July 2020

Dear Parent/Carer/Student,
As we approach the end of another year we have much to reflect upon, celebrate and treasure the many events
and successes of our community.
The pandemic and closure of schools in March has impacted on all of our lives forever. Our students have excelled
in so many different aspects that it would be impossible to list them all but we have tried to capture many of them
within this newsletter. Their resilience and determination to overcome the challenges that they have faced really
shows their strength of character and their desire to do well. For this, I would like to congratulate them all.
Unfortunately, many trips and events which would have enriched the learning experience of those young people
involved were cancelled. We hope that we would be able to make these available again very soon.
My personal thanks to the wider community for your continued support and the recognition of the work of the
fantastic body of staff that I have the privilege to lead. Their genuine concern for the academic progress and
wellbeing of every child entrusted into their care is exemplary and I have received many emails from parents
confirming my view, attesting and praising the work of the staff at The Billericay School. Again, my thanks for taking
the time to write in whilst juggling the chores of family life and supporting home learning.
The generosity and support of our school community in recognising the needs of those less fortunate have been
hugely successful and as always I have been overwhelmed by the funds raised.
During the summer, exam results will be released but there have been changes to the procedures. Please do check
the separate letters which give further guidance. We wish students all the very best with their results.
We will be saying goodbye to several members of staff, we wish them all the very best in their future adventures
and I thank them sincerely for their dedication to this wonderful school. In light of their departure, the school has
been busy recruiting for the new academic year and I am pleased to inform you that we are fully staffed for
September. Recruitment and interviewing during ‘lockdown’ was also a new experience. I look forward to
introducing the new staff when we return and am confident that they will be made to feel very welcome.
I am conscious that during the course of the holiday, you will be buying items of uniform so I, therefore, attach the
link to our uniform policy. If you have any doubts, please do not hesitate to contact the school.
http://www.billericayschool.com/about/school-policies/
Finally, I would like to thank all the staff, governors and trustees for all their hard work and their ability to adapt
swiftly to the situation that we all have found ourselves in. As a team, they work tirelessly every day to provide
students with the best possible opportunities in which to learn, grow and ultimately succeed. I am immensely
proud of all the work they do and hope you will join me in recognition of this.
With the continuous changes being announced, it is highly likely that I will be writing to you again before we return
with updated information for our return.
I look forward to welcoming you all back in September, refreshed and ready to tackle another exciting year ahead.

Ahson Mohammed, Headteacher
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Follow Us
We now include regular updates and notices on our social media pages;
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Please like and follow our pages as well as monitoring our website:
www.billericayschool.com

School Uniform
Please be advised that Simmonds will be on site between Monday 24th and Friday 28th August by appointment only. To
book a slot call 01892 837202.
During appointments, Simmonds will be following government guidelines and good practice. Please be aware, however,
that as Coronavirus can remain on buttons, zips and packaging for up to 72 hours, it will not be possible for your child to
try on their uniform during the appointment.
Instead your uniform will need to be taken home and tried on there. Any items that need to be exchanged or refunded
can be brought back to the school shop or posted to Simmonds Paddock Wood warehouse shop. In order to make this as
convenient as possible, Simmonds have extended their returns policy to 100 days.
For more information, please contact the Simmonds customer
customerservice@simmondsltd.com or by telephone on 01892 837202.

service

team

by

email

at:

Please remember that our new style skirt will be introduced from this September 2020. For more information, please
refer to our website:
http://www.billericayschool.com/assets/Uploads/Files/Uniform/Changes-to-School-Skirt-200128.pdf

Virtual Open Event
Ordinarily, at the start of every academic year, we host an Open Evening which provides parents and children with the
opportunity to meet with staff, have a guided tour of the school and engage with many activities and presentations. We
would also host Open Mornings which allow visitors to visit and tour the school during a typical school day. Tours are
typically provided by our students who are always keen to meet prospective families and chat about their experiences at
school; we believe they are our best ambassadors!
Unfortunately, due to the current health situation relating to COVID-19, it will not be possible for our planned Open
Evening and Open Mornings to take place in our usual format.

In light of this, we have created a number of resources to provide a "virtual" tour of
our school.
Please feel free to share this information with friends and family with children who
fall within the September 2021 intake (Year 6 students in September 2020).
Full details can be found on our website:
http://www.billericayschool.com/admissions/2020-virtual-materials/
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Staffing Updates
Sadly, we are saying our goodbyes to the following members of staff, who will be leaving us at the end of this academic
year:
Mrs Little - Trust Business & Finance Manager, Miss Gilbey - English, Mrs Garel-Porter - RE,
Mr Humphreys - Maths, Mrs Keshavarz - Maths, Mrs Stark - Maths, Mrs Kinder - English
We thank them all for their hard work and commitment and would like to wish them all the very best for the future.
We are delighted to introduce the following members of staff, who will be joining us from September:
Ms Hewat-Jaboor - Assistant Headteacher,
Miss Hunt - Maths, Miss Bailey - Maths, Miss Rana - Science, Mrs Mancini - MFL & Business,
Miss Templeton - English, Mrs Brunning - Trust Business & Finance Manager,
Mrs Hamilton - Medical Supervisor, Mrs Karthikeyan - Administrator.

We look forward to welcoming them all to The Billericay School team!

Update your details
So that we can continue to regularly communicate with you, please remember to inform us by email if your contact
details have changed. This includes postal address, email address and home and mobile telephone numbers.

Important Dates
Please be advised that our September 2020 return dates have been adjusted as follows:
Monday 31 August 2020

Bank Holiday

Tuesday 1 September 2020

Staff Training Day

School closed to students

Wednesday 2 September 2020

Staff Preparation Day

School closed to students

Thursday 3 September 2020

Induction for Year 7 and 12 ONLY

Friday 4 September 2020

Years 7, 8 and 11 ONLY

Monday 7 September 2020

ALL years to return

Save the
date!

All 2020/21 dates will be updated on our website, as they are confirmed:
https://www.billericayschool.com/term-dates-and-calendar/calendar/
2020/21 Tie Colours by Year
Year 7 - Purple
Year 8 - Green
Year 9 - Blue
Year 10 - Red
Year 11 - Gold
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Summary of Responses

Firstly, we would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who took the time to complete the online
questionnaires; we received 188 responses from parents and 365 from students, which provided us
with a representative sample. The results have been independently analysed by Kirkland Rowell and
both the results and the action points have been fed back to the Governors, the Senior Leadership
Team and to all staff. Individual comments have been collated and passed on to the relevant
department or senior member of staff. As the questionnaires were anonymous, we cannot respond to
individual queries or concerns raised in the survey but are trying hard to ensure that any issues
highlighted, are appropriately dealt with or rectified.

Parents/Carers:


You gave us a strong overall performance score of 67.6 % (nationally anything over 70% is
considered good), with 71% saying the school was ‘Good’ or ‘Very Good’. The majority of you
(78%) would recommend the school to others.



You are happy with the delivery of most subjects but particularly pleased with Drama, Personal
Development (PD) and Languages. We acknowledge that Creative iMedia is the subject you are
least satisfied with and steps have been taken to rectify the issues.



In terms of non-academic areas you are most pleased with ‘Careers Advice’, ‘School Security’,
‘Truancy Control’, ‘School Discipline’, ‘Development of Moral Values’, ‘School Uniform’, ‘Transfer
from Previous School’, ‘Parent Evenings’ and ‘Access to Computers’.



You think we do a very good job of ‘Helping my child understand how to stay safe online’ and a
good job of ‘Providing you with guidance on how to support your child at home with
independent study and revision’. The majority of individual comments were very positive, and
negative ones were often qualified in the light of your overall satisfaction with the school. All
comments have been passed on to the relevant areas.



You would also like us to ensure we develop the confidence of all students, encourage their
overall feelings of happiness in relation to school, and eradicate the small amount of bullying that
occurs from time to time. Like you, the happiness and success of all children is of the utmost
importance to us too and we will strive to develop these areas further.



The provision of more extra-curricular activities and clubs was mentioned by a number of parents
and this is an area we are looking to improve for the coming academic year.



Some parents did not feel the work set in class or for homework was tailored sufficiently to their
child’s individual needs. This is area we will be addressing and developing over the course of the
coming academic year.

(continued)
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Students:


You were even more positive than your parents and carers, judging the school to be ‘outstanding’
or ‘good’ in nearly all areas. You awarded the highest scores for ‘School Communication’,
‘Computer Access, ‘School Uniform’ and ‘School Meals’.



The vast majority of you, 82%, would recommend the school to other students.



You told us that you thought you were making excellent progress in most of your subjects but
especially in Sports Studies, Creative iMedia, History, PE and English.



You rated almost all aspects of school life as either ‘Outstanding’ or ‘Good’. The areas that a
small number of you highlighted as needing improvement are ‘School Facilities’ and the
‘Availability of Resource’ and our ‘Control of Bullying’ on some occasions.



You told us that toilets need cleaning more effectively and we are working hard to address this.
We now ensure that they are cleaned and stocked up with hand wash and toilet roll after both
break and lunch, as well as after-school.



Some of you complained about chewing gum under desks. We remind you, however, that
chewing gum is not allowed in school and ask you all to cooperate with this rule.



You said you wanted staff to be more considerate of your wellbeing and stress. We have
developed more activities for PD and tutor time to help with this, plus strategies to help you
manage classwork and revision, and encourage you to talk to your tutor, class teacher, HOH or
Pastoral if you need any other help or advice.



A few of you said that bad behaviour and bullying were affecting your happiness at school. We do
not want anyone to be worried about bullying at school. Please talk to Student Services, your
Form Tutor or HOH if you are experiencing any incidents of bullying.



A number of you commented on the lack of social space in school. We are aware that this is very
limited and are doing all we can to improve the space we have; we have upgraded A Block Quad
and installed a number of additional benches in seating areas.



Any other concerns or comments have been passed to relevant staff. As the survey is anonymous
we cannot feedback to individuals but if you have suggestions or want help in any way, please
talk to us.

Thank you to everybody who responded to the survey. Remember you can continue to contribute
views and ideas and be part of decision making in the school through Back Chat, Student Voice and
the Sixth Form Committee or, if you are a parent/carer, by contacting the school or being part of
FOBS.
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If you need someone to talk to over the summer, please consider Kooth.
You can watch a useful video here:
https://www.kooth.com/video

Tips for Revision
Consider these three techniques to improve revision:
Mnemonics
Use a catchphrase that links related terms so that you can remember them, e.g. Never Eat Shredded Wheat (points of
compass: North, East, South, West). Research common mnemonics or make up your own!
Mind Maps
Mind Maps are a great way to remember key information.
vimeo.com/433583600

You can find some useful tips in this video: https://

Flash/Cue Cards
Create a summary of key ideas and topic words. Presented as words, bullet points, images, pictures, mnemonics, etc.
Remember that you will retain:
10% of what you read
20% of what you hear
30% of what you see
50% of what you both see and hear
70% of what is discussed with others
80% what you experience personally
90% of what you TEACH to someone else!
Turn all the learning you’ve done at home into knowledge for the next academic year. BUT remember to take regular
breaks and most of all enjoy your summer break!

Looking after your Mental Health
You can find lots of advice and guidance here:

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-afte-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/

NCS
Are you 15-17 years old? It's time to Keep Doing Good! Why not sign up for @NCS' 'One Million Hours of Doing Good'.
Post lockdown the UK is going to need a little help to get back on its feet. All it'll take is a big "No We Can" attitude and
a little bit of your time.
https://wearencs.com/keep-doing-good

School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH Tel: 01277 655191 www.billericayschool.com E-mail: info@billericayschool.com

7

July 2020

In light of the current on-site restrictions, please be mindful of the following collection times for examination results:
Thursday 13 August 2020
Year 13

Surnames

Arrival on site

Collection of results

Departure from site

A-K

Not before 8.45am

9.00 - 9.30am

Before 9.40am

L-Z

Not before 9.45am

10.00 – 10.30

Before 10.40am

Thursday 20 August 2020
Year 11

Surnames

Arrival on site

Collection of results

Departure from site

A-D

Not before 8.55am

9.00 – 9.30am

Before 9.35am

E-J

Not before 9.40am

9.45 – 10.15am

Before 10.20am

K-O

Not before 10.25am

10.30 – 11.00am

Before 11.05am

P-Z

Not before 11.10am

11.15 – 11.45am

Before 11.50am

Year 10 (V option results)

Surnames

Arrival on site

Collection of results

Departure from site

A-D

Not before 12.10pm

12.15 – 12.45pm

Before 12.50pm

E-L

Not before 12.55pm

1.00 – 1.30pm

Before 1.35pm

M-R

Not before 1.40pm

1.45 – 2.15pm

Before 2.20pm

S-Z

Not before 2.25pm

2.30 – 3.00pm

Before 3.05pm

If a student is unable to collect their results in person, another person may be nominated to collect them on their
behalf. This must be confirmed, in writing, with the Exams Office before Tuesday 18 August – including the name of the
person collecting the results on the student’s behalf.
Requests should be sent in via the Exam Office email : examsoffice@billericayschool.com
Whilst teaching staff will not be on site due to restricted numbers, senior staff will be on-hand on both collection days to
offer support and give guidance where necessary.
For all updated information on examinations, please refer to our website:
https://www.billericayschool.com/examinations/
This has been an unprecedented year and is certainly not the way we would have wanted to recognise the hard work
and efforts of our students in their examination subjects. However, we strongly believe in their resilience and ability to
move on in whatever field of study, work or training they have chosen to follow and wish them all the best.
Unfortunately, it may not be possible to document the results collection days with photographs, as we have always
done historically. However, we would welcome any photographs you or your child may take (subject to the consent of
all those involved). We would also welcome any information regarding where your child plans to continue their
education or work path.
If you wish to share any of this information, please email us at info@billericayschool.com.
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Student Competitions & Rewards
House Rewards
Throughout this period of school closure, reward points have been issued to students who have produced exceptional
work or displayed exemplary efforts towards learning, including extra-curricular activities.
Congratulations to the following students who finished in the top 5 places for each year group:
CURIE

KELLER

NEWTON

EDISON

SCOTT

1st

Emily CHDA

Meg KRSL

Annie NPLS

Eleanor EMSA

Joshua SGGM

2nd

Kian CSSP

Josie KWSH

Veronicka NMEB

Molly EWNS

Ethan SBTM

3rd

Freya CMRJ

Joe KAEM

Treasure NJNL

Mason ESFT

Freya SBTM

4th

Leah CMRJ

Leo KMRS

Piper NFER

Kareem EHTD

Liam SCLJ

5th

Abigail CTRS

Samuel KKEH

Evie NFER

Oliver EKME

Abbie SAIG

Letter of achievements have also been sent to many students who have excelled in specific subjects and we are incredibly
proud of you all.
This years House Cup Winners were Curie with an outstanding total of 15,850 reward points!
You can watch our Virtual Rewards Assembly here: https://vimeo.com/438274239

The Jack Petchey Foundation 2019/20
It will take more than a COVID lock down to stop us celebrating great achievement at
The Billericay school.
We have continued to recognise the fantastic contribution of our students. Our most recent winners have raised money for
charity, made big improvements to their performance in school and been a brilliant support to their friends whilst coping
well with their own issues. Here are all of this year’s winners:
September - Mia, Year 13 (Scott)

October - Cameron, Year 10 (Newton)

November - Rebecca, Year 10 (Newton)

January- Ethan, Year 8 (Scott)

February - Leo, Year 10 (Edison)

March - Jenson, Year 7 (Scott)

April - Amber- Year 10 Newton

May

- Olivia, Year 10 (Curie)

June - PY, Year 10 (Edison)
Well done to all of you and a big thank you for the contribution you’ve made to our community.

Virtual Sports Day 2020
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Virtual Sports Day in July. Despite a few “technical” issues uploading data,
we still had a great response and loved seeing your results.
This years winners were KELLER House followed by
2nd Edison
3rd Scott
4th Curie
5th Newton
The PE Department
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Student Competitions & Rewards
PD Project
During lockdown, students in Years 7 to 10 were given the opportunity to develop research, planning, report writing and
presentation skills. These are all abilities which are really useful for school, college, university and work.
The project could have been on anything which interested the student and could be presented however they chose.
We would like to say a huge thank you to all the students who submitted a project. There was clearly a lot of effort and the
PD team were amazed by the creativity displayed.
Year 7

Year 8

1st - Amelie “Teaching a dog new tricks”

1st - Jacob “Crisis of the 3rd Century”

An amazing video of Amelie teaching her dog various tricks.

A 9 minute video (including script) explaining the unstable 50
year period in Roman history.

2nd - Kian “What are phones?”

2nd - Joe “Can I make a wooden planter?”

A detailed educational presentation.

Yes! He can, and he did!

3rd - Samantha “All about music”

Joint 3rd - Adam “A collection of digital artwork”

A full 15 page magazine.

Joint 3rd - Abbie “An informative leaflet on ukuleles”
Year 9

Year 10

Joint 1st - Devon “Project Time Machine”

1st - Rishi “Turning a banana into a black hole”

An accurate reconstruction of a Delorean Time Machine

Rishi explains in his 5 minute video, what would happen if a
banana became a black hole.

Joint 1st - Ben “Basketball”
A 12 minute video about the most important figures in
basketball, including a cameo from Ben himself!
2nd - Abigail - “Garden Redesign”
A step by step process of Abigail and her family sprucing up
her garden.

2nd - Ellie-Mae “Got a secret, can you keep it?”
A beautifully written story about a young girls’ diagnosis of
cancer.
3rd - Hailey “325”
A collection of original fashion designs and finished products.

3rd - Alfie “Pharomid”
A fully researched design brief for a new Pokemon.

Judging was a tough task but the team finally narrowed the entries down and awarded our winners as follows:

Well done to all our entrants and a special congratulations to our winners. Prizes will be organised and distributed to our
winners when we return in September. A number of the projects will also be on display in our RBLC.
The PD Department

Hegarty Maths
This academic year, the Maths Department have recorded 2 years and 4 months worth of learning on the Hegarty site!
That is over 973,000 questions that have been completed! Amazingly, since lockdown started we have completed 397
days so 13 months of work and 385,000 questions
Well done to you all for working so hard.
The Maths Department
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Student Competitions & Rewards
The Duke of Edinburgh Scheme
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award had to take a very different form this year – rather than being encouraged to spend more
time in the great outdoors and make new friends, the bronze participants have had to adapt to completing their sections
during lockdown.
Year 10 pupils have switched activities to things like painting, cooking
and mountain biking to ensure that they can carry on whilst at home;
one pupil even built her own climbing wall! Through this commitment
and motivation, some pupils are extremely close to completing the
2020 DofE Certificate of Achievement, which is a special award to
recognise the efforts of pupils through these unprecedented times.
Although we do not know when we will be able to complete the
expedition section and finish the award, we are proud of the resilience
the participants have shown and everything they have achieved.
We were recently presented with this certificate as recognition of the
hours our students have contributed over the last year.
Year 9 pupils have been invited to complete their application forms
for Bronze Awards which will take place in Year 10, details of which
were posted via Google Classroom. Further information on these
places will follow when we return in September.

UKMT Challenges
The United Kingdom Mathematical Trust (UKMT) is run by The School of Mathematics, University of Leeds and was set
up in 1996. The numbers of participants have expanded massively over the years and it was not long before the
National Mathematics Contest (which had been running since the 1960s) completed the set by becoming the Senior
Mathematics Challenge.
Each year, UKMT set Challenges for the top Mathematicians in the UK. The Senior Challenge is for Sixth Form students
and takes place during the Autumn Term, the Intermediate Challenge is for Years 9, 10 and 11 and is in the Spring term
and the Junior Challenge, for Years 7 and 8 is in the Summer Term. Annually the number of participants are:
100,000+ SMC
240,000+ IMC
270,000+ JMC

The Challenges are usually invigilated in the classroom by the Maths teachers, but this term of course has been
different. UKMT made it possible for the students who had been entered for the written Challenge in April, to answer a
specially produced electronic paper at home. We set up personal usernames and passwords for each student in set 1 in
years 7 and 8 and they sat the Challenge at 10.00 am on 1 July.
The students have now received their results and congratulations go to Billy (Year 8) and Max (Year 7) who each earned
a Gold Certificate and a Certificate for Best in School.
Well done to all those who took part.
Mrs Taylor, Maths Department
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Student Competitions & Rewards
Castle Competition
During lockdown, the History Department set Year 7 the challenge of building a castle. In previous years we have had
some very imaginative ‘cake-based’ castles and this year was no exception.
Mr John was particularly impressed by the use of biscuits and walnut whips on one entry to create a defensive tower and
perhaps if we had been able to taste it, the judging panel might have come to a different conclusion!
The high standard of entries made the final decision very difficult but the winners were:
(left) 3rd Place - Matthew

(right) 2nd Place - Chloe

Congratulations to Jemima (middle), 1st place, who will be able to claim a £10 voucher from the History department on
our return to school in September.
Thank you to all students who took the time to make their entries.
The History Department

Legal Apprentice Competition
Year 12 students Isabel , Adima and Amy recently took part in a “Legal Apprentice” competition run by the City law firm,
Kingsley Napley. The competition took place over a period of 6 weeks earlier this year. First, the students had to
familiarise themselves with a number of areas of law to answer questions based on three legal scenarios. The second
task involved writing a witness statement and finally they filmed themselves pitching for a client.
The team demonstrated impressive time management and research skills and worked independently to produce three
high quality pieces of work. As a result, the team placed in the top 12th percentile of 900 teams drawn from schools
across the country.
Congratulations! Ms Keim

200 Word Challenge
Our latest 200 Word Challenge was to write about
the positives you have discovered and how you
may have changed or developed over the last few
months.
Winner: Dylan, Year 9
Runners Up: Kaydee, Year 9 and El Year 10.
Thank you for all the wonderful entries.
Mrs Berry

Leavers Yearbook
We would like to thank the following
Year 11 students who have worked
really hard throughout lockdown to
create a wonderful Leavers’ Yearbook:
Jessica G, Jessica D, Zoe, Lara, Oliver, Tallula, Mia, Rosie, Bethany,
Darcie, Elli and Oluwateniola
The finished book will be ready for collection on Thursday, 20
August, when students collect their examination results.
Thank you all for the time you have committed to this project.
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During lockdown, our students have continued to produce some incredible work and been taking part in
some wonderful projects. We hope you enjoy some of the wonderful examples below:
(below) Ira and Omar

(below) Poppy

(above) Lily and (below) Ben
(below) Bethany

(right) Artwork by Hannah

(below) Sam, Ashleigh, Meg and Lily
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(above) Sydney, Katie, Meg, Michaela, Piper and Rhianna

(left and right)
Collaborations from
Lilia, Lily and Rebekah

Freya, Abdul,
Eleanor and Ella
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(below) Portraits by Thomas, Han and Piers

(left/below) two of Jessie’s
wonderful canvas panels

(above) Kelsey
(left/below) Two of
Hannah’s wonderful
pieces.

(below) Adam
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Lara displays her wonderful
handmade masks.
(above) Josie’s doughnuts!

(above) Josie’s pancakes, Isabelle’s chocolate cake and Zane’s baking

(below) Matthew made a wonderful jump for
his dog!

(left) Well done to Rachael and Lily, Year 8
(below), who collected litter in Norsey
Woods, Billericay.
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(left) Life in
Lockdown by
Jacob, Joey and
Josie

(below) “Hold Still” project by Jake, Isobel, Kirsty and Harry

(left)
Flowers by
Isabelle

(right)
Nature by
Evie

(below) Nature by Josie

(below) Landscapes by Ellen
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We hope you all have a relaxing summer.
Have fun but stay safe!
We look forward to seeing everyone soon.
From all the staff at the Billericay School
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