we were able to interact with the 

students directly about their requests.  Our next meeting is scheduled for 7.30pm, Wednesday 18 September 2019 in 

the school Conference Room. We hope to see you there.  

Adventure Island Tickets 

Looking for something for your teenagers to do over the summer holiday, but 

would like to save some money?  Why not take the kids to Adventure Island?  

Contact FOBS for your discounted tickets to Adventure Island on email: 

fobs.crew@gmail.com with your request and we will come back to you as soon 

as possible.  Even when the school is on holiday, tickets can still be bought and 

collected from FOBS members.   

mailto:fobs.crew@gmail.com
mailto:fobs.crew@gmail.com
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Did you know your normal 
online shopping can help meet 
targets through Easy Fundraising 
and it won’t cost you a penny?   

 

Before you finish your summer shopping, why not copy this 
link:  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobsbillericay 
and it will take you to Easy Fundraising where you can easily 
log in before you shop online and help us raise funds from 
your arm chair.  

200 Club 

For only £1 per month* as part of the 200 Club, you could be in with a chance to 

win £50 per month, £100 five times a year and even £200 once a year for the 

ultimate prize.  That’s better odds than the lottery!  

The 200 Club makes a massive contribution to the fundraising targets and is vital 
for FOBS to support our students.  Simply fill in a form and set up a standing 
order; it’s that simple so please email our treasurer for a form and further 
details:  fobs.treasurer@gmail.com      
 

*one annual payment of £12 via standing order 

Match Funding 

Do you work for a Company that may have a 

Match Funding policy?   

If you don’t know, FOBS can help you enquire 

with your Company.   

Match Funding helps FOBS dramatically increase 

funds raised, for example, a FOBS Quiz evening 

raised £1000 and Match Funding added a further 

£1500 from 2 Companies.  You can see why this 

is an important fundraising tool, so please do 

email us for further information. 

  

 

Students, at the heart of all we do 
Registered Charity No 1022965 

 

fobs.crew@gmail.com 

Review of 2018/19 

We all know budgets are extremely tight, but this year, thanks to the 200 Club, Match Funding, Adventure Island 

ticket sales and the profits from our Quiz evening, we have raised funds which have allowed us to: 

 Make significant progress in raising funds to help the school go greener with the provision of a new refillable 

bottle water system.  However, this will have to be carried over into next year, in order to reach the full target. It 

is an important project; one which Students have been very vocal on as it will encourage a reduction in the 

number of single use bottles being thrown away each day! 

 

 Provide a couple of Author visits for the English Department, visualisers for the Science and English departments 

and laptops which help with personalised learning.  

 

 Respond to the increasing number of student requests, with the provision of personal medical items, vital for 

everyday use, as well as glue sticks and additional clocks to follow. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fobsbillericay
mailto:fobs.treasurer@gmail.com
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Billericay Sports Centre 
The Governing Body of the Billericay School operates a public use community sports centre on 
the school site, offering a range of facilities for hire to clubs or individuals.  

 

As part of our extended school 
policies our aim is to benefit the 
community by encouraging and 
facilitating wider participation in 
sports and physical activity. 

 

 

Open 7 days a week, we have an 
extensive range of activities on 
offer to all age groups including; 
tennis and badminton courts, a 
fitness suite, indoor football, a 
swimming pool and not 
forgetting our amazing 3G pitch. 
Personal training is also 
available. 

  

Gym membership is £15.00 per month (18yrs and above) and £10.00 per month (16-18yrs). 

A 2 week free trial is available which includes an induction. 

 

We already have several regular club bookings including; Stratus Swimming Club, Billericay 
Striders, Billericay Badminton Club, Ladies Kick Boxing, Anderson School of Dance, HAPA, 
Babyballers and Mini Athletics to name a few. Please contact us for more information on these 
services.   

We look forward to seeing you!  
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Local Community Messages 

Train to Teach 

Are you interested in making a 
difference? 

Why not train to be a primary or 
secondary teacher with Billericay 
Educational Consortium? 

We offer a bespoke programme to 
meet your individual needs leading to 
QTS and a PGCE with 60 Master 
credits. 

Please refer to our website 
www.billericayscitt.com for more 

details. 

Hutton Hawks 

U14 Girls  
(Academic Years  8 &9 

in September 2019)  

are currently looking 

for additional players to join their existing 

team. 

The team play within the Essex County 

Girls League.   Training takes place on 

Saturday mornings at Shenfield High 

School and matches are played on 

Sundays.  

If your daughter is interested in joining a 

football team, or would like to come 

along and try a training session with our 

friendly group of girls, please contact Rob 

on 07949 267333. 

For more information please visit our 

website:  

www.huttonfc.com/team/ladies-girls-

section-overview   

http://www.billericayscitt.com
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We wish you all a restful and enjoyable break.  

We will see you back in September, Week A. 

From all the staff at The Billericay School.  

Goodbye 

We are sorry to announce that the following members of staff will be leaving us at the end of this term: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We  thank each and every one of them for their dedication to  The Billericay School . 

Welcome 

I would like to welcome the following members of staff who will be joining us in September: 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope you will all join us  in making them feel very welcome. 

 

Mrs Commons, Personalised Learning  Ms Alderson, Maths  Mrs Bradley, English 

Mrs Wallis, ICT Mr Beharrie, PE Mr Pead, Maths 

Miss Frappell, Humanities/PD Mrs Darvill, Music Mr Thompson, Humanities 

Mrs Gamble, Humanities Mr Dewan, Maths Miss O’Connell, MFL 

Mr Cossey, PE/Cover  Ms Moore, Business Manager  Ms Archer, MFL Admin 

Mrs Jones, Finance Mrs Kennard, Reception Ms Wigglesworth, Textiles 

Mr B Carr, Music Mr Denney, Science   

Mr Barfoot, English Miss Ambrose, English Mr Smith, English 

Miss Finch, Maths Miss Hagon, Maths Miss Forster, MFL 

Miss Carter, PE Miss Clayton, Personalised Learning  Mr Catchpole, Science 

Mrs Fernandes, Science   

Alternative Education 

 
We continue to send our thanks to all the local businesses who have supported the school this year with our 

Alternative Education Programme.  

Special thanks to Unbar Rothon and Rally Sport both of whom are continuing with placements for next year.  

The opportunities provided have been invaluable to the students involved and we have really appreciated their 

involvement. 

Thank You 


